
 

 

 
 
BOSWELL, Goliath aka Elias BOSS 

 
  1826 30 April Sudbourne, SFK baptised [son of Riley &] Charlotte BOSS [nee HAMMOND] Original register transcript 
  1844 8 April Hameringham, LIN charged with stealing two 

mares 
On Monday night the 8th of April, Mrs. Blades, a widow residing at Hameringham, near 
Horncastle, had two valuable cart mares stolen from her premises, and had handbills 
issued giving a description of them, which proved of no avail. Others were then 
published, offering a reward of 10l. for the capture of the offenders, and private 
information was given in the neighbouring counties of some suspected parties. 

The Lincoln, Rutland and 
Stamford Mercury, 10 May 
1844, 3 

  1844 8 April Hameringham, LIN charged with stealing two 
mares 

On Monday night the 8th of April, Mrs. Blades, a widow residing at Hameringham, near 
Horncastle, had two valuable cart mares stolen from her premises, and had handbills 
issued giving a description of them, which proved of no avail. Others were then 
published, offering a reward of 10l. for the capture of the offenders, and private 
information was given in the neighbouring counties of some suspected parties. 

The Lincoln, Rutland and 
Stamford Mercury, 10 May 
1844, 3 

  1844 9 April Surfleet, LIN at a public house all day ELIAS BOSS, aged 17, Charged with having, on the 8th of April last, at 
Hammeringham, stolen two mares, the property of Jane Blades. - JOHN BURD GRAY, 
aged 48, also charged with this offence, pleaded guilty. The prisoners were gipsies, and 
Gray is said to be a son of the gipsy king. There were many of the wandering tribe in 
court to hear the result, and among the number was the monarch. On the night of the 
8th of April the two horses were safe, and the next morning the two prisoners, who had 
been seen in the neighbourhood of prosecutrix's house the day before the horses were 
stolen, brought the animals to the house of a Mr. Merriman, at Surfleet, 30 miles from 
Cammeringham [sic]. The men stopped all day, and then went away taking their horses 
without paying for their keep. About a month afterwards Christopher Blades, in 
consequence of certain information he had received, went to Ipswich, and there he 
found the prisoner Boss riding one of the stolen horses into an inn yard. He gave him 
into custody, and prisoner said if the horse was his he was to take it. Prisoner told the 
constable that he was brought into this mess by Gray, who had brought the horses to 
the camp where his mother was on the night of the 8th of May, saying he had bought 
them at Sleaford Fair. He gave the constable a description of Gray, which partly led to 
his apprehension. Gray, however, on being sworn, said that they were both together 
when the horses were taken, and that he took one and prisoner the other. - Mr. 
Macauley made an able defence for the prisoner. The Judge, having summed up, the 
jury returned a verdict of guilty. Gray was sentenced to 12 years and Boss to 10 years' 
transportation. 

The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
26 July 1844, 2 

  1844 10 May Lincoln, LIN committed to prison   
  1844 17 July Lincoln, LIN visited by chaplain Jno. Budd Grey made voluntary confession that he and Boss are guilty of the offences 

(horse-stealing) with which they are charged. 
COC5/1/21, Lincoln Prison 
Chaplains Journal 

  1844 20 July Lincoln, LIN tried at the Assizes Elias Boss            17   [County Assizes 20th July]    Horse Stealing             10 Years 
John Budd Gray   48                      Do                                 Do                      12 Years 
 
 
ELIAS BOSS, aged 17, and JOHN BURD GRAY, aged 42, two gipsies, were indicted 
for stealing two mares at Hammeringham on the 8th of April, the property of Jas. 
Blades. When called upon to plead, Boss replied that he was not guilty ; but Gray said 
that Boss' statement was false, and that both were guilty. He added they went together 
to Hammeringham for the purpose of stealing the mares, it being arranged that each 
should steal one, and that they should ride off in different directions. A plea of guilty was 
therefore entered against Gray ; and Boss stood his trial. The prisoners were seen with 
the mares taking them through the country, and 20 days after one was found at Ipswich, 
in the possession of Boss, who gave it up, and said that Gray had hired him to take care 
of the mare, bringing both to the camp, and placing one in his possession ; from the 
information given by Boss, Gray was apprehended at Leverton. Boss was sentenced to 
ten and Gray to twelve years' transportation. Some gipsies amongst the audience 
implored the Judge to be merciful and on the sentence being passed some of the 
females set up a dreadful howl. 

National Archives, 
HO27/73/255, Criminal 
registers 
+ 
The Lincoln, Rutland & 
Stamford Mercury, 26 July 
1844, 2 

  1844 21 August Lincoln, LIN taken to Millbank I have made arrangements for the removal of 9 male convicts to be delivered at Mill 
Bank Prison and leave the Castle this day at 2 o’clock pm. 

COC5/1/3, Lincoln Prison 
Keepers Journal 

  1844 22 August Millbank, LDN transferred to Millbank Tinker. First conviction, temper, intelligence, and disposition good, behaviour in prison 
good. 

Millbank Prison Register 

  1844 4 September London, LDN taken on board the Sir Robert 
Peel 

  

  1844 9 September London, LDN sailed  AE 
  1844 26 December Tasmania arrived  AE 
  1857 

 
Deloraine, TAS married Elias BOSS = Frances BONNEY 

 

  1862 
  

birth of Deliah Mary 
  

  1864 
 

Port Sorell, TAS birth of Caroline Lavinia 
  

  1866 
 

Port Sorell, TAS birth of Elias Sylvester 
  

  1868 
 

Port Sorell, TAS birth of Lapoleons Rebi 
Charles 

  

  1871 
 

Port Sorell, TAS birth of May Ellie Rubina 
  

c1901 
 

Latrobe, TAS 
 

I once saw him, when 75 years of age, win the hunting contest at the Latrobe Show, 
and I should like to know if the performance has ever been equalled in Australia, before 
or since? 

The Advocate, 25 July 
1919, page not known 



 

 

  1909 
 

Lyndhurst, TAS 
 

[In 1909 he was listed in Sands Directory as a contractor of Lyndhurst] 
 

  1919 5 July Newton Hobart, TAS died aged 93, buried at Don Congregational Cemetary 
 

 
 
BOSWELL, Matilda 

 
  1826 7 June Upton Magna, SAL baptised daughter of Edward & Phillis, No regular place of abode, [no occupation given]. P B Original register 
  1826 24 December Walkington, YKS baptism of Matilda & Seth children of Edward & Phillis, Gipsey, Walkington Original BT 
  1839 

 
Bodmin, CRN in gaol Matilda BOSWELL 8628 

13 
Single 
 
Festus BOSWELL 8629 
11 
Single 
 
Nathan BOSWELL 8630 
6 
Single 

Bodmin Gaol Records, 
AD1676/1/2 

 
 
BOSWELL, William 

 
  1826 25 June Lower Shuckburgh, WAR baptised son of WIlliam & Susannah, [no occupation given], Pauper of the Parish of Eldon  

Northamp=tonshire 
Original register 

  1854 2nd Quarter Aston, WAR birth of Daniel COLEMAN 
registered 

 GRO Index 

c1856   birth of Canveller  Trudgill/Butler, 5 
c1863  Bromsgrove, WOR birth of Bertha  Trudgill/Butler, 5 
  1891 5 April Lower Sapey, Bromyard, 

HEF 
[William is a widower] [High Lane] 

 
David DAVIS    Head M    22    Tinman   FLT 
Sarah DAVIS    Wife M    32     Do 
Emily DAVIS    Dau          2    SAL 
Kate DAVIS     Do          1     Do 
 
[In a Tent] 
 
Edward FURY    Head M    37        Do    Do 
Catherine FURY    Wife M    30    N. WLS 
Edward FURY    Son        13    Holywell, FLT 
Annie FURY    Dau        12    Puddleston, HEF 
Bryan FURY    Son        10    Battenhill, SAL 
Kate FURY    Dau          7    Lower Sapey, WOR 
Peter FURY    Son          3    Clun, SAL 
 
[ “  “  Caravan] 
 
William DAVIS    Head M    26    Hawker   Bridport, WOR 
Bertha DAVIS    Wife M    27    Bromsgrove 
Harry DAVIS    Son          6    Malvern 
Georgina DAVIS    Dau          3    Worcester 
William DAVIS    Son S     12    Leominster 
William BOSWELL    Fath-in-l 
   W    62    Hawker   WAR 
 
[  Do      Do    ] 

RG12 2071 30v 

 
 

BOSWELL, Henry 
 

  1826 20 August Sutton on the Hill, DBY baptised son of Moses & Esther, Tinker &c, Parish of Broomsgrove  Worcestershire [sic] Original register 
  1841 7 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS  Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 

Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 

HO107 1004 10 6 



 

 

Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
 
Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1826 15 October Great Hormead, HRT baptised son of Joseph & Jane Original register transcript 
  1841 7 June Great Hormead, HRT 

 
Jane BOSWELL         35    Y 
John BOSWELL         10    Y 
Thos BOSWELL           8    Y                                         / 
Joseph BOSWELL           5    Y 
Jane BOSWELL           4    Y 
Matilda BOSWELL           1    Y 

HO107 443 10 17v 
 
                         18 

  1851 30 March Cardonolds Green, 
Wormley, HRT 

 Maria WISEMAN    Head M    28    Beer Shop Keeper  Wormley, HRT 
Edward STARLING    Ldg U    40    Agl Labor   Broxbourne, HRT 
John BOSWELL     Do M    25    Agl Labor   Hare Street, HRT 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife Do   19    Hoddesdon, HRT 

HO107 1705 19v 

  1851 2nd Quarter Ware, HRT death of Mary registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1855 2nd Quarter Royston, HRT death of Mary registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1861 7 April Great Hormead, HRT  Joseph BOSWELL    Head M    62   Marine Store dealer  [Great Hormead, HRT] 
Jane BOSWELL    Wife M    53                 do             do 
John BOSWELL    Son U    36   Musician                do             do 
Henry BOSWELL    Son U    17        do                 do             do 

RG9 811 80 

  1863 4th Quarter Royston, HRT death of father registered  GRO Index 
  1865 22 November, 2 

& 10 December 
Great Hormead, HRT banns posted John BOSWELL & Mercy WARREN Original register transcript 

  1866 3 February Great Hormead, HRT married John BOSWELL, 39, son of Joseph = Mersey WARREN, 21, daughter of Phillip Original register transcript 
  1866 1st Quarter Royston, HRT marriage registered John BOSWELL = Mersey WARREN  GRO Index 
  1866 4th Quarter Ware, HRT birth of Henry registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1866 27 September Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Henry John & Mercy Original register transcript 
  1866 7 October Ware, HRT baptism of Henry John & Mercy Original register transcript 
  1868 3rd Quarter Ware, HRT birth of Mahali registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1871 2 April Hare Street, Layston, 
HRT 

 John BOSWELL    Head M    44    Dealer   Hare Street, HRT 
Mercy BOSWELL    Wife M    24    Great Hormead, HRT 
Henry BOSWELL    Son          4    Scholar               do             do 
Mahala BOSWELL    Dau          2         do               do             do 

RG10 1358 17v 

  1871 4th Quarter Royston, HRT birth of Ellen registered  GRO Index 
  1872 28 January Great Hormead, HRT baptism of Ellen John & Mercy Original register transcript 
  1873 4th Quarter Royston, HRT birth of Ogus registered  GRO Index 
  1873 30 November Ware, HRT baptism of Ogust John & Mercy Original register transcript 
  1875 3rd Quarter Ware, HRT birth of Philip registered  GRO Index 
c1879  ?Bozon Green, HRT birth of Sarah  GRO Index 
  1881 1st Quarter Ware, HRT birth of Mary registered  GRO Index 
  1881 3 April Ware, HRT  John BOSWELL    Head M    55    Ag Lab   Great Hormead, HRT 

Mercy BOSWELL    Wife M    34    Ware, HRT 
Mahala BOSWELL    Dau        12    Scholar   Little Munden, HRT 
Ellen BOSWELl    Dau          9    Scholar   Hare Street, HRT 
Ogust BOSWELL    Son          7    Scholar       -        -    , HRT 
Philip BOSWELL    Son          5    Scholar   Stanstead, HRT 
Sarah BOSWELL    Dau          2    ?Bozon Green, HRT 
Mary BOSWELL    Dau          4months   Babbs Green, HRT 

RG11 1402 63v 

  1881 2nd Quarter Royston, HRT death of mother registered aged 77 GRO Index 
  1882 3rd Quarter Ware, HRT birth of Joseph registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1882 1 October Wareside, HRT baptism of Joseph John & Mercy, Labourer, Wareside Original register 
  1885 3rd Quarter Ware, HRT birth of Fanny registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1885 16 August Wareside, HRT baptism of Fanny John & Mercy, Labourer, Wareside Original register 
  1886 26 April Warside, HRT bitten by a dog  The Hertford Mercury and 

Reformer, 22 May 1886, 6 
  1886 18 May Ware, HRT in magistrates court as 

witness 
The Rev. Charles Lilley, of Ware, appeared in answer to a summons charging him with 
allowing his dog to be at large unmuzzled and not under proper control on the 26th ult. - 
John Boswell, a labourer, said he was in Star-lane, Ware, on the day named, and felt 
his leg bitten by a dog, which went into defendant’s house with a lady, to whom he 
showed the wound. - Defendant said his wife told him she did not see any wound on the 
man’s leg, and he thought there must be some mistake, as the dog was only a puppy, 
and it was not out with his wife, as stated by Boswell. - Supt. Hilton said he saw the 
wound on Boswell’s leg, and he suggested the adjournment of the case for Mrs. Lilley’s 
attendance.  - The Bench, however, inflicted a fine of 2s. 6d. and costs. 

The Hertford Mercury and 
Reformer, 22 May 1886, 6 



 

 

  1887 10 January Wareside, HRT probably playing in White 
Horse 

 The Hertford Mercury and 
Reformer, 15 January 
1887, 6 

  1887 11 January Wareside, HRT died   DEATH FROM EXPOSURE. - An inquest was held on Wednesday at the Fox, Babbs 
Green, Wareside, before Mr. T. J. Sworder, coroner, respecting the death of a labourer 
named John Boswell, aged 62. It appeared that deceased left the White Horse public-
house on Monday night at ten o’clock to go home, having previously given his violin (by 
which instrument he gained his living) to the potman to take care of till the next day as 
he was afraid of slipping down and spoiling it. Deceased was quite sober. He did not go 
home that night, but no alarm was felt by his relatives, as he often stayed out, and the 
next morning he was found by a labourer named Wheeler lying on the bank of the 
Bourne with his legs and back in the water. He was about six yards from the footpath 
which goes along the top of the bank, and had evidently slipped over on his way home. 
Deceased was then alive, but died a few minutes afterwards. Dr. E. H. Bowker, who 
was fetched to deceased, said he thought he had died from the cold and exposure from 
lying out in the inclement weather all night, and a verdict to that effect was returned by 
the jury. 

The Hertford Mercury and 
Reformer, 15 January 
1887, 6 

  1887 3rd Quarter Ware, HRT death registered aged 62 GRO Index 
  1887 4th Quarter Ware, HRT birth of Alice registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1887 16 October Wareside, HRT baptism of Alice John & Mercy, Labourer, Wareside Original register 
  1891 5 April Babbs Green, Ware, HRT  Mercy BOSWELL    Head W    45    Parish Relief   Ware, HRT 

Ofust BOSWELL    Son S     17    Farm Labourer  Buntingford, HRT 
Phillips BOSWELL    Son S     15               Do   Stanstead, HRT 
Sarah BOSWELL    Dau         12    Scholar   Braughing, HRT 
Mary BOSWELL    Dau         10        Do   Babbs Green, HRT 
Joseph BOSWELL    Son           8        Do             Do          Do 
Fanny BOSWELL    Dau           5        Do             Do          Do 
Alice BOSWELL    Dau           3        Do             Do          Do 

RG12 1094 131 

  1936 1st Quarter Ware, HRT death of Mercy registered aged 90 GRO Index 
 
 

BOSS, Britannia 
 

  1826 5 November Grasby, LIN baptised daughter of William & Susan, Gipsies Encamped in Owmby Occupation Road FreeREG 
  1848 24 January Kingston-upon-Hull, YKS married William WILSON = Britannia BOSS Online family tree 
  1848 1st Quarter Sculcotes, YKS marriage registered William WILSON = Britannia BOSS GRO Index 
  1849 5 August Kingston-upon-Hull, YKS died 

 
Online family tree 

  1849 3rd Quarter Hull, YKS death registered [as Brittania WILSON] GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Uriah 
 

  1826 31 December Blyth, NTT baptised son of Israel & Mary, Tinman & Brazier, Long Whatton Original register transcript 
  1883 27 July Tickenhall, DBY buried aged 57 Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSS, Betsy 

 
c1826 

  
birth daughter of Anselo & Eliza Dawson/Boswell, 67 

  1833 July Heslington, YKS burial of mother aged 59 Dawson/Boswell, 63 
 
 

BOSWELL, Charlotte 
 

c1826 
  

birth 
 

FreeREG 
  1845 17 February Epworth, LIN buried aged 19, (Gypsey), Epworth Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Delilah 
 

c1826 
  

birth 
 

FreeREG 
  1858 8 October Wolverley, WOR died aged 32, Single Woman Death certificate transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Elias 
 

c1826 
 

Cranham, GLS birth son of Solomon & Ann Buckland/Trudgill, 9 
c1858 

 
not known, SOM birth of Sampson 

  

c1860 
 

not known, BRK birth of Solomon 
  

  1861 7 April Walcot, Bath, SOM  Elias BOSWELL    Head M    34    Labourer   GLS 
Sampson 
              BOSWELL    Son U    12    Gipsy   SOM 
Solomon 
              BOSWELL    Son Do  10    Gipsy   BRK 
Selina BOSWELL    Wife M    22       Do   WIL 

RG9 1693 92 



 

 

  1863 3rd Quarter Bath, SOM birth of Amelia registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1866 1st Quarter Bath, SOM birth of Sabina registered 

 
GRO Index 

c1867 
 

Bath, SOM birth of John 
  

  1870 3 January Bath, Trinity, SOM married Elias BOSWELL x, Full, Bachelor, Laborer, 56 Avon St, son of Solomon, Tinman = 
Selina BUCKLAND x, Full, Spinster, ----, 56 Avon St, daughter of Absalom, Laborer 
[wit : John MORGAN / Mary PHILLIPS]                                                        Banns 

Original register 

  1870 1st Quarter Bath, SOM marriage registered Elias BOSWELL = Selina BUCKLAND GRO Index 
  1871 February Bath, SOM birth of Louisa 

  

  1871 2nd Quarter Bath, SOM birth of Louisa registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1871 2 April Walcot, Bath, SOM  Elias BOSWELL    Head M    44    Basket Maker  GLS  

Selina BOSWELL    Wife Do   30    No Occupation  Swindon, WIL 
Sabina BOSWELL    Dau          4    Scholar   Bath, SOM  
Amelia BOSWELL    Dau          7    Scholar   Bath, SOM 
John BOSWELL    Son          3    Scholar   Bath, SOM 
Louisa BOSWELL    Dau         Under 1 mo 8 days  Bath, SOM 

RG10 2492 16v 

  1879 3rd Quarter Bath, SOM death registered aged 47 GRO Index 
  1891 1st Quarter Bath, SOM death of Selina registered aged 51 GRO Index 

 
 
BOSWELL, George 

 
c1826 

 
Chester, CHS birth 

  

