
 

 

 
 
BOSWELL, Cinderella 

 
c1752 

  
birth 

  

  1815 28 January Chelmsford, ESS buried aged 63 Original register transcript 
 

 
BOSWELL, William 

 
c1752 

  
birth 

  

  1782 16 June Haslingfield, CAM baptism of Crevancy daughter of Wm BOSWELL & Elizabeth BARNES Original register transcript 
  1786 18 September Thaxted, ESS baptism of Charlotte Willm & Rebecca Essex Baptism Index 
  1788 7 December Orwell, CAM banns posted William BOSWELL, a Travelling man, Bachelor & Rebekah BARNES, a travelling 

woman, Spinster 
Original register of banns 

  1788 21 December Orwell, CAM married William BOSWELL, Bachelor, A travelling Man = 
Rebekah BARNES, A Travelling Woman, Spinster                                       Banns 

Original register 

  1789 17 January  birth of Wymente  Original register 
  1789 25 January Little Hadham, HRT baptism of Wymente William & Rebecca, travelling Persons, N, born 17th Inst: Original register 
  1792 8 May Elmdon, ESS baptism of Kezia William & Rebecca Original register transcript 
  1799 2 June Elmdon, ESS baptism of Hope William & Rebekah Original register transcript 
  1800 3 April Braughing, HRT burial of Hope Hope BOSWELL Inft Gipsey died in a Lane near Gatesbury Original register 
  1801 1 November Fulbourne, CAM buried aged 49, A travelling chair bottomer from Elmdon, Essex FreeREG 

 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1752/ 
  1753 

21 February Brightwell Baldwin, OXF birth 
 

Original register 

  1752/ 
  1753 

25 February Brightwell Baldwin, OXF baptised son of Thomas & Mary of Sealford, Leicestershire, Born Feb: ye 21st  [as BASWELL] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Abraham 

 
  1754 13 June Frodsham, CHS baptised son of John & Mary, Travellers [as Peter & Mary, Travellers - in another BT copy] Original BT 

 
 
BOSWELL, Jemima 

 
  1754 1 September Coton, CAM baptised illegitimate daughter of Frances, travelling woman Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Carnation 
 

  1774 20  October Egham, St. John, SRY married Lawrence BOSWELL, of this Parish = 
Carmalione BOSWELL, of the Parish of the Devizes in the County of Wilts [sic] 
[wit : Dick BUTLER / Hugh STEVENSON] 

Original register 

  1777 23 November Cottered, HRT baptism of Azgad Laurence & Carnatia (..: Constantia), Travellers Original register 
  1780 8 July Bulford, WIL travelled on a pass Boswell Coronation and child, Sarah, from co. Glos North Wraxall to Bottlesford 

otherwise Bulford, Wilts. 8 July 1780 
Wiltshire Record Office, 
RO A1/706, Box 3 ; 
summarised in Romany 
Routes 3, no.8, 291 

c1781  not known, HRT birth of Susan   
  1782 27 January Great Wymondley, HRT baptism of Campin Lawrance & Connatione, Travellers [as Scamper] Original register transcript 
  1783 16 November Witchford, CAM baptism of Lawrence Laurence & Camariana BOSSEL [as Laurence] Original BT transcript 
  1784 3 January Raunds, NTH burial of son Lawrence  Original register 
  1786 5 December Steeple Barton, OXF burial of Campin Child 6 years old of the people called Gypsies Original register 
  1787 31 January Adderbury, OXF baptism of Hardmaid Lawrence & Carnation, [no further information] Original register 
  1788 4 January Huntingdon, HUN baptism of Moses Lawrence & Betty Original register transcript 
  1789 5 May Thorney, CAM baptism of Thorney Lawrence & Peggy (gypsies) Original register transcript 

(VH) 
  1789 8 November Stanford-in-the-Vale, BRK burial of Thorney an infant Original register transcript 
  1790 24 October Godmanchester, HUN baptism of Joanna Lawrence & Margaret Original register transcript 

(VH) 
  1791 24 April Thaxted, ESS baptism of Lucy Lawrence & Galalion Original register transcript 
  1793 27 January Sonning, BRK baptism of Samson John & Carnation Original register transcript 

(ET) 
  1794 23 October Wolverton, St. George, 

BKM 
baptism of Carter Lawrence & Carnation Original register 

  1794 27 October Wolverton, St. George, 
BKM 

baptism of Aaron Henry & Margaret Original register 

  1794 27 October Wolverton, St. George, 
BKM 

burial of Carnation & Carter Carnation, wife of Lawrence BOSWELL, & son Carter Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Abraham 
 

  1774 14 August Langley Marish, BKM baptism of Abraham Abraham & Letitia Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Edmond 
 

c1774   birth of Eliza [Edmond & Eldorai] Boswell/Dawson, 63 
c1783?   birth of Peter [Edmond & Eldorai] Boswell/Dawson, 63 
c1788   birth of William [Edmond & Eldorai - aged 51 when acquitted of sheep stealing in 1839] Boswell/Dawson, 63 
  1821 22 August Escrick, YKS marriage of William William BOSWELL = Elizabeth LOWTHER Boswell/Dawson, 63 
  1833 July Heslington, YKS burial of Eliza aged 59 Boswell/Dawson, 63 

 
 

BOSWELL, George 
 

c1754   birth   
  1778 25 June Coxheath, KNT deserted from his regiment DESERTED from the Berkfhire Regiment of Militia, at Coxheath Camp, and belonging 

to the Grenadier Company, the 25th of June, 1778, GEORGE BOZWELL, a Gipsy, 24 
Years of Age, 6 Feet high, very ftout and well made, has a very large and flat Nofe, dark 
Eyes, freckled Face, and rather an Impediment in his Speech ; he plays on the Violin, 
and ufed to travel the Country ; had on when he went away all his Regimentals except 
his Hat, with a very full old Scarlet Great Coat, and is fupposed to be gone towards 
Harrow-on-the-Hill. 
  At the same Time deferted, from the abovefaid Regiment and Company, THOMAS 
SMITH, a Traveller, about 5 Feet 11 Inches high, 23 Years of Age, flender made, with 
an odd Gait in his Walk, pout-mouthed, and has a large Scar under the Left Ear, very 
weak in his Knees, has very frizzled Hair, and had on when he went away all his 
Regimentals except his Hat, with a blue Surtout Coat very much worn and fhort, not 
coming down below his Knees. 
  Whoever will apprehend either of the above Deferters, and lodge them in any of his 
Majesfty’s Gaols, fhall, on Conviction, receive Two Guineas from Capt. Pye, befides the 
Twenty Shillings allowed by Act of Parliament. 

Jackson’s Oxford Journal, 
18 July 1778, 1, 
advertisement. 

 
 
BOSWELL, Bartholomew aka Solomon 

 
c1754   birth   
  1779 6 June Bletchingdon, OXF married Bartholomew BOSWELL x, of this Parish = Colly SMITH x, of this Parish 

[wit : John KIRTLAND / Jos COX]                                                                  Banns 
Original register 

  1782 30 June Wappenham, NTH baptism of Patheny Bar:mew & Cole BOSWEL [no further information] Original register 
  1785 5 June Thaxted, ESS baptism of Fallowfield [no parents given] Buckland/Trudgill, 4 
c1786   birth of Tryphena [Batholomew & Colly - ET]  
  1788 18 May Bramham, WIL baptism of Lewis Bartholomew & Colle BOSWEL of the Parish of Mallo in Darbyshire  Born in the Parish 

of Raod [sic - Rowde] 
Original register 

  1790 13 November Wroxton, OXF baptism of Farenette Bartholemew & Colle [no further information] Original register 
  1793 20 January Whichford, WAR baptism of Decetus 

 
Buckland/Trudgill, 4 

  1793 12 September Brinkworth, WIL burial of Deceitus son of Bartholomu & Collins Original register 
  1794 2 March Sherrington, WIL burial of Colly [as Chloe BOSWELL] - a Traveller Original BT 
c1794   birth of Macey [Bartholomew & Mary BUCKLAND - ET]  
  1796 October Kesteven, LIN charged with vagrancy and 

begging 
children : Fallerissa, aged 12, Trophane, 11, and Purify, 10 - mother Colly 
                Lewis, 9, Farnetta, 6, and Macey, 2 - mother Mary Buckland 

ET 

  1798 5 February Great Gonerby, LIN married Bartholomew BOSWELL x, of this Parish, Widower = 
Mary BUCKLAND x, of the same Parish, Spinster 
[wit : John HARVEY / John BARBER]                                                            Banns 

Original register 

  1798 5 February Great Gonerby, LIN married Bartholomew BOSWELL, Widower = Mary BUCKLAND FreeREG 
  1805 2 April Langford, BRK burial of Penella daughter of Solomon BOSARI, a Gypsy Original register transcript 



 

 

  1810 15 October Calne, WIL marriage of Tryphena Thomas DIX x, of this Parish = Tryphena BOSWELL x, of the Same 
[wit : William FORD x / Henry HARRIS]                                                        Banns 

Original register 

  1839 1st Quarter Wallingford, BRK death registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1839 15 January Hagbourne, BRK buried aged 85, West Hagbourne common 

 
It is often remarked that a dead donkey or a dead gipsy is seldom seen ; but on 
Tuesday last, the most rare spectacle of a gipsy’s funeral was witnessed at East 
Hagbourne, as they are generally supposed to be buried under a hedge, or in a barrow, 
or wood. Some little time since, Lewis Boswell, son of the late Gipsy King Solomon, 
came within the parish of Hagbourne, then very ill, and no doubt with the intention of 
being buried by the side of his father. He was visited frequently in his tent, by the vicar, 
the Rev. R. Meredith, and died on Friday, the 10th instant. He was followed to the grave 
by his widow and descendants, and some of the tribes of Buckland’s and Smith’s [sic]. 
The beauty of the women, and the black piercing eyes of the men were remarkable. 
Their swarthy countenances and raven hair, (some of which would have been improved 
by washing and combing,) also contrasted strangely with the flaxen hair of the 
numerous bystanders. His dog was also a follower. The service was impressively 
performed by the vicar, amidst the wailing of some of the women, and it was very 
pleasing to see how fervently some of them joined in the Lord’s prayer, and other 
portions of the service. At the conclusion, Mr. Meredith delivered a short address, 
imploring them to prepare themselves for another world, as we must all soon be like 
that man, laid in the grave, and taken from this world for ever. It was expected that they 
would perform on the violin over his grave, the same as when his father, Solomon, the 
King, was buried ; but here the bystanders were disappointed, for each one in their turn 
took some hand-fulls [sic] of earth and threw it on the coffin, evidently considering this 
to be a sacred duty, and apparently connected with some superstition belonging to this 
peculiar people. 

Original register transcript 
+ 
The Berkshire Chronicle, 
18 February 1860, 8  

 
 
BOSWELL, Zaccheus 

 
  1775 5 June Wednesbury, St. 

Bartholomew, STS 
married Zacheus BOSWELL = Sarah STOKES Original register transcript 

  1778 15 February Wednesbury, St. 
Bartholomew, STS 

baptism of Zaccheus Zaccheus & Sarah Original register transcript 

  1795 25 December Wolverhampton, St. 
Peter, STS 

marriage of Zaccheus Zaccheus BOSWELL, Bachelor = Elizabeth CLARK, Spinster 
[wit : Edward BOSWELL / Joseph MEREADY [sic - ?McCREADY]             Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1826 4 November Nottingham, NTT death of Sarah   Nov, 4 - Sarah Boswell, the reputed wife of Zachariah Boswell, whose father was “King 
of the Gipsies,” died in a stable at the Union inn, Nottingham. 

The Stamford Mercury, 1 
September 1871, 7 

 
 
BOSWELL, Ann 

 
  1756 24 April St. Sepulcre, LDN baptised daughter of Sudamore & Ellis Boswell/Dawson, 46 

 
 
BOSWELL, George 

 
  1776 31 March, 7 & 

14 April 
Warrington, St. Elphin, 
LAN 

banns posted 
 

Original register transcript 

  1776 14 April Warrington, St. Elphin, 
LAN 

married George BOSWELL x, Brazier, of this Parish = 
Susannah SMITH x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Samuel DICKENSON / Hugh ORRETT] 
 
Banns read 31 March, 7 April, 14 April 

Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Robert 

 
  1776 23 November Biddulph, STS burial of Ann daughter of Robert & Ann, Gypsy Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Solomon 
 

  1756 16 March Ryton, Holy Cross, DUR buried son of Moses BOZELL, Stanley Burne Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Henry  

 
  1762 27 June Husborne Crawley, BDF buried gipsy child Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL,?Howard 

 
  1777 10 January Charlbury, OXF baptism of John Howard [?faded] & Mary, Travellers [as BISSELL] Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Solivano 

 
c1757 

  
birth 

  

  1801 16 June Marnham, NTT baptism of Lazarus Vine & Lucy, vagrant of Bransfield Boswell/Dawson, 67 
  1804 9 May Bromsgrove, WOR baptism of Moses Soliveno & Comfort FreeREG 
c1806 

  
birth of Thomas 

  

c1810 
 

 birth of Samuel  
 

  1811 7 April Dormston, WOR baptism of Delilah Viney & Comfort, Vagrants, Macclesfield Boswell/Trudgill, 2 
  1812 2 March Hampton in Arden, WAR married Vine BOSWELL x, a Bachelor, of this Hamlet in the Parish of Hampton in Arden = 

Comfort WOODALL x, a Spinster, same 
[wit : John Arnold KIMBELL / William EBERN]                                             Banns 

Original register 

c1817 
 

Oldbury, West Bromwich, 
STS 

birth of George 
  

c1818 
  

birth of William 
  

  1820 14 February Walesby, NTT marriage of Elijah Elijah BOSWELL = Harriet METCALFE Boswell/Dawson, 97 
  1823 23 March Marston upon Dove, DBY baptism of Marianne Viney & Comfort, Tinker, Macclesfield in Cheshire Original register 
c1825 

  
birth of Faith 

  

c1826 
  

birth of Rodaman 
  

  1828 16 March Althorpe, LIN baptism of John Henry & Mary, Gypsies, Amscotts FreeREG 
c1830 

  
birth of Oseri 

  

  1831 31 December Horkstow, LIN baptism of Phoenix Viney & Comfort, Scissor Grinder, Wandering Gipsey Original register 
  1835 4 April Harborne, STS marriage of Hannah William KENNEDY = Hannah BOSWELL Boswell/Dawson, 68 
c1835 

 
not known, STS birth of Othamore 

  

  1841 6 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS  Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 
Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 
Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
 
Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

HO107 1004 10 6 

  1848 6 January Weston near Crewe, CHS died Chair-bottom-Maker, aged 91. Old Age  No Medical Attendant. x The Mark of Comfort 
BOSWELL Present at the Death  Weston. Registered 9 January [as Viney] 

Death certificate 

  1848 9 January Wybunbury, CHS buried aged 91, Weston [as Viney] Original register 
  1848 1st Quarter Nantwich, CHS death registered [as Viney] GRO Index 
  1850 June Kensal Green, MDX burial of Samuel 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 67 

  1865 15 February Bowdon, CHS burial of Comfort aged 98, (Gypsy) Original register 
  1865 1st Quarter Altrincham, CHS death of Comfort registered aged 98, widow of Vine BOSWELL, Chair-bottomer. Informant : Noah BOSWELL GRO Index + 

Boswell/Trudgill, 2 



 

 

 
 
BOSWELL, George 

 
  1758 30 July Garsington, OXF baptised Son of (a Travelling Man) x 

x @ BOSWELL 
Original register 

  1775 12 November Garsington, OXF baptism of Edward George BOSDELL, a Traviller [in margin - @ W] Original register 
  1831 30 December Garsington, OXF buried aged @ 89, Garsington (travelling man) 

[in margin - ‘@ George son of a travelling man born 1758.’] 
Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Anne 

 
  1758 31 December Bourn, CAM baptised daughter of John & Tancred [‘Damker’ in another trancription] Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
  1778 4 January Newington, OXF baptism of Mary John & Sarah, Travellers Original register 
  1780 6 August Bloxham, OXF baptism of Major John, a travelling Gipsey Original register 
  1797- 
  1798 

31 December, 7 
& 14 January 

Breedon on the Hill, LEI banns posted for Major Magor BOSWELL & Lucy BOSWELL  Both in This Parish Original register 

  1798 15 January Breedon on the Hill, LEI marriage of Major Magor BOSWELL x, of this Parish = Lucy BOSWELL, x. of this Parish 
[wit : Thomas ALET / William ENZOR]                                                          Banns 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Lætitia 

 
  1778 27 December Seaton, RUT baptism of Portivini -- & Lætitia (Gipseys) Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL,Thomas Alfred 

 
c1758 

  
birth 

 
Original register transcript 

  1839 27 October Woolfardisworthy, DEV buried aged 81, Sojourner in Westfardisworthy Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSVILLE, William 
 

  1778 5 October Bridewell, HRT passed to their place of 
settlement 

[William Bosville and Commerserilla Boswell were passed to their place of settlement] JGLS [exact reference not 
known] 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

  1759 19 January Shepshed, LEI baptised son of William & Parthene, Gypsies, Vagabonds Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1759 19 June Narborough, LEI baptised son of William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1776 26 September Bourn, CAM married John BOSWELL = Elizabeth TOWNSEND Boswell/Dawson, 53 

 
 
BOSWELL, Elizabeth 

 
  1779 6 June Charlbury, OXF baptism of John Wm: & Eliz: COLBURN [née BOSWELL - ET], Travellers Original register 
c1795   birth of Maria   
  1814 24 June Newnham, NTH marriage of Maria Joseph SHERRIFF x, of this Parish = Mariah COBRON x, of this Parish 

[wit : William COBRON x / Jane COBRON x]                                                Banns 
Original register 

  1818 6 April Newnham, NTH marriage of William William COLBORN x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 
Susannah BUTLER x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : John BILLINGHAM / Maria SHERIFF x]                                                Banns 

Original register 

  1825 18 July Newnham, NTH marriage of Hannah Joseph BUTLER x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 
Hannah COBURN x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : John DAVIS x / Ann DAVIS x]                                                                Banns 

Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL John 
 

  1779 7 May Weldon, NTH married John BOSWELL x of [this] Parish = Dinah LOVELL x of [this] Parish 
[wit : Wm hawthorn / William butler [sic]]                                                 By licence 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, James 

 
  1760 30 March Hougham, LIN baptised son of Edward & Jane, Traveller Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Robert 

 
  1780 2 January Kilmington, SOM baptism of Edward Robert & Mary, (Gypsies) Original register 

 
 
BOSS, John 

 
  1780 23 December Nottingham, St. Mary, 

NTT 
married John BOSS = Mary NEWBERY [son of John (‘Black Jack’) - Boswell/Dawson, 57] Original register transcript 

c1781 
 

Macclesfield, YKS [sic] birth of Anselo 
 

Boswell/Dawson, 63 
  1795 22 March Westcote Barton, OXF burial of father Commonly called 'Black Jack' [as BUSWELL] Original register transcript 
  1803 9 January Barrowden, RUT baptism of Spizanna John & Mary BOSWELL, Gipsies Original register 
  1809 3 December Raydon, SFK baptism of Coccorelli John & Mary BOSWELL, late GIPSEYS [sic - transcription] Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Parnel 
 

  1761 1 February Narborough, LEI baptised son of William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
 
 
BOSWELL, Lawrence 

 
  1761 19 March Edlesborough, BKM baptised son of Virtue & Lavina Original register transcript 

 
 
BISSIL, Samuel 

 
  1781 21 & 28 

October, & 1 
November 

Charlton on Otmoor, OXF banns posted Saml. BISSIL & Jane WEST, Sojourners of this Parish  Original register 

  1781 9 November Charlton on Otmoor, OXF married Samuel BISSIL x = Jane WEST x, Sojourners of this Parish 
[wit : Gabriel ?H… / Edmd. RICE]                                                                  Banns 

Original register 

  1783 11 May North Stoke, OXF baptism of Elizabeth Saml & Jane, [no further information] Original register 
  1792 10 June North Stoke, OXF baptism of Richard Samuel & Jane, [no further information] Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mary 
 

  1764 6 May Cheriton, HAM baptised daughter of William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
 
 
BOSWELL, Mary 

 
  1764 4 May North Tamerton, CRN baptised daughter of John (‘Black Jack’) Boswell/Dawson, 57 
  1786 8 October Upton, LIN baptism of Mary 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 57 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mountjoy 
 

  1765 8 July Narborough, LEI baptised son of William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
 
 
BOSWELL, Philadelphia 

 
  1765 24 July Bozeat, NTH birth 

 
Original register transcript 



 

 

  1765 26 July Bozeat, NTH baptised daughter of Robert & Parthena, Gypsies  was born in Bozeate Wood July 24  bapt at 
Church 

Original register transcript 

  1772 30 April Hornchurch, ESS buried 
 

Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Charlotte 

 
  1785 16 July Leicester, St. Margaret, 

LEI 
acted as bridesmaid at 
wedding 

Phœnix HEARN x, of this Parish, Brazier & a Bachelor = 
Sarah BUSWELL x of the same Parish & a Spinster 
[wit : George STEVENS x / Edwd NEWBERRY]                                    By license 

Original register 

  1785 16 July passim Holwell-mouth, near 
Melton Mowbray, LEI 

meeting to celebrate the 
marriage 

  Leicefter, July 22. Saturday laft was married at St. Margaret's Church in this town, 
PHOENIX! a youth belonging to BOSWELL’S GANG OF GYPSIES, (now hutted in 
Humberftone-field,) to Miss BOSWELL, daughter of Mr. Bofwell, King of this fraternity. 
His Gypfean Majefty attended the ceremony : Charlotte Bofwell was bride-maid, and 10 
or 12 of the gang likewife attended. They presented the Clergyman who performed the 
ceremony with 10s. 6d. and to the ringers 15s. with a good dinner and drink in great 
plenty. - We underftand that a marriage ceremony amongft this tribe of people is always 
celebrated with great merriment, and the feafting lasts for 14 days ; indeed it is 
imposfible to conceive a happier set of people than they appeared to be on this 
occafion. The confummation of the nuptial rights was intended to be in Humberftone- 
field ; where perhaps Phœnix and his tawny Princefs, upon a green fod, with the canopy 
of heaven their only covering, may tafte as much real felicity as those of a higher order 
in their beds of down with pillows of thorns... 
  Phœnix's trade is that of a tinker - his wife is a dealer in palmeftry...  
  The Gypfies have undoubtedly a form of government amongft themfelves, and to their 
King pay the most implicit obedience ; to this fubmiffion we may fairly attribute their 
apparent happiness ; - they have no falfe honour amongft them, and they look upon 
fhame as the moft grievous punishment in the world. - 
 
...Phoenix' trade is that of a tinker — his wife is a dealer in palmistry... 
  We learn that in a few days, at or near Holwell-mouth, by Melton Mowbray, there will 
be a general meeting of Gypsies from Leicestershire and the neighbouring counties, to 
celebrate the nuptials of Phoenix with the King's daughter.  
  The Gypsies have undoubtedly a form of government amongst themselves, and to 
their King pay the most implicit obedience ; to this submission we may fairly attribute 
their apparent happiness. They have no false honour amongst them, and they look 
upon shame as the most grievous punishment in the world. 

