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Romany Routes contents 
Volume 14 No. 1 – December 2018 

Main contents   Author 
The Gypsy Lees' box: still a mystery 130 

years on 
  

Were your Bucks Gypsies the friends of 
Roald Dahl?  

  

A Memory of the Hop Fields  Raine Geoghegan 
Ambrose Lee: a headstone for a hero   

Jack Walton: a life in the circus   Chrissie Allen 
'Papers found in ye pocket of a Gypsie': 

Part 1 - the papers  
 Norman Burton 

Black Patch Claytons: more stories of 
WW1 service 

 Michelle Fellowes 

Lance Corporal Sidney Harris: 'a Gypsy 
warrior' 

Signposts - Useful family history sources, 
county by county: 1. Hertfordshire  

Robert and Isaiah Carter 
Around the fire: Mark Ripley and his 

donkeys  

 Debbie Ayres 
 
 
 
Anne Ford 
Barbara Walsh 
 

The children of John and Maria Hearne of 
Notting Hill, London 

Sanspi Smith and the Butlers: an 
American detective story 

 Jack Winsper 

   
Illustrations   

The Gypsy Lees' box    
Raine Geoghegan as a child with flowers 

for hawking 
Jack Walton's son with a circus performer 

  

Images of the 'Papers found in ye pocket 
of a Gypsie' in 1760  

In Memoriam card for James Draper, died 
1923 

  

Helen aka Nell Smith and her sister 
Blanche serving in the Land Army in WW1 

Francis John Doe, 1841-1934 

  

Coconut shies at Barnet Fair owned by 
Elliotts, Drapers and Taylors  

RTFHS contingent at the Cenotaph, 
November 2018 

  

Mark Ripley 
William White and his wife Charlotte 

Penfold 

  

Harriet Orchard with her husband 
Thomas, daughter Charlotte and mother-

in-law, also Charlotte  

  

Gravestone of Sanspi Smith in Des 
Moines, Iowa, USA 

Eliza Manley and Betsy Orchard hawking 

  

   
Is there a name index to Volume 14?   Yes - follow this link. 
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Romany Routes contents 

Volume 14 No. 2 – March 2019 
Main contents   Author 

Gypsy photos discovered online: Ampthill 
history site 

  
 

From newspapers: a Lee and a Rose hit the 
headlines  

 Mary Kears 

Righting a wrong: the benefits of  
re-reading past editions of Routes 

 Chrissie Allen 

They say 'truth is stranger than fiction': the 
case of two Romany soldiers called Sidney 

Harris 

 Paula Wrigley nee Harris 

Memories of Gorleston: Mrs Grey    
'Papers found in ye pocket of a Gypsie': 

Part 2 - the 'Gypsie' 
Gypsy-style marriage a valid marriage: 

Scottish law ruling  
Can't find your Travelling people in the 

1841 census? This could be why 
The story of the Shaw family 

Signposts - Useful family history sources, 
county by county: 2. Norfolk 

Fortune-telling in 1896: a crime as bad as 
carrying a weapon  

The fortunes of Bonner Brinkley  
Around the fire: Cinterbury Scott and the 

Golbys at Wickham Fair 
WW1 Medical Records: filling the gaps in 

Thomas Orchard's life  

 Norman Burton 
 
 
 
 
 
John S. Sermon 
 
 
 
 
Anne Ford 
 
Henry Smith 
Ian Orchard 

Romany ancestors? How grandfather's 
memories proved to be true 

 Mike Matthews 

 
Illustrations  

  

Gypsy basket-makers at Eversley, 
Hampshire  

  

Levi Parker and wife Fanny Loveridge 
Thomas Loveridge serving in WW1 

Gunner Sidney Harris MM  
Athaliah Boswell nee Whatnell  

  

Meshak and Lilian Hearne  
John Mark Hearne  

Gordon Boswell with a wagon horse and 
RTFHS members at an RTFHS Society Day at 

his Museum  
Arnie and Gladys Shaw 

Arnie Shaw serving in WW1 
Rose and William Shaw 

Romany vardo in Norwich, Norfolk, 1897 
Thomas Orchard serving in WW1   

  

   
Is there a name index to Volume 14?   Yes - follow this link. 