  1846 19 July Wybunbury, CHS baptism of Jemima George & Louizania, Razor-grinder, Weston Original register 
  1848 11 January Wybunbury, CHS burial of Jemima aged 1, daughter of George & Louisania, Weston Original register 
  1848 5 May Alsager, CHS baptism of Koirus George & Laurauna, Gypsy Original register 
c1850 

  
birth of Mary Ann 

  

c1853 
  

birth of George 
  

c1855 
  

birth of Maccantire 
  

c1857 
  

birth of Dellila 
  

c1858 
  

birth of Gravalina 
  

  1859 19 May Frodsham, CHS baptism of Morgan Lithe George & Louisa, Gipsy, Frodsham Original register 
  1861 1st Quarter Wrexham, CHS birth of Magdeline registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1861 14 January Runcorn in Halton, CHS baptism of Sterester George & Louisa, Cutler, Reynard Nr Macclesfield, P. Original register 
  1861 21 January Winwick, St. Oswald, LAN baptism of Magelia George & Louisa, Knife Grinder, Winwick, born 15 January [sic] Original register transcript 
  1861 27 March Mobberley, CHS baptism of Maghelas George & Luirena, Grinder, Mobberley, born 27 February [sic] Original register 
  1863 22 August Coppenhall, CHS baptism of Barbara Ellen George & Louisa, Grinder, Macclesfield (Itinerant), P[rivately]. Original register 
  1863 7 September Weaverham, CHS baptism of Barbara Ellen George & Lewrannie, Gipsies, on Tramp through the Parish Original register 
  1863 12 September Mobberley, CHS baptism of Barbara Ellen George & Luirena, Grinder, Mobberley, born 3 September [sic] Original register 
  1863 21 September Wybunbury, CHS baptism of Barbara Ellen James & Jane, Scissor-Grinder (Gipsy), Camping on Hough Heath, Privately Original register 
  1863 30 September Little Budworth, CHS baptism of Barbara Helen James & Jane, Gipsy, L: Budworth Original register 
  1865 19 October 

 
birth of Felix 

 
Original register 

  1865 2 December Mobberley, CHS baptism of Felix George & Luirena, Grinder, Mobberley, born 19 October Original register 
  1868 2 January 

 
birth of Martha Rachel 

 
Original register 

  1868 7 January Mobberley, CHS baptism of Martha Rachel George & Luirena, Grinder, Mobberley, born 2 January Original register 
  1871 2 April Allstonefield & 

Hollinsclough, STS 
 George BOSSHILL    Head M    44    Chair Bottomer  Chester 

Louisa BOSSHILL    Wife M    42    Gipsy      Wife  Macclesfield 
Timothy BAYLEY    Son-in-l 
   U    26    Chairbottomer           do 
Mary Ann BAYLEY    Dau        21    N: K. 
George BOSSHILL    Son U    17    N K 
Maccantire 
              BOSSHILL     do do  15    N. K 
Dellila BOSSHILL    Dau do  13    N. K 
Gravalina 
              BOSSHILL    Dau        12    N K 
Magalus BOSSHILL    Son        10    N K 
Barbara 
           E BOSSHILL    Dau          8    N K 
Felix BOSSHILL    Son          6    N K 
Martha BOSSHILL    Dau          4    N. K 
Ruth BOSSHILL    G’dau          3 weeks   N K 
 
[Hollinsclough] 

RG10 2885 28 

  1872 3 September Mobberley, CHS baptism of Robert George & Luirena, Grinder, Mobberley Original register 
  1874 23 January 

 
birth of Carolinda 

 
Original register 

  1874 4 April Mobberley, CHS baptism of Carolinda George & Luirena, Grinder, Mobberley, born 23 January Original register 
  1882 2nd Quarter Leek, STS marriage of Matilda George BOSWELL = Matilda BOSWELL [daughter of George - ET] GRO Index 
  1887 10 January Farnworth with Kearsley, 

St. John the Evangelist, 
LAN 

marriage of Gracelina George BOSWELL x, 25, Bachelor, Basket Maker, Farnworth, son of Phoenix, Basket 
Maker = 
Gravelena SMITH x, 28, Spinster, Hawker, Farnworth, daughter of George, Basket 
Maker 
[wit : William GORTON x / Christina GORTON x]                                        Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1892 1st Quarter Manchester, LAN marriage of Magdalene 
registered 

William CUTTS = Magdalene BOSWELL GRO Index 

 



 

 

 
BOSWELL, Isaac 

 
c1826 

 
Chasleton, OXF birth 

  

c1876 
 

Pelsall, STS birth of Job 
  

  1891 5 April Wigan, All Saints, LAN  Charles BOSWELL    Head M    30    Hawker   Wolverhampton, STS 
Ebenezer [sic] 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    35        Do   Liverpool, LAN 
Riey BOSWELL    Son        10    Widnes, LAN 
Certy BOSWELL    Dau          8    Bradford, LAN [sic] 
Gurshan BOSWELL    Son          6    Oldham, LAN 
William BOSWELL    Son          2    Pendlebury, LAN 
 
[No 1 van  Newmarket Street] 
 
Noah LOVELL    Head M    25    Horse Dealer  N.K., STS 
Julia LOVELL    Wife M    26    Hawker   Birkenhead, CHS 
Beatrice LOVELL    Dau          3    Manchester, LAN 
 
[No 2 van  Newmarket Street] 
 
John SMITH    Head M    56    Horse Dealer  St. Helens, LAN 
Mary SMITH    Wife M    47    Wolverhampton, STS 
Thomas SMITH    Son          8    Manchester, LAN 
Shandraus SMITH    Son          5    Sunderland, DUR 
 
[No 3 van  Newmarket Street] 
 
Alga BOSWELL    Head M    24    Hawker   Leeds, YKS 
Fanney BOSWELL    Wife M    19    Bradford, YKS 
 
[No 4 van  Newmarket Street] 
 
Joshua BOSWELL    Head M    23    Horse Dealer  Birkenhead, LAN 
Pheasant 
             BOSWELL    Wife M    29    Sheffield, YKS 
Lily BOSWELL    Dau          5    Nottingham, NTT 
Alma BOSWELL    Son          7    Denton,LAN 
Noah BOSWELL    Son          1    Blackburn, LAN 
 
[No 5                     do              ] 
 
Isaac BOSWELL    Head M    64    Hawker   Chastleton, OXF 
Louisa BOSWELL    Wife M    64    Banbury, OXF 
Job BOSWELL    Son S     14    Hawker   Pelsall, STS 
 
[6 van  Mesnes Street] 

RG12 3056 66v 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1846 7 January Llanfair Caereinion, MNT baptism of John John & Mary, Strangers from Staffordshire, Born at Castle Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSS, Joseph 
 

  1846 20 August Mickleover, All Saints, 
DBY 

baptism of Dinah Joseph & Elizabeth, Gipsy, [no place of abode given]. P. Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Noah aka ?Rodaman 

 
c1826 

  
birth son of Solovino & Comfort 

 

  1841 7 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS [as?Rodaman] Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 
Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 
Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
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Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

  1844 5 March Beighton, DBY 
  

The Derby Mercury, 27 
March 1844, 4 

  1844 6 March Beighton, DBY charged with theft 
 

The Derby Mercury, 27 
March 1844, 4 

  1844 11 March Sheffield, YKS arrested 
 

The Derby Mercury, 27 
March 1844, 4 

  1844 11 - 21 March Sheffield, YKS in gaol 
 

The Derby Mercury, 27 
March 1844, 4 

  1844 21 March Derby, DBY at the Assizes   Noah Boswell, 24, and Joseph Smith, 28, charged with having on the 6th day of March 
instant, at the parish of Beighton, stolen a promissory note of the Chesterfield and High 
Peak Bank, for the sum of 5l., four sovereigns, and two half sovereigns, the property of 
Thomas Mirfin. 
  Mr. Miller prosecuted, and the prisoners were undefended. 
  The prisoners, it appeared, were gypsies, and had been camping in the 
neighbourhood of Beighton, where the prosecutor kept a public-house. He deposed that 
Boswell, one of the prisoners, ran up a score of 4s. 6d. with him, and that Smith, the 
other prisoner, came on the 5th of the present month, and inquired if any of his young 
people had set anything on. Told him about the 4s. 6d., when he said he was master of 
the camp, and producing what appeared to be a 10l. note, requested change for the 
purpose of paying it. Prisoner said it was a good note, and Mirfin gave him a 5l. note, 
and the remainder in sovereigns and half sovereigns. He paid the 4s. 6d. with a half 
sovereign. Paid the note to a person named Crooks, and it being discovered to be 
worthless, it was eventually returned to him again. Previous, however, to its being 
returned, Smith came again, and having stayed till all the other company was gone, 
wanted change for another 10l. note. On ascertaining the paper to be useless, went to 
Sheffield, and gave information to the police. 
  Mr. Raynor, superintendent of police, caused the prisoners to be apprehended at 
Sheffield on Tuesday, the 11th, and two flash notes were found on Smith. They were 
exactly similar to that passed to Mirfin. 
  The documents purporting to be notes were produced and read, and turned out to be a 
kind of shop bill for a paper hanging establishment at Birmingham, printed on paper 
similar in appearance to that used for country notes ; the general arrangement of the 
printing, and the appearance of the paper, altogether approximating to a genuine note. 
  Smith, in defence, said he had found the notes, and Boswell offered no defence. 
  Smith was found Guilty, and Boswell acquitted. Sentence on Smith, 7 years' 
transportation. 

The Derby Mercury, 27 
March 1844, 4 

  1844 20 April Swillington, YKS baptism of Goliath Noah & Urania, Tinker+ Brazier, No settled Abode - (being Gypsies) Original register 
  1848 1st Quarter Nantwich, CHS death of father registered [as Viney] GRO Index 
  1855 11 April Coppenhall, CHS baptism of Tyler Lee Noah & Sarah, Chair Maker, Itinerant, P[rivately] Original register 
  1860 15 July Rushton, STS baptism of Lewis Noah & Sarah, Grinder alias Gipsy, Broken Cross, Macclesfield; but now encamped in 

Heaton 
Original register 

  1860 20 July Cheadle, STS baptism of Lewis Noah & Sarah, Gipsy, Macclesfield Original register 
  1865 15 February Bowdon, CHS burial of mother aged 98, (Gypsy) Original register 
  1865 1st Quarter Altrincham, CHS death of mother registered aged 98, widow of Vine BOSWELL, Chair-bottomer. Informant : Noah BOSWELL GRO Index + 

Boswell/Trudgill, 2 
  1868 15 February Macclesfield, Union 

Workhouse, CHS 
admitted to the Union born 1828, Basket Maker, admitted from Macclesfield Parish Cheshire Workhouse 

Records (Admissions & 
Discharges) 

  1868 20 February Macclesfield, Union 
Workhouse, CHS 

died aged 40, Basketmaker Cheshire Workhouse 
Records (Admissions & 
Discharges) 

  1868 22 February Knutsford, CHS buried aged 40, Died in Macclesfield a Wandering Gipsy Original register 
 
 

BOSWELL, Rudolphus aka Dolphus 
 

c1826  Widgeley, WOR birth son of Major & Mary T.W. Thompson, 'II. - 
Samuel Fox and the 
Derbyshire Bos- 
wells', JGLS, 3rd series, III, 
part 4 (1924), 173 

  1845 4th Quarter Peterborough, NTH birth of Dinah registered  GRO Index 
c1848  Sedgeley, STS birth of Caroline   
  1850 2nd Quarter West Bromwich, STS birth of Orlando registered  GRO Index 



 

 

  1850 12 May West Bromwich, All 
Saints, STS 

baptism of Orlando Rudolphus & Trinity Original register transcript 

  1851 30 March Sutton Coldfield, STS  Alfred BOSSWELL    Head M    29    Brazier & tin man  LIN 
Hannah 
            BOSSWELL    Wife M    38    Do 
McKenzie 
            BOSSWELL    Son          8    STS 
Leah BOSSWELL    Dau          6      Do 
John BOSSWELL    Son          4      Do 
Azealand 
            BOSSWELL    Son          2    WAR 
 
Rudolphus 
            BOSSWELL    Head M    26    Brazier & tin man  STS 
Trinity BOSSWELL    Wife M    26    WOR 
Dinah BOSSWELL    Dau          6    CAM 
Caroline 
            BOSSWELL     Do          3    West Brom, STS 
Orlanda 
            BOSSWELL     Do          1            Do 
 
John BOSSWELL    Head M    43    Brazier & tin man  GLS 
Rebecca 
          BOSSWELL    Wife M    41    HUN                                   / 
Emily BOSSWELL    Dau          5    CAM 
 
[ - Coldfield  Dwelling in Tents] 
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  1856 25 February Bilston, STS baptism of Azah Rudolphus & Trinity Original register transcript 
(ET) 

c1858  Wednesbury, STS birth of John   
  1860 3rd Quarter Wolverhampton, STS birth of Rebekah registered  GRO Index 
  1860 12 August Moseley Hole Primitive 

Methodist, 
Wolverhampton, STS 

baptism of Rebecca Dolphus & Lovatt, Musician FreeREG 

  1861 7 April Wednesfield, STS  [Pit Mounds on the east side of Buggins Lane  Gipsy TENTS No] 
 
Sampson 
           BOSWELL    Head M    26    Travelling Brazier  Barnsley, YKS 
Sarah BOSWELL    Wife M    24    Shipley 
Alfred BOSWELL    Son                2    Wednesfield Heath, STS 
Ingram BOSWELL    Son                6months                  Do 
 
[1] 
 
Celly LOVELL    Widow         69    Peterborough, NTH 
Speedwelly 
               LOVELL    Dau U    35    Clothes Peg Dealers  Gloucester 
 
[2] 
 
Enoch LOVELL    Head M    30    Travelling Brazier  Birmingham, WAR 
Emma LOVELL    Wife M    25    Worcester 
Kiomi LOVELL    Dau          3    Wednesfield Heath, STS 
Cashmere LOVELL    Dau          5weeks                  Do 
 
[3] 
 
Studdveras 
                  LOVELL    Head M    26    Travelling Brazier  Aldbouroug,  WOR 
Cinderella LOVELL    Wife M    20    Bath, SOM 
Mochas LOVELL    Bro U    19    Travelling Brazier  Dudley, WOR 
 
[4] 
 
Alfred BOSWELL    Head        29    Travelling Brazier  Wednesfield Heath, STS 
Selina BOSWELL    Wife        25    ?Shrisen, WOR 
John BOSWELL    Son        10    Millenhall, STS 
 
[5] 
 
McKenzie 
              BOSWELL    Head M    40    Travelling Brazier        Do 
Sarah BOSWELL    Wife M    30    Bilston, STS 
Zealand BOSWELL    Son          9    Wishaw, WAR 
Kenzilea BOSWELL    Dau          6    Bilston, WAR                  
 
[6] 
 
Rudolphus 
              BOSWELL    Head M    35    Travelling Brazier  Widgeley, WOR 
Tranetta BOSWELL    Wife M    37    Hereford 
Caroline BOSWELL    Dau        11    Millenhall, STS 
Orlando BOSWELL    Son          9          Do 
Zuby BOSWELL    Dau          4    Bilston, STS 
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John BOSWELL    Son          3         Do 
Rebecca 
              BOSWELL    Dau          8 Months   Wednesfield Heath, STS 
 
[7] 

  1871 2 April Willenhall, STS [as Robert] Robert BOSWELL    Head M    48    Pedlar   Wedgeley, WOR 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    47       do   N. K. 
Caroline BOSWELL    Dau U    22       do   Sedgley, STS 
Orlando BOSWELL    Dau U    20       do   Westbromwich, STS 
Zuba BOSWELL    Dau U    15       do   Bilston, STS 
John BOSWELL    Son        13       do    Wednesbury, STS 
Rebecca 
              BOSWELL    Dau        11        do   Moseley Hole, STS 
 
[Mosely Hole Lane] 
 
William BOSWELL    Head M    40        do   Wedgeley, WOR 
Mary 
      Ann BOSWELL    Wife M    38        do   Oldbury, WOR 
 
[              “              ] 

RG10 2945 21v 

  1881 3 April Hanley, Stoke on Trent, 
STS 

     Sampson LEE    Head W    67    Basket Maker  GLS 
Shandres LEE    Son M    40         do       do  Bewdley, WOR 
Charles LEE    Son U    24         do       do  at Sea 
Ellarenda LEE    Dau U    23    Nr Swansea 
Seth LEE     Son U    20    MON 
Mary LEE     Dau-in-l 

M    33    at Sea Welshpool 
 
[Gipsies Tent (off Abbey Rd)]                                                                                                               / 
 
Alice SMITH    Head W    50    Clothes Peg Maker   HUN 
Madona SMITH    Dau U     24          do         do  NTH 
 
[Gipsies Tent (off Abbey Road)] 
 
Perrin LEE    Head M    27    Basket Maker  Bewdley, WOR 
Christmas LEE    Wife M    24    SAL 
Melvana LEE    Dau          7    Under Valley, MON 
Selina LEE    Dau          5    Pontypool, MON 
Ernest LEE    Son          2    Bury, LAN 
Rudolphus LEE    Son        10days   Hanley, STS 
Trannetta LEE    Dau        10days        do 
 
[   do       do   ] 
 
Trinity GIBBS    Head W   48    Clothes Peg Maker   WOR 
James BOSWELL    Vis U    67    Basket Maker  Woodgerly, WAR 
Betsey BOSWELL    Vis U    26    South STS 
James BOSWELL    Vis          4           do 
 
[   do       do   ] 
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  1887 3rd Quarter Stoke upon Trent, STS marriage of Orlando 
registered 

Orlando Gibbs BOSWELL = Madonna BAGGULEY GRO Index 

  1891 5 April Stoke upon Trent, STS [as Joseph] Orlando BOSWELL    Head M    42    Basket Maker  Belstone, STS 
Madonna 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    47          do 
Thomas 
            BAGGULEY    Son S     17    Potters Labourer        do                                 / 
Alphonso 
            BAGGULEY    Son S     16    Iron Foundry Labourer Belstone, STS 
Percy BAGGULEY    Son        12    Scholar          do 
Ernest BAGGULEY    Son          9        do          do 
Albert 
  Victor BAGGULEY    Son          7        do          do 
 
[46 Shelton Rd] 
 
Thomas BOSWELL    Head W    78    Basket Maker  RUT 
Emily BOSWELL    Sis M    70     Basket Maker  Stratford, GLS 
George BROUGH    Ldg S     60    Basket Maker  Longton, STS 
 
[Caravan] 
 
Rebecca 
           BOSWELL    Head S     31    Hawker General  Wolverhampton, STS 
Hugo GIBBS    Son S       1    Stoke upon Trent, STS 
Madonah GIBBS    Dau          3mo                 do 
 
[Tent] 
 
Joseph BOSWELL    Head S     72    Basket Maker  Brierley Hill, WOR 
Reynard GIBBS    Ldg S     64        do       do  Longton, STS 
 
[Caravan] 
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  1901 31 March Stoke upon Trent, STS [as Joseph] Joseph BOSWELL    Head W    77    Basket Maker  Wolverhampton, STS 
 
Orlando BOSWELL    Head M    54     Basket Maker              do 
Madonna 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    58    Lincoln, LIN 
Ernest BAGGULEY    Step son 

S     31    General Labourer  Stoke, LIN [sic] 

RG13 2609 84 

  1909 1st Quarter Stoke upon Trent, STS death registered Rudolphus BOSWELL, aged 85 GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Thomas 
 

  1846 4 November Cannock, St. Luke, STS baptism of Speedy Thomas & Sarah, Brazier, Cheslyn Hay FreeREG 
 
 

BOSWELL, Campion alias BOSS 
 

  1827 2 August Great Barr, STS baptised son of Moses & Trenit Original register transcript 
(ET) 

 
 

BOSWELL, Sampson 
 

  1827 23 September Hampton in Arden, WAR baptised son of Nathanuel & Rodey BOSSWELL, Grinder of Rasors, Welton Bree Original register 
  1848 2nd Quarter Shardlow, DBY death of father registered [as Nathan] GRO Index 
  1853 ?January Woodborough, NTT charged with slaughtering a 

sheep 
 The Nottinghamshire 

Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1853 29 January Nottingham, NTT in magistrates court Samson Boswell, Nelson Boswell. and Samuel Boswell, were charged by Mr. George 
Robinson, of Woodborough, with slaughtering a sheep, his property. An imprint of the 
boots of two of the prisoner, Samson and Nelson, was traced from the public-house 
where they were apprehended to the place where the sheep was slaughtered. No 
evidence being adduced to implicate Samuel Boswell, he was discharged. Mr. 
Superintendent Burrows applied for a remand of the other prisoners, in order that he 
might produce further evidence. The application was granted. 

