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Oxford, OXF

in magistrates court

Donelly, who a few weeks ago, was imprisoned for drunken and riotous conduct, was
charged with stealing from the pocket of James Roberts, a navvy on the Great Western
Railway, near Banbury, the sum of 3s. 4d., on the 11th instant. - Prosecutor said he was
a native of Cardiff. On Saturday night, the 11th instant, he went into the Windsor Castle,
High-street, St. Thomas', and called for a pint of beer. After paying for the beer he had
half-a-crown, a sixpence, and some coppers, an old Irish half of a halfpenny, and a
button in his pocket. Having worked hard that day he laid down on the bench, and went
to sleep. He was awoke by a policeman, when he found his pocket turned inside out,
and the money gone. He would swear to the old Irish half of a halfpenny produced, for
he had had it in his pocket two months. - Mrs. Jane Lindsay, landlady of the Windsor
Castle, said that on Saturday last prisoner came to her house, and paid for a night's
lodging. Some time after she saw him standing at the front door, and shortly missing
him from there, she went down the passage and looked into the window, where she
saw him draw his hand from the prosecutor's pocket, who was then lying on the seat
asleep, in the tap-room. She tapped at the window with her hand, and he came out,
when she asked him what he was doing to the man. He answered nothing, and she told
him he must have been doing something, and the sooner he was out of her house the
better, She gave him back the money he paid for his lodgings, and he left. - By prisoner
: There was a soldier in the house, but he left before she saw him at prosecutor's
pocket. - By the Clerk : She did not give the prisoner the old Irish coin. - Mrs. Rebecca
Lane, landlady of the Light Horse Inn, Castle-street, said that about ten minutes to
twelve on the evening in question, prisoner came to her house and asked if she could
spare him a bed, which she after a time arranged to do. He paid her three penny-pieces
and two halfpennies. After prisoner had gone upstairs a policeman came in, and asked
if she had taken in a man. She answered in the affirmative, and he went upstairs and
brought the prisoner down. On looking in her till she found the coin produced, which she
believed she must have taken from the prisoner, but did not notice it at the time. She
gave it to the constable. - P.C. Hamlet deposed to being on duty in St. Thomas' on the
evening in question, when the landlord of the Windsor Castle came to him, and said a
man at his house had been robbed. He went to the Light Horse and took prisoner into
custody. On charging him with the theft he said he knew nothing about it. Witness
searched him in the presence of the Superintendent, and found a half-crown, a
sixpence, and 6%d. in coppers upon him. - Prisoner, in answer to the charge, pleaded
not guilty. He could prove that he had the half-crown from Mrs. Warwick, Abingdon. He
had been to Abingdon races, and came to Oxford on Saturday with 7s. in his pocket. -
The prosecutor said the money found on the prisoner, was within a few coppers, the
same as he had described. - The Mayor, in addressing the prisoner, said the Bench
were quite satisfied that he had taken the money, and it appeared to them that he was a
professional pick pocket. A poor hard-working man having gone into a public-house, he
had watched his opportunity when he was asleep, and rifled his pockets. He would be
sentenced to two months' imprisonment with hard labour.
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Oxford, OXF

in magistrates court

John Donnelly, hawker, lodging at the Three Horse Shoes, Castle-street, was charged
with fraudulently obtaining the sum of 4'4d. from Charles Grantham, No. 2, Castle-
street, by means of ringing the changes, at 6 p.m. on Monday. Prisoner was further
charged with being drunk at the same time. - Pleaded not guilty. - Prosecutor said that
he managed the business of Messers. Pash and Co., of Castle-street. The prisoner
came to the shop on Monday, and asked for a pair of laces, for which he charged him
1%d. Prisoner gave him 6d. to pay for them, and witness gave him 4/%d. change.
Prisoner looked at the change, and said "All halfpence! | have change if you will give me
back the 6d. Witness gave him the 6d. back, and the prisoner put it with the 4'%d. he
had given him before, and said "Give me a shilling for it, as the change may be useful to
you." Witness got cross with him, and said, "Give me the money for the laces," and the
prisoner gave him 1%2d., and walked out. Directly he had gone, witness thought he had
been "done," and followed the prisoner, whom he saw with two other men. Witness
went to a constable, and the prisoner was given in charge. On the road to the station he
offered him the 47%d , and tried to put it in his pocket, but witness refused to accept it. -
Prisoner said he discovered there was a mistake when he got outside, and, therefore,
he offered the 4'%4d. to the prosecutor. - P.C. Winchester said that the prisoner was
given into his custody, and then tried to return the 4%%d. to the prosecutor, who refused
to take it. Just before this, witness saw a man named Hollis give the prisoner three
pennies, and two or three minutes previously the prisoner had handed something to
Hollis, but he did not know what it was. When at the station witness searched Donnelly,
and found on him eight brass rings, 6%d. in coppers, two dice, and some conjuring
tickets. - The Mayor observed that the rings and tickets were implements of trickery. -
Superintendent Head said the man had been three times before the Bench. - Prisoner
hoped he would be dealt leniently with, because he was not very well. - He was sent to
gaol for one month, with hard labour.

The Abingdon and Reading
Herald, 7 October 1882, 6

1882

4 October -
3 November

Oxford, OXF

in gaol

The Abingdon and Reading
Herald, 7 October 1882, 6