The Bath Chronicle and 
Weekly Gazette, 28 July 
1785, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[additional paragraph 
added] 
 
The Lincoln Gazetteer, 29 
July 1785, page not known 
[poor transcription] 

 
 
BOSWELL, Elisha 

 
  1785 16 October Manea, CAM married Elisha BOSWELL x, of full age, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Sarah LOVELL x, of full age, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Lawrence BOSWELL x / Jno CROSS]                                               License 

Original register 

  1792 11 November Ardley, HRT baptism of Amiah Olisha & Sarah BOSEWELL (paid 3d) Original register transcript 
  1798 28 September Eye, SFK baptism of Riley Elisha & Zaha Original register transcript 
  1802  Whittlesey, CAM baptism of Honour Ladger & Sarah, gypsies  Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Mary 

 
c1765 

  
birth 

  

  1845 26 December West Hanney, BRK buried aged 80, Gypsy, Wantage, Union House Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Richard 

 
  1785 26 June Quainton, BKM baptism of Absolam Richard & Phillis, Gypsies Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, William 

 
  1766 23 February North Tamerton, CRN baptised son of John (‘Black Jack’) Boswell/Dawson, 57 
  1786 9 May Hitchin, St. Mary, HRT married William BOSWELL x, of the Parish of Hitchin Herts = 

Hannah BELDHAM x, of the same, Spinster 
[wit : Laurence BOSWELL x / Mary BOSWELL X]                                      License 

Original register 

  1790 21 November Leighton-Bromsword, 
HUN 

baptism of Lucas William & Hannah Original register transcript 

  1795 22 March Westcote Barton, OXF burial of father Commonly called 'Black Jack' [as BUSWELL] Original register transcript 
 
 
BOZWELL, Robert 

 
  1776 19 May Hatfield Pereval, ESS baptised son of Laurence & Cornesia, Traveller Essex Baptism Index 
  1786 29 November Stanford-in-the-Vale, BRK buried [as BOZWELL] Original register transcript 

 
 
 

BOSWELL, Embargo 
 

  1767 -- July Idmiston, WIL baptised son of Robert & Lucretia, Travellers Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Thomas 
 

  1767 9 October Narborough, LEI baptised son of William & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 53 
 

 
BOSWELL, Elisha 

 
  1767 8 December Easton Royal, WIL baptised son of Edwrd & Leticia, son of a Gepsey Original register 
  1796 July Kirton, LIN commited to the House of 

Corrections for four days 
[Claimed to be a son of Edward, and that his father was a pot seller living at Easton.] Boswell/Dawson, 45 

  1796 15 July Easton, WIL removed to Easton 
 

Boswell/Dawson, 45 
 
 
BOSWELL, Sarah 

 
  1768 7 August Hugglescote & 

Donnington, LEI 
baptised daughter of Edward & Issabella BUSWELL Original register transcript 

  1785 16 July Leicester, St. Margaret, 
LEI 

married Phœnix HEARN x, of this Parish, Brazier & a Bachelor = 
Sarah BUSWELL x of the same Parish & a Spinster 
[wit : George STEVENS x / Edwd NEWBERRY]                                        License 

Original register 

  1785 16 July passim Holwell-mouth, near 
Melton Mowbray, LEI 

meeting to celebrate the 
marriage 

  Leicefter, July 22. Saturday laft was married at St. Margaret's Church in this town, 
PHOENIX! a youth belonging to BOSWELL’S GANG OF GYPSIES, [now hutted in 
Humberftone-field,) to Miss BOSWELL, daughter of Mr. Bofwell, King of this fraternity. 
His Gypfean Majefty attended the ceremony : Charlotte Bofwell was bride-maid, and 10 
or 12 of the gang likewife attended. They presented the Clergyman who performed the 
ceremony with 10s. 6d. and to the ringers 15s. with a good dinner and drink in great 
plenty. - We underftand that a marriage ceremony amongft this tribe of people is always 
celebrated with great merriment, and the feafting lasts for 14 days ; indeed it is 
imposfible to conceive a happier set of people than they appeared to be on this 
occafion. The confummation of the nuptial rights was intended to be in Humberftone- 
field ; where perhaps Phœnix and his tawny Princefs, upon a green fod, with the canopy 
of heaven their only covering, may tafte as much real felicity as those of a higher order 
in their beds of down with pillows of thorns... 
  Phœnix's trade is that of a tinker - his wife is a dealer in palmeftry...  
  The Gypfies have undoubtedly a form of government amongft themfelves, and to their 
King pay the most implicit obedience ; to this fubmiffion we may fairly attribute their 
apparent happiness ; - they have no falfe honour amongft them, and they look upon 
fhame as the moft grievous punishment in the world. - 
 
...Phoenix' trade is that of a tinker — his wife is a dealer in palmistry... 
  We learn that in a few days, at or near Holwell-mouth, by Melton Mowbray, there will 
be a general meeting of Gypsies from Leicestershire and the neighbouring counties, to 
celebrate the nuptials of Phoenix with the King's daughter.  
  The Gypsies have undoubtedly a form of government amongst themselves, and to 
their King pay the most implicit obedience ; to this submission we may fairly attribute 
their apparent happiness. They have no false honour amongst them, and they look 
upon shame as the most grievous punishment in the world. 

The Bath Chronicle and 
Weekly Gazette, 28 July 
1785, 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[additional paragraph 
added] 
 
The Lincoln Gazetteer, 29 
July 1785, page not known 
[poor transcription] 

  1788 27 January Great Gonerby, LIN baptism of Sabina Phoenix & Sarah HEREN, a travelling brazier & pauper commonly called an Egyptian FreeREG 
 

 
BOSWELL, Abraham 

 



 

 

  1788 5 October Canterbury, St. Peter, 
KNT 

baptism of Sophia Abraham & Sarah (travelling Gipsies) born in a barn in North Lane the parish of 
Westcote with ?... 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1788 13 January Watford, NTH baptism of Culosto Edward & Greenhof, Gipsey Original BT transcript 
  1788 16 January Watford, NTH baptism of Culvato Edward & Elizabeth, gypsies Original register transcript 
  1799 27 October Great Kimble, BKM baptism of Trinity Edward & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Elizabeth 

 
  1788 28 December East Haddon, NTH married William SMITH x of Harlestone = Elizabeth BOSWELL x 

[wit : William CAVE / Elizabeth SMITH x] 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Naomi ('Queen of the Gipsies') 

 
c1768 

  
birth 

  

  1838 March Littleport, Isle of Ely, CAM died At Littleport, Isle of Ely, aged 70, Naomi Boswell, Queen of the Gipsies. She was in the 
habit of sitting outside the tents since the age of 17, and was found dead by the side of 
one. A coroner’s jury brought in a verdict of ‘Died from exposure to the inclemancy of 
the weather.’ 

The Examiner, 11 March 
1838, page not known 
[unchecked by KC] 

 
 
BOSWELL, Thomas (‘Hairy Tom’) alias BOSS 

 
  1788 23 November Wimborne Minster, DOR baptism of Abraham (a Stranger) pauper [Thomas ‘Hairy Tom’ & Sarah - Boswell/Dawson, 62] Original register 
  1795 10 June Woodbridge, SFK baptism of Violette Thomas BOSWELL & Jane HOFF Original register transcript 
  1805 1 January Syston, LIN married Thomas BUSWELL = Mary WOLTON Original register transcript 
  1807 12 April Billinghay, LIN baptism of Joseph Francis & Mary, Ferry Booth FreeREG 
  1809 27 August Kemberton, SAL baptism of Lawrence Thomas & Mary BOSS Original register transcript 
  1812 3 May Holbrook, LDN baptism of Mary Holmes [Thomas & Mary] Boswell/Dawson, 62 
  1816 14 July Bossall, YKS baptism of Thomas Thomas & Sarah Original register transcript 
  1818 15 November Dodford, BDF baptism of Maria Thos & Maria, Traveller, Dodford Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Sophia 

 
c1769 

 
Ramsden, OXF birth 

 
Original register transcript 

  1851 31 March Liverpool, LAN 
 

Hannah 
       ARMSTRONG    Head M    53    Pedlar   Warrington, LAN 
George 
       ARMSTRONG    Son        18    Apprentice Bookbinders L’Pool, LAN 
Thomas 
       ARMSTRONG    Son        11    Scholar      Do      Do 
Sophia BOSWELL    Ldg W    82    Pedlar   Ramsdon, OXF 
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  1857 13 May Liverpool, LAN charged with begging 
 

The Liverpool Daily Post, 
15 May 1857, 7 

  1857 14 May Liverpool, LAN in magistrates court An old woman, with sharp features, named Sophia Boswell, was charged by officer 490 
with begging and “telling fortunes,” in Bedford-street South, the previous afternoon. The 
prisoner stoutly denied the charge, and said she got her living from selling scrubbers, 
and had just sold them all when the officer took her into custody. She had been six and 
twenty years in Liverpool, and had never asked the parish for a penny. - Mr. Mansfield : 
How old are you? - Prisoner : I am eighty-six, sir, and I have thirty-six grandchildren, 
and twenty great-grandchildren. “See here, sir,” and the old woman pulled off her 
bonnet and cap, and exhibited her hair, - thick, matted, and as white as flax. - Mr. 
Mansfield : And won’t your grandchildren keep you? - Prisoner : Why, sir, they have 
enough to do to keep themselves, and I don’t wish to trouble them. - She was 
discharged. 

The Liverpool Daily Post, 
15 May 1857, 7 

  1861 23 February Brindle, St. James, LAN buried age 100, Brindle Original register transcript 
 

 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1770 3 February Chinnor, OXF baptised son of John, Travailer Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Zacharias 

 
  1770 20 May Acton, CHS baptised son of Thos. & Jane, Acton Original register 

 
 
YATES or BOSWELL, Jane 

 
  1770 25 November Long Buckby, NTH baptised daughter of Jeremiah & Rachael YATES [YATES or BOSWELL - Original BT] [no 

further information] 
Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, George 

 
c1770 

 
not known, BKM birth 

  

c1815 
 

not known, BKM birth of William 
  

  1818 15 September Olney, BKM married George BOSWELL, Widower, of this Parish = 
Sarah SWEALLS x, Spinster, of this Parish, Travellers 
[wit : Benjamin LOVERIDGE x / Wm KITCHENER]                                       Banns 

Original register 

c1819 
 

not known, BKM birth of Hannah 
  

c1820 
 

not known, BKM birth of Eliza 
  

  1821 25 February Penn, BKM baptism of Rebecca George & Sarah Original register transcript 
c1825 

 
not known, BKM birth of Joshua 

  

  1831 16 January Penn, BKM baptism of James George & Sarah Original register transcript 
c1832 

 
not known, BKM birth of Henry 

  

  1841 6 June Hughendon, BKM 
 

George BOSWELL         70    Tinman   Y 
Sarah BOSWELL         50    Y 
William BOSWELL         25    Y 
Eliza BOSWELL         20    Y 
Hannah BOSWELL         21    Y 
Joshua BOSWELL         15    Y 
Henry BOSWELL           8    Y 
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BOSWELL, Talenty 

 
  1790 3 January Finmere, OXF baptism of Edward Talenty BOZEL (a Gypsey) Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Henry 

 
  1791 31 July Hartlebury, WOR baptism of Phoebe Henry & James [sic - transcription] Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Timothy 

 
  1791 ------ [between 

16 January & 2 
February] 

Steeple Barton, OXF baptism of Timothy Timothy & Elizabeth, pauper Original register 

 
 
BOSSELL, Tumilliar 

 
  1774 9 May Norton, HRT baptised son of [no name given], a Gypsey FreeREG 

 
 
BOSWELL, Abraham 

 
  1774 14 August Langley Marish, BKM baptised son of Abraham & Letitia Original register transcript 
  1851 31 March Mile End Workhouse, 

Stepney, MDX 

 
...Abraham BOSWELL   [Pauper] 

U    80    Travelling Tinker  Langley, HRT     ... 
HO107 1553 854 

 
 

BOSWELL, Eliza 
 

c1774   birth daughter of Edmond & Eldorai Boswell/Dawson, 63 
  1833 July Heslington, YKS buried aged 59 Boswell/Dawson, 63 

 



 

 

 
BOSWELL, George 

 
  1794 11 February 

 
birth of Esther Ann 

 
Original register 

  1794 23 February Little Hadham, HRT baptism of Esther Ann George & Ann, Travellers, N, born 11th Inst. Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1775 12 November Garsington, OXF baptised son of George BOSDELL, a Traviller [in margin - @ W] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Israel 

 
  1796 31 October Great Easton, LEI baptism of Closentine Israel & Shillingworth, A Traveller Original register 
  1798 ?October 

 
birth of Elizabeth 

  

  1798 1 November North Luffenham, RUT burial of Elizabeth An infant daughter of Shillingworth BOSWEL, a Vagrant Gipsy FreeREG 
  1799 8 October Chellaston, DBY baptism of Sinfoy Israel & Felicia Original register transcript 
  1805 21 July Headon, NTT baptism of Phoenix Israel & Ciparania Original register transcript 
  1808 20 March Clarborough, NTT baptism of Facenti Israel & Siberani Original register transcript 
  1811 8 April West Retford, NTT baptism of Israel Israel & Ann, [no further information] FreeREG 
  1811 16 May Whitwell, DBY burial of Israel 

 
Original register transcript 

  1812 19 July Donnington-in-Holland, 
LIN 

baptism of Cecily Israel & Ann, [no further information] FreeREG 

  1814 23 December Clarborough, NTT baptism of Israel Israel & Ann Original register transcript 
  1815 19 February Clarborough, NTT burial of Israel infant, son of Israel & Ann, Moorgate FreeREG 
  1815 2 July Scrooby, NTT burial of Ann aged 28, Scrooby, wife of Israel Original register transcript 
  1819 4 April Headon, NTT baptism of Nathan Israel & Mary Original register transcript 
  1821 26 September Armthorpe, St. Leonard, 

YKS 
baptism of St Helena Israel [mother’s name not given], Gypsy, Sheffield Original register 

  1824 18 April Egglescliffe, DUR baptism of Nathaniel Israel & Mary, Travelling Rat Catcher, Egglescliffe Original register transcript 
  1826 31 December Blyth, NTT baptism of Uriah Israel & Mary, Tinner and Brazier, Long Whatton  Leicestershire FreeREG 
  1830 23 August Halifax, St. John, YKS marriage of Facenti Molyneux LOVELL x of Skircoat of this Parish, Cutler and Brazier, Bachelor = 

Pheasant DE BOSSALL x of Skircoat of this Parish, Spinster 
[wit : William LOVELL x / Wm RUSHWORTH]                                               Banns 

Original register 

  1831 19 March Warsop, NTT baptism of Sarah Israel & Mary, Potter, Travelling FreeREG 
 
 
BOSWELL, Ann 

 
  1776 23 November Biddulph, STS buried daughter of Robert & Ann, Gypsy Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
  1777 10 January Charlbury, OXF baptised son of Howard [? - faded] & Mary, Travellers [as BISSELL] Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Azgad 

 
  1777 23 November Cottered, HRT baptised daughter of Laurence & Carnatia (..: Constantia), Travellers Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Mary 

 
  1778 4 January Newington, OXF baptised daughter of John & Sarah, Travellers Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Zaccheus 

 
  1778 15 February Wednesbury, St. 

Bartholomews, STS 
baptised son of Zaccheus & Sarah Original register transcript 

  1795 25 December Wolverhampton, St. 
Peter, STS 

married Zaccheus BOSWELL, Bachelor = Elizabeth CLARK, Spinster 
[wit : Edward BOSWELL / Joseph MEREADY [sic - ?McCREADY]]            Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1796 7 November West Bromwich, All 
Saints, STS 

baptism of John Zaccheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

  1797 25 December West Bromwich, All 
Saints, STS 

baptism of Mary Ann Zaccheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

  1799 9 September West Bromwich, All 
Saints, STS 

baptism of Elizabeth Zaccheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

  1801 11 August 
 

death of John 
 

Original register transcript 
  1801 28 August 

 
death of Elizabeth 

 
Original register transcript 

  1805 4 November West Bromwich, All 
Saints, STS 

baptism of Thomas Zacheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

  1808 13 March West Bromwich, All 
Saints, STS 

baptism of James Zacheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

  1841 6 June West Bromwich, North 
East, STS 

 
Zacheus BOZWELL         60    Labourer   Y 
Elizabeth BOZWELL        70    Y 
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  1851 30 March West Bromwich, North 
East, STS 

 
Zacchaus 
              BOSWELL    Head M    74    Gun Lock filer  Wednesbury, STS 
Elizabeth 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    81    Kingswood, SAL 
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  1851 3rd Quarter West Bromwich, STS death registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1852 2nd Quarter West Bromwich, STS death of Elizabeth registered 

 
GRO Index 

 
 

BOSWELL, Edward 
 

  1778 19 April Caversham, OXF baptised son of Edwd. & Maria, travellers Original register transcript 
  1778 27 July Banbury, St. Mary, OXF marriage of parents Edward BOSSWELL x, of this Parish, Chimney-Sweeper = 

Maria BANISTER x, of the said Parish, Spinster 
[wit : John GARN x / William BLOXHAM]                                                      Banns 

Original register 

  1799 25 March Ashford, KNT married Edward BOSWELL = Martha CURTIS Original register transcript 
  1802 21 February Clothall, HRT baptism of Thomas Edward & Martha Original register transcript 
  1807 5 October Seal, KNT baptism of Maria Edward & Martha Original register transcript 
  1810 15 April Aston Rowant, OXF baptism of Leviah Edward & Martha, [no further information] Original register 
  1822 

  
marriage of Thomas Thomas BOSWELL = Jane KELLY Online family tree 

  1841 
  

died [NF - GRO Index] Online family tree 
 

 
BOSWELL, Tiso 

 
  1778 30 August Epping, ESS baptised son of Shadrack & Elizabeth [as Taiso] Original register 
  1799 16 March 

 
birth of Maria 

 
Original register transcript 

  1799 24 March Boxford, SFK baptism of Maria Tusel & Sophia (late HERRING), born March the 16th 1799. Baptised publickly March ye 
24th 1799 

Original register transcript 

  1802 29 January Bury St. Edmunds, SFK Sophia in magistrates court 
[Tiso also?] 

  Friday se’nnight 10 persons, commonly called gipsies, were committed to Woodbridge 
House of Correction, by B. G. Dillingham, Esq. as vagrants. 
  Same day Sophia Hearn (supposed to belong to the said gang) was also committed to 
the above prison, charged with obtaining 3 guineas from a female servant of Mr. G. 
Waller, of Sutton, under false pretences of telling her fortune. 

The Bury and Norwich 
Post, 17 February 1802, 
232 

  1802 29 January 
passim 

Woodbridge, SFK Sophia in gaol - Tiso also? 
 

The Bury and Norwich 
Post, 17 February 1802, 
232 

  1803 5 March 
 

birth of Elizabeth Franey 
 

Original register transcript 
  1803 13 March [no location given in this 

source] 
baptism of Elizabeth Franey Tiso BOSWELL & Sophia HEARN, born 5 March Original register transcript 

  1807 15 February Stanton, SFK baptism of Lucy Tyso & Sophia (late HERRIN), an Egyptian Original register transcript 
  1809 2 February 

 
birth of Sage 

 
Original register transcript 

  1809 4 June Portsea, St. Mary, HAM baptism of Sage Tisso & Sophia, born 2 February Original register transcript 
  1812 23 August Dover, St. Mary the 

Virgin, KNT 
baptism of Silvester Tysa & Sophia 

 
               SYLVESTER BOSWELL. 
  The Journal of Gipsy Lore records the death of Sylvester Boswell, a notable Romany 
chal, who ended his days in Walton Workhouse. He was born at Dover, where his father 
was a soldier in charge of the big gun known as “Queen Anne’s pocketpiece.” On his 
discharge he came to Yorkshire, where he brought up most of his family. His death was 
tragical, for he and a cousin were killed by lightning at Tetford, in Lincolnshire. Sylvester 
had the wandering instincts of his race. He married at Yarmouth, and his eight children 
were born respectively at Benwick, Ascot Racecourse (on the Derby-day of 1843), Bray, 
Sisted, Litherland, Sutto, Plaistow, and Woodbridge. His real age was 79, but the 
gipsies thought him to be at least 100, and he was famous amongst them for his “deep 
Romanines.” 
 

Original register 
+ 
The Nottingham Evening 
Post, 14 July 1890, 2 
 
 
 
 
+ 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

He was born at Dover in the year 1811 in the army barracks, for it was here that he got 
his schooling in the barracks school, for Tyso, his father, was also in the Press Gang or 
Militia, for periods of soldiering. 

Silvester Gordon Boswell, 
The book of Boswell. Auto-
biography of a Gypsy 
(Harmondsworth: Penguin, 
1975), 179-180 

  1813 26 December Nottingham, St. Mary, 
NTT 

baptism of Matilda Tate & Sophia, Middlesex Militia Original register transcript 

  1815 19 February Collingham, YKS baptism of Edward Tisso & Sophia, Brazier (or Pedlar), Collingham Original register 
  1831 5 August Tetford, LIN died On Friday last the village of Tetford was visited with a most tremendous storm of 

thunder and lightning, accompanied with torrents of rain ; during which two out of a 
gang of Gipsies, encamped in the lane leading to South Ormsby, went to beg a bottle of 
straw, and took shelter in an out-house adjoining a barn belonging to Mr. Collison, when 
they were both killed by the electric fluid. The thatch of the barn being observed to be 
on fire, the poor men, whose names were given by their fraternity as Edw. Herring and 
Tyso Boswell, were soon found. There were not any marks of fire on their bodies, but 
parts of their clothing were much torn by the shock, which shivered to pieces a strong 
post, and forced the materials of a mud wall to a considerable distance. The Jury 
returned a verdict of “Died by the visitation of God.” 

Jackson’s Oxford Journal, 
20 August 1831, 4 

  1831 7 August Tetford, LIN buried aged 73, Vagrant [as Tyso] Original register 
 
 
BOZWELL, Rose 

 
  1778 15 November Sudborough, NTH baptised a gypsey Original register transcript 
  1794 

 
South Luffenham, RUT buried   Boswell, Rose. Beautiful daughter of the King of the Gypsies, who would camp on 

Luffenham Heath. Known as Rose the Princess, she died of consumption in 1794, aged 
just 17 years. Gypsies came from afar to the funeral, in very large numbers, and a slab 
to her memory is in South Luffenham Churchyard. 