The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1853 29 January - 
3 February 

Nottingham, NTT in gaol  The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1853 3 February Nottingham, NTT in magistrates court Samson and Nelson Boswell, two men who were on Saturday remanded until to-day, 
charged by Mr. George Robinson, of Woodborough, with having slaughtered a sheep, 
his property, were liberated. The magistrates were of the opinion that no doubt could 
exist of their moral guilt, but the evidence was not sufficient to warrant their conviction. 

The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1861 7 April Newthorpe, Greasley, 
NTT 

 Rhoda BOSWELL    Head W   50    Household Manager  NFK 
Samson BOSWELL    Son U    30    Cutler   LIN 
Lucretia BOSWELL    Dau U    27    STS 
Dillinda BOSWELL    Dau U    24    WAR 
Susanna 
              BOSWELL    G'dau          6    DBY 
Mary BOSWELL    Vis U    55    LIN                                     / 
Isaiah BOSWELL    Niece [sic] 
   U    26    Brazier + Cutler  Mickleover, DBY 
Emma BOSWELL    Widr U    24    Belper, DBY 
Eliza BOSWELL    Niece U    23    Repton, DBY 
Lamentany 
              BOSWELL    Niece U      4    Newall, DBY 
 
[Gipseys, Beggarlee] 
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                 7v 

c1861 
 

Mira, LEI birth of Vasta 
  

  1865 29 January Diseworth, LEI baptism of ?Franitea 
Diferiphia 

Samson & Carolina, Brazier, Diseworth Original register 

c1866 
 

Ticknell, DBY birth of Walter 
  

  1870 4th Quarter Basford, NTT birth of Nelson Edward 
registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1870 14 September Hucknall, NTT baptism of Nelson Samson & Cordelia, Hucknall Original register transcript 
  1871 2 April Hulland Ward, DBY  Nelson BOSWELL    Head M    38    Traveling Grinder  Swinington, STS 

Jane BOSWELL    Wif M    40    Selby, YKS 
Luesa BOSWELL    Dau U    23    Repton, STS 
Sarah BOSWELL    Dau U    21    Barlow, NTT 
Elias BOSWELL    Son       16    Mickleover, DBY 
Emila BOSWELL    Dau       14    Noel, DBY 
Norana BOSWELL    Dau       13    Mickleover, DBY 
Charley BOSWELL    Son         8    Sulbury, STS 
 
[Hill Cliff Lane, Caravan No 1] 
 
Sampson 
              BOSWELL    Head M    44    Traveling Grinder  Solsbury, OXF 
Caroline BOSWELL    Wife        30    Melbourn, DBY 
Vasta BOSWELL    Dau        10    Mira, LEI 
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Walter BOSWELL    Son          4    Takenal, DBY 
Mary BOSWELL    Aunt W    65    Dunningham, LIN 
Isiah BOSWELL    Neph M    36    Mickleover, DBY 
 
[Do, Caravan No 2] 

  1891 5 April Derby, All Saints, DBY 
 

...Carolina 
             BOSWELL    Ldg M    52    Hawker   Ticknall, DBY 
Nelson BOSWELL    Ldg S     20    Horse-dealer  Hucknall, DBY 
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BOSWELL, Zacharia 
 

  1827 11 February Pebworth, WOR baptised son of Clarke & Leaf, Gipsy Original register 
  1841 7 June Spalding, LIN [as Escia] Clark BOUSWELL         55    Cutler   N 

Moses BOUSWELL         25    Grinder   N 
John BOUSWELL         20    Fidler   N 
Thomas BOUSWELL        25    Grinder   N 
William BOUSWELL        20        do   N 
James BOUSWELL         20        do   N 
Mary BOUSWELL         15    Needle Woman  N 
Isabella BOUSWELL        15              do   N 
Rile BOUSWELL         12    Grinder   N 
?Dasalare BOUSWELL          8    Y 
Sampson BOUSWELL          2    N 
Cindarella BOUSWELL        30    Needle Woman  N 
Escia BOUSWELL         15    Grinder   N 
Elias BOUSWELL         18        do   N 
 
[enumerated adjacent to a public house] 
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  1847 1 January Wanstead, ESS baptism of Levi  ET 
  1850 17 May  birth of Herbert Percy  Original register 
  1850 26 May Plumstead, KNT baptism of Herbert Percy Zachariah BOSWELL & Justina DEIGHTON, Brazier, Plumstead, Born 17th May 1850 Original register 
  1851 30 March Plumstead, KNT [as Levi] James DIGHTON    Head M    29     Tinker + Grinder  Tonbridge, KNT 

Duanna DIGHTON    Wife M    32    Crapton, WOR 
Baron 
   Nathan DIGHTON    Son          6    Farmingham, KNT 
Solomon DIGHTON     do          5    Plaxtol, KNT 
Elijah DIGHTON     do          2    Plumstead 
Oliver DIGHTON      do          2 weeks          do 
 
[Common   Open air   Gypsies in the open air]                                                                                   / 
 
Levi BOSWELL    Head M    24    Tinker + Grinder  Beckford, GLS 
Justinia BOSWELL    Wife M    27    Rainham, ESS 
Levi BOSWELL    Son          4    Wanstead 
Herbert BOSWELL    Son        10mo    Plumstead, KNT 
 
[Common   Open air   Gypsies in the open air] 
 
Samuel LEE    Head M    33    Chair Mender  Aston, MDX 
Dianna LEE    Wife M    28    N K 
Joseph LEE    Son        10    Folkstone, KNT 
Cinderella LEE    Dau          8               Do 
Phemridge LEE    Dau          4               Do 
Mathusalem LEE    Son          3 mo              Do 
 
[Common   Open air   Gypsies in the open air] 
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  1853 17 April Plumstead, KNT baptism of Kate  ET 
  1854 4th Quarter Lewisham, KNT death of Herbert registered  GRO Index 
  1856 30 July Leytonstone, St. John 

Baptist’s, ESS 
baptism of Emily Zachariah & Justina Original register transcript 

  1859 20 February  birth of John Neverfess  Original register 
  1859 22 May Shoreditch, St. Leonards, 

MDX 
baptism of John Neverfess Zachariah & Justina, Tinman, 2 Bowl Court, born 20 February Original register 

  1861 7 April Hammersmith, MDX  [List of Persons not in Houses 
 
Waste land on West Side of Latimer Road  Called the Gipsies encampment] 
 
William DAYLER    Head U    21    Chair mender  Bushey, HRT 
Keziah DICKSON        - U    20              do   Not Known 
Mary A. 
   Dickson DAYLER    Dau          8 mo   Moulsey, MDX 
 
[Tent 1] 
 
James LOVELL    Head M    20    Pig Keeping  Kensington, MDX 
Athaliah LOVELL    Wife M    21    Farnham, SRY 
 
[Tent 2] 
 
Francis MILLS    Head W    50    Clothes peg maker  Newham, HAM 
Francis MILLS    Son U     24         do   +    Skewer Maker Groole, HAM 
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Henry MILLS    Son U     17         do               do  Sutton, HAM 
Mary Ann MILLS    Dau U     21         do               do  Weston, HAM 
 
[Tent 3] 
 
Elizabeth HERNE    Head W    44    Cane worker  Bramdean, HAM 
Thomas HERNE    Son U     20             do   Putney, SRY 
 
[Tent 4] 
 
Aladdin GRAY    Head U    46    Tin man  Tinker  Barton, CAM 
Byden SMITH    Friend U    30    Net maker   Hemingford, BDF 
Ceberilia SMITH    Dau          9    Scholar (Sunday)  Possingford, ESS 
 
[Tent 5] 
 
George RIDDLE    Head M    32    Labourer   Glanwell, MDX 
Alice RIDDLE    Wife M    33    White Waltham, BRK 
Harriett RIDDLE    Dau U    17    St. Mary’s Cray, KNT 
Thomas RIDDLE    Son U    15    Horse Keeper  Camden Town, MDX 
Fanny RIDDLE    Dau        11    Colsale, STS 
Daniel RIDDLE    Son          9    Hammersmith, MDX          / 
Robert RIDDLE    Son          6    Bunshap, SRY 
Lavinia RIDDLE    Dau          4    Hammersmith, MDX 
Maria RIDDLE    Dau          2               do            do 
 
[Tent 6] 
 
Shadrach HERNE    Head M    37    Basket maker  BKM 
Mary HERNE    Wife M    29    Kenninghall, NFK 
Walter HERNE    Son        11    Schol [sic]   Newmarket, CAM 
James HERNE    Son          9       do   Battersea, SRY 
Hamberline HERNE    Son          6    Kensington, MDX 
Providence HERNE    Dau          3             do         do 
 
[Tent 7] 
 
Richard FRANKLIN    Head M    30    Wire worker  Eaver, KNT 
Lucy FRANKLIN    Wife M    35    Hanwell, MDX 
Rachel FRANKLIN    Dau U    17    Walton, SRY 
Job FRANKLIN    Son U    15    Schol [sic]   Chertsey, SRY 
Eliza FRANKLIN    Dau        13       do   Bracknell, SRY 
Abraham 
            FRANKLIN    Son        11       do   Leatherhead, SRY 
James FRANKLIN    Son          7       do   Portsmouth, HAM 
Charlotte 
            FRANKLIN    Dau          4    Kingston, SRY 
Lydia FRANKLIN    Dau          2    Norwood, SRY 
 
[Caravan] 
 
Jeremiah TAYLOR    Head M    47    Basket Maker  Watford, HRT 
Augusta TAYLOR    Wife M    44    High Wycombe, BKM 
Athaliah TAYLOR    Dau U    19    Moulsey, SRY 
Mininny TAYLOR    Dau        10    Schol [sic]   Toodley W H..., KNT 
Christopher 
               TAYLOR    Son          6    Wandsworth, SRY 
Eda TAYLOR    Dau          3    Kensington, MDX 
Georgiana 
               TAYLOR    Dau          2    Hammersmith, MDX 
 
[Covered Cart + Tents]                                                                                                                        / 
 
William ROBERTS    Head M    49    Chair bottomer  Battle, SSX 
Sarah ROBERTS    Wife M    49               do   Norden, SSX 
Sampson 
            ROBERTS    Son U     24              do   Hythe, KNT 
Cecilia ROBERTS    Dau U     18              do   Bury, SSX 
George ROBERTS    Son         14              do   Newnham, KNT 
 
[Tent] 
 
William ROBERTS    Head M    30               do   Cuckfield, SSX 
Charlotte 
             ROBERTS    Wife M    28               do   Dartford, KNT 
Tamsey ROBERTS    Dau        10    Scholar   Stone, KNT 
Mary A ROBERTS    Dau          9         do   Peasmarsh, SSX 
William ROBERTS    Son          7         do   Maidstone, KNT 
Charlotte 
             ROBERTS    Dau          6         do   Kensington, MDX 
Lucy ROBERTS    Dau          3    Fulham, MDX 
 
[Tent] 
 
Zechariah 
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              BOSWELL    Head M    36    Chair bottomer  WOR 
Justinia BOSWELL    Wife M    38             do   Raynham, ESS 
Levi BOSWELL    Son        14             do   LEI 
Kate BOSWELL    Dau          8    Plumstead, KNT 
Emily BOSWELL    Dau          4    Hammersmith, MDX  
John BOSWELL    Son          2    Deptford, KNT 
 
[Tent] 
 
Levi BOSWELL    Head M    45    Tinker   Defford, WOR 
Mary A BOSWELL     Wife M    43    Cowley, MDX 
Hope BOSWELL    Son U     22    Chair Sealer  Pe..., NTH 
Henrietta 
              BOSWELL    Dau  U     19    ..., CAM 
Cilianse BOSWELL    Dau  U     17    ..., ESS 
Joseph BOSWELL    Son         15    ... 
 
[Tent]                                                                                                                                                   / 
 
Hannah COOPER    Wife M    42    Chair bottomer  Bromley, KNT 
Mary COOPER    Dau U    16    Brighton, SSX 
Fanny COOPER    Dau        10    Moulsey, SRY 
Gentilia COOPER    Dau          9         do         do 
Wilson COOPER    Son          6    Norwood, SRY 
 
[Tent] 
 
Henry ALLEN    Head M    27    Horse dealer  Isleworth, MDX 
Catherine ALLEN    Wife M    29    ?Mosley Hill, BKM 
 
[Travelling Caravan] 
 
Solomon HERNE    Head M    64    Horse dealer  Aubrey, HRT 
Mercy HERNE    Wife M    69    Sarratt, HRT 
Lucy HERNE    G’dau U    14    Hammersmith, MDX 
 
[Tent] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
[corner of page missing] 
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  1862 28 January  birth of Esther  Original register 
  1862 2 March Finsbury, Charterhouse 

St. Thomas, MDX 
baptism of Esther Zechariah & Justina, Chair Bottomer, 8 Banks’s Court  White Cross St, born Janr. 28 Original register 

  1865 12 June 
 

birth of Leanival  Original register 
  1865 9 July Shepherd’s Bush, St. 

Stephens, MDX 
baptism of Leanival Zachariah & Justina, Knife Grinder, Latymer Road, born June 12th  Original register 

  1868 1 March Camberwell, St. 
Chrysostom, SRY 

baptism of Ranee Zechariah & Jestina, Gipsey, [no occupation given] Original register 

  1881 3 April Deptford St. Paul, KNT [as John] John BOSWELL    Head M    59    Pedlar   GLS 
Susan BOSWELL    Wife M    57    Rainham, ESS 

RG11 701 101v 

  1884 1st Quarter Greenwich, KNT death registered aged 64 GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Riley alias SMITH 
 

  1827 4 March Bole, NTT baptised son of Elijah & Harriet, Gipsy, Bole [as Herilah Boswell BOSWELL - sic] Original register 
  1848 6 October Kirton in Lindsey, LIN baptism of Ezria Riley & Vansey, Gypsys on Travel, [no occupation given] Original register 
c1850  Barrow, LIN birth of Israel SMITH   
  1851 1st Quarter Glandford Brigg, LIN birth of Eve registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1851 12 January South Ferriby, LIN baptism of Eve Ryley & Levancy SMITH, Gypsy, Abode for the time FreeREG 
  1853 5 July Kirton in Lindsey, LIN baptism of Mary Ann Charlotte 

 
Online family tree 

  1855 25 July Sheffield, YKS baptism of Aaron John & Vanney BOSWELL Parish register transcript 
c1858 

 
Malton, YKS birth of Mary 

  

  1864 1st Quarter Scarborough, YKS birth of Ellen registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1864 27 January Falsgrove, YKS baptism of Ellen 

 
Online family tree 

c1866 
 

Stockton on Tees, DUR birth of William 
  

  1869 3rd Quarter Stockton on Tees, DUR birth of Lementina registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1869 29 July Thornaby on Tees, DUR baptism of Lementina 

 
Online family tree 

  1871 2 April Bridlington, YKS 
 

Riley SMITH    Head M    45    Scissors Grinder  Bowl, NTT 
Nancy SMITH    Wife M    40    Hawker   Whittlesea, LIN 
Israel SMITH    Son U    20    Hawker   Barrow, LIN 
Aaron SMITH    Son        14    Sheffield, YKS 
Mary SMITH    Dau        12    Malton, YKS 
Ellen SMITH    Dau          6    Falsgrove, YKS 
William SMITH    Son          4    Stockton on Tees, DUR 
Lementina SMITH    Dau          1                do                 do 

RG10 4811 21 

  1873 1st Quarter Bridlington, YKS birth of Riley registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1873 31 July Everingham, St. Mary’s 

Catholic Church, YKS 
marriage of Eve Keley GRAY x, 26, Bachelor, Labourer, Pocklington, son of William, Deceased, Basket 

Maker = 
Evey SMITH x, 20, Spinster, Pocklington, daughter of Rayley, Horse Dealer 
[wit : Richard NICHOLSON / Hannah JESNEY x]                              By Certificate 

Original register 

  1873 3rd Quarter Pocklington, YKS marriage of Eve registered Keley GRAY = Evey SMITH GRO Index 



 

 

  1878 8 April Scarborough, YKS married Riley BOSWELL, son of Elijah = Frances SMITH, daughter of John Original register transcript 
  1878 2nd Quarter Scarborough, YKS marriage registered Riley BOSWELL = Frances SMITH GRO Index 
  1881 3 April Scarborough, YKS 

 
Riley SMITH    Head M    54    Fish Hawker  Nottingham 
Vancy SMITH    Wife M    50    House wife  Cambridge 
Mary SMITH    Dau U    20    Domestic   Malton, YKS 
Ellen SMITH    Dau        16          Do   Scarboro, YKS 
William SMITH    Son        14    Scholar   Stockton, DUR                   / 
Lementina SMITH    Dau        12    Scholar   Stockton, DUR 
Riley SMITH    Son          8        Do   Bridlington, YKS 

RG11 4802 87 
 
 
 
                   87v 

  1891 5 April Scarborough, YKS  Riley BOSWELL    Head M    64    Cutler   Bowl, NTT 
Nancy BOSWELL    Wife M    59    Hawker of Lace Work Whittlesea, CAM 
                            Tapes +c. 
Riley BOSWELL    Son S     17    Bridlington, YKS  

RG12 3963 94v 

  1896 1st Quarter Scarborough, YKS death registered aged 68 GRO Index 
  1896 28 March Scarborough, YKS buried aged 68, Scarbro Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Lyzivia 
 

  1827 22 March Newark, NTT baptised daughter of Thomas & Dambreitty Boswell/Trudgill, 3 
 

 
BOSWELL, Ephraim 

 
  1827 1 July 

 
birth 

 
Original register 

  1827 8 July Aston Juxta, St. Peter & 
St. Paul, WAR 

baptised son of Abram & Unity, Licensed Hawker, Green Lanes Bordersley in Tents. Born 1st 
Instant 

Original register 

  1858 
 

Bodmin, CRN in gaol Ephraim BOSWELL 25791 
31 
Single 
Basket Maker 
Abode or Birth Place : Aston, Birmingham 
Gaol employment : Cleaning 
Assaulting Elizabeth Venton. 
Pockmarked ; large eyebrows ; scars 

Bodmin Gaol Records, 
AD1676/4/5 

  1861 22 May 
 

birth of Louie Unity 
 

FreeREG 
  1861 26 May Bodmin, CRN baptism of Louie Unity Ephraim & Ann, Cane Worker, Gipsies, Tent in Kirland Lane, born 22 May FreeREG 
  1863 9 April Plymouth, St. Peter, DEV baptism of Agnes Mary Ephraim & Ann, Cabinet maker, 132 King King St [sic] Original register 
  1865 14 February 

 
birth of Abraham 

 
FreeREG 

  1865 4 April Phillack, CRN baptism of Abraham Ephraim & Ann, Cabinet Maker, Copperhouse, born 14 February FreeREG 
  1881 3 April Camborne, CRN [?as Arthur] ...Arthur TAYLOR   [Ldg] M    50    Hawker   IRE 

Ann TAYLOR     Do M    50         Do    Do 
Arthur TAYLOR     Do        43         Do   Camborne, CRN 
Unity BOSWELL     Do U    20         Do   Bodmin, CRN 
Agnes BOSWELL     Do U    18         Do   Plymouth, DEV     ... 
 
