
 

 

 
 

BOSWELL, Henry 
 

  1583 27 October St. Andrew by the 
Wardrobe, LDN 

baptised [as BOSVILE] Boswell/Dawson, 34 

  1608 17 October Bermondsey, LDN baptism of Agnes [Henry & Abigail, née SCOTT] Boswell/Dawson, 34 
  1608 6 November Westbury on Severn, 

GLS 
baptism of Eglentine 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 34 

c1625? 
  

birth of Edward 
 

Boswell/Dawson, 34 
  1626 

 
?Doncaster, YKS baptism of Dorcas 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 34 

  1629 24 April Stretton on Fosse, GLS marriage of Eglentine Richard LONG = Eglentine BOSWELL Boswell/Dawson, 34 
  1633 20 October Morton by Bourne, LIN baptism of Henry 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 34 

  1635 27 September Morton by Bourne, LIN baptism of Frances 
 

Boswell/Dawson, 34 
  1638 21 January Clerkenwell, St. James, 

MDX 
baptism of Frances Henry Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Agnes aka Eglentine  
 

  1608 17 October Bermondsey, LDN baptism of Agnes daughter of Henry & Abigail Boswell/Dawson, 34 
  1608 6 November Westbury on Severn, 

GLS 
baptism of Eglentine daughter of Henry & Abigail Boswell/Dawson, 34 

  1629 24 April Stretton on Fosse, GLS married Richard LONG = Eglentine BOSWELL Boswell/Dawson, 34 
 
 

BOSWELL, Bartholomew 
 

  1631 22 September Wirksworth, DBY baptism of Henry Bartholomew, no fixed abode Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSSE, John 
 

  1635 24 May Wantage, BRK buried a poore child Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Richard 
 

  1639/ 
  1640 

1 March Adderbury, OXF baptism of Richard Richard & Phillis Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Dorcas 
 

  1626 
 

?Doncaster, YKS baptised daughter of Henry & Abigail Boswell/Dawson, 34 
 
 

BOSWELL, Edward aka Henry 
 

c1625? 
  

birth son of Henry & Abigail Boswell/Dawson, 35 
  1647 30 May Farnham, SRY baptism of Elizabeth Edward BASELLS Original register 
  1651 22 November Farnham, SRY baptism of Elizabeth Edward BASSELL Original register 
  1653 25 October Harborough Magna, WAR baptism of Thomas Edward BUSWELL Original register transcript 
  1661 16 August St. Mary le Bow, MDX baptism of Edward Edward & Alice Boswell/Dawson, 35 
  1662 20 November St. Mary le Bow, MDX baptism of John Edward & Alice Boswell/Dawson, 35 
  1665 20 February Lincoln, LIN married Henry BOSWELL = Bridget BOSWELL Boswell/Dawson, 35 
  1668 7 March Wolston, WAR baptism of Abraham Edward BOSWORTH Original register 
  1673 1 April Enderby, LEI baptism of Ruth Edward & Bridget BOSWORTH Original register transcript 
  1681 13 February Portsmouth, St. Thomas, 

HAM 
baptism of Moses Edward & Alice BOSSE Original register transcript 

  1683 20 May Tur Langton, LEI baptism of Levina Edward & Bridget Boswell/Dawson, 35 
 
 

BOSWELL, Henry 
 

  1631 22 September Wirksworth, DBY baptised son of Bartholomew, no fixed abode Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Henry ('King of the Gypsies') 
 

  1633 20 October Morton by Bourne, LIN baptised son of Henry & Abigail Boswell/Dawson, 34 
  1709 

  
died [as ‘King of the Gypsies’] Boswell/Dawson, 34 

 
 

BOSWELL, Sibbilla 
 

  1653/ 
  1654 

31 January Audlem, CHS buried of Heywood Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

  1653 11 June Bletchingdon, OXF baptism of Thomas William, [no further information] Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Frances 
 

  1635 27 September Morton by Bourne, LIN baptised daughter of Henry & Abigail Boswell/Dawson, 34 
 
 

BOSWELL, Frances 
 

  1638 21 January Clerkenwell, St. James, 
MDX 

baptised daughter of Henry [& Abigail] Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Richard 
 

  1639/ 
  1640 

1 March Adderbury, OXF baptised son of Richard & Phillis Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Bridget 
 

  1665 20 February Lincoln, LIN married Henry BOSWELL = Bridget BOSWELL Boswell/Dawson, 35 
  1668 7 March Wolston, WAR baptism of Abraham Edward BOSWORTH Original register 
  1673 1 April Enderby, LEI baptism of Ruth Edward & Bridget BOSWORTH Original register transcript 
  1681 13 February Portsmouth, St. Thomas, 

HAM 
baptism of Moses Edward & Alice BOSSE Original register transcript 

  1683 16 May 
 

birth of Levina 
 

Original register transcript 
  1683 20 May Tur Langton, LEI baptism of Levina Edward & Bridget. Born 16 May Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Elizabeth 
 

  1647 30 May Farnham, SRY baptised daughter of Edward BASELLS Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Elizabeth 
 

  1651 22 November Farnham, SRY baptised daughter of Edward BASSELL Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Thomas 
 

  1653 11 June Bletchingdon, OXF baptised son of William, [no further information] Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Thomas 
 

  1653 25 October Harborough Magna, WAR baptised son of Edward BUSWELL Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Marmaduke 



 

 

 
  1678 23 April Ormskirk, St. Peter and 

St. Paul, LAN 
buried peregrinus Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Edward 
 

  1661 16 August St. Mary le Bow, MDX baptised son of Edward & Alice Boswell/Dawson, 35 
 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1662 20 November St. Mary le Bow, MDX baptised son of Edward & Alice Boswell/Dawson, 35 
 
 

BOSWELL, Elizabeth ('Queen of the Gypsies') 
 

  1687 2 June Camberwell, St. Giles, 
SRY 

married Robt HERN = Elezb[.]th BOZWELL, King & quen of the Jepsies Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Abraham 
 

  1668 7 March Wolston, WAR baptised son of Edward BOSWORTH Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Ruth 
 

  1673 1 April Enderby, LEI baptised daughter of Edward & Bridget BOSWORTH Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1694 17 September Fulbrook, OXF baptism of John John of Stepney parish, travelling. "Bap from Capslodge" Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Elizabeth 
 

  1697 13 April Rousham, OXF baptism of Mary Elizabeth, a traveller [as ?BUSSEL] Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Moses 
 