A.R. Traylen, Notable 
Citizens of Rutland 
(Stamford: Spiegl Press, 
2002), 3 

 
 
BOSWELL, Portivini 

 
  1778 27 December Seaton, RUT baptised daughter of -- & Lætitia (Gipseys) Original register 

 
 
BOSSWELL, John 

 
  1798 2 April 

 
birth of Charles 

 
Original register transcript 

  1798 7 April Grantham, LIN baptism of Charles John & Phillis, Gipsey, Spittlegate, born 2 April Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSSWELL, Edward 

 
  1798 14, 21 & 28 

October 
Burslem, STS banns published Edward BOSSWELL & Thomason HERREN Original register 

  1798 28 October Burslem, STS married Edward BOSSWELL x, of this Parish, Traveller = 
Thomason HERREN x, of this Parish, Spinster & Traveller 
[wit : William HARRISON x / Thomas MOORE]                                             Banns 

Original register 

  1807 9 November Stoke-upon-Trent, St. 
Peter Ad Vicula, STS 

witness to marriage William LOVATT x, Bachelor, of the Parish of Stoke upon Trent, Brazier 
Sophia BOSWELL x, Spinster, of the same Parish 
[wit : Saml COULSON / Edward BOSWELL x]                                               Banns 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Sophia 

 
  1798 18 February  birth of Samuel  Original register transcript 
  1798 22 April Chattisham, SFK baptism of Samuel base born son of Sophia, Travelling Gypsy, born 18 February. Received into church 20 

April 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWEL, William 

 
  1798 25 December Oaksey, WIL baptism of Perrin William & Elizabeth, Persons who call themselves Egyptians or Gypsies Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Pysannah 
 

c1778   birth  Original register 
  1858 24 March Whiston, YKS buried aged 80 Original register 

 
 
COLBURN, John 

 
  1779 4 June Charlbury, OXF baptised son of Wm & Eliz:, Travellers Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Thomas 

 
  1799 1 April Bunny, NTT baptism of James Thomas & Phyllis, A stranger FreeREG 

 
 
BOSWELL, Labana 

 
  1799 23 February North Luffenham, RUT buried A Vagrant Gipsy Woman FreeREG 

 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1780 2 January Kilmington, SOM baptised son of Robert & Mary, (Gypsies) Original register 
  1802 16 April Yeovil, St. John, SOM baptism of Edward Edward & , [no further information] Original register 
  1804 18 September Otterbourne, HAM baptism of Matilda Edward & Phyllis BOSSWELL [‘Mesalli’ in another transcription] Original register transcript 
  1808 5 February Paignton, DEV baptism of Delia Ed & Phyllis Original register transcript 
  1808 27 November Wells, SOM birth of Seth 

 
FreeREG 

  1809 25 December Nunney, SOM baptism of Seth Edward & Phyllis, born 27 November 1808 FreeREG 
  1812 early February 

 
birth of Phillis 

 
Original register transcript 

  1812 8 February Kilmington, SOM baptism of Phillis Edward & Phillis, (Gypsys), Aged 1 week Original register 
  1813 11 December Duddington, NTH baptism of Eliza Edward & Phillis, Gipsy, Duddington no settled abode Original register 
  1815 28 May 

 
birth of Noah 

 
Original register transcript 

  1815 4 June Walthamstow, ESS baptism of Noah Edward & Phillis, born 28 May Original register transcript 
  1817 16 August 

 
birth of Caroline 

 
Original register 

  1817 24 August Lyme Regis, DOR baptism of Caroline Edwd & Phillis, of the people called Gipsies, Vagrant, [no place of abode given], born 
16th  

Original register 

  1822 6 October Bedminster, St. John the 
Baptist, SOM 

baptism of Robert Edward & Phillis, Hawker, Bedminster Down FreeREG 

  1823 23 November Headington, OXF baptism of Josiah Edward & Phillis, a Gypsy, anywhere Original register 
  1824 23 September Knightwick, WOR baptism of Seth Edward & Phillis Original register transcript 
  1826 7 June Upton Magna, SAL baptism of Matilda Edward & Phillis, [no occupation given], No regular place of abode. P B Original register 
  1826 24 December Walkington, YKS baptism of Matilda & Seth Edward & Phillis, Gipsey, Walkington Original BT 
  1828 12 October Weston Zoyland, SOM baptism of Festus Agrippa Edward & Phillis, Traveling Gipsies, Kilmington  Somerset Original register 
  1830 3 October 

 
birth of John 

 
Original register transcript 

  1830 17 October Exminster, DEV baptism of John Edward & Phillis, Gipsey, Do [= Exminster], born 3 October Original register transcript 
c1833   birth of Nathan   
  1835 31 March 

 
birth of Barclay Adolphus 

 
Original register transcript 

  1835 8 April Falmouth, CRN baptism of Barclay Adolphus Edward & Phillis, born 31 March Original register transcript 
  1837 12 February Paignton, DEV baptism of Carolina Heleinia Edward & Phyllis, Gypsy, Paignton Original register 
  1839 

 
Bodmin, CRN Matilda, Festus & Nathan in 

gaol 
Matilda BOSWELL 8628 
13 
Single 
 
Festus BOSWELL 8629 
11 
Single 
 
Nathan BOSWELL 8630 
6 
Single 

Bodmin Gaol Records, 
AD1676/1/2 

  1840 25 October  Creech St. Michael, SOM marriage of Seth Seth BOSWELL = Eliza SMALL Original register transcript 
  1840 4th Quarter Taunton, SOM marriage of Seth registered Seth BOSWELL = Eliza SMALL GRO Index 
  1840 

 
Bodmin, CRN in gaol Edward BOSWELL 8775 

60 
Married 
Number of Children : 9 
Ratcatcher 
Abode or Birth Place : Bristol 

Bodmin Gaol Records, 
AD1676/1/2 



 

 

 
Phillis BOSWELL  8776 
62 
Married 
Number of Children : 9 
Wife of Edward 
Abode or Birth Place : Bristol 
 
Seth BOSWELL  8298 
27 
Single 
Horse Dealer 
Abode or Birth Place : Wells 
Assaulting and robbing Mary Billing. Acq[uitted]  
 
Phillis junior BOSWELL 8777 
24 
Single 
Child of Edward 
Abode or Birth Place : Exeter 
 
Caroline BOSWELL 8778 
21 
Single 
Child of Edward 
Abode or Birth Place : Lyme 
 
Josiah BOSWELL 8779 
16 
Single 
Razor Grinder  Son of 8775 
 
Robert BOSWELL 8780 
16 
Single 
Razor Grinder  Son of 8775 
 
Seth BOSWELL  8781 
15 
Single 
Basketmaker  Son of Edward 8775  
Abode or Birth Place : Bristol 
 
John BOSWELL  8782 
8 
Single 
Basketmaker  Son of Edward 8775  
Abode or Birth Place : Axminster 

 
 

BOSWELL, Major alias SMITH 
 

  1780 6 August Bloxham, OXF baptised son of John, a travelling Gipsey Original register 
  1797- 
  1798 

31 December, 7 
& 14 January 

Breedon on the Hill, LEI banns posted Magor BOSWELL & Lucy BOSWELL  Both in This Parish Original register 

  1798 15 January Breedon on the Hill, LEI married Magor BOSWELL x, of this Parish = Lucy BOSWELL, x. of this Parish 
[wit : Thomas ALET / William ENZOR]                                                         Banns 

Original register 

c1800  Longton, STS  Family traditions assert that as a young man ‘Staffordshire’ Major wandered north 
alone, earning his living as a fiddler. After a time he arrived at Longton in the Potteries, 
where, we are told, he was engaged to play for the dancing classes held at a young 
ladies’ academy. The first and second of these at which he was present passed without 
incident, but at the third or fourth a big bouncing girl answering to the name of Mary 
Linyon persisted in treading on his toes. She did it on purpose quite clearly, and Major 
recognising this, and attracted no doubt by her handsome face and wilful demeanour, 
was not slow to take the cue she afforded him. He spoke to her afterwards, ostensibly 
about her behaviour, but what they really said to one another is better judged by the fact 
that a night or two later Mary, who was no more than fifteen, jumped from a bedroom 
window into his cart drawn up beneath it, on to a thick pile of straw surmounted by 
blankets and a feather bed. Fleeing the district, and staying in quiet country places, they 
eluded capture for some time, though a hue and cry was raised, and a reward offered 
for information leading to their arrest. In the end, however, they fell into the hands of the 
police, and Major was charged with abduction. Of this he declared he was innocent ; 
and so did Mary, who asserted from the witness-box that it was she who insisted on the 
elopement, not Major. As a result he was acquitted, whilst Mary, asked to decide 
whether she would return to her parents or remain with her lover, unhesitatingly chose 
the latter course. 

T.W. Thompson, ‘II. - 
Samuel Fox and the 
Derbyshire Boswells’, 
JGLS, 3rd series, III, part 4 
(1924), 172-173 

  1801 8 March Beoley, WOR baptism of Teany Major & Mary, [no further information] Original register 
  1802 22 October Quainton, BKM baptism of Elopeh Major BOSWELL & Mary [?LINNAN], Vagrt (Born in the Blagrove Field) Original register 
  1804 7 October Ewerby, LIN baptism of Mary Maj [‘Major’ added above entry], [no further information] Original register 
c1807 

 
not known, GLS birth of John 

  

  1809 3 April Stanton St. John, OXF baptism of Septima Major & Mary BOSS, [no further information] Original register 
c1812  not known, RUT birth of Thomas  Boswell/Dawson, [RG12 

2176 117] 
  1814 16 December Aston upon Trent, DBY baptism of Aaron Major & Elizabeth BOSS, Knife-Grinder, A Stranger Original register 
c1816  not known, STS birth of Edingal   
  1819 7 March Rauceby, LIN baptism of Alfred Major & Mary, Travellers, North Rauceby Original register 
  1821 6 May Stratford-on-Avon, Holy 

Trinity, WAR 
baptism of Emily SMITH Major Boswell SMITH & Mary BOSWELL Original register transcript 

c1826  Widgeley, WOR birth of Adolphus Major & Mary T.W. Thompson, 'II. - 
Samuel Fox and the 
Derbyshire Bos- 
wells', JGLS, 3rd series, III, 
part 4 (1924), 173 

  1835 1 April Barrow-upon-Soar, NTT charged with theft  The Leicester Chronicle, 
11 March 1837, 4 

  1837 8 March Leicester, LEI at the Sessions The Adjourned Quarter Sessions commenced at the Castle of Leicester on Tuesday 
morning, when there were the following 
                               PRISONERS FOR TRIAL. 
                            CAN READ AND WRITE WELL... 
  Thomas Dixon . . . . . . . . . 20   Mary Linion . . . . . . . . . . . 55... 
                          CAN NEITHER READ NOR WRITE... 
  Major Boswell . . . . . . . . . 60    Alfred Boswell . . . . . . . . . 16 
                               Edingal Boswell . . . . 21... 
 
            Wednesday, March 8... 
 
  MARY LINION, and EDINGAL, ALFRED, and MAJOR BOSWELL, gipsies, were 
indicted for fraudulently obtaining half-a-dozen silver tea-spoons, the property of Mr. 
Thomas Shepherd, of Barrow-upon-Soar, on the 1st of April, 1835 ; but the case was 
not brought into Court. 

The Leicester Chronicle, 
11 March 1837, 4 

  1861 7 April Willenhall, STS  Major BOSWELL    Head M    87    Tinman   Bloxham, OXF 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    82    Graves End, KNT 
 
[High Street. Residing in a Caravan in a field] 

RG9 2000 110v 

  1863- 
  1870 

 Longton, STS  Major Boswell, who for the last seven years has made a tent on the Stone-road, 
Longton, his principal place of abode... 

The Stratford-upon-Avon 
Herald and South 
Warwickshire Advertiser, 
27 May 1870, 4 

c1870 ?January near Willenhall, STS  On some waste land among the coal mounds, near Willenhall, is pitched a gipsy camp, 
in which, it is stated, on good authority, resides the veritable King of the Gipsies, who is 
reputed to be in his 110th year. A gentleman who lately visited him, says that he does 
not doubt the statement as to his age, for he looks like "a withered parchment." 

The Northern Echo, 12 
January 1870, 3 

  1870 2nd Quarter Stone, STS death registered aged 108 GRO Index 
  1870 May Dresden, STS buried [not found in original 

register] 
Major Boswell, who for the last seven years has made a tent on the Stone-road, 
Longton, his principal place of abode, died on Sunday week, at the advanced age of 
108 years. The body was "laid out" in characteristic gipsy style. He layed "in state" on a 
bed on the ground, covered with a white sheet, and a tuft of grass on the chest. The 
part of the tent where the body was lying was lined with white, decorated with flowers, a 
picture of the Saviour, and wax candles on either side. The old man had not a wrinkle 
on his face, had only lost three teeth, and never consulted a doctor during his long 
earthly pilgrimage. He was twice married, and had by his second wife 17 children, 
amongst whom he numbered 59 grandchildren. His remains were interred in Dresden 
churchyard. - Staffordshire Advertiser. 

The Stratford-upon-Avon 
Herald and South 
Warwickshire Advertiser, 
27 May 1870, 4 

 
 
BOSWELL, Elizabeth 

 



 

 

  1785 4 March Wingrave, BKM buried Elizth, a traveling girl FreeREG 
 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1800 16 June Layston, HRT baptism of Joseph John & Esther, [no further information] Original register 
  1822 24 February Great Hormead, HRT marriage of Joseph Joseph BOSWELL, Bachelor, Great Hormead = 

Jane ELLIOTT, Spinster, of ye same Parish 
[wit : Elizabeth ELLIOTT / James ELLIOTT x]                                              Banns 

Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

  1800 29 June Passenham, NTH baptism of Eldaria daughter of persons called Gypsies, William & Margaret [Maria crossed through] Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, Esther 

 
  1783 28 December Ringstead, NTH buried a Young Gypsy Original register 
  1784 11 January Ringstead, NTH burial of Tabitha BOSWELL an Old Gypsie Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Richard 

 
  1781 5 March Auckland St. Andrew, 

DUR 
baptised son of Daniel [& Sarah] ET 

  1806 5 April Worksop, NTT baptism of Rebecca & Richard Richard & Sarah [née SMITH] Original register transcript 
  1809 12 April Beverley, St. John & St. 

Martin, YKS 
baptism of Israel Richard & Sarah Original register transcript 

  1811 30 June Everton, NTT baptism of Frederick Richard & Sarah, Bishop Auckland Original register transcript 
(ET) 

  1813 20 March Kingston upon Hull, Holy 
Trinity, YKS 

baptism of Nathaniel Richard & Sarah Original register transcript 

  1815 16 July Laughton en le Morthen, 
YKS 

baptism of Loiza Richard & Sarah Original register transcript 

  1817 18 May York, St. Cuthbert, YKS baptism of Henry Richard & Sarah Original register transcript 
  1819 28 November Hook, YKS baptism of Thomas Richard & Sarah Original register transcript 
  1837 3 October Chesterfield, St. Mary & 

All Saints, DBY 
marriage of Israel Israel BOSWELL, Bachelor, Bell Hanger, of this Parish, Soresby Street, son of Richard, 

Hawker = 
Isabel BANKS, Spinster, of this Parish, Soresby Street, daughter of James, Bleacher 
[wit : Hannah BARBER / William EDWARDS]                                             Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1838 
 

Nottingham, NTT death of father aged 93 ET 
  1839 22 July Delamere, CHS marriage of Thomas Thomas BOSWELL x, Bachelor, 19, Corkcutter, Delamare, son of Richard, Corkcutter = 

Starany FLOWRENCE, Spinster, 21, Delamare, illegitimate. Parents Frederick PRICE + 
Ellen FLOWRENCE 
[wit : Peter SNELSON / William BOWER] 
[bride’s Christian name written both as ‘Starany’, then ‘Stareny’, in signature line] 

Original register 

  1839 3rd Quarter Northwich, CHS marriage of Thomas 
registered 

Thomas BOSWELL = Starany FLOURENCE GRO Index 

  1845 3 November Liverpool, St. Nicholas, 
LAN 

marriage of Henry Henry BOSWELL x, Full age, Bachelor, Cutler, Bayhorse Lane, son of Richard, 
Corkcutter = 
Sarah MORRIS x, Full age, Spinster, Bayhorse Lane, daughter of John, Writing Clerk 
[wit : Frederick BOSWELL x / Harriet BOSWELL x]                                     Banns 

Original register 

  1845 3 November Liverpool, St. Nicholas, 
LAN 

marriage of Frederick Frederick BOSWELL x, Full age, Bachelor, Engineer, Bayhorse Lane, son of Richard, 
Corkcutter = 
Harriet BOSWELL x, Full age, Spinster, Bayhorse Lane, daughter of Absolem, Brazier 
[wit : Molyneux LOVATT x / Sarah DRAPER x]                                           Banns 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Susan 

 
c1781 

 
not known, HRT birth daughter of Lawrence 

 

  1861 7 April Sutton Coldfield, STS 
 

Samuel BOSWELL    Head M    65    Brazier & tin man  BRK 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    60    Braziers wife  WAR 
Susan BOSWELL    Sis W    80    Braziers sister  HRT 
 
[Nr. Hill Wood Lane  Nr. Manorial   Gipsies] 
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BOSWELL, Campin 

 
  1782 27 January Great Wymondley, HRT baptised son of Lawrance & Connatione, Travellers [as Scamper] Original register transcript 
  1786 5 December Steeple Barton, OXF buried Child 6 years old of the people called Gypsies Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Crevancy 

 
  1782 16 June Haslingfield, CAM baptised daughter of Wm BOSWELL & Elizabeth BARNES Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Patheny 

 
  1782 30 June Wappenham, NTH baptised daughter of Bar:mew & Cole BOSWEL, [no further information] Original register 

 
 
BOSS, Anselo aka Joseph 
 

c1782  Macclesfield, YKS [sic] birth son of John & Mary Boswell/Dawson, 63 
  1806 18 December  birth of Charlotte  FreeREG 
  1806 21 December Langtoft, LIN baptism of Charlotte Ana... & ?Luesa, Sojourners FreeREG 
c1812  Loughborough, LEI birth of Mary Ann Treasy  Boswell/Trudgill, 2 
c1817   birth of Sarah  Boswell/Trudgill, 2 
c1819   birth of Joanna  Boswell/Trudgill, 2 
  1822 29 December Scotter, LIN baptism of Eldery Joseph & Eliza, Travelling Brazier, Scotter FreeREG 
  1828 23 June St. Helens, St. Mary, LAN baptism of Elizabeth Joseph & Eliza BOSS, Gypsey, Sutton Original register transcript 
  1832 22 July, 29 July 

& 5 August 
Rugeley, STS banns published for marriage 

of Mary Ann Treasy 
William SHERIFF of this Parish & Mary Ann Treacy BOSWELL of this Parish Original register 

  1832 6 August Rugeley, STS marriage of Mary Ann Treasy William SHERIFF x, of this Parish = 
Mary Ann Tracey BOSWELL x, of this Parish 
[wit : Edward HODGKINS x / Sarah HODGKINS x / Thomas DENTON]      Banns 

Original register 

c1833  Delamere Forest, YKS birth of Charles   
  1833 July Heslington, YKS burial of Eliza aged 59 Boswell/Dawson, 63 
c1835 

 
Northwich, CHS birth of Uriah 

  

  1864 31 July Over Tabley, CHS banns posted for Charles Charles BOSS, Over Tabley & Cyare LOVEL, Over Tabley Original register transcript 
  1864 1 August Over Tabley, CHS marriage of Charles Charles BOSS x, 29, Bachelor, Hawker, Over Tabley, son of Joseph, Tinplate Worker = 

Cyare LOVEL x, 29, Single Woman, Over Tabley, daughter of Thomas, Tinker 
[wit : Eliza BOSS x / Peter WILKINSON]                                                      Banns 

Original register 

  1864 3rd Quarter Altrincham, CHS marriage of Charles registered Charles BOSWELL = Cyare LOVEL GRO Index 
  1871 2 April Altrincham, CHS  Uriah BOSS    Head M    35    Basket Maker  Northwich, CHS 

Simia BOSS    Wife M    30    Hawker         do 
Joseph BOSS    Fath W    80   Chair Bottomer  Macclesfield, YKS 
 
Charles BOSS    Head M    37              do   Delamare Forest, YKS 
Syria BOSS    Wife M    35    Worcester, WOR 
Eli BOSS     Son        13              do   Broadheah [sic], CHS 
Walter BOSS    Son          6    Northenden, CHS 
Emperor BOSS    Son          5    Knutsford, CHS 
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  1874 1st Quarter Altrincham, CHS death registered aged 99 [as Joseph BOSS] GRO Index 
 
 
BOSWELL, Margaret 

 
  1802 19 December Benefield, NTH baptism of Moses Reynold & Margaret HEARN [no further information] Original register 
  1813 4 April Old Buckenham, NFK baptism of Sansperella Reynolds & Margaret HEARNE, Tinker, a Gipsey [as Sorn Par ?H] Original register 
  1815 8 October Mancetter, WAR baptism of Obedience Reynolds & Margaret HEARNE Original register transcript 
  1818 18 January Newton Kyme, YKS baptism of Richard Reynolds & Margaret HEARNE, Tinker, no settled place of abode Original register 
  1820 23 July Shouldham, NFK baptism of Esau Rennels & Margaret HERON, Travellers as [sic], Gipsies Original register transcript 
  1823 2 March Brayton, YKS baptism of Ely Reynolds & Peggy HEARN, Brazier, Travelling Original BT 
  1826 6 May Wortham, SFK baptism of Susan Reynold & Margaret HEARN Original register transcript 
  1840 4th Quarter Rotherham, YKS death of Reynold registered [as Reynolds HEARNE] GRO Index 

 
 
BOSWELL, Lawrence 

 
  1783 16 November Witchford, CAM baptised son of Laurence & Camariana BOSSEL [as Laurence] Original BT transcript 



 

 

  1784 3 January Raunds, NTH buried  Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, Amelia 

 
  1803 4 April Peterborough, St. John 

Baptist, NTH 
married Varche LEE, of this Parish = Amelia BOSWELL x, of the same 

[wit : Henry BUCKLAND x / James GIBBS]                                                Licence 
Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Peter aka John alias BOSS 
 

c1783?   birth son of Edmond & Eldorai Boswell/Dawson, 64 
  1803 28 August – 

11 September 
Bourn, CAM banns posted Peter BOSWELL, Bachelor, of this Parish & Sarah LESTER x, Spinster, of this Parish 

28 August / 4 September / 11 September 
Original register of banns 

  1803 14 September Bourn, CAM married Peter BOSWELL, Bachelor, of this Parish = Sarah LESTER x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Gallant WETENHALL / Jas NEWMAN] 

Original register 

  1805 24 March Wimpole, CAM baptism of Emma Peter & Sarah Original register 
  1807 22 September Hickling, NTT baptism of Star Anne Peter & Mary BOSWEL Original register 
  1810 16 December Willington, DBY baptism of Randall Peter & Winifred Original register transcript 
  1811- 
  1812 

 Birmingham, WAR wintered here Peter Boss, married a Waini Boss, alias Heron, of unascertained parentage, and had by 
her five children usually called Millie, Aizi, Stari, Spoti, and Randle, of whom Spoti 
seems to be the Sportcella Boswell christened at Birmingham during the winter of 1811-
12, when her parents and a number of other Boswells were housing there... 

T.W. Thompson, 'II. - 
Samuel Fox and the 
Derbyshire Boswells', 
JGLS, 3rd series, IV, no.1 
(1925), 21 

  1813 4 July Clowne, DBY baptism of Sportcella Peter & Winifred BOSSWELL Original register transcript 
  1845 20 or 21 May Thorne, YKS accused of stealing a mare  The Leeds Mercury, 12 

September 1846, 1 
  1845 21 May Misson, NTT accused of stealing another 

mare 
Peter Boswell, alias John Boswell, charged with having, on the 21st of May, 1845, 
stolen a black mare, the property of Chas. Darley, farmer, of Thorne ; also, charged with 
having, on the same day, stolen a bay mare from a field in the parish of Misson, in the 
county of Nottingham, the property of John Wright, of Idlestop, in the county of Lincoln. 

The Leeds Mercury, 12 
September 1846, 1 

  1846 late August Driffield, YKS apprehended at the fair  The Yorkshire Gazette, 5 
September 1846, 5 

  1846 late August - 
5 September 

Doncaster, YKS in gaol  The Yorkshire Gazette, 5 
September 1846, 5 

  1846 5 September Doncaster, YKS in magistrates court Last Saturday, Peter Boswell, alias the “gipsy king,” was taken by Mr. Samuel Haigh, 
police officer, of Cranswick, before the sitting magistrates at Doncaster, charged with 
stealing a mare belonging to Mr. Darley, brewer, of Thorne, near Doncaster, on the 
night of the 20th or the morning of the 21st of May, 1845. The mare was seen in 
Boswell’s possession at Norton, about six o’clock in the evening on the last named day ; 
was traced to Ause, in Westmorland, and finally restored to her owner about three 
weeks after. On the 14th of August last, information on the case was forwarded to Mr. 
Haigh who apprehended the itinerant king at Driffield fair last week, and conveyed him 
to Doncaster, where he awaits examination this day. 

