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Wandsworth, MDX

in magistrates court

Four ragged and sun-burnt children, who gave the names of Elias Shaw, Mark Aaron,
Mary Balding, and Martha Balding, her sister, were charged with begging. - Police
constable Payne, V division, said that on Sunday afternoon [18th] he was on duty at
Barnes-common, with another officer, when he saw a great many gipsy children
begging of the foot passengers passing to and from the railway station. He also saw
them on the Richmond-road begging of persons in carriages and other vehicles. They
kept running at the side of them, some turning heels over head, and others jumping in
front of the horses. Several gentlemen had to use their whips before they would go
away. There were at least twelve of these children, and as these prisoners were older
than the others, he took them into custody. He heard one boy complaining of not having
received his share of the money, and he was told that he had 7'4d., and had ought not
to grumble, He did not find any money upon the prisoners, as they gave it to the
younger ones to prevent them losing any while turning heels over head. There had
been a great many complaints of the nuisance, and that was the first Sunday witness
had been placed there in plain clothes. - A lady attended to speak on behalf of the
children. She said Aaron had no parents, but only a grandmother to look after him. She
thought the persons who gave them money were greatly to blame. - The parents of the
other children said it was not their wish they should beg. They worked hard for their
living. The lady said they all lived in tents upon the common, and made mats and
brushes. - Mr. Ingham said they also sent their children out to beg. He agreed with the
lady, that the public were to blame for giving them money, as it was most destructive to
them. The parents did not seem able to take care of them, and therefore he must
punish them as an example. He discharged Aaron, but the other three he committed for
seven days with hard labour.
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