[Lodging House] 

RG11 2336 37v 

  1901 31 March Helston, Workhouse, 
CRN 

 
Ann BOSWELL    Pauper M    84    Pedlar   IRE     ... RG13 2233 73 

  1904 29 October Tregerest Methodist, 
CRN 

died aged 84 Cornwall Memorial 
Transcriptions 

  1904 4th Quarter Penzance, CRN death registered aged 84 GRO Index 
  1909 16 August Helston, CRN death of Ann aged 96, Workhouse, widow of Ephraim, a Licensed Hawker Death certificate transcript 
  1909 16 August Tregerest Methodist, 

CRN 
death of Ann aged 96 Cornwall Memorial 

Transcriptions 
 
 
BOSWELL, Charlotte 

 
  1827 29 July Harrow, St. Mary, MDX baptised daughter of George & Sarah, Brazier, Kenton Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

  1827 25 August Gamston by East Retford, 
NTT 

baptised son of Elijah & Charlotte Original register transcript 

  1850 6 May Laughton-en-le-Morthen, 
YKS 

baptism of Adam William & Betheah Original register transcript 

  1853 10 November about four miles from 
Retford, NTT 

found encamping and arrested 
 

The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 24 November 
1853, 8 

  1853 10 - 19 
November 

Retford, NTT in gaol 
 

The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 24 November 
1853, 8 

  1853 19 November Retford, NTT in magistrates court For several years past a notorious gang of Gipsies known as “Boswell’s Gang” has The Nottinghamshire 



 

 

infested this and the adjoining counties, living in tents and camping in the various bye 
lanes, &c., to the great annoyance of the farmers, on whose property serious damage 
has at various time been committed, not only by pilfering everything that came their 
way, but by destroying their fences for the purpose of making fires, &c., and although 
they have been continually routed by the police, no effectual stop could be made to 
them, owing principally to no one caring to strike the first blow. A short time since the 
police received orders when they found any of them camping in lanes, &c., to pass this 
lawless gang from one to another until they had passed them out of the county. On 
Thursday night week about 30 of the above gang were found encamping near the 
“Chequer House,” about four miles from Retford, and adjoining Mr. Holmes farm, where 
several potatoe pies had most likely been attracting their attention. Mr. Holmes not liking 
the looks of so formidable a gang so near his “pies,” set a man of the name of Merrils to 
watch their movements, and about midnight one of the gang came to the “pies” and 
began to help himself, takieg [sic] away with him several pecks. In formation was 
forwarded to Retford, and superintendant Martin with two constables repaired to the 
“encampment” and apprehended all the men and conveyed them to the police station at 
Retford. On Saturday last they were brought before the magistrates in petty sessions, 
when they gave their names as Elijah Bosw ll [sic], William Boswell, James Boswell, 
and Elijah Boswell, jun. Several of the leading farmers from off the forest were in 
attendance, and gave evidence of the annoyance they were subjected to by the 
prisoners now in custody, who had been camping about them at various times for years. 
W. Boswell was committed for trial at the ensuing sessions for stealing the potatoes, 
and the evidence not being so clear against the other three, they were committed to the 
House of Correction at Southwell for a month each, as rogues and vagabonds. Such 
effective measures as these will soon put a stop to these wandering and almost lawless 
vagabonds. 
 
  A ROYAL FAMILY. - There is in the county of Nottingham an extensive tribe of gipsies, 
headed by Elijah Boswell, who is styled the Gipsy King, a distinction which he is said to 
have lineally inherited from a long line of ancestors. Four of the tribe - viz., Elijah and 
three of his sons - got "into trouble" last week on account of some little matter of meum, 
and tuum, and were brought before the Retford bench of magistrates on Saturday, on a 
charge of felony, which ended in Elijah and two of his sons being sent to the treadmill 
for a month, and the other son being committed for trial. The Gipsy King has been 
married three times, and the following enumeration of his family is supplied from his 
own archives : - 1. Eliza, born among the ling in Mansfield forest ; 2. Henrietta, born in 
Thieves'-dale-lane, near Osberton ; Alfred, born in Treswell Back-Iane ; 4. Walter, born 
on Kneesall-green ; 5. Adelaide, born in a lane between Langwith and Pleasley ; 6. 
Henry, born in a lane near West Stockwith ; 7. Lucy, born under Firbeck-park-side ; 8. 
Adam, born on Walesby Breck ; 9. William, born in Gamston-wood ; 10. James, born in 
Layard's Leap, between Newark and Sleaford ; 11. Elijah, born near Sturton Highhouse 
; 12. Magnus, born in a lane, near Langford ; 13. Riley, born near Bole guide-post ; 14. 
Alice, born in a lane near Mattersey Gorse. 

Guardian, 24 November 
1853, 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Patriot, 28 November 
1853, 787 

  1854 28 March Owston, LIN baptism of Gehazi William & Bethiah, [no occupation given], Ekdyke [as Geharic] Original register 
  1857 1st Quarter East Retford, NTT birth of Adelina registered  GRO Index 
  1859 14 July Haxey, LIN baptism of Elijah William & Bithiah, Hawker, Westwoodside Original register 
  1861 7 April Carlton in Lindrick, NTT  William BOSWELL    Head M    37    Besom Maker  Gamston, NTT 

Bathia BOSWELL    Wife M    26    ?Eaksary, NTT 
Adam BOSWELL    Son         11    Laughton, YKS 
Elijah BOSWELL    Son          2    Haxey, LIN 
Gehazi BOSWELL    Son          7    Ferry, LIN 
Adley BOSWELL    Dau          5    Tuxford, NTT 
 
[In Tents  Red Lane] 
 
Jeremiah 
            BOSWELL    Head M    26    Besom Maker  Elksley, NTT 
Luretta BOSWELL    Wife M    30    LIN 
Hannah 
         S BOSWELL    Dau          1    Gainsbro, LIN 
 
[In Tents         Do     ] 

RG9 2420 17 

  1864 30 November Nun-Burnholme, YKS baptism of William William & Bithiah Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Israel 
 

  1827 30 September Longford, DBY baptised son of Phoenix & Trinity, a travelling Gypsy [straddles two columns] Original register 
  1859 12 August Newcastle Under Lyme, 

St. Giles, STS 
married Israel BOSWELL x, 31, Bale hanger [sic - FreeREG], Lower Street, Newcastle, son of 

Phoenix, Basket maker = 
Mary POVEY x, 15, Lower Street, Newcastle 
[wit : Joseph HOLDEN x / Pheasantis HOLDEN x] 

FreeREG 

  1861 
 

York, St. Cuthbert, YKS baptism of Sarah 
 

(ET) 
  1871 2 April Newcastle Under Lyme, 

STS 

 
Israel BOSWELL    Head M    43    Bellhanger   Sheffield, YKS 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife Do  26    Newcastle, STS 

RG10 2834 17 

  1871 3rd Quarter Newcastle Under Lyme, 
STS 

death registered aged 45 GRO index 



 

 

 
 

BOSWELL, Zillah 
 

  1827 13 December Castle Donnington, LEI baptised daughter of John & Sarah BOSWORTH Original register transscript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Anne 

 
  1847 1st Quarter Daventry, NTH birth of Naomi registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1847 24 March Preston Capes, NTH baptism of Naomi illegitimate daughter of Anne, gypsey Original register 
  1847 -- Pillerton Priors, WAR burial of Naomi infant, Gipsy Original register transcript 
  1847 2nd Quarter Shipston-on-Stour, WOR death of Naomi registered 

 
GRO Index 

 
 

BOSWELL, Thomas 
 

  1828 27 January Great Bookham, SRY baptised son of Thomas & Jane, Tinman, Gt Bookham Original register 
  1841 7 June Ranmore Common, Great 

Bookham, SRY 

 
Thomas BOSWELL         40    Tinplate worker   N 
Jane BOSWELL         40    N 
Eli BOSWELL         15    M S   Yes 
Thomas BOSWELL         14    Yes 
Alfred BOSWELL         12    Y 
Nehemiah BOSWELL          9    Y 
Matthew BOSWELL           7    Y 
Hannah BOSWELL           5    Y 
Mark BOSWELL           3    Y 

HO107 1071 1 3 

 
 

BOSWELL, John 
 

  1828 16 March Althorpe, LIN baptised son of Henry & Mary [= Solovino & Comfort], Gypsies, Amscotts FreeREG 
  1841 7 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS  Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 

Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 
Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
 
Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

HO107 1004 10 6 

  1891 5 April Oldham, LAN  John BOSWELL    Head S    60    Basket maker  n. k, LIN 
Sarah BOSWELL    Sis-in-l 
   W   62    Hawker of Baskets  Doncaster, YKS 
Elizabeth PARSELL    Niece S      ?    Stockton on Tees, YKS 
 
[off Limeside Rd  “Caravan”] 
 
Samson BOSWELL    Head M    37    Chair Bottomer (Cain) Congleton, CHS 
Elizabeth 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    37    Hawker of Baskets  Leeds, YKS 
Juliana BOSWELL    Dau S    19                do   Birkenhead, CHS  
John BOSWELL    Son S    12    Stockport, LAN  
Eli BOSWELL    Son         1          do         do 
 
[                     do                  ] 
 
Absalom SLACK    Head M    33    Horse Dealer        do         do 
Matilda SLACK    Wife M    35    Hawker of Baskets + Pegs Lincoln, LIN 
Samson SLACK    Son S    15    Whalley, DBY 

RG12 3307 42 



 

 

Delina SLACK    Dau S      8    Stockport, LAN 
Annie HARE    Sis-in-l 
   M    32    Hawker of Baskets + Pegs Balsover, NTT 
Antigres HARE    Neph S      9    Stockport, LAN 
Mary B. HARE    Niece         2    Hull, YKS 
 
[                     do                  ] 

 
 
BOSWELL, Rebecca 
 

  1828 23 March Dudleston, SAL baptised daughter of Israel & Sinah Dawson/Boswell, 53 
 
 
BOSWELL, Luarina 
 

  1828 30 March Oswestry, SAL baptised daughter of Perrin [= Aaron] & Matilda Dawson/Boswell, 53 
 
 

BOSWELL, Anne 
 

  1828 20 April Treswell, NTT baptised daughter of Lazarus & Alice, Gipsy, Treswell Original BT transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Asuba 
 

  1828 23 April Raithby-cum-Maltby, LIN baptised daughter of Louis & Delita Original register transcript 
  1834 - 
  1835 

October - 
January 

in a lane leading from 
Basford to Arnold, 
Lenton, NTT 

probably encamped  The Nottingham Review 
and General Advertiser for 
the Midland Counties, 30 
January 1835, 3 

  1835 January in a lane leading from 
Basford to Arnold, 
Lenton, NTT 

death of father   A KING OF THE GIPSIES. - Died, after an illness of fourteen weeks, near the Tinker 
house, in a lane leading from Basford to Arnold, in the parish of Lenton, on Friday, 
Lewis Boswell, aged 42 years. He was the leader or king of a tribe of gipsies, who have 
encamped in the lane for the last fourteen weeks, and rented some land adjoining, for 
their horses. On Sunday, such was the excitement of the adjoining towns, that the roads 
leading from Nottingham, Arnold, Bulwell, and Radford, to Basford, were thronged with 
visitors, all desirous of witnessing ‘his majesty’ lying in state ; in the afternoon the 
concourse of spectators had increased to several thousands. It was expected that he 
would have been interred at Basford, on Sunday, but ‘his faithful subjects’ decided that 
he should be interred at Eastwood, where he was taken on Monday. 

The Nottingham Review 
and General Advertiser for 
the Midland Counties, 30 
January 1835, 3 

  1835 26 January Eastwood, NTT burial of father aged 42 ET 
 
 
BOSWELL, Morgianna 
 

  1828 11 May Hibaldstow, LIN baptised daughter of William [= Ambrose] & Penella, Cutler, Hibaldstow FreeREG 
 
 

BOSWELL, Septimus 
 

  1828 15 June Long Wittenham, BRK baptised son of Solomon & Ann, Travelling Gypsy Original register transcript 
  1856 2nd Quarter Witney, OXF birth of Arabella registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1856 1 June Asthall, OXF baptism of Isabella Septimus & Sophia, Traveller, Asthall Leigh Original register 
  1856 24 September Fernham, BRK camped overnight  The Reading Mercury, 27 

September 1856, 4 
  1856 25 September Faringdon, BRK in magistrates court The police having received orders to apprehend all wanderers of this class found 

pitching their tents in this division, three of an old tribe, who have visited this locality for 
the last thirty years, named Silvester Smith, Hercules Smith, and Septimus Boswell, 
were apprehended at Fernham by Superintendant Riddiford, before the hour of cock-
crow, on Thursday morning last, and subsequently taken before the Rev. F. J. Cleaver, 
but the object being to break up the practice, and not punishment, they were 
discharged, after a strong admonition by the worthy magistrate, and informed that if 
brought before him again for a similar offence, the full punishment of three months’ 
imprisonment with hard labour, would be most certainly awarded them. 

The Reading Mercury, 27 
September 1856, 4 

  1857 6 October Faringdon, BRK in magistrates court Septerus Boswell, a gipsy, was brought up in custody, charged with gambling, on 
Tuesday last, in Faringdon, and was committed to gaol for six weeks, with hard labour. 

The Reading Mercury, 10 
October 1857, 4 

  1857 6 October - 
mid November 

 
in gaol 

 
The Reading Mercury, 10 
October 1857, 4 

  1858 2nd Quarter Bath, SOM birth of Sophia registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1858 10 May Bath, Trinity, SOM baptism of Elvira 

  

  1860 14 June Swinbrook, OXF baptism of Leonard Lupterus & Sanfine ? [sic], Vagrants [straddles two columns] Original register 
  1871 2 April Walcot, Bath, SOM 

 
Septimus 
              BOSWELL    Head M    39    Labourer   Evening, GLS 
Sinefy BOSWELL    Wife M    45    Hawker   So..., GLS 

RG10 2492 15 



 

 

Jessah BOSWELL    Dau        17    Scholar   Henley on Thames 
Joseph BOSWELL    Dau [sic]      10    Scholar   Bath, SOM 
Leonard BOSWELL    Son          8    Scholar   Layfield, OXF 

c1875 
 

Bath, SOM birth of Lizzy 
  

c1878 
 

Leafield, OXF birth of Walter 
  

  1881 3 April Walcot, Bath, SOM 
 

Moses SCARROTT    Head M    31    Linen Lifter & Hairdresser Bath, SOM 
Matilda 
            SCARROTT    Wife M    29    Hawker            “ 
Moses SCARROTT    Son U    11    Scholar            “ 
Matilda 
            SCARROTT    Dau  “       5          “            “ 
Theodore 
            SCARROTT    Son  “       3          “            “ 
Charles 
            SCARROTT    Son  “       2          “            “ 
Caroline 
            SCARROTT    Dau  “       6 mo            “ 
 
Septaria 
              BOSWELL    Head M    48    Basket Maker  Churchill, OXF 
Scenephy 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    50              “                   “ 
Disirah BOSWELL    Dau U    30    Hawker   Henley, OXF 
Vira BOSWELL       “  “     23          “   Bath, SOM 
Leonard BOSWELL    Son  “     21          “   Layfield, OXF     ... 
 
Celina BOSWELL    Head W    36    Pedlar   WIL 
John BOSWELL    Son U     12    Scholar   Bath, SOM 
Louisa BOSWELL       “  “       9          “             “ 
Darcas BOSWELL       “  “       6          “             “ 

RG11 2441 31v 

  1884 11 November Bath, St. Paul, SOM married Septimus BOSWELL = Sinfy BUCKLAND Buckland/Trudgill, 8 
  1884 4th Quarter Bath, SOM marriage registered Septimus BOSWELL = Sinify BUCKLAND GRO Index 
  1891 5 April Bath, St. James, SOM 

 
Septamus 
              BOSWELL    Head M    60    Labourer   Cirencester 
Stephanie 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    55       Corvan, GLS 
Leonard BOSWELL    Son S     21    Bristol 
Lizzy BOSWELL    Dau        15    Bath 
Walter BOSWELL    Son        12    Scholar   Layfield, OXF 
Hosea BOSWELL    Dau        32    Henley on Thames 

RG12 1934 80v 

  1901 31 March Bath, SOM [‘Kew. Wills’ written alongside 
Septimus’ name] 

Septarmis 
              BOSWELL    Head M    80    Hawker of Skewers  Aveling, GLS 
Siniphe BOSWELL    Wife M     70    Ludbroke, GLS 
Elizabeth 
              BOSWELL    Dau S     59    Hanley, STS 

RG13 2340 70 

  1904 2nd Quarter Bath, SOM death registered aged 75 [as Subterius] GRO Index 
  1913 1st Quarter Bath, SOM death of Sinfy registered aged 86 [as Cynthia] GRO Index 

 
 

BOSS, Elizabeth 
 

  1828 23 June St. Helens, St. Mary, LAN baptised daughter of Joseph & Eliza, Gypsey, Sutton Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Seth 
 

  1828 6 July Bleddfa, RAD baptised son of Samuel & Frances Original register transcript 
  1851 30 March Claverley, SAL  Saml  BOSWELL    Head M    65    Gipsey   Bedford 

Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    55          "      Wife  Warwick 
Buittanu BOSWELL    Dau U    30          "   Stafford 
Seth BOSWELL    Son U    22          "   WLS 
Delina BOSWELL    Dau U    25          "   Hundington 
Benj BOSWELL    Son U    18          "    LEI 
Pheby BOSWELL    Dau U    14          "   Warwick 
Matilda BOSWELL    Dau        13          "   DBY 
?Senell BOSWELL    Dau        12    see Summary  DBY 
 
[Sylehouse Green] 

HO107 1986 487v 

  1872 17 October Tamworth, St. Editha, 
STS 

married Seth BOSWELL, 28, son of Samuel = 
Esther BOSWELL, 22, daughter of Sampson LEE 

Original register transcript 

  1872 4th Quarter Tamworth, STS marriage registered Seth BOSWELL = Esther BOSWELL GRO Index 
  1881 3 April Walsall Foreign, Aldridge, 

STS 
[Esther noted as 'Lunatic'] Seth BOSWELL    Head M    52    Gipsy (Travelling)  Radnor, RAD 

Esther BOSWELL    Wife M    35    Condon, SAL 
 
Susannah LEE           Head W    60    Gipsy   Alvechurch, WOR 
Louisa LEE                 Dau U     40    Pershore, WOR 

RG11 2831 102 

  1902 4th Quarter Walsall, STS death registered aged 73 GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Arthur 
 



 

 

  1828 11 August Kirton in Lindsey, LIN baptised son of Thomas & Snow Ellen, Brazier & Tinker, Travelling Gypsey Original register 
 

 
BOSS, Newton aka Newcombe alias BOSWELL (‘Newty’) alias JONES, Barthy 
 

  1828 28 September Burton by Lincoln, LIN baptised son of William & Susan, Gypsy, at Burton Original register 
  1846 16 May Boston, LIN in magistrates court At a petty sessions held on Saturday last, two gipseys, named John Horring [sic] and 

Newcomb Boswell, were convicted before Henry Rogers, Esq., as rogues and 
vagabonds, and committed to prison to hard labour for a month. 