  1681 13 February Portsmouth, St. Thomas, 
HAM 

baptised son of Edward & Alice BOSSE Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Levina 
 

  1683 16 May 
 

birth 
 

Original register transcript 
  1683 20 May Tur Langton, LEI baptised daughter of Edward & Bridget. Born 16 May Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Valentine 
 

  1703 29 March Penn, STS married Henry STOAKS = Valentine BOSWELL, Wolverhampton FreeREG 
 
 

BOZZIL, Dianah 
 

  1703 14 July Stamford, St. Michael, 
LIN 

married Abraham BLEWITT = Dianah BOZZIL, strangers Original register (JM) 

  1706 29 March Kirton in Holland, LIN baptism of Abraham Abraham & Dinah BLUIT, ?travellers [Mother : DINAH TRAVES [sic] - Original register 
transcript] 

Original register (JM) 

 
 

BOSWELL, Edward 
 

  1707 27 April Northampton, St. 
Sepulchre, NTH 

married Edward BOSWELL of Harlestone = Aymey LOVELL of great Billing Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Henry ('King of the Gypsies') 
 

c1690 
  

birth 
  

c1737 
  

birth of Inverto 
  

  1774 8 February 
 

death of Inverto In the Church-yard of Calne, Wilts, is a Tomb (generally designated by the title of The 
Gypsy's Tomb), erected to the memory of 'Inverto Boswell,' who is said to have been a 
the Prince, or (at least) the Son of 'the King of the Gypsies.' It is a handsome square 
Tomb, erected in a corner close to one of the entrances to the Church, enclosed with a 
dwarf wall and iron railing, with a covering or sort of canopy over it. It was, for many 
years after its erection, paid great attention to, by persons being sent as often as 
occasion required to keep the enclosed ground clear from weeds, and the ironwork, &c. 
regularly painted; but it has for some years past been quite neglected; and having seen 
it within these few days, I regretted much its altered appearance; on one side it has the 
following inscription: 
 
    Under this Tomb lieth the body of Inverto Boswell, Son of Henry and Elizabeth 
    Boswell, who departed this life the 8th day of February 1774, aged 36. 
 
    The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the Name of the Lord. 
 
There is an abbreviated inscription of the same import at the head of the Tomb, with 
four lines of poetry underneath, which I was not able to transcribe. Perhaps some of 
your numerous readers will be able to give intelligence of this Family, and whether they 
did belong to that singular race of people, which has been on the wane for many years, 
and of whom so few authors have been able to give any accurate account. 
 
J. B. - April 12, 1818 

The Gentleman's 
Magazine ( August 1818), 
112; quoted at <freepages. 
genealogy.rootsweb. 
ancestry.com/~cmtilbury/ 
taylor_family/calne_ 
wiltshire.html> 

  1774 10 February Calne, WIL burial of Inverto King of the Gipsies d of smallpox Original register transcript 
  1780 11 February Ickleford, HRT buried Gypsy 

 
Henry, Gipsy King, who, aged 90, was brought to Ickleford Church, near Hitchin, on 
Feb. 11, 1780, where also lie his wife and grand-daughter 

Original register + 
 
The Worcestershire 
Chronicle, 22 March 1890, 
6 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

c1691 
  

birth 
 

Original register transcript 
  1797 26 February Trumpington, CAM buried aged 96, a gipsy, workhouse Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Wisey Mentar 
 

  1712 29 August Bridewell, HRT in magistrates court [Wisey Mentar Boswell and Christy Boswell committed for indecent and disorderly 
behaviour] 

JGLS [exact reference not 
known] 

 
 

BOSWELL, Edgerton 
 

  1694 6 January Worcester, All Saints, 
WOR 

baptised son of Andrew & Eliz. Original register transcript 

  1723 7 June Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptism & death of Elizabeth Edggerton & Eliz. Original register transcript 
  1724 7 February Hallow, WOR married Edgerton BOSWELL = Clarinda SEBEIGHT Original register transcript 
  1731 18 October Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptism of Andrew Edgerton & Clarinda Original register 
  1734 5 October Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptism of Edgerton Edgerton & Clarinda, buried Jan: ye 29 Original register 
  1735 29 January 

 
burial of Edgerton 

 
Original register 

  1737 17 September Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptism of Abel Edgerton & Clarinda Original register 
  1741 7 July Cleobury Mortimer, SAL burial of Clarinda wife of Edgerton, affid-recd Original register 
  1741 29 November Cleobury Mortimer, SAL buried affid recd Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 



 

 

  1694 17 September Fulbrook, OXF baptised son of John of Stepney parish, travelling. "Bap from Capslodge" Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Mary 
 

  1697 13 April Rousham, OXF baptised daughter of Elizabeth, a traveller [as ?BUSSEL] Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWEL, Benjamin 
 

  1717 20 May Mortlake, SRY baptism of Doodatus Benjamin & Susanna Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Edward 
 

  1719 16 October North Runcton, NFK buried son of a strolling Gipsey, buried from Setchey Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Elias 
 

c1729 
  

birth of Susannah 
  

c1733 
  

birth of John 
  

c1734 
  

birth of Sarah 
  

c1735 
  

birth of Mary 
  

c1736 
  

birth of Erusha 
  

  1749 4 December Fordham, CAM removed to Buttsbury, ESS [Elias and Sarah BOSWELL removed from Fordham, Cambridgeshire to Batsbury, 
[Buttsbury] Essex, with children Susannah, 20, John, 16, Sarah, 15, Mary, 14 and 
Erusha, 13, on 4th December 1749] 

 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1732 13 June Nether Heyford, NTH burial of Elizabeth ye wife of John BOSWELL found dead upon ye Road & Buried Original register 
 
 

BOSIVIL, John ('King of the Gypsies') 
 

  1735 5 March Aberavon, GLA burial of Lavinia wife of John, Gipsy King Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Charles 
 

  1740 6 October Hertford, HRT relocated to Newgate [Charles Snr and Jnr, Hannah, Letitia and ‘Bush’ taken fron Hertford to Newgate for 
transportation] 

JGLS [exact reference not 
known] 

 
 
BOSWELL, William 

 
  1720 

  
birth 

 
Online family tree 

  1747 30 October Cheshunt, HRT baptism of Edward William & Eve BOSSWELL Original register transcript 
  1749 24 January Cheshunt, HRT baptism of Thomas William & Eve Original register transcript 
  1778 27 July Banbury, St. Mary, OXF marriage of Edward Edward BOSSWELL x, of this Parish, Chimney-Sweeper = 