Can I buy this issue?  Check our Back Issues availability list here too: 
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Romany Routes contents 

Volume 14 No. 3 – June 2019 
Main contents   Author 

An odd find in the cottage that Gypsy Paul 
Ayres built  

  

Searching for Amelia Page, wife of Robert 
Penfold 

New compendium-style Family Tree book 
launched at Dorchester 

Gordon Boswell: victory in a campaign to 
engrave vardo on gravestone 

 Beverley Walker 

'Papers found in ye pocket of a Gypsie' - 
Part 3: the 'Gypsie' and his family 

 Norman Burton 

William 'Billy' Penfold: a Canadian Gypsy  Ken Newcombe 
Signposts: useful family history sources, 

county by county - 3. Lancashire 
Around the fire: My Gregorys' Hair 

  
 
Barbara Walsh 

RTFHS Treasurer's Report 2017-2018   Dianne Sutton 
Walking with the wagons: a poem for the 

summer season  
 Raine Geoghegan 

 
Illustrations  

  

Delaila, Leah, Jim, Idadde, Iza and Harold 
Heron in Brough, Westmoreland, 1911  

  

Gravestone of Gordon Boswell, Cowbit, 
Lincolnshire  

  

Gravestone of Santalena and Linda 
Buckley, Eastwood, Essex  

  

Betsy, Urania (nee Gregory), Naylor and 
Elsie Joan Ayres, about 1921  

A postcard showing the South Shore Gypsy 
encampment, Blackpool, Lancashire, in the 

early 20th century  

  

Unknown Gypsy family at Epsom 
Racecourse, Surrey, for Derby Day 

  

Gravestone of Elizabeth, Moddy and Byron 
Boswell and Annie Boswell Baker, Camelon 

Cemetery, Falkirk, Scotland  

  

Urania Ayres nee Gregory 
Illustrations of Gypsy fashions by Juliet 

Jeffery, author of Gypsy Guise & Disguise  

  

Gypsy mother and daughter pea-picking in 
Kent in the late 1930s  

  

Unknown Gypsy family in East Kent in the 
1930s 

Gypsy Sally Sparrowhawk picking lavender 
in Mitcham, Surrey 
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Romany Routes contents 

Volume 14 No. 4 - September 2019 
Main contents   Author 

Red hair and the New Forest Gypsies  Terry Doe 
The continuing saga of the Nichols: serial 

baptism supremos 
 Janet Keet-Black 

More about the Traylens  Stephen Smith 
Meeting distant James relations: a benefit 

of RTFHS membership in action 
The steam circus proprietor: Charles Dixon 

 Tracy Searle 
 
Anne-Marie Ford 

Remembering hopping time  Mary Horner 
A Memory of the Hop Fields: a poem for 

the autumn season 
Harriet Penfold nee James: how Bideford 

people rallied round to help 

 Raine Geoghegan 
 
Ken Newcombe 

Dorset Gypsies: on a higher level "up on 
top o' hill 'ere"  

 Jeremy Harte 
 

Quarter Session records for tracing Gypsies   
Discoveries in Sussex QS records   Janet Keet-Black 
RTFHS Society Day 2019 Gallery: 

celebrating 25 years  
  

RTFHS Chair's Report 2017-2018   Dianne Sutton 
Explore what your ancestors called 'home' 

at Hartlebury 
A sad fate for Margaret 'Peg Leg' Parker: 

found drowned 

 John S. Sermon 
 
Tracey Waters 

   
Illustrations   

Tommy and Vera Ripley and cousins  
Irish Travellers named Nicholls, 1961 

  

Arthur Traylen's Burrell showman's engine  
 Arthur and George Traylen 

James Mills (1902-1978)   

  

The James 'cousins'    
Joyce Hearn nee Bridges, Dormington, 

Herefordshire 
  

Hop-pickers near Ledbury, Herefordshire 
Ayres, Willett and James family members 

hopping in Hampshire 
Joe and Lil Lee picking hops 1930s or 40s 

  