The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
22 May 1846, 3 

  1846 16 May - 
15 June 

?Boston, LIN in gaol  The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
22 May 1846, 3 

  1848 5 September Saxilby, LIN charged with horse stealing   BARTON. - At the justice-room, before the Rev. Charles Barton. - Bartie Jones and 
Annie, his wife, gipsies, were charged with stealing a mare, at Saxelby, on the morning 
of the 5th instant, the property of William Ostick. At the commencement of the 
investigation, Mr. Mackrill, solicitor, of Barton, who appeared on behalf of the prisoners, 
submitted to the bench that the charge against the female prisoner could not be 
sustained, inasmuch as the law considered that, in such cases as the present, the wife 
is presumed to act under the influence of her husband. Mr. Gee, who attended in the 
absence of Mr. Graburn, the magistrates’ clerk, said that he should not offer evidence in 
support of the charge against the woman, as her relation to the other prisoner was only 
just ascertained ; and she was thereupon discharged. The case was then proceeded 
with against the male prisoner. The plaintiff, on being sworn, stated that he missed the 
mare from his paddock on the morning already mentioned, and that he immediately 
gave information of the robbery, and bills were circulated offering a reward of 5l. 5s. for 
the recovery, and the apprehension and conviction of the offenders - that he had 
subsequently seen the animal in Barton, in charge of the superintendent of police, and 
that he immediately identified her as his property. Several witnesses from Barton and 
Yorkshire swore positively that they saw the mare in question in possession of the 
prisoner, in the various places through which he passed, in company with some female 
gipsies, and their concurrent testimony was not in the slightest degree shaken by cross-
examination. Mr. Batty, the Barton superintendent of police, stated that he traced the 
prisoners from Barton waterside to Guisborough, in Yorkshire, where he apprehended 
both him and his wife at a lodging-house, but the mare was not then to be found. 
Having secured his prisoners, he brought them in custody to Barton, and lodged them in 
the new lock-up ; he had previously given instructions to Mr. Roberts, superintendent of 
police at Scarboro’, to keep a sharp look-out after the mare, as he had reason to 
suppose she was secreted somewhere in that locality. Mr. Mackrill objected to Mr. 
Batty’s statement being received as evidence, beyond the mere fact of his 
apprehending the prisoner at Guisborough ; at the same time he passed a high 
eucomium upon the zeal and perseverance which Mr. Batty had shown from the time he 
received the information of the robbery to his taking the prisoner into custody. The 
bench decided against Mr. Mackrill’s objection, but appended a note of it at the foot of 
the examination. Mr. Roberts, superintendent of police at Scarboro’, stated that on the 
17th inst. he received information from a farmer named Baker, that he had heard the 
faint neigh of a horse or mare on the rocks, at a place called Barnscliff, near Scarboro’, 
but that there was no animal in sight - that he and Baker subsequently ascended the 
rocks, and found the mare of which he was in search, on an outer ledge of a ridge of 
rocks, with her four feet tied together, whereby it was impossible to walk about, and 
that, from the appearance of her feet, which were actually fly-blown, it was evident she 
had used great exertions to free herself - that there was not a blade of grass nor a drop 
of water within her reach, and that she must have been there, without sustenance of 
any kind, from the 9th to the 16th instant ! - that it was utterly impossible she could have 
got to the place where she was discovered after her feet had been tied, but that she 
must have been secured in the manner described upon her reaching the ledge on the 
rocks. Mr. Mackrill cross-examined the several witnesses with considerable skill and 
ingenuity but failed to invalidate their testimony in any important particular. The prisoner, 
upon being asked by the bench if he had anything to say, merely replied, “not just now.” 
Mr. Barton then said he must stand committed to take his trial at the next Lincoln 
assizes, for felony, and the prosecutor and witnesses were bound over for their 
appearance. There were several gipsies, both male and female, present during the 
proceedings, and, upon hearing that their associate was committed for trial, 
commenced a wild and terrifying howling. The mare, which excited a vast deal of 
curiosity, was tied to the railings in front of the justice-room during the hearing of the 
case ; she is of a dark colour, with three white feet, and white face ; the latter, however, 
had been stained with something, evidently for the purpose of disguising her. She did 
not appear much the worse for the long abstinence which she had undergone, although 
her legs, from the tightness of the ligatures with which they had been bound, were very 
much excoriated. Her value was stated to be from 20l. to 25l. The case created much 
interest. 

The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
9 September 1848, 3 

  1848 5 September Barton-upon-Humber, LIN   The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
9 September 1848, 3 

  1848 ?9 September Guisborough, YKS arrested in a lodging house  The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
9 September 1848, 3 

  1848 ?9 September - 
9 March 

Barton-upon-Humber, LIN in gaol  The Lincolnshire Chronicle, 
9 September 1848, 3 



 

 

  1849 9 March Lincoln, LIN at the Assizes   BARTHY JONES, 20, was indicted for having stolen at Saxilby, on the 5th Sept. inst, a 
mare the property of Wm. Ostick. - Mr. Wilmore conducted the prosecution, and Mr. 
Flood the defence. - It appeared that the mare was a half-bred animal with three white 
legs and a white face ; she was seen by the prosecutor and his apprentice in a close at 
Saxilby on the 4th Sept., on which day there was an encampment of gipsies in the 
neighbourhood, part of which remained on the 5th, and did not remove till the 6th. The 
mare was missed on the 5th ; and on that morning the prisoner was seen with two 
horses and two women at Barton, between 30 and 40 miles distant. He crossed in the 
ferry-boat to Hessle, taking with him one of the women and the two horses, one of the 
latter being Mr. Ostick’s mare, the identity of which was proved by Wm. Richards, of 
Barton, and Thos. Higgs, one of the ferrymen. The identity was likewise proved by Wm. 
Wardin, of Hessle, and Wm. Wilson, butcher, of Scarborough, which place the prisoner 
reached on the 7th ; but at that time the white face had been painted red or raddled ; 
the prosecutor thought it had been stained with blackberry juice. - Abraham Batty, 
superintendent constable of Barton, having heard of Mr. Ostick’s loss, and having 
learned that the prisoner had crossed the ferry with a mare like that which had been 
stolen, went in pursuit, and traced the prisoner to Beverley, Cottingham, Driffield, 
Sledmore, Scarboro’, and across the moors to Guisboro’ ; it was ascertained that the 
mare had been with the prisoner at Scalding, near Scarboro’, but beyond that place the 
animal could not be traced. - The services of Rd. Roberts, superintendent of police at 
Scarboro’, (who assisted in apprehending the prisoner at Guisboro’,) were then 
engaged, and he initiated a search on the moors which lasted from Monday until the 
following Sunday. At length, Roberts got among the rocks at Barns Cliff, and having 
heard what seemed to him the neighing of a horse, he climbed down the crags, and 
discovered on a ledge of the rocks the mare with its fore legs and its hind legs tied, and 
very weak and exhausted for want of food ; the mare’s legs were cut at the part where 
they were tied, and the sores caused thereby were fly-blown. On getting the animal from 
the cliff, it snapped ravenously at the leaves of trees and everything it saw in the shape 
of food. It was brought back into Lincolnshire, and returned to the prosecutor. - In behalf 
of the prisoner, Mr. Flood dwelt upon the fact that the mare was found at a place many 
miles distant from the town where the prisoner was apprehended, and contested that it 
was very probable the witnesses who said they saw the prisoner with the mare at 
Barton and other places were mistaken as to his identity. - Guilty : ten years’ 
transportation. - Mr. Wilmore applied for the costs of pursuing the prisoner which had 
been incurred by Batty and Roberts, and the Judge allowed them. - Before the prisoner 
was removed, an elderly gipsy-looking man, who was said to be his father, stood up in 
the body of the court, and vehemently implored the Judge to reverse the sentence ; and 
at the same time a female of the gipsy tribe screamed out and then fainted. The court 
remained in a state of commotion till the prisoner and the swooning female were taken 
away. 

The Lincoln, Rutland and 
Stamford Mercury, 16 
March 1849, 4 

  1849 9 March passim Lincoln, LIN in gaol  The Lincoln, Rutland and 
Stamford Mercury, 16 
March 1849, 4 

  1849 2nd Quarter Louth, LIN birth of Cashmere registered  GRO Index 
  1849 29 April Louth, LIN baptism of Cashmere Newcomb & Angelina, Basket maker, Louth Original register 
  1849 12 June Lincoln, LIN  Advised with the Gypsey Jones, he saw his friends yesterday and is in much better 

spirits and expresses himself determined...to attend to the chaplain and schoolmaster. 
Journal of the Rev. Henry 
Richter, Lincoln Gaol 
Chaplain, 12 June 1849 ; 
given by JM & SM. 

  1849 12 July Lincoln, LIN baptism of Cashmere Baptised the child of the Gypsy Convict Jones by the name of Cashmere, the mother 
and grandmother of the child attending the prisoner, the child’s father being present by 
permission of the Visiting Magistrate. The interchange of feeling seemed soothing to all. 
The grandmother gave the prisoner some good advice as to his present condition and 
behaviour with regard especially to religion. [thinking of God and trusting in him. The 
scene was affecting and calculated to be beneficial may it be so. - additional quote in 
Good Taste (Autumn/Winter 2013)] 

Journal of the Rev. Henry 
Richter, Lincoln Gaol 
Chaplain, 12 July 1849 ; 
given by JM & SM. 

  1852 3rd Quarter Hackney, MDX death of Cashmere registered  GRO Index 
  1852 19 September Hackney, St. John, MDX burial of Cashmere aged 3, Hackney Wick Original register 
  1855 29 September Hobart, TAS married Barthy JONES, of full age, Coachman = Elizabeth COTTER, minor, Servant 

[wit : Elizabeth MILLER / Ellen JONES x]                                                   License 
Original register 

  1880 12 March Young, NSW at the Quarter Sessions [as Barthy JONES - convicted of horse stealing and given thirteen months imprisonment 
with hard labour] 

(JM & SM) 

  1880- 
  1881 

12 March - 
April 

Young, NSW in gaol  (JM & SM) 

  1885  not known, ENG  [returned briefly to England and took Angelina back to Australia] (JM & SM) 
  1885 November Victoria, NSW arrived back in Australia Barthy JONES      Age 55    Birth year 1830 

Angelina JONES   Age 55    Birth year 1830 
 
Arrived in Victoria on the ship Iberia, November 1885 

Victoria Inward Passenger 
Lists 1839 - 1923 

c1898  Launceston, TAS  aged about 65, a travelling Gypsy knife-grinder Bodleian Library, Adams 
letter, 1912 

  1901 26 February Launceston, TAS gave evidence at an inquest At the River View Hotel yesterday afternoon an inquest was held, before Mr. Coroner 
Whitfeld and a jury of seven, of whom Mr. A. H. Horne was foreman, to enquire into the 
death of Patrick Cassidy, a middle-aged man, who died suddenly at his residence in 
William-street early in the morning. Angelina Macdonald deposed that she had been 

The Examiner [Launce-
ston], 27 February 1901, 5 



 

 

living with Patrick Cassidy, who was about 53 years of age and a native of Tasmania, 
for about eleven years. He had not been in good health for some time past, and lately 
had a cold on his chest. He was drinking about a fortnight ago for a few days. Deceased 
had some supper at 10.40 p.m. on Monday, and afterwards complained of feeling 
unwell ; she then gave him a cup of tea with ginger in it, and he went to sleep. At 3 a.m. 
he awoke, and was coughing very much. He got up and went out to the yard. He asked 
for some hot water, and she made a fire to get some, but when it was ready at about 4 
a.m. she found him dead on the bed. Newton Boss, who rented a room from the 
previous witness, stated that he heard deceased say at about 4 a.m. that he was dying. 
He was coughing very much. Deceased had been drinking heavily lately. Dr. Thompson 
deposed that he saw Cassidy early in the month, and he advised him to go into the 
hospital. He was drinking very much at the time. Witness saw him again the next day, 
but had not seen him since. He had viewed the body, and came to the conclusion that 
death was due to heart failure, induced by alcoholic poisoning. The jury, without retiring, 
returned a verdict in accordance with the medical testimony. 

  1901  Beaconsfield Estate, 
NSW 

involved in an assault [as Barthy JONES] Police Gazette 

  1909  Forbes, NSW death  [as Bartholomew JONES, parents Reilley & Susan] Australian Death Index 
 
 
BOSWELL, Festus Agrippa 

 
  1828 12 October Weston Zoyland, SOM baptised son of Edward & Phillis, Traveling Gipsies, Kilmington  Somerset Original register 
  1839 

 
Bodmin, CRN in gaol Matilda BOSWELL 8628 

13 
Single 
 
Festus BOSWELL 8629 
11 
Single 
 
Nathan BOSWELL 8630 
6 
Single 

Bodmin Gaol Records, 
AD1676/1/2 

 
 

BOSWELL, Cinderella 
 

c1828 
 

 birth daughter of Samuel & Hannah 
 

  1841 7 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS  Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 
Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 
Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
 
Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

HO107 1004 10 6 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mize 
 

c1828 
 

not known, MDX birth 
  

c1850 
 

Plumstead, KNT birth of Holy 
  

c1851 
 

Eltham, KNT birth of Andrew 
  

  1861 7 April Bexley, KNT 
 

James DYTON    Head M    50    Chair Mender  Baskell Heath, KNT 
Dianah DYTON    Wife M    43    Barking, ESS  

RG9 465 75v 



 

 

Barzennether 
                 DYTON    Dau U    22    Close Peg Maker  Parish N K, KNT 
Solerman DYTON    Son        11           do          do 
Eliza DYTON    Dau        10    Plumstead, ESS 
Noah DYTON    Son          9    Plaxtell, KNT 
Delilah DYTON    Dau          8         do       do 
Nat DYTON    Son          7         do       do 
 
Mize BOSWELL    Head W    32    Door Mat Maker  Parish N K, MDX 
Holy BOSWELL    Son        10    Plumstead, KNT 
Andrew BOSWELL    Son          9    Eltham, KNT 
 
William COOPER    Head M    50    Door Mat Maker  N K 
Eliza COOPER    Wife M    40    N K 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mize 
 

c1828 
 

not known, LIN birth son of Solovina 
 

 
 

BOSS, Silvester 
 

c1828 
  

birth son of Riley Original register transcript 
  1851 24 March Kirkby, St. Chad, LAN married Silvester BOSS x, 23, Bachelor, Horse Dealer, Kirkby, son of Riley, Brazier = 

Notavena SMITH x, 21, Spinster, Kirkby, daughter of Elijah, Brazier 
[wit : Thomas HEYES / Miomi BOSS x] 

Original register transcript 

  1851 March Cuerdley, LAN charged with encamping 
 

The Liverpool Mercury, 21 
March 1851, 224 

  1851 March Prescot, LAN in magistrates court Joseph Boss, Louis Boss, Sylvester Boss, and Edward Boss, a gang of gipsies, were 
brought up under the Vagrant Act for encamping at Cuerdley, having no visible means 
of subsistence. Various petty depredations having been committed in the 
neighbourhood, complaints were made to the police, and this led to their arrest. They 
were discharged on promising to leave the county forthwith. 

The Liverpool Mercury, 21 
March 1851, 224 

 
 
BOSS, Thomas 
 

  1848 18 December Thorner, St. Peter, YKS baptism of Fambridge Thomas & Susan, Scissor-grinder, Barwick in Elmet Original register 
  1855 18 December Kirkby Wharf, YKS baptism of Jane Thomas & Susan Original register transcript 
  1857 20 April  birth of Widance  Original register 
  1857 17 May Bankfoot, St. Matthew, 

YKS 
baptism of Widance Thomas & Susan, Tinner, Bankfoot. [Born] April 20th 1857 Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Evyrippe Gulvado 
 

  1829 4 January Newton, Isle of Ely, CAM baptised child of Cinderella, Gipsy, of this Parish Original register transcript 
  1829 28 January March, CAM buried infant daughter of Culvater & Cinderella BOS late HALL, gipsies. In hoc nomine dubito [I 

have doubt of this name] [as Exeriphas] 
Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Tryphena 
 

  1829 29 April Nottingham, NTT baptised daughter of John & Sarah Boswell/Dawson, 52 
 
 

BOSWELL, Isaiah 
 

  1829 10 July Portsea, St. Mary, HAM baptised son of John & Sophia Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSVILE, Obedience 
 

  1829 9 August Conisbrough, YKS baptised daughter of Maria Original register transcript 
 
 
BOSWELL, Eleanor 

 
  1829 30 August 

 
birth 

 
Original register 

  1829 6 September Byfield, NTH baptised daughter of WIlliam & Susannah, Tinker + Grinder, Helmdon, born 30 Augt Original register 
c1854  Warwick, WAR birth of Santy SMITH 

 
 

  1855 3rd Quarter Banbury, OXF birth of Ann BOSWELL 
registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1855 29 July Balscote, OXF baptism of Ann Ellen BOSWELL, Gypsy, Byfield  Northamptonshire [= ?Senty SMITH - ET] Trudgill/Butler, 6 



 

 

  1858 14 June 
 

birth of Arthur SMITH 
 

Original register 
  1858 23 June Whitnash, WAR baptism of Arthur Ellen SMITH, Basket Maker, Whitnash (Pasture Road). Born 14 June in the Pasture 

Road 
Original register 

c1859  Warwick, WAR birth of Tracy Ann SMITH 
 

 
  1864 18 April Besford, WOR baptism of Louisa Frederick & Ellen SMITH Original register transcript 
  1868 23 June Stoulton, WOR baptism of Sally Frederick & Ellen SMITH Original register transcript 
  1871 2 April Halesowen, WOR  Frederick SMITH    Head M    52    Basket maker  Salgrif, NTH 

Eleanor SMITH    Wife M    42    Clothes peg maker  Byfield, NTH 
Santy SMITH    Dau U    16                  do  Warwick, WAR 
Arthur SMITH    Son U    14         do         do 
Tracy Ann SMITH    Dau        11         do         do 
Louisa SMITH    Dau          7         do         do 
Sarah SMITH    Dau          3         do         do 

RG10 3020 111v 

  1871 25 June Hagley, WOR baptism of Alice SMITH Frederick & Ellen, Basketmaker, Vagrant Trudgill/Butler, 6 
  1876 24 July Hasbury, WOR marriage of Centie Alfred LOVELL or LOVERIDGE, 25, Gipsy Basket Maker, Hanbury, son of Spencer 

LOVELL, Basket Maker = 
Cente SMITH, 24, Hanbury, daughter of Frederick, Basket Maker  
[wit : Lewis Arthur SMITH / Mary DOUGLAS]                                               Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1901 31 March Halesowen, WOR [Frederick is a widower] Arthur SMITH    Head M    39    Railway Navvy  Leamington, WAR 
Susan SMITH    Wife M    38    Hawker Clothes pegs Cradley Heath, STS 
Horaceiram SMITH    Son S     18    Labourer ^Iron^ Tube Works Halesowen, WOR 
Lavinia SMITH    Dau S     17    Seamstress Carriage Factory        do           do  
Sidney SMITH    Son S     12           do           do 
Amelia SMITH    Dau        11           do           do 
Dennis SMITH    Son          7           do           do 
Horace SMITH    Son          5           do           do 
Alfred SMITH    Son          2           do           do 
Hewit SMITH    Son        11 mo          do           do 
Frederick SMITH    Fath W    91    Not Known 
Sidney SMITH    Neph S     15    Button Worker (Labourer) Droitwich, WOR 