Maria BANISTER x, of the said Parish, Spinster 
[wit : John GARN x / William BLOXHAM]                                                      Banns 

Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Ann ('Queen of the Gypsies') 
 

  1720/ 
  1721 

22 January Husborne Crawley, BDF buried queen of the Gypsies Original register transcript 

 
 

BOZWELL, Edward ('King of the Gypsies') 
 

  1741 20 March Winslow, BKM buried King of the Gypsies, buried with a stone. Executed for horse stealing with Finnamore 
and Edward Smith gypsies? [sic] 

Original register transcript 

 
 

BOZEL, Ambrose 
 

  1746 30 May Bristol, St. Phillip & St. 
Jacob, GLS 

married Ambrose BOZEL = Eleanor CHILCOTT                                                     License Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWEL, Doodatus 
 

  1717 20 May Mortlake, SRY baptised son of Benjamin & Susanna Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Sylvester 
 

  1739 30 September Walsoken, NFK baptism of Francis Sylvester & Susanna Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWEL, John 
 

  1722 22 September Richmond, St. Mary 
Magdelene, SRY 

baptised A child at Davices FreeREG 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mary 
 

  1742/ 
  1743 

24 February Great Comberton, WOR burial of Parthenia daughter of Mary Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWEL, Robert 
 

  1742 12 December Wellington, SAL baptism of Cornelius Robert & Diana BOSWELL Original register transcript 
  1744 23 December Little Melton, NFK baptism of Sinah Robert & Diana BOSWELL, Strangers Original register transcript 
  1747 23 July Southill, BDF baptism of Peata Robert & Diana BOZELL [BOSWELL, traveller - BT] Original register transcript 
  1749 28 October St.-Mary-at-Finchley, 

MDX 
baptism of Shadrach Robert & Diana BOSWEL, a Casualty-Child Original register 

  1750 21 October Basildon, Holy Cross, 
ESS 

baptism of Shadrach son of Robt & Diana, Travellers 
 
son of Robert BOSWELL, Tinker, & Pottania HERRON 
 
[William Boswell: His mother was a single woman who travelled around the country from 
place to place with a basket, selling pins, needles, laces and buying horse hair, old cloth 
and brass with one Robert Boswell, a Tinker. - translated from German original] 

Original register 
+ 
Essex Record Office, 
Q/RSv 1/2, Vagrants 
passes and examinations 
for surnames beginning 
with B, 1779-90  

  1755 8 April South Kilworth, LEI burial of Diana one of those People called Gypsies [as BOSWEL] Original register 
 
 

BUSWELL, Zacharius 
 

  1742 2 January Chilvers Coton, WAR married Zacharius BUSWELL = Mary SMITH Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Elizabeth 
 

  1723 7 June Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptism & death daughter of Edggerton & Eliz. Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, James 
 

c1723 
  

birth 
 

FreeREG 
  1741 18 April Wisbeach, CAM baptised aged 18, a jew FreeREG 

 
 
BASIL, John 

 
  1723/ 
  1724 

8 January Fawley, BKM buried a poor travelling man, a sieve maker Original register transcript 

 



 

 

 
BOSWELL, William ('Prince of the Gypsies') 

 
c1743 

 
not known, WIL allegedly robbed 

 
The Reading Mercury or 
Weekly Post, no.338, 28 
May 1744, 3 

  1744 21 May Oxford, OXF in magistrates court as 
complainant 

Laft Saurday [sic] fe'nnight Arthur Smith, commonly Call'd Prince of the Gipfies, and 
Lamas and Elizabeth Smith, his Son and Daughter, were committed to Oxford Gaol by 
Thomas Pardo, D.D. being charg'd on the Oath of William Bofwell, the King of another 
Gang, with robbing him of 15 l. in Wiltfhire, about a Year ago. 

The Reading Mercury or 
Weekly Post, no.338, 28 
May 1744, 3 

 
 

BOSWELL, Letitia 
 

c1724 
  

birth 
  

  1825 23 October Lodden, NFK buried aged 96, Died in Lodden Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Lucretia 
 

c1724 
  

birth 
 

FreeREG 
  1820 15 March Mells, SOM buried aged 96, Bradford Wilts FreeREG 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mary 
 

  1726/ 
  1727 

12 February Barby, NTH baptised daughter of Vagrants Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
c1748 

  
birth of Daniel Edward & Jane ET 

  1760 30 March Hougham, LIN baptism of James Edward & Jane, Traveller Original register 
c1766 

  
marriage of Daniel 

 
ET 

  1811 4 May Whitwell, DBY burial of Jane aged 100 Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, John alias FINNEMORE 
 

  1748 24 July Westminster, MDX married John BOSWELL, of Aldgate = Catherine ROGERS, of St. George in the East Original register 
  1759 ?early 

December 
Thame, OXF accused of theft On Saturday the Father of Finnamore, alias Bofwell, was committed to our County Gaol, 

charged as an Accomplice with his Son in breaking open and robbing the Seat of Lord 
Vifcount Wenman, at Thame Park in this County. 

Jackson's Oxford Journal, 
22 December 1759, 3 

  1759 7 December Oxford, OXF committed to Oxford Gaol 
 

Laft Night was committed to our County Gaol, one John Finnamore, alias Bofwell, a 
Vagabond Fidler, charged on the Oaths of two of Lord Wenman's Servants, as well as 
his own Confeffion, with ftealing out of the Servants Hall in his Lordfhip's Houfe, in the 
Night Time, a Velvet Cap, two laced Hats, and a Pair of Boots. 

Jackson's Oxford Journal, 
8 December 1759, 3 

  1760 7 March Oxford, OXF tried at the Assizes Yefterday the Affizes ended for this County ; when John Finnamore, alias Bofwell, was 
capitally convicted for Burglary, and ordered for Execution. 

Jackson's Oxford Journal, 
8 March 1760, 3 

  1760 17 July Oxford, OXF at the Assizes Thurfday ended the Affizes for this County, when...Finnamore, alias Bofwell, 
condemned laft Affizes and reprieved, was ordered to be tranfported for fourteen Years. 