The Yorkshire Gazette, 5 
September 1846, 5 

  1846 5 September 
passim 

York, YKS in gaol  The Leeds Mercury, 12 
September 1846, 1 

  1846 5 December York, YKS at the Assizes Peter Boswell (50) was charged with stealing, on the 21st of May, 1845, at Hatfield, a 
black mare, the property of Mr. Charles Darley. Mr. Hall and Mr. Aspinall were for the 
prosecution ; Mr. Dearsley defended the prisoner. 
  Mr. Darley, the owner of the mare which the prisoner was indicted for stealing, was a 
merchant at Thorne, in the parish of Hatfield, but since the robbery was committed he 
has died. On the 20th of May, 1845, Mr. Darley saw the mare in question placed in one 
of his fields, but the following morning it was missing. On the 31st of the same month it 
was ascertained that the prisoner had sold the mare to a man at a place called Hawes 
for £4 15s. - Guilty. - Sentence deferred. 

The Bradford Observer, 10 
December 1846, 8 

  1846 5 - 14 December York, YKS in gaol  The York Herald, 19 
December 1846, 3 

  1846 14 December York, YKS in magistrates court PETER BOSWELL, who had been convicted for having stolen a mare at Hatfield, the 
property of Charles Darley, was sentenced to be imprisoned for one year at the 
Wakefield House of Correction to hard labour. 

The York Herald, 19 
December 1846, 3 

  1846 December 
passim 

Wakefield, YKS in gaol  The York Herald, 19 
December 1846, 3 

  1847 3rd Quarter Wakefield, YKS death registered  GRO Index 
 
 
BOSWELL, Polliphey 

 
c1783 

 
Shoreditch, MDX birth 

  

c1810 
  

birth of Charles 
  

c1812 
 

not known, SFK birth of Cinderella 
  

  1813 26 January Wenhaston, SFK baptism of Thomas Lewis & Polypha, ‘the tinker of Hintlesham’ Original register transcript 
  1815 7 February Wenhaston, SFK baptism of James Lewis & Polypha, ‘the tinker of Hintlesham’ Original register transcript 
  1821 21 December Great Livermere, SFK Lewis charged with robbery ..on 21st December 1821 about the hour of twelve in the night of the same day the 

dwelling house of John Jacob...feloniously and burglarously did break and enter with 
intent the goods to carry away...with force of arms... 

The Norfolk Chronicle, 13 
April 1822, 2 

  1822 27 March Bury St. Edmunds, SFK Lewis at the Assizes Lewis Boswell and Ferdinand Smith (gipsies) for a burglary in the house of Mr. Jacobs, 
of Great Livermere. When the verdict of “Guilty” was returned against the gipsies, 
Boswell struck one of the witnesses a most violent blow, crying out, “that’s the man that 
has murdered us.” A great uproar took place, both the prisoners continually screaming 
out “they were wilfully murdered.” 

The Norfolk Chronicle, 13 
April 1822, 2 

  1822 4 August Alverstoke, HAM baptism of Amelia Lewis & Pelify Original register transcript 
  1823 6 March NSW, AUS Lewis arrived in New South 

Wales 
Ship : Surrey 

 

  1833 29 July St. Pancras, Old Church, 
MDX 

marriage of Cinderella Uriah SMITH x, of this Parish, Bachelor = 
Cinderella BOSWELL x, of this Parish, Spinster 
[wit : Charles JONES / D SMITH x]                                                               Banns 

Original register 

  1841 6 June St. Pancras, MDX [as Patetie] Samuel AYRES         20    Chair Maker  Y 
Amelie AYRES         15    Y                                         / 
Richard AYRES         10    Y 
Diana AYRES           8    Y 
Thomas BOSWELL         25    Greeengrocer  Y 
Patetie BOSWELL          50    Y 

HO107 681 6 7 
                      7v 

  1851 30 March Camden Town, MDX 
 

Samuel AYRES    Head M    32    Cutler   Wimbledon, SRY 
Amelia AYRES    Wife M    28    Hamshere, SRY 
Polliphey 
         BOSWELL      -- W    68    Charwoman  Shoreditch, MDX 

HO107 1497 363v 

  1861 7 April St. Pancras, MDX [as Philipia] Hos BOSWELL    Head U     50    Street Hawker  SFK 
Philipia 
         BOSWELL      -- W    85    Shoreditch, MDX 
Cinderella 
         BOSWELL  W    48           do         ditto 

RG9 117 41 

  1871 2  April St. Pancras, MDX [as Phillapa] Samuel AYRES    Head M    55    Cutler   Marylebone 
Amelia AYRES    Wife  “     48    HAM 
 
Phillapa 
         BOSWELL    Head W    72    Hawker   Shoreditch 
Cinderella SMITH    Dau   “    56        do   SFK 

RG10 225 64 

  1874 1st Quarter Pancras, MDX death registered aged 93 [as Phillipa] GRO Index 
 

 
BOSWELL, Union 

 
  1803 7 March Shoreditch, St. Leonards, 

KNT 
married Thomas LOVELL = Union BOSWORTH 

[wit : John SMITH / Joseph LOVELL] 
Original register transcript 

  1809 -- Prittlewell, ESS baptism of Louis Thos. & Union LOVELL Original register transcript 
  1813 22 March Holborn, St. Giles in the 

Field, MDX 
baptism of Louisa Thomas & Union LOVELL, Chair Matter Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Caravaena 
 

  1784 22 August Layer-de-la-Haye, ESS baptised daughter of Shadreck & Mesila, Travellers Original register 
 
 
BOSS, Nancy 

 
c1784 

 
Delamere, CHS birth 

  

c1814 
 

Delamere, CHS birth of Betsey 
  

c1815 
 

Warmingham, CHS birth of William 
  

c1823 
 

Delamere, CHS birth of Gustrous 
  

c1835 
 

Delamere, CHS birth of Nathaniel 
  

  1851 30 March Warmingham, CHS [all crossed through] William BOSS    Head M    35    Travelling Gipsies  Warmingham, CHS 
?Breddy BOSS    Wife M    34           do           do           do             do 
Sarah BOSS    Dau          2             do             do 
Eliza BOSS     do          9    Haslington, CHS 
Michael BOSS    Son          9           do          do 
Dinah BOSS    Dau          3    Delamere, CHS 
Elizabeth BOSS     do        12           do         do 

HO107 2169 15v 



 

 

Nancy BOSS    Moth W    66           do         do 
Betsey BOSS    Sis U     36           do         do 
Gustrous BOSS    Bro U     27           do         do 
Nathaniel BOSS     do        15           do         do 

 
 
BOSWELL, Sarah 

 
c1804 

  
birth of Fersidney SMITH 

  

c1806 
  

birth of Edward SMITH 
  

c1808 
 

Milton, NTH birth of Zachariah SMITH 
  

  1810 21 February 
 

birth of Thomas SMITH 
 

Original register 
  1810 28 February Rothersthorpe, NTH baptism of Thomas Woodfine & Sarah SMITH, [no further information], born February 21st [as Thos] Original register 
  1811 7, 14 & 21 July Hillmorton, WAR banns read Woodfine SMITH & Sarah BOZWELL, both of this Parish Original register 
  1811 5 September Hillmorton, WAR married Woodfine SMITH = Sarah BOZWELL 

[wit : James JAFFE / W H ?FLAVELL]                                                         Banns 
Original register transcript 

  1815 early October 
 

birth of Spiretta SMITH 
  

  1815 23 October Kislingbury, NTH burial of Spiretta aged 3 weeks, daughter of Woodfine & Sarah SMITH, Travellers, [abode=] Uncertain Original register 
  1816 28 December 

 
birth of Frederick SMITH 

 
Original BT 

  1816 31 December Greens Norton, NTH baptism of Frederick Woodbine & Sarah SMITH, Gypsy, [no place of abode given], born Dec. 28 Original BT 
c1818 

 
Weedon, NTH birth of Sentenia SMITH 

 
Tombs/Smith, 3 

c1824 
 

Grimscote, NTH birth of Trezian SMITH 
  

  1830 mid October - 
21 October 

Northampton, NTH Woodfine in gaol Commitments to the County Gaol. - …Woodbine Smith, charged with stealing wheat 
from the barn of Richard Loe, of Dodford. 

The Northampton Mercury, 
16 October 1830, 3 

  1830 21 October Northampton, NTH Woodfine at the Sessions Not Guilty. - William Biggs, Woodbine Smith, Zachariah Smith, and James Smith. 
 
 
Woodbine Smith   [Larceny]    Not Guilty 
Zachariah Smith         Do               Do                                                                                 / 
James Smith          Larceny     Not Guilty 

The Northampton Mercury, 
23 October 1830, 3 
+ 
The National Archives, 
HO27/40/54v-55/55v-56 

  1860 17 July Rugby, WAR Woodfine in magistrates court Woodfine Smith, 89 years of age, a gipsy, was charged with stealing 15 hazel sticks 
from a covert occupied by Mr. T. Cook, of Hillmorton. The value of the stocks, or rather 
the damage done, was 7s. 6d. The case was proved, and defendant was ordered to pay 
20s., including expenses, or go to prison for 21 days. 

The Leicestershire 
Mercury, 21 July 1861, 8 

  1861 2 April Berkswell, WAR [Woodfine is a widower] Woodfine SMITH    Fath W    96    Basket Maker 
Fersidney SMITH    Head M    56    Basket & Clothes Pegg Maker 
Mary SMITH    Wife M    40 
Mira SMITH    Son U    15 
Leannah SMITH    Dau        12 
Fersidney SMITH    Son          6    Parish N K 
Mary SMITH    Dau          4 
Alvert SMITH    Dau          3 
Isaih SMITH    Son          2 
Curolina SMITH    Dau          3 mo 
 
William CLAYTON    Head M    40    Basket and Clothes Pegg 

                               Maker 
Ann CLAYTON    Wife M    36 
Francis CLAYTON    Son U    18 
Alvert CLAYTON    Dau          7 
Alfred CLAYTON    Son          6    Parishes N K 
Diannah CLAYTON    Dau          3 
Isaih CLAYTON    Son          2 
 
[Windmill Lane] 
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BOSWELL, Thomas 

 
  1804 16 December Hanwell, St. Mary, 

Church Road, MDX 
married Thomas BOSWELL = Sarah COOPER 

[wit : Daniel PEGLAR] 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Fallowfield 

 
  1785 5 June Thaxted, ESS baptised [no parents given = Bartholomew & Coliberry] Buckland/Trudgill, 4 

 
 
BOSWELL, Absolam alias BLUITT 

 
  1785 26 June Quainton, BKM baptised son of Richard & Phillis, Gypsies Original register transcript 
  1805 13 October East Retford, NTT baptism of James Absalom & Ann [SWALES - ET] FreeREG 
  1805 18 October Mansfield, NTT burial of James aged 0, son of Absalom & Ann Original register transcript 
c1805 

  
birth of Trinity 

  

  1807 2 April Derby, All Saints, DBY baptism of Violetta Absalom & Ann, [no further information] Original register 
  1809 26 June Sheffield, Cathedral St. 

Peter, YKS 
married Absalom BOSSWELL = Mary SWALES 

[wit : Zachariah BOSWELL - ET] 
Original register transcript 

  1810 2 July Newark, NTT burial of Charlotte daughter of Absalom & Ann Original register transcript 
  1810 5 October Kirton Lindsey, LIN at the Sessions At Kirton (Lindsey) Michaelmas Sessions on Friday last…Absalom Boswell, indicted for 

stealing a silver watch, the property of John Pinning, of Upton, was acquitted. 
The Stamford Mercury, 12 
October 1810, 3 

c1810 
  

birth of Harriet 
  

c1812 
  

birth of Levias 
  

  1812  Louth, LIN apprehended as vagrants Absolam Boswell, natural s/o Phillis Boswell spinster born Drinkston LEI, and his wife 
Mary, son Elias and dau Trinity apprehended as vagrants. 

Original register (JM) 

c1816 
  

birth of Thomas 
  

  1818 7 June Womersley, YKS baptism of Jane Matilda Absalom & Mary BOSWELL, Travelling Tinker & Chair Bottomer, of Thringston, 
Leicestershire 

Original register 

  1820 29 October Misterton, NTT baptism of Mordecai Absalom & Mary BOSWELL, Tinker, Misterton Original register 
  1825 19 December North Wingfield, DBY baptism of Josiah Absalom & Mary BLEWIT, Gipsey Chair- -bottomer, Park-Houses-Green Original register 
  1826 1 January Heath, DBY baptism of Josiah Absalom & Mary BLUETT, Travelling Gipsies, Uncertain Original register 
  1826 27 June Brafferton, YKS buried aged 44, Hanley Green Staffordshire Original register 
  1826 27 June Brafferton, YKS burial of Levias aged 14, Hanley Green Staffordshire Original register 
  1826 27 June Brafferton, YKS burial of Thomas aged 10, Hanley Green Staffordshire Original register 
  1832 6 May Whitbeck, YKS burial of Trinity aged 27, a Wandering Gypsy died on Bullowthorpe [as BOSWELL] Original register 
  1845 3 November Liverpool, St. Nicholas, 

LAN 
marriage of Harriet Frederick BOSWELL x, Full age, Bachelor, Engineer, Bayhorse Lane, son of Richard, 

Corkcutter = 
Harriet BOSWELL x, Full age, Spinster, Bayhorse Lane, daughter of Absolem, Brazier 
[wit : Molyneux LOVATT x / Sarah DRAPER x]                                           Banns 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Matilda 

 
  1785 16 October Hackney, St. John, MDX baptised daughter of Shadrack & Mary (Parish) Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, James 

 
  1785 13 December North Newington, OXF birth  

 
Original register 

  1785 18 December Broughton, OXF baptised son of Edward & Maria BOSWELL (Travellers). Born at Northnewton in the Parish of 
Broughton Decr13th & Baptized Decr 18th 1785. Memorandum, The said Edward 
BOSWELL and Maria his wife (whose Maiden Name was BANISTER) declared they 
were Married at Banbury in the County of Oxford, and that they belonged to the Parish 
of Britwell near Watlington in the said County of Oxford 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
  1805 29 November Eccleshall, STS baptism of Clevancea John & Tabitha Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Talentry 

 
  1805 4 June Sherborne, DOR married Edward EVANS = Talentry BOSWELL, travellers Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Sophia 

 
  1795 22 March Westcote Barton, OXF burial of father Commonly called 'Black Jack' [as BUSWELL] Original register transcript 
  1803 6 November Eccleshall, Holy Trinity, 

STS 
baptism of Jemima Willm & Sophia LOVALL, Travelers Original register 

  1807 25 October, 1 & 
8 November 

Stoke-upon-Trent, St. 
Peter Ad Vicula, STS 

banns posted William LOVATT & Sophia BOSWELL Original register 

  1807 9 November Stoke-upon-Trent, St. 
Peter Ad Vicula, STS 

married William LOVATT x, Bachelor, of the Parish of Stoke upon Trent, Brazier 
Sophia BOSWELL x, Spinster, of the same Parish 
[wit : Saml COULSON / Edward BOSWELL x]                                              Banns 

Original register 

  1812 2 February Eccleshall, Holy Trinity, 
STS 

baptism of Hercules William & Elizabeth Sophia LOVALL, (Travellers), Eccleshall Original register 



 

 

 
 
BOSWELL, Charlotte 

 
  1786 18 September Thaxted, ESS baptised daughter of Willm & Rebecca Essex Baptism Index 

 
 
BOSWELL, Robert 

 
  1806 31 March Loders, DOR buried A gipsy Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Tryphena 

 
c1786   birth [daughter of Bartholomew & Colly - ET]  
  1796 October Kesteven, LIN charged with vagrancy and 

begging 
children : Fallerissa, aged 12, Trophane, 11, and Purify, 10 - mother Colly 
                Lewis, 9, Farnetta, 6, and Macey, 2 - mother Mary Buckland 

ET 

  1798 5 February Great Gonerby, LIN remarriage of father Bartholomew BOSWELL, Widower = Mary BUCKLAND FreeREG 
  1801 16 October 

 
birth of Tryphena BOSWELL 

 
Original register transcript 

  1801 15 November Calne, WIL baptism of Tryphena Tryphena BOSWELL, born October 16th the reputed Father is Thomas DIX Original register transcript 
  1805 18 July Calne, WIL birth of Belcher 

 
Online family tree 

  1808 21 December Calne, WIL birth of Ann 
 

Original register 
  1808 26 December Calne, WIL baptism of Ann Thomas & Tryphena DIX, Sand Carrier, born 21st Inst Original register 
  1810 15 October Calne, WIL married Thomas DIX x, of this Parish = Tryphena BOSWELL x, of the Same 

[wit : William FORD x / Henry HARRIS]                                                        Banns 
Original register 

  1814 19 June Hilperton, WIL baptism of Thomas Thomas & Tryphenia DICKS, Traveller, [abode=] Uncertain Original register 
  1814 5 November Longcot with Fernham, 

BRK 
burial of Thomas aged 7 months, a vagrant [as DICKS] Original register transcript 

  1825 16 July New Sarum, WIL Belcher at the Assizes Belcher DICKS 
[Horsestealing] 
Sentence : Death 

England & Wales, Criminal 
Records 1791 - 1892 

 
 
BOSWELL, Hardmaid 

 
  1787 31 January Adderbury, OXF baptised daughter of Lawrence & Carnation, [no further information] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Thomas 

 
  1787 26 December Aston le Walls, NTH baptised son of Edward & Maria, a Sweepchimney who was married at Banbury and belongeth to 

Britewell Oxfordshire, The Child was born in Masr Archers barn Appletree [Travellers - 
BT] 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Clark 

 
c1787   birth son of Shadrach & Elizabeth Online family tree 
  1810 18 March Stanton, SFK baptism of Elijah Clarke & Rhona (late SCAMP) Original register transcript 
  1810 20 April  death of wife Rhona  Boswell/Dawson, 107 
  1810 14 June Helmingham, SFK burial of Elisha (aged 3 

months) & daughter Rhona 

 
FreeREG 

  1813 9 May Defford, WOR baptism of Levi Clark & Leeve, Traveller, Gipsey Original register 
  1815 28 May Cropthorne, WOR baptism of Thomas Clarke & Delethe Original register transcript 
  1817 9 November Rous Lench, WOR baptism of Plato Clarke & Elizth , Travelling Gipsies Original register 
  1820 8 October Newland, WOR baptism of James Clarke & Livy Original register transcript 
  1822 

 
Eldersfield, WOR baptism of Duaney 

 
ET 

  1825 16 January Tibberton, WOR baptism of Miseretta Clarke & Lepha Original register transcript 
  1827 11 February Pebworth, WOR baptism of Zachariah Clarke & Leaf, Gipsy Original register 
  1830  Whittlesey, CAM baptism of Riley Clerk & Aleaf, Travellors Original register transcript 
  1832 25 December Gedney Hill, LIN baptism of Daniel Leary Clarke & De Levi, Gypsy-man, Fleet-Fen [‘Returned’ written both sides of entry] Original register 
  1841 6 June Spalding, LIN 

 
Clark BOUSWELL         55    Cutler   N 
Moses BOUSWELL         25    Grinder   N 
John BOUSWELL         20    Fidler   N 
Thomas BOUSWELL          25    Grinder   N 
William BOUSWELL        20        do   N 
James BOUSWELL         20        do   N 
Mary BOUSWELL         15    Needle Woman  N 
Isabella BOUSWELL        15              do   N 
Rile BOUSWELL         12    Grinder   N 
?Dasalare BOUSWELL          8    Y 
Sampson BOUSWELL          2    N 
Cindarella BOUSWELL        30    Needle Woman  N 
Escia BOUSWELL         15    Grinder   N 
Elias BOUSWELL         18        do   N 
 
[enumerated adjacent to a public house] 
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  1844 12 October Denston, SFK burial of Delatby aged 50 Original register transcript 
  1869 5 April Kensington, St. Clements, 

MDX 
marriage of Levi Levi BOSWELL x, full, batchelor [sic], tinker, Hunt St  Latimer Road, son of Clark, tinker 

= 
Maryann LEE x, full, spinster, ----, same address, daughter of Charles, tinker 
[wit : Stephen Richard BROWN / Charles DYAS / Santialina BUCKLEY x]   Banns 

Original register 

  1869 2nd Quarter Kensington, MDX marriage of Levi registered Levi BOSWELL = Mary Ann LEE GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Purify aka Solomon 
 

c1787   birth son of Bartholomew & Coliberry Buckland/Trudgill, 8 
  1816 15 September Hagbourne, BRK baptism of Dorothy Solomon & Ann, ?Yeoman Buckland/Trudgill, 8 
  1819 3 January Leafield, OXF baptism of Solomon Ann BUCKLAND, illegitimate, Leafield Original register 
  1825 3 August Long Wittenham, BRK baptism of Lewis Solomon & Ann, Travelling Gypsey Original register transcript 
c1826 

 
Cranham, GLS birth of Elias 

  

  1828 15 June Long Wittenham, BRK baptism of Septimus Solomon & Ann, Travelling Gypsy Original register transcript 
  1832 28 January Coates, GLS baptism of Henrietta Solomon & Ann, a wandering Gypsy, Langford near Farringdon Original register 
  1832 7 October Hagbourne, BRK burial of Lewis aged 6, Gipsy Original register transcript 
  1839 1st Quarter Wallingford, BRK death registered [as Solomon] GRO Index 
c1839 

 
not known, BRK birth of Dorcas 

 
Buckland/Trudgill, 8 

  1846 3 February Downside, SOM burial of Henrietta aged 15 Buckland/Trudgill, 8 
 
 
BOSWELL, Sophia 

 
c1787   birth   
  1806 3 October Bockleton, WOR buried aged 19, a Stranger Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Zachariah 

 
  1807 6 August Clarborough, NTT baptism of Nathaneel Sacry & Sarah Original register transcript 
  1809 26 June Sheffield, Cathedral St. 

Peter & Paul, YKS 
witness to marriage Absalom BOSSWELL = Mary SWALES 

[wit : Zachariah BOSWELL - ET] 
Original register transcript 

  1809 10 October Kirton in Lindsey, LIN married Zachariah BOSWELL x = Sarah BOILING x, both of this Parish 
[wit : John PARKER x / Richard FLETCHER]                                               Banns 

Original register transcript 
(VH) 

  1809 7 March Nottingham, St. Mary, 
NTT 

baptism of Maria Sacre & Sarah FreeREG 

  1813 22 November Clarborough, NTT baptism of Caroline Zechariah & Sarah Original register transcript 
  1815 26 November Radford, NTT baptism of Mary Ann Zecharias & Sarah, Tinker, Radford FreeREG 
  1820 Lent Nottingham, NTT at the Assizes Zachariah Boswell     Manslaughter     Not Guilty Criminal registers, 1791-

1892 
  1821 March Clarborough, NTT baptism of Joseph 

 
Boswell/Dawson, 111 

  1824 17 February Sheffield, YKS in magistrates court   Committed to the Riding House of Correction, on Tuesday :- …Zackariah Boswell, and 
Sarah Boswell, (of the notorious Boswell gang of gipsies,) as disorderly, and also for ill-
treating the posse of watchmen who were engaged in their apprehension in the Park. 

The Sheffield Independent, 
21 February 1824, 3 

  1824 17 February 
passim 

Sheffield, YKS in gaol  The Sheffield Independent, 
21 February 1824, 3 

  1826 4 November Nottingham, NTT death of Sarah Sarah Boswell, the reputed wife of Zachariah Boswell, whose father was “King of the 
Gipsies,” died on Saturday night in a stable at the Union Inn, Nottingham, to which 
(being drunk) she was conveyed from the kitchen. Suspicion was entertained that she 
died in consequence of blows from her husband, but this was disproved before the 
coroner, and a verdict was returned of died by the visitation of God. 