Amy Ripley hopping, Bishop's Frome 
Unknown Gypsies camped at Epsom 

Racecourse, Surrey, 1930s 
Bournemouth flower sellers: Ciss 

Anderson, Daisy Burton nee White and 
Betsey Smith nee White 

Vardos at Hartlebury Castle, Worcs  
Margaret 'Peg Leg' Parker & grave marker 

Fortune-tellers at Yarm Fair, 1920 

  

Is there a name index to Volume 14?   Yes - follow this link. 
Can I buy this issue?  Check our Back Issues availability list here too: 
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Romany Routes contents 
Volume 14 No. 5 - December 2019: 25th Anniversary Issue 

Main contents   Author 
60 Scottish Travellers captured by the 1841 

census 
 Scott Butcher 

Stumpy Jack's school-days  Janet Keet-Black 
Francis Doe: tracking an 18th century 

militia-man through newspapers 
 Stephen Doe 

A fond farewell to RTFHS member Mike 
Scarrott 

Draper family sign up early with birth 
registration 

  
 
Dianne Sutton 

The James Boys  Anne-Marie Ford 
Around the fire: To the manor born - 

January 1940 
Steam circus proprietor? What does that 

actually mean? 

 Kenny Saunders 
 
Stephen Smith 

Visiting RootsTech London 2019  Ellen Stuart 
Phoebe Hedges: the death of the 'Essex 

Gipsy Queen' 
 Jackie Oldman 

 
Illustrations 

  

Scottish Travellers at Strathpeffer, Ross & 
Cromarty 

The Gypsy School, Farnham, Dorset 

  

Walker Hoadley's Showman's waggon  
A typical 18th century militia-man 

Mrs Frampton and her fairground toy stall 

  

Mike Scarrott    
Kenny Saunders aged about 10   

Kenny Saunders with George Simmonds 
and a Stokes, 1958 

 Tom Harniess engine plate 

  

Trevor, June and Jean Matthews, RTFHS 
Open Day, Woking, Surrey  

  

RootsTech London event at ExCel   
RTFHS members Ellen Stuart and Sharon 

Heppell meet at RootsTech London  
  

RTFHS Open Day at the Surrey History 
Centre, Woking, Surrey  

The gravestone of Charles and Britannia 
Dixon, Stock, Essex 

  

   
Is there a name index to Volume 14?   Yes - follow this link. 

Can I buy this issue?  Check our Back Issues availability list here too: 
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Romany Routes contents 
Volume 14 No. 6 - March 2020 

Main contents   Author 
Ronald Willson: the only Romany to have 

played cricket professionally? 
 David Willson 

My Ward family: can you help?  Steve Maguire 
The Wallser Family  Stephen Smith 

Mendoza and Montague (Gray) 
Koring Chiriclo: a poem for Spring 

 Anne-Marie Ford 
Raine Geoghegan 

The sad fate of a Showman's children    
Ruth Evans: the death of a Welsh 

centenarian 
An exciting re-discovery - for me! 

 Anne Francis 
 
Robert Dawson 

Sidney Lee Gregory: a Canadian mystery - 
Part 1 

 Some Gypsies at Dorchester Fair 
A Showman's Love Story 

Isaac Heron comes to life: newly 
discovered photo 

 Andrew Gregory 
 
Jeremy Harte 
Teresa Gess 
Robert Dawson 

   
   
   
 
 
 

  

Illustrations   
Ronald Willson in his cricket whites 

Job and Moreni Smith  
  

Charles Ward and Margaret Wilson    
Thomas Ward and Sarah Lucy Carpenter 

RTFHS history: Society Day at Gordon 
Boswell's Romany Museum, 1999: two 

photos 

  

Thomas Wallser and family members   
Unknown Gypsies: one possibly an East 

Anglian Gray; two possibly from Blackpool 
  

Ann Matilda Boswell and family: two 
photos  

  

The gravestone of Edward Eli and Helen 
Corbett and their five children, Manor Park 

Cemetery, London 
The Purcell Irish Traveller family, Kinsale, 

County Cork, 1956 
Sidney Lee Gregory aged 12 

Isaac Heron (Herrin), circa 1900 
Romany families posing with their vardos, 

possibly at a fair 

  

   
Is there a name index to Volume 14?  