Jackson's Oxford Journal, 
19 July 1760, 3 

 
 
BOSWELL, John ('Black Jack') 

 
c1748 

  
birth of Lawrence 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 57 

  1764 4 May North Tamerton, CRN baptism of Mary 
 

Boswell/Dawson, 57 
  1766 23 February North Tamerton, CRN baptism of William 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 57 

  1774 20  October Egham, SRY marriage of Lawrence Lawrence BOSWELL = Carmalione BOSWELL Original register transcript 
  1779 6 June Bletchingdon, OXF banns posted for Bartholomew Bartholomew BOSWELL x = Colly SMITH x Original register transcript 
  1780 23 December Nottingham, St. Mary, 

NTT 
marriage of John John BOSS = Mary NEWBERY Original register transcript 

  1786 9 May Hitchin, St. Mary, HRT marriage of William William BOSWELL = Hannah BELDHAM 
[wit : Lawrence BOSWELL] 

Original register transcript 

  1795 22 March Westcote Barton, OXF buried Commonly called 'Black Jack' [as BUSWELL] Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Margaret 
 

  1748 27 May Goring Heath, OXF buried A Travelling Woman Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Thomas 
 

  1748/ 
  1749 

13 January Emmington, OXF baptism of Joseph Thomas & Mary, as they called themselves being Vagrants Original register 

  1752/ 
  1753 

21 February Brightwell Baldwin, OXF birth of Edward 
 

Original register 

  1752/ 
  1753 

25 February Brightwell Baldwin, OXF baptism of Edward Thomas & Mary BASWELL of Sealford, Leicestershire, Born Feb: ye 21st  Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Zephorea 
 

  1749 25 May Cambridge, St. Mary the 
Great, CAM 

buried 
 

Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Susannah 
 

c1729 
  

birth daughter of Elias & Sarah 
 

  1749 4 December Fordham, CAM removed to Buttsbury, ESS [Elias and Sarah BOSWELL removed from Fordham, Cambridgeshire to Batsbury, 
[Buttsbury] Essex, with children Susannah, 20, John, 16, Sarah, 15, Mary, 14 and 
Erusha, 13, on 4th December 1749] 

 

 
 
BOSWELL, Henry 

 
  1750 27 September Bolton le Moors, LAN married Henry BOSWELL, of Carnarvon, in the principality of Wales, Hardware Man & 

Lapeny DRAPER, of Alderly in the county of Chester, Cheshire 
 
Bond supplied by James BOSWELL, of Bolton le Moors, Lancashire, Innholder, and 
Josiah DRAPER, of Nottinghamshire, Hardware Man 
 
 
Henry BOSWELL, of Caernarvon = Lapeney DRAPER, of Cheshire 

Marriage license transcript 
 
 
+ 
 
 
 
Original register (SF) 

 
 

BOSWELL, Andrew 
 

  1731 18 October Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptised son of Edgerton & Clarinda Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Parthenia 
 

  1742/ 
  1743 

24 February Great Comberton, WOR buried daughter of Mary Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

  1752 9 October Seagrave, LEI married William BOSWEL = Mary NEWBERRY Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1759 19 June Narborough, LEI baptism of John William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1761 1 February Narborough, LEI baptism of Parnel William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1764 6 May Cheriton, HAM baptism of Mary William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1765 8 July Narborough, LEI baptism of Mountjoy William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1767 9 October Narborough, LEI baptism of Thomas William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1776 26 September Bourn, CAM marriage of John John BOSWELL = Elizabeth TOWNSEND Boswell/Dawson, 53 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

c1733 
  

birth son of Elias & Sarah 
 



 

 

  1749 4 December Fordham, CAM removed to Buttsbury, ESS [Elias and Sarah BOSWELL removed from Fordham, Cambridgeshire to Batsbury, 
[Buttsbury] Essex, with children Susannah, 20, John, 16, Sarah, 15, Mary, 14 and 
Erusha, 13, on 4th December 1749] 

 

 
 

BOSWELL, Frances 
 

  1754 1 September Coton, CAM baptism of Jemima Frances, travelling woman Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Edgerton 
 

  1734 5 October Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptised son of Edgerton & Clarinda Original register transcript 
  1735 29 January 

 
death 

 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
  1754 13 June Frodsham, CHS baptism of Abraham John & Mary, Travellers [as Peter & Mary, Travellers - in another BT copy] Original BT 

 
 

BOSWELL, Sarah 
 

c1734 
  

birth daughter of Elias & Sarah 
 

  1749 4 December Fordham, CAM removed to Buttsbury, ESS [Elias and Sarah BOSWELL removed from Fordham, Cambridgeshire to Batsbury, 
[Buttsbury] Essex, with children Susannah, 20, John, 16, Sarah, 15, Mary, 14 and 
Erusha, 13, on 4th December 1749] 

 

 
 
BOSWELL, Tabitha 

 
  1783 28 December Ringstead, NTH burial of Esther BOSWELL a Young Gypsy Original register 
  1784 11 Janury Ringstead, NTH buried an Old Gypsie Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mary 
 

c1735 
  

birth daughter of Elias & Sarah 
 

  1749 4 December Fordham, CAM removed to Buttsbury, ESS [Elias and Sarah BOSWELL removed from Fordham, Cambridgeshire to Batsbury, 
[Buttsbury] Essex, with children Susannah, 20, John, 16, Sarah, 15, Mary, 14 and 
Erusha, 13, on 4th December 1749] 

 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mary 
 

c1735 
  

birth 
  

  1837 31 March Puriton, SOM buried aged 102, A GIPSY [sic] FreeREG 
 
 

BOSWELL, Erusha 
 

c1736 
  

birth daughter of Elias & Sarah 
 

  1749 4 December Fordham, CAM removed to Buttsbury, ESS [Elias and Sarah BOSWELL removed from Fordham, Cambridgeshire to Batsbury, 
[Buttsbury] Essex, with children Susannah, 20, John, 16, Sarah, 15, Mary, 14 and 
Erusha, 13, on 4th December 1749] 

 

 
 

BOSWELL, Moses 
 

  1756 16 March Ryton, Holy Cross, DUR burial of Solomon son of Moses BOZELL, Stanley Burne Original register transcript 
 

 
BOSWELL, Sudamore 

 
  1756 24 April St. Sepulcre, LDN baptism of Ann Sudamore & Ellis Boswell/Dawson, 46 

 
 

BOSWELL, Abel 
 

  1737 17 September Cleobury Mortimer, SAL baptised son of Edgerton & Clarinda Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Inverto ('Prince of the Gypsies') 
 

c1737 
  

birth son of Henry & Elizabeth 
 

  1761 16 March Edlesborough, BKM baptism of Lawrence Virtue & Lavina Original register transcript 
  1774 8 February 

 
died In the Church-yard of Calne, Wilts, is a Tomb (generally designated by the title of The 

Gypsy's Tomb), erected to the memory of 'Inverto Boswell,' who is said to have been a 
the Prince, or (at least) the Son of 'the King of the Gypsies.' It is a handsome square 
Tomb, erected in a corner close to one of the entrances to the Church, enclosed with a 
dwarf wall and iron railing, with a covering or sort of canopy over it. It was, for many 
years after its erection, paid great attention to, by persons being sent as often as 
occasion required to keep the enclosed ground clear from weeds, and the ironwork, &c. 
regularly painted; but it has for some years past been quite neglected; and having seen 
it within these few days, I regretted much its altered appearance; on one side it has the 
following inscription: 
 
    Under this Tomb lieth the body of Inverto Boswell, Son of Henry and Elizabeth 
    Boswell, who departed this life the 8th day of February 1774, aged 36. 
 