The Stamford Mercury, 10 
November 1826, 3 

  1833 February Dunston, LIN charged with theft   On Friday the 8th, a well-known offender of the name of Geo. Smith, alias Baker, was 
apprehended near the Stone-bow. In the month of February last year, he and another of 
the name of Zachary Boswell, one of the fraternity of gipsies, stole two asses, the 
property of Mr. Dakins of Hanworth, and Mr. Kirton of Nocton Heath, from a pasture in 
the parish of Dunston, and the following morning sold them in Lincoln to Mr. Wm. 

The Stamford Mercury, 13 
August 1834, 3 



 

 

Newton, engineeer to Mr. Rudgard. Mr. Newton unwittingly found himself in some 
trouble on account of his bargain, and restored the asses to their owners a few days 
after his purchase. Warrants have been out against the two offenders since that time, 
and on Friday Mr. Newton identified the above-mentioned Geo. Smith : he was 
accordingly committed (by the Rev. P. Curtois) to Falkingham gaol ; to which strong 
hold, by the way, he is no stranger. Boswell is yet at large. 

  1835 5 January Retford, NTT in magistrates court   On Saturday last…Zachariah Boswell, a travelling tinker, was committed to Southwell, 
by James Lee, Esq., for trial at the ensuing Retford sessions, charged with stealing on 
the same day, at East Markham, a quantity of copper coin, the property of Joseph 
Taylor, of the same place. 

The Nottinham Review and 
General Advertiser, 9 
January 1835, 2 

  1835 5 - 14 January Retford, NTT in gaol  The Nottinham Review and 
General Advertiser, 9 
January 1835, 2 

  1835 14 January Retford, NTT at the Sessions Zachariah Boswell     [Larceny]     [No Bill] Criminal registers, 1791-
1892 

  1843 23 April Leicester, LEI died   Death by Drowning. - A coroner’s Inquest was held at the Peacock, on Monday last, 
before John Gregory, gent., on the body of Zachariah Boswell, a travelling tinker, who 
was found by some boatman [sic] floating in the canal near to the Abbey Meadow, on 
Sunday morning. It appeared that he went into the market on Saturday, with the 
intention of buying an ass, but as he had not returned at four in the afternoon, his wife 
went to look for him, and they had some rum and rum shrub together, when she went to 
her lodgings, and he said he should came [sic] in about half an hour. He never saw him 
alive again [sic]. He was much addicted to drinking. Samuel Palmer a porter at 
Soresby’s wharf was informed about noon on Sunday that a man was in the water, and 
he immediately procured a rope and went to the canal side, and saw a man floating 
near to their wharf. He was drawn out on the Abbey Meadow, but in doing this his 
forehead grazed against the wall, and when quite out of the water, the blood flowed 
quite fresh so that he could not have been in the water long, and his limbs were not stiff. 
He had a lot of stockings partly out of his coat pocket. He (witness) had never seen 
deceased in their yard at any time, though he had seen him before. It appeared also 
that deceased went to the George the Third, Abbey street, between 11 and 12 o’clock 
on the Saturday evening, and asked for a jug of ale, which the mistress desired the girl 
not to let him have, as she thought he had had enough. He could not find money to pay 
for it. He seemed drunk and was very dirty as though he had been rolling in the street. 
When he left which was after staying about ten minutes, he said, “I’ll soon put an end to 
this.” A lad named Brown saw two men in the pasture anout eleven o’clock on Sunday 
morning, and saw one of them try to go across the Wein close to the Budge. He said to 
the other, “see me go over without taking hold of the chain [sic], which is placed there to 
prevent horse from getting off the towingpath [sic]. There was a great deal of water 
running over at the time, nearly up to his knees. When about half way over he fell down, 
and the stream carried him into the canal. The other man attempted to get him out but 
he could not, and he afterards fetched some other persons but the deceased went to 
the other side out of their reach. He seemed tipsy when he fell in ; he was sure no one 
pushed him. No Information could be obtained as to who the man was who was with the 
deceased at the time. Verdict, Accidental Death. 

The Leicestershire 
Mercury, 29 April 1843, 3 

  1843 2nd Quarter Leicester, LEI death registered [as Zacharia] GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Moses alias BOSS 
 

  1788 4 January Huntingdon, HUN baptised son of Lawrence & Carrenation Original register transcript 
  1808 18 April Charlbury, OXF married Moses BOSS x, of the Town of Huntingdon in the County of Huntingdon = 

Sarah BUCKLAND x, of this Parish 
[wit : Henry BROWNE x / Wm PHILLIPS]                                                     License 

Original register  

  1809 19 March Stanford Dingley, BRK baptism of Nathan Moses & Sarah BOSS, Gipsies Original register transcript 
  1814 11 March Market Deeping, LIN baptism of Louisa Moses & Cyara, Gipsey, [no place of abode given] Original register 
  1815 8 October Aston Cantlow, WAR baptism of Samuel Moses & Sarah BOSS, Tinman + Brazier, Charlbury  Oxfordshire Original register 
  1819 19 February Appleton, BRK burial of Sarah aged 25 [sic], wife of Moses BOSWELL, A Travelling Brazier Original register transcript 
  1826 6 November Duffield, DBY married Moses BOSWELL x, of this Parish, Widower = 

Tranett HASRING [sic - Trenit HERON] x, of this Parish, Spinster 
[wit : Abraham BREWER / Mary BROWN x]                                                 Banns 

Original register 

  1827 2 August Great Barr, STS baptism of Campion  Original register transcript 
(ET) 

  1830 11 April Hampton Lovett, WOR baptism of Nelson Moses & Tranit Original register transcript 
  1835 8 March Alfreton, DBY baptism of Clara Moses & Rennett, Brazier on travel, Alfreton Original register 
  1838 5 August Isley Walton, LEI birth of Urania Moses & Betsey, Knife Grinder, Wanderer Original register 
  1838 26 December Breadsall, DBY baptism of Emma Moses & Mary, No settled abode, Gipsies Original register 
c1838  Mickleover, DBY birth of Isaiah Moses & Sarah  
  1841 6 June Littleover, DBY  Moses BOSWELL         55    Gipsey 

James BOSWELL         50 
k.n [female]         40 
k.n [female]         30 
k.n [female]         25 
k.n [female]         20 
k.n [male]            6 
k.n [female]           4 
k.n [female]           3 
 
[Gipseys entered by Error] 
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  1841 25 December Breadsall, DBY baptism of Gentilla Moses & Mary, Gypsies, [abode=] None Original register 
  1844 16 June Maxstoke, WAR baptism of Merner Moses & Trinity, Brazier, Traveller Original register 
  1846 1 March Bretby, DBY baptism of John Mary Pehanit & Moses, Gypsy, [no place of abode given] Original register 
  1848 25 April Chellaston, DBY burial of Nathan aged 37, Chellaston (a gipsy) Original register 
  1855 4th Quarter Burton upon Trent, STS death registered            GRO Index 
  1855 12 November Etwall, DBY buried aged 70            Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Culvato 

 
  1788 13 January Watford, NTH baptised son of Edward & Greenhof, Gipsey [as Culosto] Original BT transcript 
  1788 16 January Watford, NTH baptised son of Edward & Elizabeth, gypsies Original register transcript 
c1813 

 
Worcester, WOR birth of John/Thomas  ET 

  1816 13 October Eckington, WOR baptism of Veto Veto & Cinderella, Gypsy Original register (ET) 
  1820 16 January Elmley Castle, WOR baptism of Chrisenty & 

Dihanna [twins] 
Vado & Sinerella, Cutler Original register (ET) 

  1820 1 February White Ladies, WOR burial of Chrisenty & Dihanna infant Original register (ET) 
  1821 1 April Birtsmorton, WOR baptism of Bias Ovato & Cinderella, Travellers Original register (ET) 
c1823  not known, CAM birth of Elias  ET 
  1825 13 March Whittlesey, CAM baptism of Hezekiah Vato & Cinderella, Razor Grinder, Elder Nell Original register (ET) 
  1825  Eldernell, CAM baptism of Hezekiah Vato & Cinderella, Whittlesey Boswell/Dawson, 105 
c1825  not known, WOR birth of Elias  ET 
  1829 4 January Newton, Isle of Ely, CAM baptism of Evyrippe Gulvado child of Cinderella, Gipsy, of this Parish Original register transcript 
  1829 28 January March, CAM burial of Evyrippe infant daughter of Culvater & Cinderella BOS late HALL, gipsies. In hoc nomine dubito [I 

have doubt of this name] [as Exeriphas] 
Original register transcript 

  1832 30 June Elm, CAM buried aged 35 [as Ovator], Gypsy, Cholera Original register (ET) 
 
 

BOSWELL, Lewis 
 

  1788 18 May Bromham, WIL baptised son of Bartholomew & Colle BOSWEL of the Parish of Mallo in Darbyshire  Born in the 
Parish of Raod [sic - Rowde] 

Original register 

  1811 8 December Stoke Lyne, OXF baptism of Cyphraella Lewis & Leapanta BOSSIL, [no further information] Original register 
  1819 15 August Stratton St. Margaret, 

WIL 
baptism of  Farnetta  Boswell/Dawson 

  1838 6 February Hagbourne, BRK baptism of Thomas Lewis & Constance, Gypsies Original register transcript 
  1839 1st Quarter Wallingford, BRK death of father registered [as Solomon] GRO Index 
  1839 

 
East Hagbourne, BRK burial of father It is often remarked that a dead donkey or a dead gipsy is seldom seen ; but on 

Tuesday last, the most rare spectacle of a gipsy’s funeral was witnessed at East 
Hagbourne, as they are generally supposed to be buried under a hedge, or in a barrow, 
or wood. Some little time since, Lewis Boswell, son of the late Gipsy King Solomon, 
came within the parish of Hagbourne, then very ill, and no doubt with the intention of 
being buried by the side of his father. He was visited frequently in his tent, by the vicar, 
the Rev. R. Meredith, and died on Friday, the 10th instant. He was followed to the grave 
by his widow and descendants, and some of the tribes of Buckland’s and Smith’s [sic]. 
The beauty of the women, and the black piercing eyes of the men were remarkable. 
Their swarthy countenances and raven hair, (some of which would have been improved 
by washing and combing,) also contrasted strangely with the flaxen hair of the 
numerous bystanders. His dog was also a follower. The service was impressively 
performed by the vicar, amidst the wailing of some of the women, and it was very 
pleasing to see how fervently some of them joined in the Lord’s prayer, and other 
portions of the service. At the conclusion, Mr. Meredith delivered a short address, 
imploring them to prepare themselves for another world, as we must all soon be like that 
man, laid in the grave, and taken from this world for ever. It was expected that they 
would perform on the violin over his grave, the same as when his father, Solomon, the 
King, was buried ; but here the bystanders were disappointed, for each one in their turn 
took some hand-fulls [sic] of earth and threw it on the coffin, evidently considering this to 

The Berkshire Chronicle, 
18 February 1860, 8  



 

 

be a sacred duty, and apparently connected with some superstition belonging to this 
peculiar people. 

  1860 12 February Hagbourne, BRK died An inquest was held at the "Horse and Harrow" Inn, Hagbourn, on Tuesday last, before 
K. Cowcher, Esq., coroner for Berks, on the body of Lewis Boswell, aged 80 years. The 
deceased was one of the gipsy tribe, and better known round the neighbouring villages 
by the name of "Lewis." It appeared from the evidence that the deceased and his wife 
had been encamping in a meadow belonging to Mr. Lousley, of Hagbourn, for some 
time past; the deceased was taken ill on Thursday week, and died on the following 
Sunday, but had not been attended by any medical man. After a short deliberation upon 
the evidence adduced, the jury returned a verdict that the deceased died from dropsy, 
old age, and exposure to cold. 

The Reading Mercury, 18 
February 1860, 6 

  1860 14 February West Hagbourne, BRK inquest An inquest was held before F. Cowcher, Esq., Coroner for Berks, at Scotland's Ash 
Gate, in the parish of West Hagbourn, on the 14th inst., on view of the body of Louis 
Boswell, aged 80, a patriarch of the gipsy tribe encamping near there, who died 
suddenly in his tent the day previously. It appeared the deceased had not been under 
medical treatment, but all the evidence went to show that he had received kind and 
proper treatment, and the Jury returned a verdict of  "Died from natural causes." 

Jackson's Oxford Journal, 
18 February 1860, 8 

  1860 14 February Hagbourne, BRK buried aged 84, Gipsey in field, West Hagbourne 
 
It is often remarked that a dead donkey or a dead gipsy is seldom seen ; but on 
Tuesday last, the most rare spectacle of a gipsy’s funeral was witnessed at East 
Hagbourne, as they are generally supposed to be buried under a hedge, or in a barrow, 
or wood. Some little time since, Lewis Boswell, son of the late Gipsy King Solomon, 
came within the parish of Hagbourne, then very ill, and no doubt with the intention of 
being buried by the side of his father. He was visited frequently in his tent, by the vicar, 
the Rev. R. Meredith, and died on Friday, the 10th instant. He was followed to the grave 
by his widow and descendants, and some of the tribes of Buckland’s and Smith’s [sic]. 
The beauty of the women, and the black piercing eyes of the men were remarkable. 
Their swarthy countenances and raven hair, (some of which would have been improved 
by washing and combing,) also contrasted strangely with the flaxen hair of the 
numerous bystanders. His dog was also a follower. The service was impressively 
performed by the vicar, amidst the wailing of some of the women, and it was very 
pleasing to see how fervently some of them joined in the Lord’s prayer, and other 
portions of the service. At the conclusion, Mr. Meredith delivered a short address, 
imploring them to prepare themselves for another world, as we must all soon be like that 
man, laid in the grave, and taken from this world for ever. It was expected that they 
would perform on the violin over his grave, the same as when his father, Solomon, the 
King, was buried ; but here the bystanders were disappointed, for each one in their turn 
took some hand-fulls [sic] of earth and threw it on the coffin, evidently considering this to 
be a sacred duty, and apparently connected with some superstition belonging to this 
peculiar people. 

Original register transcript 
+ 
The Berkshire Chronicle, 
18 February 1860, 8 
 

  1860 1st Quarter Wallingford, BRK death registered  GRO Index 
  1870 30 March Union Workhouse, 

Wallingford, BRK 
death of Constance aged 80, Widow of Thomas LEWIS, Laborer a Gipsy, registered 2 April [as LEWIS] 

[posthumous attribution] 
Death certificate (AF) 

  1870 2nd Quarter Wallingford, BRK death of Constance registered aged 80 GRO Index 
 
 
BOSWELL, Robert 

 
  1788 17 June 

 
birth 

 
Original register transcript 

  1788 22 June Sutton Bonnington, NTT baptised son of Daniel BOSWELL & Sarah WENDERICK, born 17 June Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Abraham aka James 

 
  1788 23 November Wimborne Minster, DOR baptised (a Stranger) pauper [son of Thomas (‘Hairy Tom’) & Sarah - Boswell/Dawson, 62] Original register 
  1819 - December Weston in Gordano, SOM baptism of Maria Abram & Unity [PARSONS aka JONES - Boswell/Dawson, 71], Travelling Tinker FreeREG 
  1827 1 July 

 
birth of Ephraim 

 
Original register 

  1827 8 July Aston Juxta, St. Peter & 
St. Paul, WAR 

baptism of Ephraim Abram & Unity, Licensed Hawker, Green Lanes Bordersley in Tents. Born 1st Instant Original register 

c1832 
 

Doddington, CAM birth of Jane 
 

Boswell/Dawson, 71 
  1833 19 May Carew, PEM baptism of Samuel Abraham & Unity, Brazier, Wimburn  Dorsetshire Original register 
  1864 

 
Bodmin, CRN Unity in gaol Unity BOSWELL  463 

67 
Married 
Number of Children : 7 
Occupation : None 
Abode or Birth Place : Alton 
Admitted & Discharged : 1864 
Gaol Employment : Needlework 
Pretending to tell fortunes at St. Buryan. 
Lost 5 upper front teeth 

Bodmin Gaol Records, 
AD1676/4/8 

  1861 7 April Tywardreath, CRN 
 

[Persons not in houses] 
 
Abraham 
            BOSWELL    Head M    72    Basket Maker  Wimbourn, DOR 
Unity BOSWELL    Wife M    71            do         do 

RG9 1545 91v 

  1871 2 April St. Helier, JER [as James] James BOSWELL    Head M    82    Labourer & Basket Maker ENG                                   / 
Unity BOSWELL    Wife M    83    Basket Maker  ENG 

RG10 5755 147 
                    147v                     

  1874 3 October Redruth, CRN application for relief was 
refused 

BOARD OF GUARDIANS...An application was refused for the admission of Abraham 
Boswell and his wife, the well-known gipsies, both above 90 year of age. 

The Royal Cornwall 
Gazette, 10 October 1874, 
4 

  1874 October Mullion, CRN buried aged 96, died in a tent at Whitstone, near Mullion Boswell/Dawson, 62 
  1874 4th Quarter Helston, CRN death registered aged 96 GRO Index 

 
 
BOSWELL, Cinderella 

 
  1808 23 December Portsea, HAM buried 

 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, John 
 

c1788 
 

Banbury, OXF birth [son of ?John & Hannah] 
 

  1871 2 April Paulerspury, NTH 
 

Benjamin 
           LOVERIDGE    Head M    50    Chair Mender  Whittlebury, NTH 
Jane LOVERIDGE    Wife M    46    Clothes Peg Maker  Charwelton, NTH  
Harriet 
           LOVERIDGE    Dau U    17          Do            Do  Paulerspury, NTH 
William 
           LOVERIDGE    Son        10          Do            Do          Do            Do 
Job LOVERIDGE    Son          2            Do            Do 
 
John BOSWELL    Head M    86    Tinkers   Banbury, [NTH] 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    73    House Wife  Brampton, NTH  
Eli CLARKE    G’son          2    Daventry, NTH 

RG10 1476 21v 

  1874 1st Quarter Potterspury, NTH death registered aged 85 GRO Index 
  1874 21 February Paulerspury, NTH buried  Original register transcript 

 
 
BLEWETT, Josiah alias BOSWELL 

 
c1788 

 
not known, LIN birth 

  

  1808 24 February Clifton with Glapton, NTT baptism of Snow Alley Josia & Hannah BOSWELL [née REVELL], Long Henney, Berkshire, born in the road Original register transcript 
  1811 30 June Elmton with Cresswell, 

DBY 
baptism of Ligna Vitae Josias & Hannah BOSWELL Original register transcript 

  1814 8 July Clowne, DBY baptism of Millitrana Josiah & Hannah BOSSWELL, Clown Original register transcript 
  1818 18 October Laughton en le Morthen, 

YKS 
baptism of Caroline Josias & Hannah BOSWELL, Potter, Laughton Original register 

  1821 1 September Blyth, NTT baptism of Nicholas Josiah & Hannah, Dealer in crockery, late of Clowne in Derbyshire but now of no fixed 
residence but leading an itinerant life 

Original register (JM) 

  1826 25 April Althorpe, LIN baptism of Grecious Josiah & Anna BLUITT, [occupation=] Boswell, Althorpe Original register 
  1828 17 November Owston Ferry, LIN baptism of Elisha Josiah & Hannah BLEWARD, at Ferry, Tramps Original register 
  1829 

 
Snelston, DBY marriage of Ligna Vitae William HEAPS = Ligna Vita REVELL ET 

c1837 
 

not known, LIN birth of Ann 
  

  1838 23 September Crowle, LIN baptism of Randall Josiah & Mary BLEWIT, Dealer in Hard Ware, Crowle Original register 
  1845 26 December West Hanney, BRK burial of Mary BOSWELL aged 80, Gypsy, Wantage, Union House [?mother] Original register transcript 
  1861 7 April Wath upon Dearne, YKS 

 
Josiah BLEWITT    Head M    60    Scissor Grinder  in a Lane, LIN 
Sarah BLEWITT    Wife M    68    Hoyland, YKS 
Ann BLEWITT    Dau U    23    not known, LIN 

RG9 3510 44 

  1868 4th Quarter Rotherham, YKS death registered aged 80 [as BLEWITT] GRO Index 
  1868 7 October Wath upon Dearne, YKS buried aged 80, Wath [as BLEWITT] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Sophia 

 
  1788 5 October Canterbury, St. Peter, baptised daughter of Abraham & Sarah (travelling Gipsies) born in a barn in North Lane the Original register 



 

 

KNT parish of Westcote with ?... 
 
 

BOSWELL, Lawrence alias BOSS 
 

c1788   birth son of Lawrence & Carnation Boswell/Dawson 
  1813 7 December Langtoft, LIN baptism of Henrietta Lawrence & Mellicent BOSS, Tinker, Sojourners at Langtoft Original register 
  1815 2 January Knowle, WAR buried aged 25, Traveller [as Lawrence BOSS] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Sereyvenfield 

 
  1808 10 January Hertingfordbury, HRT baptism of William BRINKLEY Sereyvenfield BOSWELL Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, William 

 
c1788 

  
birth son of Edmond & Eldorai [William COLBURN & Elizabeth BOSWELL - Trudgill/Butler, 5] Boswell/Dawson, 63 

  1819 30 May Milton Malsor, NTH baptism of Hambria Wm & Susannah, Brazier, Milton [= Ambrose] Original register 
  1822 2 June Nether Heyford, NTH baptism of Anne Wm & Susanna, Traveller, Upper Heyford Original register 
c1824 

 
not known, NTH birth of Thomas 

 
Trudgill/Butler, 5 

  1826 25 June Lower Shuckburgh, WAR baptism of William WIlliam & Susannah, [no occupation given], Pauper of the Parish of Eldon  
Northamp=tonshire 

Original register 

  1829 30 August 
 

birth of Eleanor 
 

Original register 
  1829 6 September Byfield, NTH baptism of Eleanor WIlliam & Susannah, Tinker + Grinder, Helmdon, born 30 Augt Original register 
  1832 26 February Bubbenhall, WAR birth of Susanna WIlliam & Susanna, Tinker, Elmdon Original register 
  1834 21 November Middleton Cheney, NTH baptism of Henry WIlliam & Susan, Tinker, Traveller from the Parish of Helmdon Original register 
  1839 probably July vicinity of Preston Capes, 

NTH 
encamped and charged with 
stealing a sheep 

 
The Argus, 28 July 1839, 
405 

  1839 July Northampton, NTH at the Assizes William Boswell, aged 51, and Ambrose Boswell, aged 21, were indicted for killing a 
sheep, the property of Mr. Johnson, of Preston Capes. The two prisoners were gipsies, 
and were living in their tents, about two miles from the place where the sheep was 
killed. As soon as the shepherd found the skin, he carried it home to his master, who, 
directly sent off to Woodford for two bloodhounds. They were taken to the spot where 
the sheep was killed, and they immediately hit off the scent, the one carrying it on to the 
gipsies' camp, the other following the track of the shepherd to the residence of Mr. 
Johnson. This hound was brought back, and after running the scent to the camp, began 
to bay at a grinding machine, which, on being searched, was found to contain fresh 
mutton ; in the pot was a fore quarter, and in a vessel a leg in salt. The mutton was 
compared and fitted to parts of the skin. The jury, however, acquitted both prisoners. 