RG13 2750 15v 

 
 

BOSWELL, Erydina 
 

  1829 5 December Langwith, DBY baptised illegitimate daughter of Charlotte SMITH & Elijah BOSWELL, Chair= =bottomer, In a 
Gypsy Temt 

Original register 

 
 
BOSWELL, Noah 
 

  1849 11 November Barnstaple, Holy Trinity, 
DEV 

baptism of John ?Almond Noah & Jane, Travellers Gypsies, Travellers by the road side Original register (ET) 

 
 
BOSWELL, Samuel alias BOSWORTH 

 
  1849 29 July Chellaston, DBY baptism of Caroline Samuel & Gravellina BOSWORTH, Gipsies, Travellers Original register 

 
 

BOSWELL, Subterius 
 

c1829 
  

birth 
  

  1904 2nd Quarter Bath, SOM death registered aged 75 GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Okey alias SMITH 
 

  1830 3 January Sutton cum Lound, NTT baptised son of Elijah & Alice, Traveller Original register transcript 
  1830 17 January Babworth, NTT baptised son of Lazarus & Harriet, Traveller, Babworth, born 14 January [as Asher] FreeREG 
  1854 25 September Scotter, LIN baptism of Mazaneel child of Ochee & Maraneel, Gipsy, Scotter Original register 
  1859 7 November Fledborough, NTT married Okey SMITH x, of full age, Bachelor, Gypsy, Fledborough, son of Lazarus BOSWELL, 

Gypsy = 
Merianel BOOTH x, of full age, Spinster, Gypsy, Fledborough, daughter of Sydney 
SMITH, Gypsy 
[wit : Magnus SMITH x / Mary Ann SMITH x] 

Original register (JM) 

  1859 4th Quarter East Retford, NTT marriage registered Okey SMITH = Meranul BOOTH GRO Index 
  1859 14 November Fledborough, NTT Meraniel witness to marriage 

of brother-in-law 
Magnus SMITH x, of full age, Bachelor, Gypsy, Fledborough, son of Lazarus 
BOSWELL, Gypsy = 
Mary Ann SMITH x, of full age, Spinster, Gypsy, Fledborough, daughter of William 
GRAY, Gypsy 
[wit : Merianel SMITH x / Samuel SMITH x] 

Original register (JM) 

  1860 9 September Haxey, LIN baptism of Henrietta Victoria Okey & Maraniel SMITH, Vagrant, Retford Original register (JM) 
c1862 

 
Morton, Gainsborough, 
LIN 

birth of Edingale 
  

c1873 
 

Lincoln, LIN birth of Charles 
  

  1901 31 March Clayworth, East Retford,  Hookey SMITH    Head M    64    Brush Maker  Rag + Bone Retford RG13 3117 57v 



 

 

NTT                                   Dealer 
Maraniel SMITH    Wife M    75    Not Known 
Charles SMITH    Son S    26 
William BOOTH    Son S    40    Rag + Bone Dealer  Tipton Haxey 
Hannah SYKES    Dau-in-l 
   S    35    Crowle, LIN 
Albert SMITH    G’son       12    Treswell, NTT 
Hookey SYKES    G’son         8    Crowle, LIN 
Sementie SYKES    G’dau         2 mo    Goole, YKS 
 
[Wheatley Road] 

  1909 
 

Retford, NTT in magistrates court as 
complainant 

Another decrepit horse was the cause, a few days later, of Hookey Smith, a Gypsy of 
Spital Hill, Retford, suing a local hawker for thirty shillings, the amount for which the 
animal had been purchased.  Smith, who was a very old man and a cripple, had to be 
carried in and out of the court. 

‘Affairs of Egypt - 1909’, 
JGLS [exact details 
unknown] 

  1911 2 April Retford, NTT [married - 50 years 
 children born alive - 11 
 children still living  - 6] 
 
[Okey & Charles = ‘Afflicted’] 

Mr Okey SMITH    Head M    70    Traveller  Hawker of Pots, Parish of sutton 
                          Earthenware, +c 
Merayanial SMITH    Wife do   75    Traveller       do  Ragbey, NTT 
Edeningirl SMITH    Dau S     51    Traveller       do  Morton near Gainsborough 
Charle SMITH [sic]    Son S     37    Traveller       do  Lincoln 
Render SMITH    G’son S     28    Traveller       do  Route near Doncaster 
John SMITH       Do S     54    Traveller       do  Scarborough 

RG14PN 20185 

  1912 1st Quarter Gainsborough, LIN death registered aged 80 [as Hookey] GRO Index 
  1915 3rd Quarter East Retford, NTT death of Merianal registered aged 90 [as Mariania SMITH] GRO Index 

 
 

BOSWELL, Emmanuel 
 

  1830 3 February Clarborough, NTT baptised son of Felix & Trinity, Gipsey Tinker, Spital Hill Original BT transcript 
  1830 February Clarborough, NTT buried Infant, son of Felix, Spital Hill Original BT transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Alfred 
 

  1830 28 February Great Bookham, SRY baptised son of Thomas & Jane, Tinman, Tanner’s Hatch  Gt Bookham Original register 
  1841 7 June Ranmore Common, Great 

Bookham, SRY 

 
Thomas BOSWELL         40    Tinplate worker   N 
Jane BOSWELL         40    N 
Eli BOSWELL         15    M S   Yes 
Thomas BOSWELL         14    Yes 
Alfred BOSWELL         12    Y 
Nehemiah BOSWELL          9    Y 
Matthew BOSWELL           7    Y 
Hannah BOSWELL           5    Y 
Mark BOSWELL           3    Y 

HO107 1071 1 3 

 
 

BOSWELL, Nelson aka Joseph alias BOSS 
 

  1830 11 April Hampton Lovett, WOR baptised son of Moses & Tranit Original register transcript 
c1848  Repton, STS birth of Louisa   
  1851 23 February Barton in Fabis, NTT baptism of Sarah Nelson & Jane, Tinkers, Travelling Gipsies Original register 
  1852 2 November Mickleover, All Saints, 

DBY 
baptism of Elias Nathan & Rhoda, Gipsy, [abode=] None. P: Original register 

  1852 8 November Spondon, DBY baptism of Elias Nelson & Jane, Knife Grinder, Traveller Original register 
  1853 ?January Woodborough, NTT charged with slaughtering a 

sheep 
 The Nottinghamshire 

Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1853 29 January Nottingham, NTT in magistrates court Samson Boswell, Nelson Boswell. and Samuel Boswell, were charged by Mr. George 
Robinson, of Woodborough, with slaughtering a sheep, his property. An imprint of the 
boots of two of the prisoner, Samson and Nelson, was traced from the public-house 
where they were apprehended to the place where the sheep was slaughtered. No 
evidence being adduced to implicate Samuel Boswell, he was discharged. Mr. 
Superintendent Burrows applied for a remand of the other prisoners, in order that he 
might produce further evidence. The application was granted. 

The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1853 29 January – 
3 February 

Nottingham, NTT in gaol  The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1853 3 February Nottingham, NTT in magistrates court Samson and Nelson Boswell, two men who were on Saturday remanded until to-day, 
charged by Mr. George Robinson, of Woodborough, with having slaughtered a sheep, 
his property, were liberated. The magistrates were of the opinion that no doubt could 
exist of their moral guilt, but the evidence was not sufficient to warrant their conviction. 

The Nottinghamshire 
Guardian, 3 February 
1853, 6 

  1854 2nd Quarter Burton upon Trent, STS birth of Emily registered  GRO Index 
  1855 4th Quarter Burton upon Trent, STS death of father registered            GRO Index 
  1855 12 November Etwall, DBY burial of father aged 70            Original register transcript 
  1856 24 March Etwall, DBY baptism of Urania Nelson & Jane, Gipsey, Etwell Original register 
  1856 2nd Quarter Burton upon Trent, STS birth of Leoranie registered  GRO Index 
  1858 20 September Twyford, DBY baptism of Shandrus Nelson & Jane, Gipsy, Twyford Original register 



 

 

  1861 7 April Shenstone, STS [as Joseph] Joseph BOSWELL    Head M    30    Tinker   N.K. 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife Do   30 
Louisa BOSWELL    Dau        12 
Sarah BOSWELL     Do         10 
Goliah BOSWELL    Son          7 
Emily BOSWELL    Dau          6 
Eurania BOSWELL     Do          5 
Shandres 
              BOSWELL    Son          3 
Sophia BOSWELL    Dau          1 
 
Rabi Rudolphus (alias  
  Benjm) BOSWELL    Head M    28 
Elivira BOSWELL     Wife Do   27 
Rabi Rudolphus  
           BOSWELL jn               4    Aldridge Lane, STS      
Laura 
       Ada BOSWELL           1¼     Walsall Wood Comm, STS 
 
[Gipsies located for the Night of April 7 in Biddle’s Field Lane] 

RG9 1975 29 

  1861 4th Quarter Cheadle, CHS birth of Charles registered  GRO Index 
  1861 12 November Stapenhill, DBY baptism of Charles Nelson & Jane, Cutler, Stapenhill Original register 
  1861 14 December Breadsall, DBY baptism of Charles Nelson & Jane, No settled abode, Gipsies Original register 
  1871 2 April Hulland Ward, DBY  Nelson BOSWELL    Head M    38     Traveling Grinder  Swinington, STS 

Jane BOSWELL    Wife M    40    Selby, YKS 
Luesa BOSWELL    Dau U    23    Repton, STS 
Sarah BOSWELL    Dau U    21    Barlow, NTT 
Elias BOSWELL    Son       16    Mickleover, DBY 
Emila BOSWELL    Dau       14    Noel, DBY 
Norana BOSWELL    Dau       13    Mickleover, DBY 
Charley BOSWELL    Son         8    Sulbury, STS 
 
[Hill Cliff Lane, Caravan No 1] 
 
Sampson 
             BOSWELL    Head M    44    Traveling Grinder  Solsbury, OXF 
Caroline BOSWELL    Wife        30    Melbourn, DBY 
Vasta BOSWELL    Dau        10    Mira, LEI 
Walter BOSWELL    Son          4    Takenal, DBY 
Mary BOSWELL    Aunt W    65    Dunningham, LIN 
Isiah BOSWELL    Neph M    36    Mickleover, DBY 
 
[Do, Caravan No 2] 
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  1876 18 November Derby, DBY drinking with other Gypsies  The Derby Mercury, 22 
November 1876, 8 

  1876 19 November Derby, DBY charged with manslaughter The death of a man named George Ride under very strange and suspicious 
circumstances is at the present engaging the attention of the borough police. The 
deceased man was about 36 years of age, and was by trade a blacksmith, his father 
residing at Shottle. He had formed a connection with the gipsy Boswells, and was the 
father of three children by one of the tribe. Early on Sunday morning Nelson Boswell, 
brother to the woman who passes as Mrs. Ride, came  to the police station in company 
with the woman and informed the police that Ride had died suddenly at their travelling 
van, which has been standing in a field just off the Nottingham-road. In the middle of the 
day the couple came again, and asked that the body should be taken to a public house 
for the inquest, and seemed disinclined that it should be brought to the dead house. 
This placed the police on the alert, and the enquiries were diligently pursued till they 
resulted in the arrest of Nelson Boswell on Monday afternoon. The skull of the 
deceased man is terribly fractured, with great depression of some parts of the bone. 

The Derby Mercury, 22 
November 1876, 8 

  1876 21 November Derby, DBY in magistrates court   On Tuesday (yesterday) morning the prisoner, Nelson Boswell, was brought before the 
Borough Bench, the Mayor being in the chair. 
  The prisoner is a true gipsy in appearance, and is between 30 and 40 years of age ; 
he did not appear much moved by the position in which he found himself ; on passing 
into the dock, merely a shade of disquiet passed over his sallow features. He is 
described as a horse-dealer, but this appears to be only one of the occupations 
followed by the prisoner. Mr. Briggs appeared for his defence... 
  The Bench decided to remand the man till Tuesday. 
  On hearing this the prisoner made a polite flourish with his hat and was taken to the 
cells. 

The Derby Mercury, 22 
November 1876, 8 

  1876 21 November Derby, DBY at coroner's inquest   Mr. Coroner Vallack held the inquest at 3 o'clock in the afternoon at the Guildhall... 
  The Jury returned a verdict of "Manslaughter" against Nelson Boswell. 

The Derby Mercury, 22 
November 1876, 8 

  1876 21-28 November Derby, DBY in gaol   
  1876 28 November Derby, DBY in magistrates court   Yesterday the prisoner was again brought up before the Borough Bench... 

  The prisoner was then committed for trial for manslaughter. 
The Derby Mercury, 29 
November 1876, 8 

  1876 28 November - 
6 December 

Derby, DBY in gaol   

  1876 6 December Derby, DBY at the Assizes   Nelson Boswell was charged with the manslaughter of George Ride, at Derby, on the 
18th of November last. 
  Mr. Horace Smith prosecuted ; Mr. Buzzard defended the prisoner. 
  The prisoner belongs to a gipsy tribe, and the deceased man Ride, though not a gipsy, 

The Times, 1 December 
1876, 11 



 

 

had lived with the prisoner's sister for some years. On the night in question those three 
persons were drinking and quarrelling in the Liversage publichouse, on the Nottingham-
road. They left, however, soon after 10 o'clock, on apparently friendly terms the prisoner 
taking with him a glass bottle containing half a pint of ale. Soon after, a scream was 
heard by a man named Oakes, who lived in the neighbourhood. He ran to the spot and 
found the deceased lying in the road, having previously heard the woman say, "If you 
strike my husband again, I will strike you between the two eyes." A policeman, too, who 
had come to the spot, swore that the woman said to the prisoner, "You may well go, 
after striking my husband and knocking him down." 
  The deceased man was taken to the gipsy encampment, but no evidence was given to 
show the exact time of his death. 
  Mr. Foulds, surgeon, who was called to make a post-mortem examination the middle 
of the next day, deposed that there were no external marks of violence upon the 
deceased, but that the skull was fractured on the right side, and that in his opinion this 
fracture was caused by a blow from some blunt instrument, and not from a fall ; and that 
the bottle above mentioned was likely to inflict such injury. 
  The gipsy woman, however, swore that her husband fell down ; that this caused his 
death ; and that her brother did not strike deceased at all. She denied, moreover, 
having made use of the words attributed to her by the other witnesses, and seemed 
most anxious to secure the acquittal of the prisoner. 
  The jury, after some consideration, returned a verdict of Not Guilty. 

  1891 5 April Derby, St. Werburgh, 
DBY 

 Nelson BOSWELL    Head M    59    Horse Dealer  Newcastle-und-Lyne 
Jane BOSWELL    Wife M    59    Licensed Hawker  Lincoln, LIN 
Elias BOSWELL    Son        36    Horse Dealer  Mickleover, DBY 
Samson BOSWELL    Neph M    62            Do   Northampton 
Caroline BOSWELL    Niece M    50    Melbourne, DBY 
Walter BOSWELL    G'neph S     23    Horse Dealer  Birmingham, WAR 
Nelson BOSWELL    G'neph S     18    Wolverhampton, STS 
Johnnie BOSWELL    G'neph S     15    Castle Donnington, DBY 
Thomas BUTLER    Vis M    34    Horse Dealer  Old Basford, NTT   
Vashti BUTLER    Vis M    27    Myra, LEI 
Annie BUTLER    Vis        11    Hicknall Torkert, NTT 
Nellie BUTLER    Vis          8         Do         Do 
 
[By Slack Lane (In Caravan)] 

RG12 2731 81 

  1894 10 May Derby, DBY charged with allowing a pony 
to stray 

 The Derby Mercury, 30 
May 1894, 7 

  1894 29 May Derby, DBY in magistrates court Nelson Boswell was summoned for allowing his pony to stray in Heyworth-street on the 
10th of the present month. Police-constable Hector proved the case, and the defendant, 
who lives in a van in Slack-lane, was fined 1s and costs. 

The Derby Mercury, 30 
May 1894, 7 

  1894 4th Quarter Derby, DBY death registered aged 63 GRO Index 
 
 
BOSWELL, Aaron 

 
  1830 18 April Rand cum Fulnetby, LIN baptised son of Moses & Esther, Chair Mender, Strangers on Travel Original BT 
  1841 7 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS  Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 

Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 
Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
 
Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

HO107 1004 10 6 

  1848 1 June Brassington, DBY buried aged 18, Brassington Original register 
 
 



 

 

BOSWELL, Amariah 
 

  1830 7 May Beoley, WOR baptised daughter of Aaron & Matilda, Tinman, Wolverton, Bucks Original register 
 
 
BOSWELL, John 

 
  1830 3 October 

 
birth 

 
Original register transcript 

  1830 17 October Exminster, DEV baptised son of Edward & Phillis, Gipsey, Do [= Exminster], born 3 October Original register transcript 
  1840 

 
Bodmin, CRN in gaol Edward BOSWELL 8775 

60 
Married 
Number of Children : 9 
Ratcatcher 
Abode or Birth Place : Bristol 
 
Phillis BOSWELL  8776 
62 
Married 
Number of Children : 9 
Wife of Edward 
Abode or Birth Place : Bristol 
 
Seth BOSWELL  8298 
27 
Single 
Horse Dealer 
Abode or Birth Place : Wells 
Assaulting and robbing Mary Billing. Acq[uitted]  
 
Phillis junior BOSWELL 8777 
24 
Single 
Child of Edward 
Abode or Birth Place : Exeter 
 
Caroline BOSWELL 8778 
21 
Single 
Child of Edward 
Abode or Birth Place : Lyme 
 
Josiah BOSWELL 8779 
16 
Single 
Razor Grinder  Son of 8775 
 
Robert BOSWELL 8780 
16 
Single 
Razor Grinder  Son of 8775 
 
Josiah BOSWELL 8781 
15 
Single 
Basketmaker  Son of Edward 8775  
Abode or Birth Place : Bristol 
 
John BOSWELL  8782 
8 
Single 
Basketmaker  Son of Edward 8775  
Abode or Birth Place : Axminster 

Bodmin Gaol Records, 
AD1676/1/2 

 
 

BOSWELL, Erdydina alias SMITH 
 

  1830 5 December Upper Langwith, DBY baptised daughter of Elijah BOSWELL & Charlotte SMITH Original register transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Anthony 
 

c1830 
 

Worksop, NTT birth 
  

c1857 
 

Thorpe, YKS birth of Alfred 
  

  1861 March Worksop, NTT birth of Evergreen 
  



 

 

  1861 7 April North Frodingham, YKS 
 

Francis SMITH    Head M    25    Tramp   Boston, LIN 
Eliza SMITH    Wife M    23    Macclesfield, CHS 
Francis SMITH    Son          2    Town not known, LIN 
Eliza SMITH    Dau          1mo    Worksop, NTT 
Anthony BOSWELL    Head M    30    Tramp         Do       Do 
Elizabeth 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    24          Do       Do 
Alfred BOSWELL    Son          3    Thorpe, YKS 
Evergreen 
              BOSWELL    Son          1mo    Worksop, NTT 
 
[Easley’s Farm   In Mr Busby’s Stable] 

RG9 3606 26 

 
 
BOSWELL, Duriah 

 
  1850 14 April Gillingham, KNT baptism of Delaney Duriah & Elizabeth Original register transcript 

 
 
BOSWELL, Francis  

 
c1830  not known, LIN birth son of Thomas & Temperance  
  1861 7 April Herwaen, Aberdare, GLA  Thomas BOSWELL    Head M    70    Grinder   Lona..., BRK 

Amberess 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    64         Do s wife  WAR 
Francis BOSWELL    Son U    30    Basket Maker  LIN 
Unoithy BOSWELL    Dau U    24    Servant   WOR 
Jeremiah 
              BOSWELL    Son U    22    Basket Maker  SAL 
Spizeyna BOSWELL  Dau U    20    Servant    Do 
Elizah BOSWELL    Dau U    16    Basket Maker  GLA 
Heraind BOSWELL    Son U    15             Do       Do 
Lewis LOVILL    Bdr U    21             Do     STS 
?Delranina LOVILL     Do   U    15    Servant     MON 
Essevix BOSWELL    G’dau U    13         Do       Do                                     / 
Charity LOCK    Bdr U      5    CAR 
Albert LOVEILL      “ U      7    FLT 

RG9 4069 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 20v 

 
 

BOSWELL, ?Hairoswall 
 

c1830 
  

birth son of Solovino & Comfort 
 

  1841 7 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS  Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 
Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 
Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
 
Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

HO107 1004 10 6 

 
 

BOSS, Louis 
 

c1830 
  

birth 
  

  1848 11 January Spilsby, LIN at the Assizes Aged 17 
Imperfect education 
Charged with receiving stolen goods 

Criminal Registers 1791 - 
1892 



 

 

Verdict : Not Guilty 
  1848 13 May Blyton, LIN baptised Louis & Alice BOSWELL, Travelling Gipsey, Blyton Carr Original register 
  1867 28 May Yoxall, DBY charged with trespass 

 
The Derby Mercury, 12 
June 1867, 6 

  1867 6 June Burton upon Trent, DBY in magistrates court Joseph Smith, John Sellers, William Sherriff, Isaiah Boswell, and Louis Boswell, gipsies, 
were charged with trespassing on the highway, in the parish of Yoxall, on the 28th ult. 
Police-constable Wheaver found the defendants camped on the highway leading to 
Rangemoor. The band consisted in all of 57 men, women, and children, with 18 horses, 
three asses, and nine vehicles. They had lighted several fires on the roadside. The 
constable stated to the Bench that the farmers had made complaints of the damage 
they sustained through these persons pulling down their fences. A penalty of 2s. 6d. 
and 6s. 2d. costs was inflicted in each case ; in default 14 days' hard labour. 