    The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be the Name of the Lord. 
 
There is an abbreviated inscription of the same import at the head of the Tomb, with 
four lines of poetry underneath, which I was not able to transcribe. Perhaps some of 
your numerous readers will be able to give intelligence of this Family, and whether they 
did belong to that singular race of people, which has been on the wane for many years, 
and of whom so few authors have been able to give any accurate account. 
 
J. B. - April 12, 1818 

The Gentleman's 
Magazine ( August 1818), 
112; quoted at <freepages. 
genealogy.rootsweb. 
ancestry.com/~cmtilbury/ 
taylor_family/calne_ 
wiltshire.html> 

  1774 10 February Calne, WIL buried a Jepsey Small Pox Inverto BOSWELL Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Ambrose ('King of the Gypsies') 
 

c1738   birth   
  1777 2 January Pentrich, DBY married Ambrose BOSWELL, of this Parish = Delana LEE, of this Parish FreeREG 
  1792 15 April Foston, LIN baptism of Lizzy Ambrose BOZWELL, [no further information] FreeREG 
  1792 15 April Long Bennington, LIN baptism of Lizzy Ambrose BOSWELL Original register transcript 
  1824 5 April Stoke Rochford, LIN burial of Delina aged 80, Delina BOSWELL  A traveller from place to place without any settled place of 

abode, Departed this life in the Parish of North Stoke 
Original register 

  1837 24 January Laneham, NTT died A. Boswell, the celebrated king of the gypsies, died on Tuesday afternoon, the 24th of 
January, in a lane in the parish of Laneham, at the great age of 99, as he himself stated 
a few minutes before his death. He was possessed of an ass, nearly as old as himself, 
a camp, an old fiddle, and three-halfpence ; his family consists of grandson (Elijah), two 
concubines (his wife having died some time previously), and twelve children, sons and 
daughters. His remains were interred by the gang with due honours, in Laneham 
church-yard. 

The Derby Mercury, 8 
February 1837, 2 

  1837 26 January Laneham, NTT buried aged 99, Gipsey Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
  1758 31 December Bourn, CAM baptism of Anne John & Tancred [‘Damker’ in another trancription] Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Trianella 

 
  1738 July Great Marlow, BKM baptised [no further details] Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Francis 
 

  1739 30 September Walsoken, NFK baptised son of Sylvester & Susanna Original register transcript 
 
 



 

 

BOSWELL, William 
 

  1759 19 January Shepshed, LEI baptism of William William & Parthene, Gypsies, Vagabonds Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Edward 
 

c1740 
  

birth brother to Moses 
 

  1766 21 September Earsden, North Shields, 
NBL 

married Edw BOSWEL = Isb DRAPER Original register transcript 

  1766- 
  1767 

December - 
January, passim 

Morpeth, NBL in gaol   NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Now in Cuftody, in the Houfe of Correction in Morpeth, the 
  following Perfons, who being found ftrolling and begging in 
  this County, were apprehended, and committed, as Vagrants 
  and Vagabonds : 
ROBERT HERON, EDWARD BOSWELL, 
and MOSES BOSWELL. 
  ROBERT HERON is about 63 Years of Age, five Feet five 
Inches high, of a fwarthy Complexion, wears an old blue Surtout 
Coat, and a drab coloured Waiftcoat, with Brafs Buttons, and a 
Pair of red Cloth Breeches, and fays he is Tinman by Trade. 
  EDWARD BOSWELL is about 26 Years of Age, of a very dark 
Complexion, and five Feet five Inches high, has large black Eye- 
brows, has loft the firft Joint of his Thumb on his right Hand, is 
well made, and wears a blue Surtout Coat, a crimfon coloured 
Hair Shag Waiftcoat, and Leather Breeches, and fays he is by 
Trade a Brazier, or Tinker. 
  MOSES BOSWELL (fays he is Brother of the faid Edward 
Bofwell) is about 23 Years of Age, five Feet six Inches high, of 
a fwarthy Complexion, and well made, wears a blue Surtout Coat 
with Metal Buttons, a ftriped Waiftcoat, and Leather Breeches, 
and fays he deals in felling Mugs about the Country. 
                      By Order,    CUTHBERTON. 

The Newcastle Courant, 20 
December 1766, 1, 
advertisement [appeared 
on page 1 of each issue 
between this date and 31 
January 1767] 

  1768 7 August Hugglescote & 
Donnington, LEI 

baptism of Sarah Edward & Issabella BUSWELL Original register transcript 

  1785 16 July Leicester, St. Margaret, 
LEI 

present at marriage of 
daughter Sarah 

Phœnix HEARN x, of this Parish, Brazier & a Bachelor = 
Sarah BUSWELL x of the same Parish & a Spinster 
[wit : George STEVENS x / Edwd NEWBERRY]                                         License 

Original register 

  1785 16 July passim Holwell-mouth, near 
Melton Mowbray, LEI 

meeting to celebrate the 
marriage 

  Leicefter, July 22. Saturday laft was married at St. Margaret's Church in this town, 
PHOENIX! a youth belonging to BOSWELL’S GANG OF GYPSIES, (now hutted in 
Humberftone-field,) to Miss BOSWELL, daughter of Mr. Bofwell, King of this fraternity. 
His Gypfean Majefty attended the ceremony : Charlotte Bofwell was bride-maid, and 10 
or 12 of the gang likewife attended. They presented the Clergyman who performed the 
ceremony with 10s. 6d. and to the ringers 15s. with a good dinner and drink in great 
plenty. - We underftand that a marriage ceremony amongft this tribe of people is always 
celebrated with great merriment, and the feafting lasts for 14 days ; indeed it is 
imposfible to conceive a happier set of people than they appeared to be on this 
occafion. The confummation of the nuptial rights was intended to be in Humberftone- 
field ; where perhaps Phœnix and his tawny Princefs, upon a green fod, with the canopy 
of heaven their only covering, may tafte as much real felicity as those of a higher order 
in their beds of down with pillows of thorns... 
  Phœnix's trade is that of a tinker - his wife is a dealer in palmeftry...  
  The Gypfies have undoubtedly a form of government amongft themfelves, and to their 
King pay the most implicit obedience ; to this fubmiffion we may fairly attribute their 
apparent happiness ; - they have no falfe honour amongft them, and they look upon 
fhame as the moft grievous punishment in the world. - 
 