The Argus, 28 July 1839, 
405 

  1871 2 April Warwick, St. Mary, WAR [Susannah is a widow] Ambrose 
              BOSWELL    Head M    50    Tinman & Brazier  Melton, NTH 
Maria BOSWELL    Wife M    49    Tinman’s Wife  Feckenham, WOR 
Clara BOSWELL    Dau U    23    Tinmans Daur  Leigh Linton, WOR 
Emma BOSWELL     Do U      4          do       do           do           Do 
Susannah 
              BOSWELL    Moth W    70    Mother   Cold Ashby, NTH 
Ann BOOTH    Ldg M    43    Braziers Wife  Heyford, NTH 
John BOOTH    Son of Ldg 

U    10           “       Son  WAR 

RG10 3200 39v 

 
 
BOSWELL, Wymente 

 
  1789 17 January  birth  Original register 
  1789 25 January Little Hadham, HRT baptised daughter of William & Rebecca, travelling Persons, N, born 17th Inst: Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Thorney 

 
  1789 5 May Thorney, CAM baptised son of Lawrence & Peggy (gypsies) Original register transcript 

(VH) 
  1789 8 November Stanford-in-the-Vale, BRK buried an infant Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Gravellene 

 
  1789 26 November Stanford-in-the-Vale, BRK buried an infant Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSS, Caroline 
 

c1789   birth  Original register transcript 
  1839 3rd Quarter Lodden, etc., BRK death registered  GRO Index 
  1839 16 August Bedingham, NFK buried aged 50, A Gipsy who died in the parish of Bedingham Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1790 3 January Finmere, OXF baptised son of Talenty BOZEL (a Gypsey) Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Joanna 

 
  1790 24 October Godmanchester, HUN baptised daughter of Lawrence & Margaret Original register transcript 

(VH) 
  1815 31 March Knowle, WAR witness to marriage of sister 

Lucy 
Edward BUCKLAND x, of the Parish of Charlbury in the County of Oxfordshire, a 
Bachelor  = 
Lucy BOSWELL x, a Spinster 
[wit : Willm GLOVER / Johanna BOSWELL x] 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Farenette 

 
  1790 13 November Wroxton, OXF baptised daughter of Bartholemew & Colle [no further information] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Lucas 

 
  1790 21 November Leighton-Bromsword, 

HUN 
baptised son of William & Hannah Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Anford 

 
  1810 14 May Misterton, NTT married Anford BOSWELL = Ann HERRIN Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, George (‘King of the Gipsies’) 

 
c1790 

  
birth 

  

  1851 25 December Bishopsnympton, DEV died In the parish of Bishopsnympton, on Thursday last, in a gipsey tent, George Boswell, 
aged 62. Deceased was generally known as “King of the Gipsies,” and his body was 
splendidly conveyed through Southmolton on Monday last in a splendid coffin for 
interment at Swimbridge this day (Thursday). He is reputed to have died worth above 
£1,000. 

The North Devon Journal, 
1 January 1852, 5 

  1852 1 January Swimbridge, DEV buried 
 

The North Devon Journal, 
1 January 1852, 5 

 
 

BOSS, Mary 
 

c1790 
 

Farnham, SFK birth 
  

  1861 7 April Pontefract, YKS 
 

[Persons who have not slept in houses but in Tents] 
 
William 
         WILLSHAW    Head M    50    Tinner & Brazier  Long Billington, NTT 
Joseph 
         WILLSHAW    Son U    15    Darrengton, YKS 
Lidia WILLSHAW    Dau        13    Lincoln, LIN 
Walter NELSON    Son-in-l 

M    32    SCT 
Lotis NELSON    Dau M    32    Stowe, LIN 
Thomas NELSON    G’son          8    Wakefield, YKS 
George NELSON       do          7           do         do 
Harriet NELSON    G’dau          5    Carlton, YKS 
Mary NELSON       do          3    Pontefract, YKS 

RG9 3438 39v 



 

 

 
William BLEWITT    Head W    52    Tinner & Brazier  Hamford, LIN 
Sarah BLEWITT    Dau-in-l 

W    24    London, MDX 
Valuza BLEWITT    G’dau          5    York, YKS     
Enis BLEWITT           1    Hull    do 
 
John LEE     Head M    64    Woodbridge, SFK 
Charlotte LEE    Wife M    70             do          do 
Senna LEE    Dau U    27    Livington, NFK 
Mary BOSS    Widow        70    Farnham, SFK     
John PHILLIPS         29    Tinner & Brazier  Thorne, YKS 

 
 
BOSWELL, Mary 

 
c1790 

 
Purfleet, KNT birth 

  

  1851 30 March Poplar, All Saints, KNT [Blind] ...Mary BOSWELL     W    60    Hawker   [Purfleet, KNT] HO107 1556 30v 
 
 
BOSWELL, Sarah 

 
  1810 23 September Walsoken, NFK baptism of Aaron HERRING son of John HERRING & Sarah BOSWELL Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Thomas aka Sampson 
 

c1790  Lona..., BRK birth   
  1812 2 March Hampton in Arden, WAR married Thomas BOSWELL x, a Bachelor, of this Hamlet in the Parish of Hampton in Arden = 

Patience SHERRIFF x, a Spinster, same 
[wit : John Arnold KIMBELL / William EBERN]                                             Banns 

Original register 

  1813 10 January Edith Weston, RUT baptism of Major Thoms & Patience, Soldier, Chadale  Staffordshire Original register 
  1815 4 January Hartshorne, DBY baptism of Joseph Thomas & Patience, Tinker, Leek Original register 
c1816 

  
birth of Traynott Thomas & Patience Boswell/Trudgill, 3 

  1819 7 November Hougham, LIN baptism of Frank Thos & Damaris, Gypsey, Travelling Original register 
c1819 

  
birth of Maria Thomas & Patience Boswell/Trudgill, 3 

  1822 1 September 
 

birth of Sampson 
 

Original register transcript 
  1822 6 October Lowestoft, SFK baptism of Sampson Thomas BOSWELL & Temperance LOVATT, born 1 September Original register transcript 
  1825 23 January Bottesford, LIN baptism of Pianapicot Thomas & Betty [Hetty - Boswell/Trudgill, 3], Gypsies, Ashby FreeREG 
  1827 22 March Newark, NTT baptism of Lyzivia Thomas & Dambreitty Boswell/Trudgill, 3 
c1830  Wittlesea, LIN birth of Francis   
  1832 7 October Alfrick with Lulsley, WOR baptism of Unity Thomas & Damaretta, Gypsies Wall folder 
c1833 

 
not known, STS birth of Abraham 

  

  1835 29 November Wellington, SAL baptism of Jeremiah Thomas & Dambros BOSSWELL Original register transcript 
  1839 1st Quarter Madely, SAL birth of Gloriana registered  GRO Index 
c1840  not known, SAL birth of Spizeyna   
  1841 4 June  birth of Nathaniel   
  1841 6 June passim near Blaenavon, MON encamped On the 6th instant, the Rev. John Jones, minister of Blaenafon church, was asked to 

baptize a child two days old, belonging to a party of gipsies, who have of late pitched 
their tents on Blaenafon mountain. On Sunday Sen’night they came to church, the 
mother to return thanks, and the others to stand sponsors for the young gipsy. Their 
behaviour at church was very becoming ; and they made the responses loud, 
particularly the Lord’s prayer. They promised Mr. Jones that they would always come to 
church, when in the neighbourhood ; which promise they have hitherto kept, having 
been already three times to hear him. He visited them in their tents, for which they 
appeared very thankful. The young wanderer is called “Nathaniel, son of Thomas 
Boswell, tinman and grinder, and Temperance his wife, gipseys.” 

The Silurian, Cardiff, 
Merthyr, and Brecon 
Mercury, and South Wales 
General Advertiser, 26 
June 1841, 2 

  1841 13 June Blaenavon, MON baptism of Nathanael Thomas & Temperance, Gipsies, Tinker & Grinder, Blaenavon Mountain FreeREG 
c1844  not known, GLA birth of Elizas   
  1845 19 September Neath, GLA birth of Aaron Sampson & Rosella, formerly LOVELL, Tinman Birth certificate transcript 
  1845 3rd Quarter Neath, GLA birth of Aaron registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1845 28 September Neath, St. Thomas, GLA baptism of Aaron Sampson & Rosilla, Tinman, Cimle Original register 
  1848 2nd Quarter Pontypool, MON Damberetie registered the 

birth of granddaughter Issavia 
daughter of Sampson, born 2 April, Pontypool. Registered by grandmother Damberetie 
BOSWELL 

Boswell/Trugill, 3 

  1861 7 April Herwaen, Aberdare, GLA  Thomas BOSWELL    Head M    70    Grinder   Lona..., BRK 
Amberess 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    64         Do swife  WAR 
Francis BOSWELL    Son U    30    Basket Maker  LIN 
Unoithy BOSWELL    Dau U    24    Servant   WOR 
Jeremiah 
              BOSWELL    Son U    22    Basket Maker  SAL 
Spizeyna BOSWELL Dau U    20    Servant    Do 
Elizah BOSWELL    Dau U    16    Basket Maker  GLA 
Heraind BOSWELL    Son U    15             Do       Do 
Lewis LOVILL    Bdr U    21             Do     STS 
?Delranina LOVILL     Do   U    15    Servant     MON 
Essevix BOSWELL    G’dau U    13         Do       Do                                     / 
Charity LOCK    Bdr U      5    CAR 
Albert LOVEILL      “ U      7    FLT 

RG9 4069 20 
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  1871 2 April Swansea, GLA  Thomas BOSWELL    Head M    96    Pedler   BRK 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife  “     80    WAR 
Spesey BOSWELL    Dau U    28    Pedler   SAL 
?Mentegen 
              BOSWELL    Neph  “     20       do   GLA 
Ansag... BOSWELL    G’child  “       5    Receiving no education   do 
Legen BOSWELL        do  “     10 Months 
         do         “         “      “ 

RG10 5455 108 

  1871 13 September Neath, GLA died aged 90, The Latt, Basket Maker Death certificate 
  1871 3rd Quarter Neath, GLA death registered aged 90 GRO Index 

 
 
BOSWELL, Timothy 

 
  1791 ------ [between 

16 January & 2 
February] 

Steeple Barton, OXF baptised son of Timothy & Elizabeth, pauper Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Lucy 
 

  1791 24 April Thaxted, ESS baptised daughter of Lawrence & Galalion Original register transcript 
  1815 31 March Knowle, WAR married Edward BUCKLAND x, of the Parish of Charlbury in the County of Oxfordshire, a 

Bachelor  = 
Lucy BOSWELL x, a Spinster 
[wit : Willm GLOVER / Johanna BOSWELL x] 

Original register 

  1816 18 August Stratford on Avon, WAR baptism of Elder Riffee Edward & Lucy BUCKLIN, Gipsy, Shottery Original register 
  1819 6 June Pinvin, WOR baptism of Job Edward & Lucy BUCKLAND Original register transcript 
  1822 10 July Tredington, WOR baptism of Rosanna Edward & Lucy BUCKLAND, Tinker, Charlbury, Oxfordshire Original register transcript 
  1829 5 July Upton Warren, WOR baptism of Margaret Edward & Lucy BUCKLAND, Brazier & Tinman, A Gipsey Original register 
  1833 24 June Knowle, WAR burial of father aged 75, Gipsy Original register 
  1851 30 March Redditch, WOR  Thomas SMITH    Head M    40   Basket Maker  Pershore, WOR 

Alice SMITH    Wife Do  40    Broughton Market, WOR 
Charlotte SMITH    Dau        13    Belbroughton, WOR 
Noah SMITH    Son        11    Norton, WAR 
Agnes SMITH    Dau          9    Stourport, WOR 
Seth SMITH    Son          7    Elmbridge, WOR 
Margaret SMITH    Dau          3    ?Kimpacy, WOR 
 
[Gipsies in Tents, Brockbill Lane, Tent No 1] 
 
Edward ANCORN    Head M    25   Basket Maker  Notgrove, GLS 
Mary Ann ANCORN    Wife M    22    N K 
Merilla ANCORN    Dau          2    Hadson, WOR 
 
[Gipsies in Tents, Saltern Lane, Tent No 2] 
 
Jubal ANCORN    Head M    30   Door Mat Maker  Marlborough, WIL 
Mary ANCORN    Wife M    33    Shipston, WOR 
Alfred ANCORN    Son          9    Fieldton, OXF 
Albina ANCORN     do          4    Todmarton, OXF 
Sebana ANCORN    Dau          7    Littleton, SOM 
Isaiah ANCORN    Son          1    Bedham, WAR 
 
[Gipsies in Tents, Saltern Lane, Tent No 3] 
 
Edward 
            BUCKLAND    Head M    59   Tinman   Charlbury, OXF 
Lucy BUCKLAND    Wife M    58    Saxtage, SSX 
Job BUCKLAND    Son U     31    Puwin, WOR 
Margaret 
            BUCKLAND    Dau         22    Kings Norton, WOR 
 

HO107 2047 756v 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

[Gipsies in Tents, Saltern Lane, Tent No 4]                                                                                        / 
 
Emanuel 
            BUCKLAND    Head M    33   Tinman   Rodway, WAR 
Susan BUCKLAND    Wife M    33    Tysoe, WAR 
Sabina BUCKLAND    Dau          4        do 
Emanuel 
            BUCKLAND    Son          1    Tanworth, WAR 
 
[Gipsies in Tents, Saltern Lane, Tent No 5] 

                     757 

  1852 4th Quarter East Grinstead, SSX death registered 
 

GRO Index 
 
 
BOSWELL, Phoebe 

 
  1791 31 July Hartlebury, WOR baptised daughter of Henry & James [sic - transcription] Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSEWELL, Adolphus 

 
  1811 26 June 

 
birth of Mary Adolphina 

 
Original register transcript 

  1811 2 August Portsea, St. Mary, HAM baptism of Mary Adolphina Adolphus & Augusta, born 26 June Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
c1791   birth   
  1837  Cambridge, St. Botolph, 

CAM 
buried aged 46, Workhouse Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Trinity 

 
  1811 26 May Eagle, LIN baptism of Asella George & Franetta BOYLEN Original register transcript 
  1812 21 July Louth, LIN in gaol George BOWLING, Trinity, his wife, and Issaly, his daughter, were committed to the 

House of Correction in Louth for Vagrancy, then removed to Wisbech, in the County of 
Cambridgeshire. In the Settlement Examination he says he is the natural son of Sarah 
BOWLING, spinster, and that he was born at Wisbech 

Lincolnshire Archives, LQS 
A/1/386/106 ; summarised 
in Halton/Elliott, 59 

  1812 ?late-July Wisbech, CAM removed to place of 
settlement 

 
Lincolnshire Archives, LQS 
A/1/386/106 

  1815 27 January Worksop, NTT baptism of Stephen George & Trinity BOYLING, Tinker, Wisbech Original register transcript 
(VH) 

  1818 15 February Clarborough, NTT baptism of Elizabeth George & Trinity BOILING, Chair Maker, ?Bolham Original register transcript 
(VH) 

  1821 12 April Scawby, LIN baptism of Absalom George & Trinity BOYLING, Wandering Gypsies, Sturton in Scawby Original register transcript 
(VH) 

  1827 22 April Bowdon, CHS baptism of Newcome James & Tranith VENUS, Cutler, Dunham Original BT 

  1827 between 22 April 
& 5 August 

near Sheffield, YKS encountered Samuel Roberts In taking my accustomed ride into the country, I met with a tribe, or rather family, of 
Gypsies, consisting, as I then supposed, of the father, mother, and five children; it, 
however, proved, that the older of the children, a girl apparently about thirteen, was an 
orphan, and sister to the man, though probably nearly twenty years younger than he. I 
saw them several times and at length asked the man if he would have any objections to 
leaving his sister with my family, at any rate till he called again, which I understood to be 
in about eight days...The man said his name was James Vanis. His sister’s Clara Vanis. 
I have since heard that it was Hearn and not Vanis. 

Samuel Roberts, exact 
source unknown; quoted 
by Major & Murden (2014) 

  1827 5 August Mablethorpe, LIN burial of Newcombe aged about 9 months, son of James & Trinity VENUS, Gipsies Original register transcript 
  1828 16 November Upton cum Kexby, LIN baptism of Aswerly James & Trinity VENUS, Tinker, Travellers FreeREG 
  1844 20 February Attercliffe, Sheffield, YKS died aged 54, wife of James VENUS, Brazier. Died of typhus fever. Informant : Hesilla 

VENUS, present at death 
Death certificate transcript; 
given by Major & Murden 
(2014) 

  1844 1st Quarter Sheffield, YKS death registered 
 

GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Lizzy 
 

  1792 15 April Foston, LIN baptised daughter of Ambrose BOZWELL, [no further information] FreeREG 
  1792 15 April Long Bennington, LIN baptised daughter of Ambrose BOSWELL Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Kezia 
 

  1792 8 May Elmdon, ESS baptised daughter of William & Rebecca Original register transcript 
  1801 1 November Fulbourne, CAM burial of father aged 49, A travelling chair bottomer from Elmdon, Essex FreeREG 

 
 
BOSEWELL, Amiah 

 
  1792 11 November Ardley, HRT baptised daughter of Olisha & Sarah BOSEWELL (paid 3d) Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Jeptha 

 
  1812 -- Wednesbury, St. 

Bartholomew, STS 
baptism of Charles Jeptha & Sarah FreeREG 

 
 

BOSWELL, Lewis ('King of the Gipsies') 
 

c1792   birth son of Daniel [& Sarah] ET 
c1815 

  
birth of Frampton BOSS 

  

  1817 23 February Shrawley, WOR baptism of Gravel Hannah Lewis & Delita BOSS, Strolling Vagrants, In Lanes and Under Hedges in Shrawley Original register transcript 
  1828 23 April Raithby-cum-Maltby, LIN baptism of Asuba Louis & Delita BOSS Original register transcript 
  1834 - 
  1835 

October - 
January 

in a lane leading from 
Basford to Arnold, 
Lenton, NTT 

encamped  The Nottingham Review 
and General Advertiser for 
the Midland Counties, 30 
January 1835, 3 

  1835 January in a lane leading from 
Basford to Arnold, 
Lenton, NTT 

died   A KING OF THE GIPSIES. - Died, after an illness of fourteen weeks, near the Tinker 
house, in a lane leading from Basford to Arnold, in the parish of Lenton, on Friday, 
Lewis Boswell, aged 42 years. He was the leader or king of a tribe of gipsies, who have 
encamped in the lane for the last fourteen weeks, and rented some land adjoining, for 
their horses. On Sunday, such was the excitement of the adjoining towns, that the roads 
leading from Nottingham, Arnold, Bulwell, and Radford, to Basford, were thronged with 
visitors, all desirous of witnessing ‘his majesty’ lying in state ; in the afternoon the 
concourse of spectators had increased to several thousands. It was expected that he 
would have been interred at Basford, on Sunday, but ‘his faithful subjects’ decided that 
he should be interred at Eastwood, where he was taken on Monday. 

The Nottingham Review 
and General Advertiser for 
the Midland Counties, 30 
January 1835, 3 

  1835 26 January Eastwood, NTT buried aged 42 ET 
  1835 28 December Eastwood, NTT burial of Frampton aged 20 NBI 

 
 
BOSWELL, Lewis 

 
  1793 5 January Hintlesham, SFK baptised son of Shadrack & Senderella [née BUCKLEY] Original register transcript 
c1810 

  
birth of Charles 

  

c1812 
 

not known, SFK birth of Cinderella 
  

  1813 26 January Wenhaston, SFK baptism of Thomas Lewis & Polypha, ‘the tinker of Hintlesham’ Original register transcript 
  1815 28 January Chelmsford & Hamlet of 

Moulsham, ESS 
burial of mother aged 63, Moulsham Original register 

  1815 7 February Wenhaston, SFK baptism of James Lewis & Polypha, ‘the tinker of Hintlesham’ Original register transcript 

  1821 21 December Great Livermere, SFK charged with robbery ..on 21st December 1821 about the hour of twelve in the night of the same day the 
dwelling house of John Jacob...feloniously and burglarously did break and enter with 

The Norfolk Chronicle, 13 
April 1822, 2 



 

 

intent the goods to carry away...with force of arms... 
  1822 6 March Bury St. Edmunds, SFK in magistrates court 

 
National Archives, 
HO13/38/241-245 

  1822 6 - 28 March Bury St. Edmunds, SFK in gaol 
  

  182 28 March Bury St. Edmunds, SFK Ferdinand at the Assizes    In the Custody of Mr. Orridge, at Bury. 
…Lewis Boswell, and Ferdinand Smith, (gipseys) for a burglary in the house of Mr. 
Jacobs, of Great Livermere…were capitally convicted and received sentence of death 
but were all reprieved. - [When the verdict of “Guilty” was returned against the gipseys, 
Boswell struck one of the witnesses a most violent blow, crying out “that’s the man that 
has murdered us.” A great uproar took place, both the prisoners continually screaming 
out “they were wilfully murdered,” and damning Judge, Jury, Counsel, Attorney, and 
witnesses. When they were sentenced they were brought up double-ironed.”] 
 
[Lent Assizes for Bury St Edmunds 1822] 
 
Lewis BOSWELL  Burglary  Death 
Ferdnand SMITH       Do   Death 

The Ipswich Journal, 6 
April 1822, 2 
 
 
 
+ 
 
 
 
England & Wales, Crminal 
Registers, 1791 - 1892 

  1822 late April Bury St. Edmunds, SFK in gaol The following sentences have been received respecting the capital convicts in our gaol 
reprieved at the last Assizes, namely, Ferdinand Smith and L. Boswell, for the burglary 
at Livermere, to be transported for life… 

The Bury and Norwich 
Post, 1 May 1822, 2 

  1822 4 August Alverstoke, HAM baptism of Amelia Lewis & Pelify Original register transcript 
  1823 6 March NSW, AUS arrived in New South Wales Ship : Surrey 

 

  1833 29 July St. Pancras, Old Church, 
MDX 

marriage of Cinderella Uriah SMITH x, of this Parish, Bachelor = 
Cinderella BOSWELL x, of this Parish, Spinster 
[wit : Charles JONES / D SMITH x]                                                               Banns 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Deceitus 

 
  1793 20 January Whichford, WAR baptised 

 
Buckland/Trudgill, 4 

  1793 12 September Brinkworth, WIL buried son of Bartholomu & Collins Original register 
 

 
BOSWELL, Samuel 

 
  1793 27 January Sonning, BRK baptised son of John [= Lawrence] & Carnation [as Samson] Original register transcript 

(ET) 
  1821 16 September Boningale, SAL baptism of Brittainy Samuel & Theana, Traveller, Kingswood Common Original register 
c1825  not known, HUN birth of Delina   
  1828 6 July Bleddfa, RAD baptism of Seth Samuel & Frances Original register transcript 
  1832 16 March Thorpe Langton, LEI birth of Benjamin  Original register 
  1832 25 March Welham, LEI baptism of Benjamin Samuel & Mary, Gipsey, Welham, Born in Thorpe Langton Lordship March 16 1832 Original register 
  1834 22 June Leek Wootton, WAR baptism of Phoebe Samuel & Diana, Gypsies, no fixed abode. Child born in Rou…ell Lane. The man says 

he belongs to Eaton Bray, Bedfordsh. 
Original register 

  1836 21 August Shirley, DBY baptism of Matilda Samuel & Diana, Tinker, Shirley Original register 
c1838  Derby, DBY birth of Leonard  Boswell/Dawson 
  1851 30 March Claverley, SAL [Senell = ?Leonard] Saml  BOSWELL    Head M    65    Gipsey   Bedford 

Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    55          "      Wife  Warwick 
Buittanu BOSWELL    Dau U    30          "   Stafford 
Seth BOSWELL    Son U    22          "   WLS 
Delina BOSWELL    Dau U    25          "   Hundington 
Benj BOSWELL    Son U    18          "    LEI 
Pheby BOSWELL    Dau U    14          "   Warwick 
Matilda BOSWELL    Dau        13          "   DBY 
?Senell BOSWELL    Dau        12    see Summary  DBY 
 
[Sylehouse Green] 

HO107 1986 487v 

  1856 7 May Bilston, STS marriage of Benjamin Benjamin BOSWELL, 23, son of Samuel = Eliza BOSWELL, 22, daughter of Thomas 
 
Bilston has not, perhaps, presented so excited a scene since the last colliers' riots as 
was witnessed on Wednesday last, on the occasion of a gipsy marriage. Readers of the 
works of George Burrows [sic], especially "The Gipsies in Spain," will remember that 
one of the peculiarities of this class is to lavish enormous expense at their marriages - 
an illustration of which was presented on Wednesday. The happy pair were Mr. Boswell, 
who led to the hymenal altar his cousin, Elvina Boswell. These gipsies are encamped 
near Moseley Hole, fully a mile from Bilston, and the men get a good deal of money as 
musicians, by playing at dances, inns, &c. The bride on the occasion wore a very 
handsome white Leghorn hat, trimmed with broad white ribbon, and adorned with a fine 
plume of feathers ; her dress was brocaded glacé satin. There were three bridesmaids, 
dressed in white, wearing similar hats to the bride ; and the exquisite taste with which 
the ladies were arrayed was the theme of general admiration. The procession walked 
from the gipsies' encampment to St. Leonard's Church, and attracted great attention, 
the crowd of attendant gazers continually increasing as it approached Bilston, so that, 
on reaching the town, the bridal party walked between two lines of people, who pressed 
so much upon them that it was necessary for the police to exert themselves to maintain 
order. The church was crowded with spectators. The ceremony was performed by the 
vicar, the Rev. H. S. Fletcher, assisted by the Rev. R. J. Heafield, of St. Luke's ; and at 
its close, the bells rang out a merry peal. The bridegroom invited the respectable 
persons present to visit the gipsies at their encampment, where a feast was provided. 
Several ladies and gentlemen accepted the invitation, and found a provision of a most 
ample character : beef and ham was provided in abundance, and ale and wine - and the 
visitors drank to the happiness of the newly-married couple from silver tankards, which 
were not the only articles of plate at the gipsies' tent. It may be mentioned, that so great 
was the throng after the marriage, that the party was compelled to take refuge in an 
adjoining inn until the streets were less full. The bride was presented with a handsome 
bible by the Rev. H. S. Fletcher. 