The Derby Mercury, 12 
June 1867, 6 

  1867 6-20 June not known, DBY in gaol 
 

The Derby Mercury, 12 
June 1867, 6 

 
 

BOSWELL, Mazerian 
 

c1830 
  

birth 
 

FreeREG 
  1847 10 December Winterton, LIN buried aged 17, A Travelling Gypsy, Winterton FreeREG 

 
 

BOSWELL, Riley aka William 
 

  1830  Whittlesey, CAM baptised son of Clerk & Aleaf, Travellors Original register transcript 
  1841 7 June Spalding, LIN 

 
Clark BOUSWELL         55    Cutler   N 
Moses BOUSWELL         25    Grinder   N 
John BOUSWELL         20    Fidler   N 
Thomas BOUSWELL          25    Grinder   N 
William BOUSWELL        20        do   N 
James BOUSWELL         20        do   N 
Mary BOUSWELL         15    Needle Woman  N 
Isabella BOUSWELL        15              do   N 
Rile BOUSWELL         12    Grinder   N 
?Dasalare BOUSWELL          8    Y 
Sampson BOUSWELL          2    N 
Cindarella BOUSWELL        30    Needle Woman  N 
Escia BOUSWELL         15    Grinder   N 
Elias BOUSWELL         18        do   N 
 
[enumerated adjacent to a public house] 

HO107 610 6 15v 

  1858 7 August  birth of Synaminta  Original register 
  1858 15 August Shepherds Bush, St. 

Stephens, MDX 
baptism of Synaminta Reilly & Ann, Chair mender, Latymer Road. Born August 7th  Original register 

c1860 ?December Kingsland, MDX birth of Louisa   
  1861 10 February West Hackney, MDX baptism of Doanna William Riley & Ann, Wire-maker, William Street Original register 
  1861 7 April Hackney, MDX [as Ridley] Ridley BOSWELL    Head M    34    Com Traveller  Crumpton, CAM 

Anne BOSWELL    Wife M    26    Laundress          do 
Clementa 
            BOSWELL    Dau          3    Kingsland, MDX 
Louisa BOSWELL    Dau          3mo           do 

RG9 155 49v 

c1862  Paddington, MDX birth of Lottie   
  1866 19 August Norland, Kensington, St. 

James, MDX 
baptism of Sanspearilla Reilly & Ann Original register transcript 

  1871 19 August Barnet, St. Mimms, Christ 
Church, MDX 

married Riley BOSWELL x, Bachelor, full age, Chair mender, Barnet, son ot John, Cutler = 
Eliza SMITH x, Spinster, full age, Barnet, daughter of Jacob, Labourer 
[wit : George DAVIS x / Alice DAVIS x]                                                         Banns 

Original register 

  1871 3rd Quarter Barnet, MDX marriage registered Riley BOSWELL = Eliza SMITH GRO Index 
  1872 2nd Quarter Bath, SOM birth of Lewis Plato registered  GRO Index 
  1872 26 May Bath, Holy Trinity, SOM baptism of Lewis Plato Riley & Eliza Original register transcript 

(ET) 
  1874 4th Quarter Ledbury, HEF birth of Alfred registered  GRO Index 
  1878 7 April Hereford, HEF marriage of Dueane Thomas PERKINS, 21, son of Thomas = 

Dueane POWELL, 18, daughter of Riley BOSWELL 
Original register transcript 
(ET) 

  1881 3 April Hereford, All Saints, HEF [as William] William BOSWELL    Head M    45    Cutler (Grinder)  Whittlesea, CAM 
Eliza BOSWELL    Wife M    38    Layham, SFK 
Elias BOSWELL    Cou U    56    Labourer   Worcester 
Agnes POWELL    Dau do   21    General Serv.  Nottinghill, MDX 
Plato BOSWELL    Son          8    Scholar   Bath 
Alfred BOSWELL     do          6        do   Farrington, HEF 

RG11 2593 12 

  1890 2nd Quarter Hereford, HEF death of Eliza registered aged 47 GRO Index 
  1891 5 April Holmer (Within), HEF  Riley BOSWELL    Head W    52    Cutler   Coates, CAM 

Lottie PERKINS    Dau M    29    Paddington, LDN 
Elias BOSWELL    Bro M    65    General Labourer  Birch, WOR 
Thomas PERKINS    Son M    39          Do        Do  St Ouecus, HEF 
Henry PERKINS    G'son           6 
Alice FREEBURY    Bdr S     24    General Servant  Monmouth, MON 

RG12 2060 61 

  1901 31 March Holmer, HEF  Riley BOSWELL    Head W    63    Cutler   HEF RG13 2482 91v 



 

 

Henry BISHOP    Ldg M    41    Labourer (General)  Wellington, HEF 
Emily BISHOP    Ldg M    40    HEF 

  1911 2 April Hereford, Union 
Workhouse, HEF 

 ...Riley BOSWELL   [Inmate] W    82   [Formerly] General Lab Not Known     ... RG14PN 15716 

  1913 4th Quarter Hereford, HEF death registered aged 83 GRO Index 
 

 
BOSWELL, Samuel 

 
c1830  Looe, CRN birth   
c1859  Bridgwater, SOM birth of Samuel   
c1861  not known, JER birth of Henry   
c1862  Helston, CRN birth of Alice   
c1865  not known, GUE birth of William   
c1866  Cha..water, CRN birth of Sisley C.   
  1871 February Rudruth, CRN birth of Mary   
  1871 2 April Redruth, CRN 

 
Robert SMALL    Head M    20    Chair mender  Looe, CRN 
Alice SMALL    Wife M    21    Hawker   Penryn, CRN 
Robert H. SMALL    Son U    18 mo  “         “   GUE, Channel Islands 
Odessa SMALL    Niece U    15        “         “   Milhook, CRN 
 
Samuel BOSWELL    Head M    40    Chair mender  Looe, CRN 
Charlotte 
             BOSWELL    Wife M    29    Hawker   Hatherley, DEV 
Samuel BOSWELL    Son U    11        “         “   Bridgwater, SOM 
Henry BOSWELL    Son U      9        “         “   JER 
Alice BOSWELL    Dau U      8        “         “   Helston, CRN 
William BOSWELL    Son U      5        “         “   GUE 
Sisley 
        C. BOSWELL    Dau U      4        “         “   Cha..water, CRN 
Mary BOSWELL    Dau U      2 mo  “         “   Redruth, CRN 

RG10 2316 66v 

 
 

BOSWELL, William 
 

c1830  Wedgeley, WOR birth   
  1871 
 

2 April Willenhall, STS  Robert BOSWELL    Head M    48    Pedlar   Wedgeley, WOR 
Mary BOSWELL    Wife M    47       do   N. K. 
Caroline BOSWELL    Dau U    22       do   Sedgley, STS 
Orlando BOSWELL    Dau U    20       do   Westbromwich, STS 
Zuba BOSWELL    Dau U    15       do   Bilston, STS 
John BOSWELL    Son        13       do    Wednesbury, STS 
Rebecca 
              BOSWELL    Dau        11        do   Moseley Hole, STS 
 
[Mosely Hole Lane] 
 
William BOSWELL    Head M    40        do   Wedgeley, WOR 
Mary 
      Ann BOSWELL    Wife M    38        do   Oldbury, WOR 
 
[              “              ] 

RG10 2945 21v 

 
 

BOSS, Zuba 
 

c1830  Louth, LIN birth daughter of Sarah  
c1848  not known, STS birth of Zuba   
  1851 ?January East Keswick, YKS birth of Mary   
  1851 30 March East Keswick, YKS  John BOSWELL    Head M    25    Travelling Grinder  Stafford 

Zuba BOSWELL    Wife M    21    Louth, LIN 
Zuba BOSWELL    Dau          2    Stafford 
Mary BOSWELL    Dau          2 m    East Keswick, YKS 
Sarah BOSSWELL    Moth-in-l 
   W   57    Hawker   Little Breckel, BKM 

HO107 2352 358 

 
 
BOSWELL, James 

 
  1831 16 January Penn, BKM baptised son of George & Sarah Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Corolenia 
 

  1831 26 February 
 

birth 
 

FreeREG 
  1831 20 March Horkstow, LIN baptised son of Samuel & Hannah, Tinker, Wandering Gipsy Original register 

 
 



 

 

BOSWELL, Sarah 
 

  1831 19 March Warsop, NTT baptised daughter of Israel & Mary, Potter, Travelling FreeREG 
 
 
BOSWELL, Sarah 

 
  1831 29 March Pembridge, HEF baptised daughter of Richard & Catherine Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSWELL, Amariah 
 

  1831 7 May Beoley, WOR baptised daughter of Aaron & Matilda, Tinman, Wolverton, Bucks Original register 
 
 

BOSS, George 
 

  1831 15 May Laceby, LIN baptised son of George & Rebecca, Traveller, Laceby FreeREG 
 
 

BOSWELL, Sydney 
 

  1831 -- July Walesby, NTT baptised son of Elijah & Harriet Dawson/Boswell, 101 
  1859 14 March Danby, YKS married Sydney BOSWELL, Clothes Peg Maker, son of Elijah, Besom Maker = 

Ellen CHARLOTT, Travelling Clothes Peg Seller, daughter of John 
Dawson/Boswell, 101 

  1860 8 January York, St. Cuthbert, YKS baptism of Edmund Sidney & Ellen Original register transcript 
  1881 3 April Scarborough, YKS 

 
Sydney BOSWELL    Head M    53    Grinder   Retford 
Ellen BOSWELL    Wife M    59    N K 

RG11 4802 87 

  1891 5 April Scarborough, YKS 
 

Sydney BOSWELL    Head M    52    Scissors Grinder  Nottingham 
Ellen BOSWELL    Wife M    60    Hawker   Ganby, LEI [sic] 

RG12 3963 93 

  1895 3rd Quarter Scarborough, YKS death of Ellen registered aged 65 GRO Index 
  1899 4th Quarter Scarborough, YKS marriage registered Sidney BOSWELL = Elizabeth ARROWSMITH GRO Index 
  1901 31 March Scarborough, YKS 

 
Sydney BOSWELL    Head M    60    Scissor Grinder  Nottingham, NTT 
Elizabeth 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    40    Hawker   York, YKS 

RG13 4529 29v 

  1909 4th Quarter Scarborough, YKS death registered aged 66 [as Sidney] GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, James 
 

  1831 13 October Louth, LIN baptised son of Edward & Margaret, Basket-Maker, Louth Original register 
  1841 7 June Louth, LIN 

 
Edward BOSWELL         30    Basket-m   Y 
Margaret BOSWELL        30    Y 
James BOSWELL         10    Y 
William BOSWELL           6    Y 
Joseph BOSWELL           4    Y                                         / 
Samuel BOSWELL             2    Y 
Ann SMITH         13   F.S.   Y 

HO107 639 16v 
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  1851 30 March Louth, LIN 
 

Edward BOSWELL    Head M    45    Basket Maker (emplg 1 man) Gayton le Wold, LIN 
Margaret 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    44    Sth Kelsey, LIN 
James BOSWELL    Son U    19        Do’s app   Louth, LIN       
William BOSWELL    Son U    15             Do       do       “ 
Joseph BOSWELL    Son        13    Scholar       
Samuel BOSWELL    Son        11          Do       do       “ 
Mary BOSWELL    Dau          9          Do      do       “ 
Paul BOSWELL    Son          6          Do       do       “ 

HO107 2111 441 

  1856 3rd Quarter Louth, LIN marriage registered James BOSWELL = Ann KIRKHAM GRO Index 
  1857 4th Quarter Louth, LIN birth of Mary Jane registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1864 2nd Quarter Louth, LIN birth of Benjamin Edward 
registered 

 
GRO Index 

  1868 1st Quarter Louth, LIN birth of Francis Joseph & 
Margaret Ann registered 

[Twins] GRO Index 

  1868 12 January Louth, LIN baptism of Francis Joseph & 
Margaret Ann 

James & Ann, Basket Maker, Fish Shambles Original register 

  1871 2 April Louth, LIN 
 

James BOSWELL    Gead M    39    Basket Maker  [Louth, LIN] 
Ann BOSWELL    Wife M    40    Kelstern, LIN 
Mary J BOSWELL    Dau        13    Scholar        Louth, LIN 
Benjamin 
         E BOSWELL    Son          7          Do        Do     Do  
Francis 
          J BOSWELL    Son          3          Do       Do     Do 
Margaret 
          A BOSWELL    Dau          3          Do       Do     Do 
Eva BOSWELL    Dau          9 mo        Do     Do 

RG10 3401 72v 

  1872 4th Quarter Louth, LIN birth of Harriet Ellen registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1875 3rd Quarter Louth, LIN birth of Paul registered 

 
GRO Index 



 

 

  1877 4th Quarter Louth, LIN death of father registered aged 72 GRO Index 
  1881 3 April Louth, LIN 

 
James BOSWELL    Head M    49    Basket Maker  Louth, LIN 
Ann BOSWELL    Wife M    51        “       Wife  Kelstern, LIN 
Mary 
     Jane BOSWELL    Dau U    23        “        daughter  Louth, LIN 
Benjamin 
          E BOSWELL    Son U    17    Basket Maker       “        “ 
Francis 
    Josh BOSWELL    Son U    13    Scholar        “        “ 
Margaret 
          A BOSWELL    Dau U    13    Twins  Do          “        “ 
Harriet 
          E BOSWELL    Dau U      8    Scholar        “        “                            / 
Paul BOSWELL    Son U      5    Scholar   Louth, LIN 

RG11 3261 160 
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  1898 4th Quarter Louth, LIN death registered aged 68 GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Phoenix aka John alias WAINWRIGHT 
 

  1831 16 November Newark, NTT baptised son of Phoenix & Traynet, Travelling Brazier FreeREG 
  1831 31 December Horkstow, LIN baptised son of Viney & Comfort, Scissor Grinder, Wandering Gipsey Original register 
  1841 7 June Whiston in Kingsley, STS  Samuel BOSWELL          30    Grinder   N 

Hannah BOSWELL          35    N 
Cinderella BOSWELL         12    N 
Caroline BOSWELL            9    N 
Thomas BOSWELL            6    N 
Sartubla BOSWELL            5    N 
John Delina BOSWELL                 4    No 
Simon Milward BOSWELL           3    No 
Comfort BOSWELL          55    Mat maker  No 
 
William BOSWELL          20    Grinder   No 
George BOSWELL          15    Y 
Mary BOSWELL          15    N 
Faith BOSWELL          15    N 
Rodaman BOSWELL         14    N 
John BOSWELL          12    N 
?Hairoswall BOSWELL         10    N 
Phenix BOSWELL            9    N 
Othamore BOSWELL           5    Y 
 
Moses BOSWELL          35    Grinder   N 
Esther BOSWELL          35    N 
Salen BOSWELL          15    Y 
Charlote BOSWELL          15    N 
Henry BOSWELL          10    N 
Aron BOSWELL          10    N 
Surender BOSWELL           8    Y  
Manama BOSWELL           6    N 
Maneyar BOSWELL           4    N 
Adam BOSWELL            2    N 
Eliza BOSWELL            1 month   N 

HO107 1004 10 6 

  1851 31 March Gainsborough, LIN 
 

...Cornelius 
              BOSWELL   [Ldg] U    15   [Vagrant] (Tinman + Grinder) Rochdale, LAN 
Phoenix BOSWELL   [Ldg] U    21         Do                     -  Newark, NTT... 
 
[lodging house, Bridge Street] 

HO107 2120 191 

c1854 
 

Sheffield, YKS birth of Emma [Phoenix & Maria - ET] ET 
  1855 11 April Coppenhall, CHS baptism of Ann Nora Felix & Maria, Grinder, Itinerant, P[rivately] Original register 
  1855 12 August Kirkby, St. Chad, LAN baptism of Misa Fennix & Sarah, Cutler, A ?boatfaring [sic = ?wayfaring] Man Original register transcript 
  1856 5 November Astbury, Holy Trinity, 

Mossley, CHS 
baptism of Walter Felix & Maria, Chair=Menders Alias Gipsies, Macclesfield when ?Statery [= ?Stationary] 

were on the tramp at the time & Child ill. [Chairmenders alias Gipsies, Macclesfield 
when stationary  were on the tramp at the time - & child ill, Churched - BT] 

Original register 

  1856 4th Quarter Leek, CHS death of Walter registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1858 31 January Dalton, YKS baptism of Sarah Ann Phoenix & Istramia, Gipsy, A lane in the District of Dalton Original register transcript 
  1859 12 February West Bromwich, STS in magistrates court At the Public Office, on Saturday last, a young shrewd fellow, giving the name of Felix 

Boswell, was charged with uttering a base shilling, at Mr. Underhill’s, Spon Lane 
Tavern. It was shown that on searching Boswell several counterfeit coins of different 
denominations were found upon him. As to one of these, a bad half-crown, the prisoner 
said, “I had that to make solder with to mend pots.” From the statements made to the 
Bench by Inspector Holland, this spurious coin merchant is connected with a gang of 
five others, who have for some time infested the district, and who have been successful 
in their nefarious practices. Mr. Holland further explained to the Bench that some of the 
bass money now produced had been cast from moulds of which a large old copper half-
penny was the basis. This coin is exactly the size and weight of a florin, and is therefore 
useful to the coiner. Police-constable Allen, who apprehended Boswell, explained why 
time was required in this case for further evidence, and at the Inspector’s request the 
tinker and brazier, who made a speech by way of defence, was remanded for a week. 