...Phoenix' trade is that of a tinker — his wife is a dealer in palmistry... 
  We learn that in a few days, at or near Holwell-mouth, by Melton Mowbray, there will 
be a general meeting of Gypsies from Leicestershire and the neighbouring counties, to 
celebrate the nuptials of Phoenix with the King's daughter.  
  The Gypsies have undoubtedly a form of government amongst themselves, and to 
their King pay the most implicit obedience ; to this submission we may fairly attribute 
their apparent happiness. They have no false honour amongst them, and they look 
upon shame as the most grievous punishment in the world. 

The Bath Chronicle and 
Weekly Gazette, 28 July 
1785, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[additional paragraph 
added] 
 
The Lincoln Gazetteer, 29 
July 1785, page not known 
[poor transcription] 

 
 

BOSWELL, Cornelius 
 

  1742 12 December Wellington, SAL baptised son of Robert & Diana BOSWELL Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Moses 
 

c1743 
  

birth brother to Edward 
 

  1766- 
  1767 

December - 
January, passim 

Morpeth, NBL in gaol   NORTHUMBERLAND. 
Now in Cuftody, in the Houfe of Correction in Morpeth, the 
  following Perfons, who being found ftrolling and begging in 
  this County, were apprehended, and committed, as Vagrants 
  and Vagabonds : 
ROBERT HERON, EDWARD BOSWELL, 
and MOSES BOSWELL. 
  ROBERT HERON is about 63 Years of Age, five Feet five 
Inches high, of a fwarthy Complexion, wears an old blue Surtout 
Coat, and a drab coloured Waiftcoat, with Brafs Buttons, and a 
Pair of red Cloth Breeches, and fays he is Tinman by Trade. 
  EDWARD BOSWELL is about 26 Years of Age, of a very dark 
Complexion, and five Feet five Inches high, has large black Eye- 
brows, has loft the firft Joint of his Thumb on his right Hand, is 
well made, and wears a blue Surtout Coat, a crimfon coloured 
Hair Shag Waiftcoat, and Leather Breeches, and fays he is by 
Trade a Brazier, or Tinker. 
  MOSES BOSWELL (fays he is Brother of the faid Edward 
Bofwell) is about 23 Years of Age, five Feet six Inches high, of 
a fwarthy Complexion, and well made, wears a blue Surtout Coat 
with Metal Buttons, a ftriped Waiftcoat, and Leather Breeches, 
and fays he deals in felling Mugs about the Country. 
                      By Order,    CUTHBERTON. 

The Newcastle Courant, 20 
December 1766, 1, 
advertisement [appeared 
on page 1 of each issue 
between this date and 31 
January 1767] 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

  1744 11 May Cuxham, OXF baptised son of a trafellour [as BASWELL] Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Sinah 
 

  1744 23 December Little Melton, NFK baptised daughter of Robert & Diana, Strangers Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Phoebe 
 

c1745 
  

birth 
  

  1769 17 June Ash, KNT marriage bond posted Turpin LEIGH, 21, Bachelor, Ash, Kent = 
Phœbe BOSWELL, 24, Easton, Wiltshire 
[bondsman : Richard LOVELAKE, Easton] 

Sarum Marriage Licence 
Bonds 

  1769 19 June Easton Royal, WIL married Turpin LEIGH x, of the Parish of Ash in the County of Kent, Pot-Seller = 
Phœbe BOSWELL x, of this Parish, Spinster 
[wit : ...bid PEERS / Maurice Hiller GOODMAN]                                         License 

Original register 

  1775 22 July Checkendon, OXF baptism of Ruth Turpin & Phebe LEIGH of Wiltshire, Travelers Original register 
  1776 9 September Goudhurst, KNT burial of Turpin 

 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Robert 

 
  1765 24 July Bozeat, NTH birth of Philadelphia 

 
Original register transcript 

  1765 26 July Bozeat, NTH baptism of Philadelphia Robert & Parthena, Gypsies  was born in Bozeate Wood July 24  bapt at Church Original register transcript 
  1772 30 April Hornchurch, ESS burial of Philadelphia 

 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1747 30 October Cheshunt, HRT baptised son of William & Eve BOSSWELL Original register transcript 
  1778 19 April Caversham, OXF baptism of Edward Edwd. & Maria, travellers Original register transcript 
  1778 27 July Banbury, St. Mary, OXF married Edward BOSSWELL x, of this Parish, Chimney-Sweeper = 

Maria BANISTER x, of the said Parish, Spinster 
Original register 



 

 

[wit : John GARN x / William BLOXHAM]                                                      Banns 
  1785 13 December North Newington, OXF birth of James 

 
Original register 

  1785 18 December Broughton, OXF baptism of James Edward & Maria BOSWELL (Travellers). Born at Northnewton in the Parish of 
Broughton Decr13th & Baptized Decr 18th 1785. Memorandum, The said Edward 
BOSWELL and Maria his wife (whose Maiden Name was BANISTER) declared they 
were Married at Banbury in the County of Oxford, and that they belonged to the Parish 
of Britwell near Watlington in the said County of Oxford 

Original register 

  1787 26 December Aston le Walls, NTH baptism of Thomas Edward & Maria, a Sweepchimney who was married at Banbury and belongeth to 
Britewell Oxfordshire, The Child was born in Masr Archers barn Appletree [Travellers - 
BT] 

Original register 

  1799 25 March Ashford, KNT marriage of Edward Edward BOSWELL = Martha CURTIS Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1767 8 December Easton Royal, WIL baptism of Elisha Edwrd & Leticia, son of a Gepsey Original register 
  1796 July Kirton, LIN Elisha committed to the House 

of Corrections for four days 
[Claimed to be a son of Edward, and that his father was a pot seller living at Easton.] Boswell/Dawson, 45 