Original register transcript 
 
+ 
 
The Derby Mercury, 14 
May 1856, 8 

  1858 October Wolverley, SAL burial of Delilah [following a fall from a horse] Boswell/Dawson 
  1858 4th Quarter Kidderminster, WOR death of Delilah registered  GRO Index 
  1861 7 April Sutton Coldfield, STS 

 
Samuel BOSWELL    Hea M    65    Brazier & tin man  BRK 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    60    Braziers wife  WAR 
Susan BOSWELL    Sis W    80    Braziers sister  HRT 
 
[Nr. Hill Wood Lane  Nr. Manorial   Gipsies] 
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  1862 10 December Lapley, STS marriage of Matilda Edward ROBERTS, full age, Bachelor, Farmer, Wheaton Aston, son of John, Publican = 
Matilda BOSWELL x, full age, Spinster, Wheaton Aston, daughter of Samuel, Cutler + 
Brazier 
[wit : John ROBERTS / George SMITH]                                                      Licence 

Original register 

  1870 17 September Aldridge, STS marriage of Phoebe O'Connor BOSWELL, son of Thomas = Phoebe BOSWELL Original register transcript 
  1870 3rd Quarter Walsall, STS marriage of Phoebe registered O'connor BOSWELL = Phoebe BOSWELL GRO Index 
  1871 2 April Aldridge, STS  Samuel BOSWELL    Head M    77    Tinker   Birmingham, WAR 

Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    70             Do          Do 
Britannier 
              BOSWELL    Dau U    40             Do          Do 

RG10 2966 4 

c1871 - 
c1874 

 Aldridge, STS attended church regularly ...on 30th August the Rev. J. Finch Smith, of Aldridge Rectory, near Walsall, writes :- 
“During the thirty years that I have been rector of this parish, members of the Boswell 
family have been almost constantly resident here. I buried the head of the family in 
1874, who died at the age of 87. He was a regular attendant at the parish church, and 
failed not to bow his head reverently when he entered within the house of God. I never 
saw or heard any harm of the man. He was a quiet and inoffensive man, and worked 
industriously as a tinman within a short time of his death. 

Francis Hindes Groome, In 
Gipsy Tents (Edinburgh: 
William P. Nimmo & Co., 
1880), 257 

  1872 17 October Tamworth, St. Editha, 
STS 

marriage of Seth Seth BOSWELL x, 28, Bachelor, Tin worker, Tamworth, son of Samuel, Tinworker = 
Esther BOSWELL, 22, Spinster, ----, Tamworth, daughter of Sampson Lee BOSWELL, 
Tinworker 
[wit : Arthur NAYLOR / Elizabeth JACKSON]                                              Licence 

Original register 

  1872 4th Quarter Tamworth, STS marriage of Seth registered Seth BOSWELL = Esther BOSWELL GRO Index 
  1874 1st Quarter Walsall, STS death registered aged 87 GRO Index 
  1874 11 March Aldridge, STS buried aged 89, Aldridge Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Louis 

 
c1793   birth   
  1835 late January Basford, NTT died Died, last week, at the Royal encampment, Betswood-lane, in the parish of Basford, 

near Nottingham, Louis Boswell, King of the Gipsies, aged 42. It was determined to inter 
the Royal remains in the usual burying place, "No-man's Heath," in Northamptonshire. 
On Sunday night, at eleven o'clock, a procession was formed which set out with the 
corpse for " No-man's Heath, " attended by the Royal Princess, and a considerable 
train, but circumstances afterwards occurred that induced the procession to stay at 
Eastwood, when the funeral took place on Monday, in the presence of a vast concourse 
of spectators. The deceased succeeded to the Regal dignity, on the death of his father, 
which took place a few years ago in Lincolnshire ; and he has left his only daughter, a 
fine looking personage, a quartern measure filled with gold for her fortune. - Nottingham 
Journal 

The Courier, 5 February 
1835, 4 

  1835 26 January Eastwood, NTT buried aged 42 [as Lewis BOSWILL] NBI 
 
 
BOSWELL, Newcombe 

 



 

 

  1813 3 November 
 

birth of Charlotte 
 

Original register 
  1813 7 November Swineshead, LIN baptism of Charlotte Newcomb & Mary, Gypsy, Wigtoft, born November 3rd 1813 Original register 
  1816 3 November Ilketshall St. Margaret, 

SFK 
baptism of Lizzy Newcombe & Sarah, Gypsy, Ilketshall St. Margaret Original register transcript 

  1819 ?early-January Little Chester, DBY caught and arrested George Young and Newcombe Boss, (gipsies,) who were apprehended at Little 
Chester, near this place, a few weeks since by Mr. Henry Bayley, Overseer of St. 
Alkmund’s parish, having two horses in their possession which they had stolen in the 
neighbourhood of Peterborough, were capitally convicted of horse-stealing at 
Peterborough Sessions held last week, and received sentence of death, but were 
afterwards reprieved. 

The Derby Mercury, 21 
January 1819, 3 

  1819 ?early-mid 
January 

 
in gaol 

 
The Derby Mercury, 21 
January 1819, 3 

  1819 mid-January Peterborough, NTH at the Sessions At Peterborough sessions, Newcomb Boss and George Young, two gipsies, after a trial 
which lasted five hours, were found guilty of stealing a gelding, the property of Mr. Wm. 
Speechley, of Peterboro’. The prosecution was conducted by Mr. Thos. Atkinson, and 
the prisoners were defended by Mr. Platel. The chairman (the Rev. S. E. Hopkinson) in 
an impressive manner passed sentence of death upon the prisoners ; at the conclusion 
of which the wretched men fell on their knees, imploring mercy, and were removed from 
the court an awful example of the humiliation of guilt and the strength of the law. 

The Hull Packet and 
Original Weekly 
Commercial, Literary and 
General Advertiser, 26 
January 1819, 3 

 
 

BOSS, Sarah 
 

c1793  Little Brickhill, BKM birth   
c1830  Louth, LIN birth of Zuba   
  1841 18 May - 

18 June 
Spilsby, LIN in gaol Sarah BOSS  Gipsey  ?Weoman  50  Read or write : n  Committed 18 May  1 Cal Month 

                       Offence : RLO [sic]  Discharged June 18th  Conduct orderly 
Mary BOSS   Gipsey  ?Weoman  30  Read or write : n  Committed 18 May  1 Cal Month 
                       Offence : RLO [sic]  Discharged June 18th  Conduct orderly 

PCOM2/400, Spilsby Gaol 
Discharge Register 

  1841 6 June House of Correction, 
Spilsby, LIN 

 ...Sarah BOSS         50    Prisn Marrd Wm  no  
Mary BOSS         30    Prisn Marrd Wm  no 
Mathew GOODERSON        25    Prisn Cord Wainer  yes 
Ebeneezer BOSS         Infant    yes     ... 
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  1851 30 March East Keswick, YKS  John BOSWELL    Head M    25    Travelling Grinder  Stafford 
Zuba BOSWELL    Wife M    21    Louth, LIN 
Zuba BOSWELL    Dau          2    Stafford 
Mary BOSWELL    Dau          2 m    East Keswick, YKS 
Sarah BOSSWELL    Moth-in-l 
   W   57    Hawker   Little Breckel, BKM 

HO107 2352 358 

 
 
BOSWELL, Esther Ann 

 
  1794 11 February 

 
birth 

 
Original register 

  1794 23 February Little Hadham, HRT baptised daughter of George & Ann, Travellers, N, born 11th Inst. Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, Carter 

 
  1794 23 October Wolverton, St. George, 

BKM 
baptised son of Lawrence & Carnation Original register 

  1794 27 October Wolverton, St. George, 
BKM 

burial of Carnation & Carter Carnation, wife of Lawrence BOSWELL, & son Carter Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Aaron 
 

  1794 26 October Wolverton, St. George, 
BKM 

baptised son of Lawrence & Peggy [as Henry & Margaret] Original register 

  1818 3 June Upton on Severn, WOR married Aaron BOSWELL x, of Wolverton Parish, Brazier in the County of Buckingham = 
Matilda BOSWELL x, of Hillmington Parish, Spinster in the County of Somerset 

Original register 

  1821 9 December Castle Donnington, LEI baptism of Caroline Elvina Aaron & Matilda, Gypsies, No place of Abode, Brazier Original register 
c1822  Melbourne, DBY birth of Joseph   
  1823 30 March Binton, WAR baptism of Theophilus Avon & Matilda, Gipsies Original register 
  1825 24 April Horbling, LIN baptism of Moses Aaron & Matilda, Travellers, Horbling Original register 
  1828 30 March Oswestry, SAL baptism of Laurina Perrin & Matilda Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1830 7 May Beoley, WOR baptism of Amariah Aaron & Matilda, Tinman, Wolverton, Bucks Original register 
  1832 1 January Churston Ferrers, DEV baptism of Uriah Matilda & Erin, Cutler, Gelmpton Original register 
  1834 2 March Beoley, WOR baptism of Edward Aaron & Matilda, Tinman, Wolverton, Bucks Original register 
  1838 5 August Isley Walton, LEI baptism of Rachel Aaron & Matilda, Knife Grinder, Wandering with his camp Original register 
  1839 20 April Long Whatton, LEI baptism of George Nathl & Rhoda, Gypsy Fidler, Long Whatton Original register 
  1840 13 December Llandaff, GLA baptism of Selina Aaron & Matilda, Brazier & Grinder, Densisly Lane Original register 
  1841 6 June House of Correction, Usk, 

MON 
[Aaron not found, but possibly 
nearby] 

...Delia BOSWELL         30    Hawker   N 
Matilda BOSWELL         40    Hawker   N 
Salina BOSWELL           6 months   N     ... 
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  1841 6 - 28 June Usk, MON Matilda and Selina in gaol  England & Wales, Criminal 
Registers, 1791 - 1892 

  1841 28 June Monmouth, MON Matilda at the Sessions Delia BOSWELL 
Degree of Instruction : Imp 
Age : 33 
Do [=Larceny from the Person] 
Do [=No Bill] 
 
Matilda BOSWELL 
Degree of Instruction : Imp 
Age : 42 
Do [=Larceny from the Person] 
Do [=No Bill] 

England & Wales, Criminal 
Registers, 1791 - 1892 

  1844 1 January Elvaston, DBY baptism of Corolinia Aaron & Matilda, Grinder, Born in Melbourne Original register 
  1844 2nd Quarter Shardlow, DBY birth of Hezekiah registered [mother’s maiden name - BOSWELL] GRO Index 
  1844 19 May Elvaston, DBY baptism of Hezekiah Aaron & Matilda, Grinder, Born in Elvaston Original register 
  1846 21 July Bideford, DEV possibly playing for dancing at 

the fair 
 The Exeter and Plymouth 

Gazette, 25 July 1846, 3 
  1846 22 July Bideford, DEV Matilda in magistrates court On Wednesday...Matilda Boswell was fined for being drunk in Bideford fair. - On 

Tuesday, being Market day and fine weather, many holiday folks came into the town, 
but were disappointed at not finding any shows. But the ure to the ruin of many a young 
man and maiden [sic], the public house dancing-room was open, and many were 
caught by the snare. 

The Exeter and Plymouth 
Gazette, 25 July 1846, 3 

c1848  Halvestock, BKM birth of John   
  1851 30 March Atherstone, WAR  Joseph PAYNE    Head M    35    Lodging House Keeper & Atherstone, WAR 

                                                                Shoemaker Journeyman 
Aaron BOSWELL    Ldg M    58    Tramp Scissor Grinder Halvestock, BKM 
Matilda BOSWELL    Wife M    50            do                               / 
Maria BOSWELL    Dau U    19    Halvestock, BKM 
Edward BOSWELL    Son U    17    Tramp Travelg Musician          do 
Hezekiah  
              BOSWELL    Son         7            do 
John BOSWELL    Son         2            do 
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  1852 23 January Lilford, Abbotsham, DEV death of Matilda HABIT STRONGER THAN LIFE. - As proof the strength of earthly usages, the following 
is worthy of notice : - Some time since a female named Matilda Boswell, (daughter of 
the late king of the gipsies) called upon Mr. W. H. Acland, of this town, for medical 
advice; who, on perceiving that she was extremely ill, persuaded her to take some 
rooms in or near the town, instead of living in the tent, which was then fixed at Lilford, in 
the parish of Abbotsham, when he generously promised to do any thing he could for her 
relief, free of charge. Her reply was at once prompt and characteristic of this wandering 
race of Egyptian Ishmaelites: “Do you think, said she, I could leave the tent, were my 
fathers and mothers were born and died? [sic] No, my good gentleman, God bless you 
for your kind offer, nevertheless I cannot live in your dangerous houses: I was born in 
the tent, and in the tent I am determined to die.” And there, indeed, on Friday last, aged 
51 years, this romantic creature breathed her last, amidst the bitterest lamentations of 
the whole camp. To the honour of the gentry in the neighbourhood, be it recorded, 
every attention was shown to the dying wanderer, and spiritual consolation 
administered, for which they received the grateful thanks and tears of the whole party. 
Notwithstanding the very severe gales with which we have been visited during the past 
week in such a manner was her tent constructed, that she rested on her dying pillow as 
warm, soft, and safe as the minion of luxury on a downy pillow; and thus died Matilda 
Boswell, in that same tent in which she 
    “Had cherily passed her Summer days [sic] 
     In sunny nooks and sultry ways;” 
a remarkable example of the force of that second nature - habit. 

The North Devon Journal, 
29 January1852, 5 

  1852 27 January Swimbridge, DEV burial of Matilda aged 55, a Gipsey, Northam Original register 
  1861 7 April Belton, LEI  Aaron BOSWELL    Head W    69    Scissor Grinder & Cutler "n.k." 

De-la-Rosa 
           BOSWELL    Sis U     50    Selling Clothes Pegs, &c Waldon, NTH 
Uriah BOSWELL    Son U     28    Scissor Grinder & Cutler N K, DEV 
Carolina BOSWELL    Dau U     25    Melbourne, DBY 
Selina BOSWELL    Dau U     19    Cardiff, MON 
Hezekiah BOSWELL Son         17    Cutler, &c   Chellaston, DBY 
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George BOSWELL    Son         22       do    &c   Whatton, LEI 
Fronica BOSWELL    G'dau Illeg.      4    Swannington, LEI 
 
[Forest Lane, Gipsy's Tent] 

  1865 11 November Derby, All Saints, DBY marriage of Theophilus Theophilus BOSWELL, 39, Bachelor, Cutler, Brook St, son of Aaron, Cutler = 
Elizabeth FREEMAN, 40, Spinster, Brook St, daughter of Thomas, Manager 
[wit : William ?PALKEY / Selina BOSWELL x] 

Original register 

  1866 30 May Long Whatton, LEI died At Long Whatton, on the 30th ult, Mr. Aaron Boswell, aged 74. 
 
 
 
On the 30th ult. at a camp in Long Whatton Field, age 74, Aaron Boswell, one of the 
gipsy fraternity. 

The Leicester Chronicle 
and Leicestershire 
Mercury, 9 June 1866, 8 
+ 
The Leicester Journal, 8 
June 1866, 8 

  1866 2nd Quarter Loughborough, LEI death registered aged 74 GRO Index 
  1866 3 June Long Whatton, LEI buried aged 74 

 
Considerable excitement was created in Long Whatton, on Sunday last, by the funeral 
of an old gipsy organ-grinder, whose gaunt, tall figure, and peculiar intonation, will be 
well remembered in this neighbourhood. He was over seventy years of age, and had 
never slept in a house for more than fifty years. As soon as he found that he could not 
live much longer, he removed to the neighbourhood of Whatton, where he has a relative 
buried, and he was kindly allowed to encamp in a field near Piper-House, as he said he 
should be smothered in-doors. He died in the faith of a Christian, and is reported to 
have left four sons £500 a-piece. 

Original register 
+ 
The Leicester Chronicle 
and Leicestershire 
Mercury, 9 June 1866, 3 

  1870 10 August Derby, All Saints, DBY marriage of Joseph Joseph BOSWELL x, 48, Bachelor, Cuttler, All Saints, son of Aaron, Cuttler 
[posthumous attribution] = 
Phillis BOSWELL x, 53, Spinster, All Saints, daughter of Edward, Hawker 
[wit : Theophilus BOSWELL / Elizabeth BOSWELL] 

Original register 

  1884 3 September Ibstock, LEI marriage of Joseph Joseph BOSWELL x, 61 Widower, Cutler, Ibstock, son of Aaron, Horse Dealer = 
Ann WRIGHT, 53, Widow, ----, Ibstock, daughter of Thomas LOWE, Baker 
[wit : William Albert WRIGHT / Eliza ELGER] 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Ambrose aka William alias BOSS 

 
  1814 3 October Solihull, WAR married Ambrose BOSWELL x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Penny BOSWELL x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Thomas BOSWELL x / John CLARKE]                                                Banns 

Original register 

  1815 30 April Cringleford, NFK baptism of Matilda & Thomas Ambrose & Penelope, Brazier, Cringleford Original BT 
  1818 1 February Measham, DBY baptism of George Ambrose & Penny BOSS Original register transcript 
  1818 31 May Sutton on the Forest, 

YKS 
baptism of Amy Ambrose & Penelope Original register transcript 

  1821 21 January Terrington St. John, NFK birth & baptism of 
Bosephannah 

Ambrose & Penny, one of the people called Gypsies Original register transcript 

  1825 11 February Laughton by 
Gainsborough, LIN 

burial of Matilda aged 11, daughter of Ambrose & Pennelley, Laughton Original register 

  1828 11 May Hibaldstow, LIN baptism of Morgianna William & Penella, Cutler, Hibaldstow FreeREG 
  1831 20 & 27 

February & 6 
March 

Stoneleigh, WAR banns read for Thomas Thomas BUSWELL of the Parish of Barford in this County and Jane BASELEY of this 
Parish 

Original register 

  1831 21 March Stoneleigh, WAR marriage of Thomas Thomas BUSWELL, of the Parish of Barford in this County, Bachelor = 
Jane BASELEY x, of this Parish, Widow [= Joanne BOSS, daughter of Anselo - 
Boswell/Dawson, 67] 
[wit : Davis LAMB  James BUSWELL]                                                          Banns 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Cleasenty 

 
c1794 

  
birth 

  

  1842 21 April Walsall, St. Matthew, STS buried aged 48, Workhouse FreeREG 
 
 
BOSWELL, Delatby 

 
c1794 

  
birth 

  

  1844 12 October Denston, SFK buried aged 50 Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Mansfield alias BOSS 

 
  1814 June Worcester, WOR at the Assizes Charged with Larceny from the Person 

Verdict : Not Guilty 
Criminal Registers 1791 - 
1892 

  1818 December Measham, DBY baptism of Siara 
 

Boswell/Dawson, 67 
  1821 29 October Brackenfield & Morton, 

DBY 
baptism of Louisa Mansfield & Rebecca BOSS, Brazier, Morton Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Penny 

 
  1814 3 October Solihull, WAR married Ambrose BOSWELL x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Penny BOSWELL x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Thomas BOSWELL x / John CLARKE]                                                 Banns 

Original register 

  1815 30 April Cringleford, NFK baptism of Matilda & Thomas Ambrose & Penelope, Brazier, Cringleford Original BT 
  1818 1 February Measham, DBY baptism of George Ambrose & Penny BOSS Original register transcript 
  1818 31 May Sutton on the Forest, 

YKS 
baptism of Amy Ambrose & Penelope Original register transcript 

  1821 21 January Terrington St. John, NFK birth & baptism of 
Bosephannah 

Ambrose & Penny, one of the people called Gypsies Original register transcript 

  1825 11 February Laughton by 
Gainsborough, LIN 

burial of Matilda aged 11, daughter of Ambrose & Pennelley, Laughton Original register 

  1828 11 May Hibaldstow, LIN baptism of Morgianna William & Penella, Cutler, Hibaldstow FreeREG 
  1831 20 & 27 

February & 6 
March 

Stoneleigh, WAR banns read for Thomas Thomas BUSWELL of the Parish of Barford in this County and Jane BASELEY of this 
Parish 

Original register 

  1831 21 March Stoneleigh, WAR marriage of Thomas Thomas BUSWELL, of the Parish of Barford in this County, Bachelor = 
Jane BASELEY x, of this Parish, Widow [= Joanne BOSS, daughter of Anselo - 
Boswell/Dawson, 67] 
[wit : Davis LAMB / James BUSWELL]                                                          Banns 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Macey 

 
c1794   birth [daughter of Bartholomew & Mary BUCKLAND - ET]  
  1796 October Kesteven, LIN charged with vagrancy and 

begging 
children : Fallerissa, aged 12, Trophane, 11, and Purify, 10 - mother Colly 
                Lewis, 9, Farnetta, 6, and Macey, 2 - mother Mary Buckland 

ET 

  1814 27 March Weston super Mare, St. 
John’s, DOR 

baptism of Cinderella Macey, Traveller Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Violette 

 
  1795 10 June Woodbridge, SFK baptised Thomas BOSWELL & Jane HOFF [= (‘Hairy Tom’) - Boswell/Dawson, 62] Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mary 
 

c1795 
 

York, YKS birth 
  

  1881 3 April Derby, DBY [The elder Mary = ‘Deaf’] Mary BOSWELL    Head W    26    Basket Maker  Burton 
Sarah BOSWELL    Dau U       7    Scholar   Derby 
Jane BOSWELL     do  “       5         do      do 
Mary BOSWELL    Moth W    85    House Keeper  York 
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BOSWELL, Closentine 

 
  1796 31 October Great Easton, LEI baptised daughter of Israel & Shillingworth, A Traveller Original register 

  
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
  1796 7 November West Bromwich, All 

Saints, STS 
baptised son of Zaccheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

  1801 11 August 
 

died 
 

Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Beguny 



 