The Birmingham Daily 
Post, 14 February 1859, 4 

  1859 12 - 19 February West Bromwich, STS in gaol 
 

The Birmingham Daily 
Post, 14 February 1859, 4 



 

 

c1860 
 

Sheffield, YKS birth of Semiranda 
  

  1863 30 April 
 

birth of Walter 
 

Original register 
  1863 4 May Wincle, CHS baptism of Walter Phœnix & Mary Ann, Grinder, Travelling Gipsy, born April 30th Original register 
  1864 27 September Askham Richard, YKS baptism of Mary Anne Phoenix & Sarah Original register transcript 
  1867 2nd Quarter Newport, SAL birth of George registered [as WAINEWRIGHT] GRO Index 
  1867 30 June Gnosall, STS baptism of George Phenix & Sarah WAINWRIGHT Original register transcript 
  1868 12 July Northwich, Union 

Workhouse, CHS 
death of father aged 62, Witton [as Phoenix] Original register 

  1868 3rd Quarter Northwich, CHS death of father registered aged 62 [as Phoenix] GRO Index 
  1868 15 July Witton, CHS burial of father aged 62, Witton [as Phœnix] Original register 
  1869 20 September Fillongley, WAR baptism of Jane Phoenix & Sarah Original register transcript 
  1871 2 April Minshall Vernon, CHS 

 
Phoenix BOSWELL    Head M    40    Tinman   Sheffield, YKS 
Sarah BOSWELL    Wife M    40    Stourport, WOR 
Messial BOSWELL    Son U    18    Tinman   Sheffield, YKS 
Sarah BOSWELL    Dau        14    Sheffield, YKS  
Semiranda 
              BOSWELL    Dau        10    Sheffield, YKS 
Mary A BOSWELL    Dau          7    Sheffield, YKS 
George BOSWELL    Son          3    Sheffield, YKS 
Jane BOSWELL    Dau          1    Sheffield, YKS 
 
[in a caravan] 
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  1872 14 January Macclesfield, St. Peter, 
CHS 

baptism of Lavinia-delia- Phenix & Honora, Labourer, Windmill Street [at extreme left - ‘Gipsy’] Original register 

  1874 15 April 
 

birth of Rowarasba  Original register 
  1874 22 April Mobberley, CHS baptism of Rowarasba Felix & Honor, Grinder, Mobberley, born April 15 Original register 
c1876 

 
Buxton, DBY birth of Ann Nora  

 

  1877 22 January Leek, STS bought items from Henry 
Johson 

 The Staffordshire Sentinel 
and Commercial & General 
Advertiser, 10 February 
1877, 6 

  1877 7 February Leek, STS in magistrates court as 
witness 

Henry Johnson...was charged with stealing a shawl, two aprons, and an umbrella, the 
property of Sarah Ann Davenport, and a pair of boots and a basket, the property of 
Matilda Thompson [on 20 February]...Felix Boswell, basket maker, Timbersbrook, 
deposed that at about one o’clock on the 22nd ult., prisoner sold him the shawls and 
boots. 

The Staffordshire Sentinel 
and Commercial & General 
Advertiser, 10 February 
1877, 6 

  1881 3 April Bloxwich, STS [as Felix] Albert SMITH    Head M    26    Gipsy   Buck Pool, STS 
Harriet SMITH    Wife M    25         “   Slandwell, LIN 
Nathaniel SMITH    Son          2 mo   “   Bloxwich, STS 
 
[1 Gipsys Camp] 
 
Nathaniel SMITH    Head M    48    Gipsy   Brinklow, WAR 
Drucilla SMITH    Wife M     50    Archester, NTH 
Keziah SMITH    Dau U    15    ?Kinder, STS                     / 
Albert LOCK    G’son          1    Gipsy   Bloxwich, STS  
 
[2 Gipseys Camp   Gipsys Tent] 
 
Samuel HURN    Head M    38    Gipsy   Windham, NFK 
Matilda HURN    Wife M    40         “   Hartlebury, NTH 
 
[3 Gipsy Waggon] 
 
John HURN    Head M    60    Gipsy   Helson, NTH 
Jemima HURN    Wife M    65         “   Little Storton, BDF 
Manfield HURN    Son U    23         “   Wilford, NTH                           
Cudnet HURN    Dau U    30         “   Ringstead, NTH 
Stephen HURN    Son U    22         “   Ely, CAM 
 
[4 Gipsy Camp] 
 
Felix BOSWELL    Head W    57    TravellingTinker  Sheffield, YKS 
Mary A BOSWELL    Dau U    16              “   ?Little Harcross, YKS 
George BOSWELL    Son        12    Mosel, STS 
Jane BOSWELL    Dau        10    Finnaley, WAR 
 
[5 Gipsy Camp] 
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                    53 

  1882 13 February Wilmslow, CHS baptism of Aaron & Phoebe 
Ann 

Felix & Honor, Basket Maker, no fixed abode, P.B. Original register 

  1883 12 March Lower Peover, CHS baptism of Maude Phoenix & Hannah, Gipsy, Manchester Original register 
  1887 10 January Farnworth with Kearsley, 

St. John the Evangelist, 
LAN 

marriage of George George BOSWELL x, 25, Bachelor, Basket Maker, Farnworth, son of Phoenix, Basket 
Maker = 
Gravelina SMITH x, 28, Spinster, Hawker, Farnworth, daughter of George, Basket 
Maker 
[wit : William GORTON x / Christina GORTON]                                            Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1891 5 April Earlestown, Newton in 
Makefield, LAN 

[as John] George BOSWELL    Head M    27    Licensed Hawker  Leek, STS 
Plancetia 
              BOSWELL    Wife M    26    Northwich, CHS 
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[Newton Common (in Caravan)] 
 
John BOSWELL    Head        65    Licensed Hawker  LIN 
Hannah BOSWELL    Wife M    50    Wolverhampton, STS 
Noah BOSWELL         16    Wimslow, CHS 
Ann Nora BOSWELL        14    Buxton, DBY 
Maud BOSWELL           9    Stockport, CHS 
 
[Newton Common (in Tent + Caravan)] 

  1892 20 June St. Helens, LAN in magistrates court as 
complainant 

A young married gipsy named Nathan Boswell was charged at St. Helens, on Monday, 
with having abducted Ann Nora Boswell, daughter of Phoenix Boswell, the head of a 
tribe of gipsies, the girl being, as stated in the information, under the age of eighteen 
years. Chief Constable Wood stated that the father took out a warrant on Friday. The 
girl had made a statement, which he handed to the magistrates. He added that he was 
afraid they would not be able to get a copy of the register of her birth. She had 
produced a certificate granted by the Manchester police, showing she was nineteen 
years of age. Prisoner was her cousin. The father was called, and said his complaint 
was that his daughter ran away with a married man, neglected her parents, and made 
away with the goods she took. The Clerk : That is your complaint against your daughter, 
not against the prisoner. Witness : One is as bad as the other. She was sixteen on the 
29th of last April. She has had her age put wrong in her certificate. Witness could not 
produce a copy of the register to show her age, and as the girl produced a certificate in 
which her age was put down as nineteen the prisoner was discharged. The girl went 
away evidently well pleased with the result of the proceedings. 

The Leicester Chronicle, & 
Leicestershire Mercury, 25 
June 1892, Supplement, 1 

  1894 1st Quarter Chorlton, LAN marriage of Ann Norah 
registered 

Walter BOSS = Ann Norah BOSWELL GRO Index 

  1897 1st Quarter Altrincham, CHS death of Honor registered aged 55 GRO Index 
  1897 2 February Bowden, CHS burial of Honor aged 55, Hale Original register 
  1911 2 April Higher Openshaw, LAN [married - 14 years 

 children born alive - 7 
 children still living  - 3] 
 
[married - 4 years 
 children born alive - 2 
 children still living  - 1] 
 
[married - 50 years 
 children born alive - 9 
 children still living  - 5] 
 
 
 
[married - 35 years 
 children born alive - 15 
 children still living  - 9] 

Edward BOSWELL    Head M    37   Hawker (Gipsy Pedlar) Altrincham, CHS 
Ted BOSWELL    Son        13    Northwich, CHS 
Denis BOSWELL    Son        11    Salford, LAN 
Centrelina 
          BOSWELL    Dau          4    Stockport, LAN 
Samuel SMITH    Ldg M    25    hawker (General)  Sandbach 
Annie Daisy SMITH    Ldg M    24    Ponypool, S WLS 
Mathew SMITH    Ldg          2    Stockport, LAN 
 
Phoenix BOSWELL    Head M    80    Basket + Clothes Peg Maker Nottingham, NTT 
Maria BOSWELL    Wife M    70    Chester, CHS 
Maud BOSWELL    Dau S     27    Gipsy Pedlar  Baskets + Pegs Stockport, CHS 
Alma BOSWELL    Son        14    Gipsy Pedlar  Baskets + Pegs Altrincham, CHS 
Roland BOSWELL    Son          4    Darlaston, STS 
 
Mr. Gildroy 
              BOSWELL    Head M    60    Cuttler (Gipsy Knife Grinder) Leeds, YKS 
Ann 
   Norah BOSWELL    Wife M    58    Hawker  Gipsy Pedlar Crewe, CHS 
traffalgar 
              BOSWELL    Son S    19    Hawker        “          “  Northwich, CHS 
Mary BOSWELL    Dau S    17    Hawker        “          “  Bradford, LAN 
December 
              BOSWELL    Dau S    15    Hawker        “          “  Northwich, CHS 
Treasa BOSWELL    Dau S    13    School            “            “  
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  1912 18 March Ince, St. Mary, LAN marriage of Maud Thomas Henry BRENNAN, 30, Widower, Dealer, Little Westwood, son of Thomas, 
Pointsman = 
Maud BOSWELL x, 30, Spinster, Little Westwood, daughter of Phoenix, Horse-Dealer 
[wit : William CARTWRIGHT / Florence CARTWRIGHT]                             Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1923 1st Quarter Chorlton, LAN death registered aged 99 GRO Index 
 
 

BOSWELL, Elijahnesus 
 

  1831 31 December Horkstow, LIN baptised son of Moses & Esther, Chair-bottom Mender, Wandering Gipsey Original register 
  1833 8 December Messingham, LIN buried infant, Messingham [as Elijah Nearis] FreeREG 

 
 

BOSWELL, Alfred 
 

c1831 
 

Wednesfield Heath, STS birth 
  

  1851 
 

Millenhall, STS birth of John 
  

  1861 7 April Wednesfield, STS  [Pit Mounds on the east side of Buggins Lane  Gipsy TENTS No] 
 
Sampson 
           BOSWELL    Head M    26    Travelling Brazier  Barnsley, YKS 
Sarah BOSWELL    Wife M    24    Shipley 
Alfred BOSWELL    Son                2    Wednesfield Heath, STS 
Ingram BOSWELL    Son                6months                  Do 
 
[1] 
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Celly LOVELL    Widow         69    Peterborough, NTH 
Speedwelly 
               LOVELL    Dau U    35    Clothes Peg Dealers  Gloucester 
 
[2] 
 
Enoch LOVELL    Head M    30    Travelling Brazier  Birmingham, WAR 
Emma LOVELL    Wife M    25    Worcester 
Kiomi LOVELL    Dau          3    Wednesfield Heath, STS 
Cashmere LOVELL    Dau          5weeks                  Do 
 
[3] 
 
Studdveras 
                  LOVELL    Head M    26    Travelling Brazier  Aldbouroug,  WOR 
Cinderella LOVELL    Wife M    20    Bath, SOM 
Mochas LOVELL    Bro U    19    Travelling Brazier  Dudley, WOR 
 
[4] 
 
Alfred BOSWELL    Head        29    Travelling Brazier  Wednesfield Heath, STS 
Selina BOSWELL    Wife        25    ?Shrisen, WOR 
John BOSWELL    Son        10    Millenhall, STS 
 
[5] 
 
McKenzie 
              BOSWELL    Head M    40    Travelling Brazier        Do 
Sarah BOSWELL    Wife M    30    Bilston, STS 
Zealand BOSWELL    Son          9    Wishaw, WAR 
Kenzilea BOSWELL    Dau          6    Bilston, WAR                  
 
[6] 
 
Rudolphus 
              BOSWELL    Head M    35    Travelling Brazier  Widgeley, WOR 
Tranetta BOSWELL    Wife M    37    Hereford 
Caroline BOSWELL    Dau        11    Millenhall, STS 
Orlando BOSWELL    Son          9          Do 
Zuby BOSWELL    Dau          4    Bilston, STS 
John BOSWELL    Son          3         Do 
Rebecca 
              BOSWELL    Dau          8 Months   Wednesfield Heath, STS 
 
[7] 

  1881 3 April Hanley, STS 
 

Eli BOSWELL    Head M    30    Traveling Hawker  Yenton, WAR 
Delina BOSWELL    Wife M    25          Do          Do  Derby, DBY 
 
[Travelling Vans  Gipsy Tribes] 
 
Thomas BOSWELL    Head M    67    Travilling Hawker  N K, RUT 
Jane BOSWELL    Wife M    67          Do          Do  N K, LIN 
Laura BOSWELL    Dau        12    Scholar   Loughton, STS 
Lina BOSWELL    Dau          9         Do    Stoke on Trent, STS 
  
[            Do                    Do       ] 
 
Alfred BOSWELL    Head M    61    Travilling Hawker  N K, GLS 
Selina BOSWELL    Wife M    49          Do          Do  N K, WOR 
Polly BOSWELL    G’dau          5    N K, Manchester 
John BOSWELL    Son U     31          Do          Do  Bilston, STS 
 
[            Do                    Do       ] 
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BOSWELL, Alice 
 

  1851 19 May Kneesall, NTT baptism of Walter Alice, Gipsy, Kneesall Original BT transcript 
 
 

BOSWELL, Apsland 
 

  1851 1st Quarter Doncaster, YKS birth of Clara registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1851 9 March Braithwell, St. James, 

YKS 
baptism of Clara Apsland & Rebecca, Gipsy, Roadside Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSS, Edward 
 

  1851 March Cuerdley, LAN charged with encamping 
 

The Liverpool Mercury, 21 
March 1851, 224 

  1851 March Prescot, LAN in magistrates court Joseph Boss, Louis Boss, Sylvester Boss, and Edward Boss, a gang of gipsies, were The Liverpool Mercury, 21 



 

 

brought up under the Vagrant Act for encamping at Cuerdley, having no visible means 
of subsistence. Various petty depredations having been committed in the 
neighbourhood, complaints were made to the police, and this led to their arrest. They 
were discharged on promising to leave the county forthwith. 

March 1851, 224 

 
 

BOSWELL, Fannette 
 

c1831  West Wycombe, BKM birth   
  1850 4th Quarter Wallingford, BRK birth of Leonard SMITH 

registered 
[mother’s maiden name - BOSWELL] GRO Index 

  1850 16 December Wallingford, St. Leonard, 
BRK 

baptism of Leonard James & Fannette SMITH, Gipsey, Old Moor Lane Original register transcript 

  1865 1 June  birth of Charlotte SMITH  Original register 
  1867 27 May Ham, SRY baptism of Charlotte James & Fanny SMITH, Gipsey, Ham, born June 1 1865 Original register 
  1901 31 March Edmonton, MDX  James SMITH    Head M    70    Grinder + Cutler  Hillingdon, MDX 

Fanny SMITH    Wife M    69    Licensed Hawker  West Wycombe, BKM 
 
[Caravan  Hedge Lane] 
 
James BRINKLEY    Head M    57    Tinman   N. K. 
Anne BRINKLEY    Wife M    56    Hawker   High Wycombe, BKM 
 
[                Do                ] 
 
Joseph SHAW    Head M    31    Licensed Hawker  Bedford, BDF 
Lavinia SHAW    Wife M    28                 Do  Wandsworth, LDN 
Leander SHAW    Dau          9             Do          Do 
Joseph SHAW    Son          7    Paddock Wd, KNT 
Rodney SHAW    Son          5 Mo   Edmonton,, MDX 
 
[                Do                ] 
 
Esther SHAW    Head M    65    Licensed Hawker  Bedford, BDF 
Lemmie SHAW    Dau S     17    Wood Green, MDX 
Louisa SHAW    Dau S     15    Hendon, MDX 
 
[                Do                ] 
 
Jane PENFOLD    Head M    39    Licensed Hawker  Islington, LDN 
Priscilla PENFOLD    Dau        12    Harrow, MDX 
Rodney PENFOLD    Son          1    Edmonton, MDX 
 
[                Do                ] 
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BOSWELL, Henrietta 
 

c1831   birth   
  1846 3 February Downside, SOM buried aged 15, Traveller Sojourning at Downside Original register transcript 

 
 

BOSS, Joseph 
 

  1851 March Cuerdley, LAN charged with encamping 
 

The Liverpool Mercury, 21 
March 1851, 224 

  1851 March Prescot, LAN in magistrates court Joseph Boss, Louis Boss, Sylvester Boss, and Edward Boss, a gang of gipsies, were 
brought up under the Vagrant Act for encamping at Cuerdley, having no visible means 
of subsistence. Various petty depredations having been committed in the 
neighbourhood, complaints were made to the police, and this led to their arrest. They 
were discharged on promising to leave the county forthwith. 

The Liverpool Mercury, 21 
March 1851, 224 

 
 

BOSWELL, Josselin 
 

c1831 
 

not known, LEI birth son of Maria 
 

  1851 30 March Thorner, YKS  Maria BOSWELL    Head W    36    Gipsy   NFK 
Josselin BOSWELL    Son        19    LEI 
Israel BOSWELL    Son        14    NFK 
Joshua BOSWELL    Son        10    LIN 
 
Robert YOUNG    Head M    27    Barnsley, YKS 
Eliza YOUNG    Wife M    23          Do        Do 
Phoebe YOUNG    Dau          5          Do        Do 
Esau YOUNG    Son          2    Unknown,  Do 
 
Miller YOUNG    Head W   60    YKS 
Sarah YOUNG    Dau U    35      Do 
 
William YOUNG    Head M    35    LAN 
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Ruth YOUNG    Wife M    32    Yarmouth, NFK 
Walter YOUNG    Son        10    Beverley, YKS 
?Ark YOUNG    Son          8    Unknown,  Do 
Leonora YOUNG    Dau          5    SFK 
Infant YOUNG    Son          1 day   Thorner, YKS                     / 
 
Aaron YOUNG    Head M    37    LEI 
Rawney YOUNG    Wife M    30    SFK 
Watty YOUNG    Dau          5    RUT 
Bernard YOUNG    Son          2    YKS 
John YOUNG    Uncle W    50    CAM 
 
[Coal Roust] 

 
 
 
 
 
                      255 

 
 

BOSS, Louis 
 

  1851 March Cuerdley, LAN charged with encamping 
 

The Liverpool Mercury, 21 
March 1851, 224 

  1851 March Prescot, LAN in magistrates court Joseph Boss, Louis Boss, Sylvester Boss, and Edward Boss, a gang of gipsies, were 
brought up under the Vagrant Act for encamping at Cuerdley, having no visible means 
of subsistence. Various petty depredations having been committed in the 
neighbourhood, complaints were made to the police, and this led to their arrest. They 
were discharged on promising to leave the county forthwith. 

The Liverpool Mercury, 21 
March 1851, 224 

 
 

BOSS, Miomi 
 

  1851 24 March Kirkby, St. Chad, LAN witness to marriage Silvester BOSS x, 23, Bachelor, Horse Dealer, Kirkby, son of Riley, Brazier = 
Notavena SMITH x, 21, Spinster, Kirkby, daughter of Elijah, Brazier 
[wit : Thomas HEYES / Miomi BOSS x] 

Original register transcript 

 