 
 

BOZELL, Peata [Beata - BT] 
 

  1747 23 July Southill, BDF baptised daughter of Robert & Diana BOZELL [BOSWELL, traveller - BT] Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Robert 
 

  1767 -- July Idmiston, WIL baptism of Embargo son of Robert & Lucretia, Travellers Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Joseph 
 

  1748/ 
  1749 

13 January Emmington, OXF baptised son of Thomas & Mary, as they called themselves being Vagrants Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Daniel (‘King of the Gipsies’) 

 
c1748 

 
Pentrich, DBY birth son of Edward & Jane ET 

c1766 
  

married 
 

ET 
  1781 5 March Auckland St. Andrew, 

DUR 
birth of Richard Daniel [& Sarah] ET 

  1788 17 June 
 

birth of Robert 
 

Original register transcript 
  1788 22 June Sutton Bonnington, NTT baptism of Robert Daniel BOSWELL & Sarah WENDERICK, born 17 June Original register transcript 
c1792   birth of Lewis Daniel [& Sarah] ET 
  1797 2 July Ruddington, NTT baptism of Lazarus Daniel & Sarah, a gipsey Boswell/Dawson, 49 
  1797 4 September Gamston, NTT burial of Lazarus son of Daniel & Sarah, Gamston Original register transcript 
c1802 

  
birth of Daniel Daniel [& Phillis BLEWITT - ET] 

 

  1804 17 May New Sleaford, LIN baptism of Starkey Daniel & Phillis Original register transcript 
  1811 4 May Whitwell, DBY burial of mother aged 100 Original register transcript 
  1827 2 March Selston, NTT buried aged 76 ET 
  1835 26 January Eastwood, NTT burial of Lewis aged 42 ET 
  1838 May Nottingham, Union 

Hospital, NTT 
death of Sarah aged 93 ET 

 
 

BOSWELL, Lawrence aka John ('King of the Gypsies') 
 

c1748   birth son of 'Black' Jack Boss alias Boswell Boswell/Dawson 
  1774 20  October Egham, St. John, SRY married Lawrence BOSWELL, of this Parish = 

Carmalione BOSWELL, of the Parish of the Devizes in the County of Wilts [sic] 
[wit : Dick BUTLER / Hugh STEVENSON] 

Original register 

  1776 19 May Hatfield Pereval, ESS baptism of Robert Laurence & Cornesia, Traveller Essex Baptism Index 
  1777 23 November Cottered, HRT baptism of Azgad Laurence & Carnatia (..: Constantia), Travellers Original register 
c1789? 

  
birth of Sarah Boswell Coronation and child, Sarah, from co. Glos North Wraxall to Bottlesford 

otherwise Bulford, Wilts. 8 July 1780 
Wiltshire Record Office, 
RO A1/706, Box 3 ; 
summarised in Romany 
Routes 3, no.8, 291 

  1780 8 July Bulford, WIL Coronation travelled on a pass Boswell Coronation and child, Sarah, from co. Glos North Wraxall to Bottlesford 
otherwise Bulford, Wilts. 8 July 1780 
 
[NOTE : Bottlesford is a short distance to the east of Devizes] 

Wiltshire Record Office, 
RO A1/706, Box 3 ; 
summarised in Romany 
Routes 3, no.8, 291 

c1781  not known, HRT birth of Susan   
  1782 27 January Great Wymondley, HRT baptism of Campin Lawrance & Connatione, Travellers [as Scamper] Original register transcript 
  1783 16 November Witchford, CAM baptism of Laurence Laurence & Camariana BOSSEL Original BT transcript 
  1784 3 January Raunds, NTH burial of Laurence Laurence Son of Laurence Original register 
  1785 16 October Manea, CAM witness to marriage Elisha BOSWELL x, of full age, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Sarah LOVELL x, of full age, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Lawrence BOSWELL x / Jno CROSS]                                                Licence 

Original register 

  1786 9 May Hitchin, St. Mary, HRT witness to marriage of brother 
William 

William BOSWELL = Hannah BELDHAM 
[wit : Lawrence BOSWELL] 

Original register transcript 

  1786 29 November Stanford-in-the-Vale, BRK burial of Robert [as BOZWELL] Original register transcript 
  1786 5 December Steeple Barton, OXF burial of Campin Child 6 years old of the people called Gypsies Original register 
  1787 31 January Adderbury, OXF baptism of Hardmaid Lawrence & Carnation [no further information] Original register 
  1788 4 January Huntingdon, HUN baptism of Moses Lawrence & Carrenation  England & Wales Births. 

1538-1940 
  1789 5 May Thorney, CAM baptism of Thorney Lawrence & Peggy (gypsies) Original register transcript 

(VH) 
  1789 8 November Stanford-in-the-Vale, BRK burial of Thorney an infant Original register transcript 
  1790 24 October Godmanchester, HUN baptism of Joanna Lawrence & Margaret Original register transcript 

(VH) 
  1791 24 April Thaxted, ESS baptism of Lucy Lawrence & Galalion Original register transcript 
  1793 27 January Sonning, BRK baptism of Samson John & Carnation Original register transcript 

(ET) 
  1794 23 October Wolverton, St. George, 

BKM 
baptism of Carter Lawrence & Carnation Original register 

  1794 27 October Wolverton, St. George, 
BKM 

baptism of Aaron Henry & Margaret Original register 

  1794 27 October Wolverton, St. George, 
BKM 

burial of Carnation & Carter Carnation, wife of Lawrence BOSWELL, & son Carter Original register 

  1803 2 January Weldon, NTH baptism of Dellerica Lawrence & Margaret BOZWELL, Gipsies Original register 
  1808 18 April Charlbury, OXF marriage of Moses Moses BOSS x, of the Town of Huntingdon in the County of Huntingdon = 

Sarah BUCKLAND x, of this Parish 
[wit : Henry BROWNE x / Wm PHILLIPS]                                                    License 

Original register  

  1815 2 January Knowle, WAR burial of Laurence aged 25, Traveller [as BOSS] Original register 
  1815 31 March Knowle, WAR marriage of Lucy Edward BUCKLAND x, of the Parish of Charlbury in the County of Oxfordshire, a 

Bachelor  = 
Lucy BOSWELL x, a Spinster 
[wit : Willm GLOVER / Johanna BOSWELL x] 

Original register 

  1832- 
  1833 

WInter period Smalley, DBY encamped for six months Lawrence Boswell, an old man, was almost in a dying state during the six months they 
remained at Smalley; and scarcely a week elapsed without some fresh branch of the 
family coming from a distance to pay respect to the venerable chief.  