 

 
  1816 24 March Stapleford, HRT baptism of Shadrach Beguny, Father unknown, Traveller, Elmington Original register 
  1816 23 May Elmdon, ESS burial of Shadrach aged 6 weeks, Elmdon Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Edward 

 
  1816 15 December Winterbourne Zelstone, 

DOR 
baptism of John Edward & Fancy, ----, Parish not known. Sojourners. by me the Minister Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Lucy 

 
  1816 27 May Bolsover, DBY baptism of Eliza Lucy, Gipsy, [no place of abode given] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Lazarus 

 
  1797 2 July Ruddington, NTT baptised son of Daniel & Sarah, a gipsey Boswell/Dawson, 49 
  1797 4 September Gamston, NTT buried son of Daniel & Sarah, Gamston Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Mary Ann 

 
  1797 25 December West Bromwich, All 

Saints, STS 
baptised daughter of Zaccheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Isaac 

 
  1817 4 May Belton in Axholme, LIN baptism of Emily Isaac & Mary, An Itinerant Tinker [place of abode = blank] Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Margaret 

 
  1817 27 March Weston-Super-Mare, 

SOM 
baptism of Cinderella Margaret, Traveller Original BT transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Matilda 
 

c1797  Halvestock, BKM birth   
  1818 3 June Upton on Severn, WOR married Aaron BOSWELL x, of Wolverton Parish, Brazier in the County of Buckingham = 

Matilda BOSWELL x, of Hillmington Parish, Spinster in the County of Somerset 
Original register 

  1821 9 December Castle Donnington, LEI baptism of Caroline Elvina Aaron & Matilda, Gypsies, No place of Abode, Brazier Original register 
c1822  Melbourne, DBY birth of Joseph   
  1823 30 March Binton, WAR baptism of Theophilus Avon & Matilda, Gipsies Original register 
  1825 24 April Horbling, LIN baptism of Moses Aaron & Matilda, Travellers, Horbling Original register 
  1828 30 March Oswestry, SAL baptism of Laurina Perrin & Matilda Boswell/Dawson, 53 
  1830 7 May Beoley, WOR baptism of Amariah Aaron & Matilda, Tinman, Wolverton, Bucks Original register 
  1832 1 January Churston Ferrers, DEV baptism of Uriah Matilda & Erin, Cutler, Gelmpton Original register 
  1834 2 March Beoley, WOR baptism of Edward Aaron & Matilda, Tinman, Wolverton, Bucks Original register 
  1838 5 August Isley Walton, LEI baptism of Rachel Aaron & Matilda, Knife Grinder, Wandering with his camp Original register 
  1839 20 April Long Whatton, LEI baptism of George Nathl & Rhoda, Gypsy Fidler, Long Whatton Original register 
  1840 13 December Llandaff, GLA baptism of Selina Aaron & Matilda, Brazier & Grinder, Densisly Lane Original register 
  1841 6 June House of Correction, Usk, 

MON 
[Aaron not found, but possibly 
nearby] 

...Delia BOSWELL         30    Hawker   N 
Matilda BOSWELL         40    Hawker   N 
Salina BOSWELL           6 months   N     ... 
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  1841 6 - 28 June Usk, MON in gaol  England & Wales, Criminal 
Registers, 1791 - 1892 

  1841 28 June Monmouth, MON at the Sessions Delia BOSWELL 
Degree of Instruction : Imp 
Age : 33 
Do [=Larceny from the Person] 
Do [=No Bill] 
 
Matilda BOSWELL 
Degree of Instruction : Imp 
Age : 42 
Do [=Larceny from the Person] 
Do [=No Bill] 

England & Wales, Criminal 
Registers, 1791 - 1892 

  1844 1 January Elvaston, DBY baptism of Corolenia Aaron & Matilda, Grinder +c, Born in Melbourne Original register 
  1844 2nd Quarter Shardlow, DBY birth of Hezekiah registered [mother’s maiden name - BOSWELL] GRO Index 
  1844 19 May Elvaston, DBY baptism of Hezekiah Aaron & Matilda Original register transcript 
  1846 21 July Bideford, DEV Aaron possibly playing for 

dancing at the fair 
 The Exeter and Plymouth 

Gazette, 25 July 1846, 3 
  1846 22 July Bideford, DEV in magistrates court On Wednesday...Matilda Boswell was fined for being drunk in Bideford fair. - On 

Tuesday, being Market day and fine weather, many holiday folks came into the town, 
but were disappointed at not finding any shows. But the ure to the ruin of many a young 
man and maiden [sic], the public house dancing-room was open, and many were 
caught by the snare. 

The Exeter and Plymouth 
Gazette, 25 July 1846, 3 

c1848  Halvestock, BKM birth of John   
  1851 30 March Atherstone, WAR  Joseph PAYNE    Head M    35    Lodging House Keeper & Atherstone, WAR 

                                                                Shoemaker Journeyman 
Aaron BOSWELL    Ldg M    58    Tramp Scissor Grinder Halvestock, BKM 
Matilda BOSWELL    Wife M    50            do                               / 
Maria BOSWELL    Dau U    19    Halvestock, BKM 
Edward BOSWELL    Son U    17    Tramp Travelg Musician          do 
Hezekiah  
              BOSWELL    Son         7            do 
John BOSWELL    Son         2            do 
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  1852 23 January Lilford, Abbotsham, DEV died HABIT STRONGER THAN LIFE. - As proof the strength of earthly usages, the following 
is worthy of notice : - Some time since a female named Matilda Boswell, (daughter of 
the late king of the gipsies) called upon Mr. W. H. Acland, of this town, for medical 
advice; who, on perceiving that she was extremely ill, persuaded her to take some 
rooms in or near the town, instead of living in the tent, which was then fixed at Lilford, in 
the parish of Abbotsham, when he generously promised to do any thing he could for her 
relief, free of charge. Her reply was at once prompt and characteristic of this wandering 
race of Egyptian Ishmaelites: “Do you think, said she, I could leave the tent, were my 
fathers and mothers were born and died? [sic] No, my good gentleman, God bless you 
for your kind offer, nevertheless I cannot live in your dangerous houses: I was born in 
the tent, and in the tent I am determined to die.” And there, indeed, on Friday last, aged 
51 years, this romantic creature breathed her last, amidst the bitterest lamentations of 
the whole camp. To the honour of the gentry in the neighbourhood, be it recorded, 
every attention was shown to the dying wanderer, and spiritual consolation 
administered, for which they received the grateful thanks and tears of the whole party. 
Notwithstanding the very severe gales with which we have been visited during the past 
week in such a manner was her tent constructed, that she rested on her dying pillow as 
warm, soft, and safe as the minion of luxury on a downy pillow; and thus died Matilda 
Boswell, in that same tent in which she 
    “Had cherily passed her Summer days [sic] 
     In sunny nooks and sultry ways;” 
a remarkable example of the force of that second nature - habit. 

The North Devon Journal, 
29 January1852, 5 

  1852 27 January Swimbridge, DEV buried aged 55, a Gipsey, Northam Original register 
 
 
BOZWELL, Elijah 

 
  1798 7 January Newton-in-the-Willows, 

NTH 
baptised a Son Belonging to the Gipseys Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Samuel 

 
  1798 18 February  birth  Original register transcript 
  1798 22 April Chattisham, SFK baptised base born son of Sophia, Travelling Gypsy, born 18 February. Received into church 20 

April 
Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSSWELL, Charles 

 
  1798 2 April 

 
birth 

 
Original register transcript 

  1798 7 April Grantham, LIN baptised son of John & Phillis, Gipsey, Spittlegate, born 2 April Original register transcript 
  
 
BOSWELL, Riley aka William alias BOSS aka James HERON [?aka James VANIS], ‘The Flying Tinker’ 



 

 

 
  1798 28 September Eye, SFK baptised son of Elisha & Zaha [= Leshi HERON & Seni BOSS] Original register transcript 
c1806   birth of Charles Riley & Charlotte Boswell/Dawson 
  1812 1 November Worplesdon, SSX baptism of John George Riley & Charlotte Boswell/Dawson 
  1817 7 September Milverton, WAR baptism of Robert Riley & Charlotte, Potter, Sojourner in Milverton Original register 
  1818 October not known, NFK at the Assizes Charged with Larceny, in company with Edward BLEWITT 

Verdict : Not Guilty [as Byley] 
Criminal Registers 1791 - 
1892 

  1820 14 May Little Thurlow, SFK baptism of Louis William Riley & Shuransa BOSS [née SMITH], Travelling Brazier, Gypsy, No Settled 
Abode 

Original register transcript 

  1820 October not known, NFK at the Assizes Charged with Uttering base coin 
Sentenced to 1 years’ imprisonment 

Criminal Registers 1791 - 
1892 

  1820- 
  1821 

October - 
October 

 
in gaol 

 
Criminal Registers 1791 - 
1892 

  1820 10 December Woolpit, SFK baptism of Delorina Raleigh BOSWELL & Charlotte HAMMOND, A Gypsey’s child born under a tent on the 
Warren 

Original register transcript 

  1825 15 May Bramford, SFK baptism of Desibera Riley & Susanna BOSS, Gipsy, Wandering Tribe Original register transcript 
  1826 15, 22 & 29 May Edmonton, All Saints, 

MDX 
banns posted William BOSS, Br & Sarah SMITH, Spinster, both of this Parish Original register 

  1826 29 May Edmonton, All Saints, 
MDX 

married Riley BOSS = Susan SMITH Online family tree 

  1826 30 April Sudbourne, SFK baptism of Goliath Charlotte BOSS Original register 
  1826 5 November Grasby, LIN baptism of Britannia William & Susan BOSS, Gipsies Encamped in Owmby Occupation Road FreeREG 
  1828 28 September Burton by Lincoln, LIN baptism of Newcombe William & Susan BOSS, Gypsy, at Burton Original register 
  1828 28 October Leicester, St. Margaret, 

LEI 
marriage of Charles Charles BUSWELL, of this Parish, widower = 

Elizabeth WILLSON x, of this Parish, widow 
[wit : James DURRARD / Sarah HURST x] 

Original register 

  1832 30 December Wootton, LIN baptism of Agnes [sic – really 
Adness] 

[daughter of Ryley & Susannah BOS, a Gypsy, at Wootton] 
daughter of Thomas & Lucy BOS, a Gypsy, at Wootton 
 
[at foot of page] 
NB x “Agnes” I was afterwards informed^by report only, after their departure^ that the 
child whom they named Agnes was a Boy. The persons who call themselves Bos are 
probably Boswells. 
 
[NOTE : Names of children probably transposed, so : ‘Agnes’ was a son of Thomas & 
Lucy, and Naomi a daughter of Ryley & Susannah.] 

Original register 

  1834 21 December Preston, YKS baptism of Susan Riley & Susan BOSS Trudgill/Gray, 9 
  1836 1 October Singleton, NSW death of Charles  Online family tree 
  1837 8 January Winteringham, LIN baptism of Pennelly Rahley & Susanna BOSS, Gipsy, Winteringham Original register 
  1839 12 May Walsham-le-Willows, SFK baptism of Narroly Ryley & Susan BOSS Original register transcript 
  1841 16 May Frithville, LIN baptism of Siara Riley & Susannah BOSS, Brazier, Sojourner  Child born at West Ville [‘Sarah’ struck 

through and replaced by ‘Siara’] 
Original register 

  1848 24 January Kingston-upon-Hull, YKS marriage of Britannia William WILSON = Britannia BOSS Online family tree 
  1848 1st Quarter Sculcotes, YKS marriage of Britannia 

registered 
William WILSON = Britannia BOSS GRO Index 

  1849 5 August Kingston-upon-Hull, YKS death of Britannia 
 

Online family tree 
  1849 3rd Quarter Hull, YKS death of Britannia registered [as Brittania WILSON] GRO Index 
  1850 4th Quarter Kensington, MDX death registered [as Riley BOSS] GRO Index 
  1850 30 December Kensington, MDX buried aged 43 [sic], Tinman Boswell/Dawson 
  1851 31 December Camberwell St. Giles, 

Nunhead Cemetary, SRY 
burial of Narrowly aged 13, Masons Court  New Cross  St Pauls Deptford Original register 

 
 
BOSWEL, Elizabeth 

 
  1798 ?October 

 
birth 

  

  1798 1 November North Luffenham, RUT buried An infant dr of Shillingwell BOSWEL,a Vagrant Gipsy Free REG 
 
 
BOSWEL, Perrin 

 
  1798 25 December Oaksey, WIL baptised son of William & Elizabeth, Persons who call themselves Egyptians or Gypsies Original register 

 
 
BOSS, Mary 

 
  1818 3 June Upton on Severn, WOR witness to marriage Aaron BOSWELL x  of Wolverton Parish  Brazier in the County of Buckingham = 

Matilda BOSWELL x  of Hillmington Parish  Spinster in the County of Somerset 
[wit : Mary BOSS x] 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Maria 

 
  1799 16 March 

 
birth 

 
Original register transcript 

  1799 24 March Boxford, SFK baptised daughter of Tusel & Sophia (late HERRING), born March the 16th 1799. Baptised 
publickly March ye 24th 1799 

Original register transcript 

  1838 22 July Revesby, LIN baptism of Joshua John [Budd] & Maria GRAY, a gipsy? in this parish FreeREG 
 
 
BOSWELL, James 

 
  1799 1 April Bunny, NTT baptised son of Thomas & Phyllis, A stranger FreeREG 
c1820 

 
not known, DBY birth of Rhudulam [= ?William] 

  

c1832 
 

not known, NTT birth of Happy 
  

c1834 
 

Lincoln, LIN birth of John 
  

c1838 
 

not known, STS birth of Isaiah 
  

c1840 
 

not known, STS birth of Seliphean 
  

  1841 6 June Whitwick, LEI 
 

James BOSWELL          60    Travelling Tinker   N HO107 596 18 18 
c1847 

 
not known, STS birth of Jerusalem 

  

  1851 30 March Haxey, LIN 
 

Caroline DUKE    Head U    29    Broom Maker  West Indies  British Subject 
Susanna DUKE    Dau        12    Wolverhampton, STS 
Samuel DUKE    Son        10    N.K., SAL 
Francis DUKE    Son          8    Hatfield, YKS 
Caroline DUKE    Dau          2 m    Haxey, LIN 
James BOSWELL    Ldg M    60    Broom Maker  N.K., STS 
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  1861 7 April Tittesworth, STS 
 

James BOSWELL    Head W    70    Clothes Pegg Maker  NTT 
Rhudulam 
              BOSWELL    Son M    40          “          Do                  DBY 
Happy BOSWELL    Son M    28          “          Do                  NTT 
Isiah BOSWELL    Son M    22          “          Do                  STS                  
Seliphean 
            BOSWELL    Son M    20          “          Do                     “ 
Urda BOSWELL    Dau-in-l 
   M    23          “          Do                  Birmingham, WAR 
Kate BOSWELL       Do M    34          “          Do                  Rotherham, YKS 
Biddee BOSWELL       do M    19          “          Do                  STS 
Sarah BOSWELL       do M    22          “          Do                      “ 
Dolar BOSWELL       do M    50          “          Do                      “ 
Jerusalem 
              BOSWELL    Son U    13          “          Do                      “ 
Anorah BOSWELL    G’dau U      6          “          Do                      “ 
Sarah BOSWELL    G’dau U      8          “          Do                      “ 
Matilda BOSWELL    G’dau U      8          “          Do                      “                                      / 
Rabia BOSWELL    G’son U      5    Clothes Pegg Maker  STS 
Rene BOSWELL    G’dau U      6                  “       “ 
Sampson 
              BOSWELL    G’son U      2                  “       “ 
?Haserygray 
              BOSWELL    G’son U      1                  “       “ 
 
[Blackshaw ?Lane  Gipsy’s Tents] 
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BOSWELL, Hope 

 
  1799 2 June Elmdon, ESS baptised daughter of William & Rebekah Original register transcript 
  1800 3 April Braughing, HRT buried Hope BOSWELL Inft Gipsey died in a Lane near Gatesbury Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Elizabeth 

 
  1799 9 September West Bromwich, All 

Saints, STS 
baptised daughter of Zaccheus & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

  1801 28 August 
 

died 
 

Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Sinfoy 

 



 

 

  1799 8 October Chellaston, DBY baptised daughter of Israel & Felicia Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Trinity 

 
  1799 27 October Great Kimble, BKM baptised daughter of Edward & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
c1819 

  
sentenced to transportation 

 
The Sydney Gazette and 
New South Wales 
Advertiser, 31 May 1826, 3 

  1826 29 May Sydney, AUS in magistrates court John Boswell, prisoner of the crown for 7 years, charged with having stolen from the 
window of the shop of Mrs. Reynolds, in Pitt-street, on Saturday night last, a piece of 
chocolate coloured silk handkerchiefs, containing 3 or 5 handkerchiefs ; the prisoner's 
person was fully identified by the evidence of Mary Reynolds, the daughter of Mrs. 
Reynolds, and also Elizabeth Reynolds, another daughter, who both declared that they 
saw the prisoner enter the shop, lean over the counter, and draw from the window the 
article in question ; remanded.  

The Sydney Gazette and 
New South Wales 
Advertiser, 31 May 1826, 3 

  1826 29 May passim Sydney, AUS in gaol 
 

The Sydney Gazette and 
New South Wales 
Advertiser, 31 May 1826, 3 

 
 

BOSWELL, Joseph 
 

  1800 16 June Layston, HRT baptised son of John & Esther, [no further information] Original register 
  1822 24 February Great Hormead, HRT married Joseph BOSWELL, Bachelor, Great Hormead = 

Jane ELLIOTT, Spinster, of ye same Parish 
[wit : Elizabeth ELLIOTT / James ELLIOTT x]                                               Banns 

Original register 

  1822 6 September Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Isaiah Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt Hormead Original register 
  1823 9 November Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Ezekial Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt Hormead Original register 
  1825 26 June Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Elizabeth Ellen Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt Hormead Original register 
  1826 15 October Great Hormead, HRT baptism of John Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt Hormead Original register 
  1828 6 October Great Hormead, HRT baptism of William Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt. Hormead Original register 
  1830 19 March Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Thomas Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt. Hormead Original register 
  1833 17 February Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Joseph Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt. Hormead Original register 
  1835 23 August Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Jane Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt. Hormead Original register 
  1840 7 June Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Matilda Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt. Hormead Original register 
  1842 23 October Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Elijah Joseph & Jane, Labourer, Gt Hormead Original register 
  1844 4th Quarter Royston, HRT birth of Pharoah registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1845 14 March Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Henry Joseph & Jane, Laborer, Gt. Hormead [note at side : ‘This child was entered as 
“Pharoah” in the Registration Book - C. Colson  Vicar’] 

Original register 

  1851 30 March Great Hormead, HRT  Joseph BOSWELL    Head M    51    General dealer  [Great Hormead, HRT] 
Jane BOSWELL    Wife M    49                 do             do 
William BOSWELL    Son U    22    Ag Lab                do             do 
Thomas BOSWELL    Son U    21    Bricklayers Lab               do             do 
Matilda BOSWELL    Dau         10    Scholar                do             do 
Henry BOSWELL    Son          6        do                do             do 
Elizabeth 
        Ellen NEWELL    Dau M    25    Annuitant                do             do 
Mahala NEWELL    G’dau          2                  do             do 
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  1861 7 April Great Hormead, HRT  Joseph BOSWELL    Head M    62   Marine Store dealer  [Great Hormead, HRT] 
Jane BOSWELL    Wife M    53                 do             do 
John BOSWELL    Son U    36    Musician                do             do 
Henry BOSWELL    Son U    17         do                 do             do 

RG9 811 80 

  1862 13 April Cheshunt, HRT marriage of Joseph Joseph BOSWELL, son of Joseph = Jane WOOD, daughter of William Original register transcript 
  1863 4th Quarter Royston, HRT death registered  GRO Index 

 
 

BOSWELL, Eldaria 
 

  1800 29 June Passenham, NTH baptised daughter of persons called Gypsies, William & Margaret [Maria crossed through] Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Deliah 
 

c1800  Birmingham, WAR birth   
c1840  Wolverhampton, STS birth of Major   
c1841  Wolverhampton, STS birth of Honour   
  1871 2 April Marthall cum Warford, 

CHS 
 Absalent BOILIN    Head M    45    Gipsy. camping  LIN 

Maria BOILIN    Wife Do   44                Do    Chester, CHS 
Ann N BOILIN    Dau U    18                Do    Crewe, CHS 
George H BOILIN    Son Do   10                Do    Leek, STS 
Walter BOILIN    Son Do     8                Do    Congleton, CHS 
 
Major BOSWELL    Head M    30                Do    Wolverhampton 
Eliza BOSWELL    Wife Do   28                Do    Crewe, CHS 
O Connor 
           BOSWELL    Son U      4                 Do    Knutsford, CHS 
Bartley BOSWELL    Son Do     1                 Do    Northwich, CHS 
Liler LEE     Bdr  none 
   Do   18                Do    Crewe, CHS 
Deliah BOSWELL    Moth W   70                 Do    Birmingham, WAR 
Honour BOSWELL    Sis U    29                Do    Wolverhampton 
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  1881 3 April Stockport, CHS [Delere = ‘Deaf’] Major BOSWELL    Head M    27    Chair Turner  Wolverhampton, STS 
Eliza BOSWELL    Wife M    26    Hawker   Crewe, CHS 
Acona BOSWELL    Son        14    Scholar   Moberley, CHS 
Bartly BOSWELL    Son        13        do   Northwich, CHS  
Cloder BOSWELL    Son          7      “ do   [CHS]  
Oder BOSWELL    Son          4      “ do   DBY 
Experience 
             BOSWELL    Son          2     Greton, LAN 
Delere BOSWELL    Moth W    80    Hawker   LIN 
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  1885 4th Quarter Chorlton, LAN death registered aged 77 [as Delia] GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Delilahe 
 

c1800   birth  Original register 
  1885 11 September Tickenhall, DBY buried aged 85, Tickenhall Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, James 

 
  1820 9 February 

 
birth of Teante 

 
Original register 

  1820 24 February Waddington, LIN baptism of Teante =James & Elizabeth, Razor= =Grinder, Portsmouth, born Do 9th Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, Mary 

 
c1800   birth 

 
 

  1861 7 April Coton, Wardington, OXF  [Person not in Houses...] 
 
Hy CLAYDEN         27    Razor Grinder 
Edward BUTLER         26              Do 
Mary BOSWELL         60 
Ann BOSWELL         40 
Enos BOSWELL           3 
Elizabeth BUTLER         23 
Alfred BUTLER           9 
Mary CHAPMAN         22 
?Joshua ?MOORE           2 
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BOSWELL, Penella 

 
  1805 2 April Langford, BRK buried daughter of Solomon BOSARI, a Gypsy Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, William 

 
c1800  at Sea birth 

 
 

  1861 7 April Nether Hallam, YKS  John HERREN    Head M    35   Cutler   SAL 
Jane HERREN    Wife M    35      Do   Wife     Do 
William HERREN    Bro M    30   Musician 
Legen 
      WAINWRIGHT    Head M    27   N.S. 
Lewezor 
      WAINWRIGHT    Wife M    27 
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Amos 
      WAINWRIGHT     Son          5   Scholar 
Boddy 
      WAINWRIGHT    Dau          1Mo    Bradford 
Dinah 
      WAINWRIGHT    Sis M    22   Hawker   YKS 
Lapolier 
      WAINWRIGHT    Son          1    Leeds 
Eligah 
      WAINWRIGHT    Vis        22   Peg Maker   London 
William BOSWELL    Bdr M    60   Grinder   at Sea 
Samuel JARVIS    Vis        24   Grinder   Chester 
Moses BOSWELL    Vis        36   Grinder   Spalding 

 