 
 Yes - follow this link. 

Can I buy this issue? 
 

 Check our Back Issues availability list here too: 
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Romany Routes contents 

Volume 14 No. 7 - June 2020 
Main contents   Author 

Mistaken identity: correcting the names in 
a caption 

  

Hawkers in the Isle of Wight, 1891   
A fond farewell to Judy Cole   

Mixed Up Pages 
Timothy Furborough: the continuing tale of 

a Showman 

 Beverley Walker 
Stephen Smith 

Charles Booth puts London's Gypsies on 
the map 

  

My Hampshire Smiths and Does: are you 
connected? 

A Fine Romance (Andrew Deighton and 
Caroline Smith) 

 Colin Smith 
 
Anne-Marie Ford 

A foundling named "Wagener"  
Laurence Deighton: on trial for living in  

a tent 

 Peter Nice 
Ellen Stuart 

RTFHS Treasurer's Report 2018-2019  Dianne Sutton 
The Gypsies of Godshill, Hampshire  Hilary Spon 
Eddie Hearn: another sporting hero  

Sidney Lee Gregory - Part 2 
An umbrella with windows: the 1931 
invention of harpist Reuben Roberts 

A Buckland child and the burning of a 
dancing booth 

 Jack Winsper 
Andrew Gregory 
 
 
 
Anne Armstrong 

 
Illustrations 

  

Lena and Sam Cooper 
Hiram Maxim's Flying Machine at the 

Pleasure Beach, Blackpool, with Gypsy tent  
James Beaney 

  

Judy Cole and husband Peter, 2011    
Israel Loveridge with his grinding barrow   

May Black and Maria Doe, nee Black, 
Weyhill, Hampshire 

  

Caroline Beaney (1904-1965)    
Flower hawkers with their cart, Wardley 

Street, Wandsworth, London  
  

Lesley Smith, Sydney Smith and Ethel Doe   
New Forest Gypsies, Hampshire 

Sidney Lee Gregory at Barnado's 
Walter Doe, Royal Navy boy signaller in 

WW1 
'Gypsy Smith': an unknown fortune-teller's 

premises, Heysham, Lancs  
 

  

Is there a name index to Volume 14?   Yes - follow this link. 
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Romany Routes contents 
Volume 14 No. 8 - September 2020 

Main contents   Author 
One-Eyed Joe Lee gets the message   

So, where did your people sleep at night?  Robert Dawson 
Scottish Travellers: life in 1942   

Smallpox among the Gypsies  Jeremy Harte 
Scarrotts: is this the origin of their name?  Ian Orchard 

Gypsy Drovers 
A wedding in a flood: a 1937 snapshot of 

Dorset Romanies 

 Tony Dixon 
Jeremy Harte 

A Confusion of Cousins (Zachariah Boswell 
and Justina Dighton and family)  

 Anne-Marie Ford 

Can you help with my brickwalls in the 
Heron and Hurst families?  

 Patsy Patterson 

Hoppers and hawkers: down in Sussex  
in 1939 

RTFHS Chair's Report 2018-2019 

  
 
Beverley Walker 

53 relatives, 2 carts, 4 prams: a unique 
procession for Rebecca Doe 
Sidney Lee Gregory - Part 3 
Did Gypsy men dukker too? 

Around the fire: From tent and wagon to 
house via radar-van 

 Terry Doe 
 
Andrew Gregory 
 
Christine and Kenny Saunders 

   
Illustrations   

Emma and Frennie Stanley and others in an 
Alton hop-garden 

Jemima Smith (1865-1941): two photos 

  

Building a bender tent   
Vans on the road in Dorset    

A modern trailer   
Eileen Rawlings' obituary   

South Country Travellers during WW1    
Lavinia Cottrell nee Gray: two photos   

Esther Faa Blythe    
Hop-pickers in Kent, early 20th century  

Albert Doe, husband of Rebecca Doe  
Pat aka Martha Smith, grandmother of 

Sidney Lee Gregory, about 1865 
Leonard Lee and Horace Herbert Tann, 

fortune-tellers: two photos 
Hughes and Martin's shooting gallery 
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