Thompson (1924), 161 

  1833 mid-June Draycot Lane, DBY or 
NTT 

died We have to record the death, at an advanced age, a few days since, of Lawrence 
Boswell, said to be king of the gipsies. He had been in declining health a considerable 
time, and during the last two or three months was, with part of his family, lying 
encamped in Draycot-lane, between this town and Nottingham. As a proof that he was 
of some consequence among the fraternity, many tribes of gipsies from distant quarters 
assembled to bid him a last farewell. A coffin of the best Norway oak was made to 
receive his remains, which are expected to be interred in the parish church of Wilne. - 
Derby Reporter. 

The Times, 22 June 1833, 
6 

  1833 24 June Knowle, WAR buried aged 75, Gipsy Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, Thomas 

 
  1749 24 January Cheshunt, HRT baptised son of William & Eve Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWEL, Shadrach 
 

  1749 28 October St.-Mary-at-Finchley, 
MDX 

baptised son of Robert & Diana BOSWEL, a Casualty-Child Original register 

 



 

 

 
BOSWELL, Shadrach aka William 

 
  1750 21 October Basildon, Holy Cross, 

ESS 
baptised son of Robt & Diana, Travellers 

 
son of Robert BOSWELL, Tinker, & Pottania HERRON 
 
[William Boswell: His mother was a single woman who travelled around the country from 
place to place with a basket, selling pins, needles, laces and buying horse hair, old cloth 
and brass with one Robert Boswell, a Tinker. - translated from German original] 

Original register 
+ 
Essex Record Office, 
Q/RSv 1/2, Vagrants 
passes and examinations 
for surnames beginning 
with B, 1779-90  

  1778 30 August Epping, ESS baptism of Taiso Shadrack & Elizabeth Original register 
  1779 15 May Elmdon, ESS taken by a press gang Inlisted... 

 
Chadrick Boswell... 
 
[Later he lived the same life himself, with Robert Hearn and Edward Hearn, two 
travelling lads, moving through the country until finally, the constable of Elmdon, Essex 
pressed him into the service as a soldier. He was enrolled in the 75th Foot regiment, 
where he suffered an injury to the right leg in the service. - translated from German 
original] 

The National Archives 
 
+ 
 
Essex Record Office, 
Q/RSv 1/2 

  1779 mid - 30 
November 

CANADA 
 

Fighting in the 75th Regiment of Foot The National Archives 

  1779 30 November CANADA discharged from regiment Discharged... 
 
Imprefsd Men   | ...Shedrick Boswell...    |   30th November 

The National Archives 

  1779 
  

transferred into naval service 
 

(Richard Edmunds) 
  1780 25 December 

 
serving in the Middlesex West 
Militia 

Private Shadrach Boswell [serving in Sir William Walling’s Regiment] (Richard Edmunds) 

  1780- 
  1782 

25 December - 
March 

 
serving in the Middlesex West 
Militia 

 
(Richard Edmunds) 

  1782 24 March 
 

listed as a deserter 
 

The National Archives 
(Richard Edmunds) 

  1782 24 December 
 

still listed as a deserter 
 

The National Archives 
(Richard Edmunds) 

  1784 22 August Layer-de-la-Haye, ESS baptism of Caravaena Shadreck & Mesila, Travellers Original register 
  1785 16 October Hackney, St. John, MDX baptism of Matilda Shadrack & Mary (Parish) Original register 
c1787   birth of Clark [Shadrach & Elizabeth]  
  1793 5 January Hintlesham, SFK baptism of Lewis Shadrack & Senderella [née BUCKLEY] Original register transcript 
  1815 13 January Chelmsford, ESS wife at the Sessions A gang of twelve vagabonds, consisting of three males and nine females, strolling about 

the country as gypsies, have been apprehended at Borley near Sudbury, Suffolk, who it 
seems, harbour in St. Giles’s, London, some short portion of the year. The heads of this 
gang are Joseph and Hannah Lovel; and with them were two girls, whom they say are 
their daughters, called Esther and Susan; and another a niece, they call Ruth; a woman 
who calls herself Cinderella Boswell, a native of Staffordshire, but travels principally in 
Essex; and Palise the wife of Boswell’s son, who belongs to a parish in Ipswich, but 
travels as a grinder. Joseph Lovel having about two years ago, been adjudged a rogue 
and vagabond, at Chelmsford, was at the sessions on the 13th ult. adjudged to be an 
incorrigible rogue and vagabond, and committed to the House of Correction at 
Chelmsford, for 6 months; the rest of the party were adjudged rogues and vagabonds, 
and were committed for a month. Three stout fellows belonging to the gang, effected 
their escape with their four asses and baggage. Two young chimney sweeps who had 
joined the gang, and who said their names were Henry and John Gaskin otherwise 
Smith, were detained on suspicion of stealing a donkey cart, in the neighbourhood of 
Newport, on the Cambridge Road. Some of the relatives of these sweeps have, it 
seems, been in the Laurel Hulk, at Portsmouth. 

The Derby Mercury,16 
February 1815, 1 

  1815 28 January Chelmsford & Hamlet of 
Moulsham, ESS 

burial of Cinderella aged 63, Moulsham Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1770 3 February Chinnor, OXF baptism of Edward John, Travailer Original register 
 

 
BOSWELL, Thomas 

 
  1770 20 May Acton, CHS baptism of Zacharias Thos. & Jane, Acton Original register 

 
 
YATES or BOSWELL, Jeremiah 

 
  1770 25 November Long Buckby, NTH baptism of Jane Jeremiah & Rachael YATES [YATES or BOSWELL - Original BT], [no further 

information] 
Original register 

 
 

BOSS, Mary alias BOSSWELL ('Queen of the Gypsies') 
 

c1750   birth   
c1844-   
  1849 

 Lincoln, LIN in the Union 
 

The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
30 November 1849, 5 

  1849 26 November Lincoln, LIN died In the Lincoln Union, on Monday last, Mary Boss, otherwise Mary Bosswell, aged 99. 
Deceased was a queen of one of the gipsy tribes, and had been in the Union for about 
five years. 

The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
30 November 1849, 5 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

c1750   birth   
  1825  Cambridge Holy Trinity, 

CAM 
buried aged 75, Poor House <http://www.cfhs.org.uk/cgi

-bin/burialindex.cgi> 
 


