
 

 

 
 
DRAPER, Sabina aka Sybil 

 
c1751   birth   
  1797 June Bix, OXF birth of Frederick Lacy & Sybil, alias Sabina Reginald Hine, Hitchin 

Worthies (London: George 
Allen & Unwin, 1932), 349 

  1859 6 March Wargave, BRK died aged 108, wife of George DRAPER, Gipsy 
 
An inquest was held before R. Clarke, Esq., Coroner, on Monday, the 7th inst., at 
Wargrave, on the body of Sibelina Draper, a Gipsy woman, who, if the statements of the 
husband can be relied on, would have attained the extraordinary age of 109 years next 
month. It appeared from the evidence that about a fortnight since the deceased and her 
husband, George Draper, with a daughter, camped in a lane near the above village; the 
deceased had been an invalid for the last seven or eight years, but her faculties were 
good; she had not had medical attendance for a long time. On Sunday a great many 
persons went to the camp to see the deceased, it being understood that she was of the 
age above stated; she ate her dinner and meals on Sunday as well as ever, and 
appeared to enjoy herself with a pipe, which she had been in the habit of smoking for 
many years. About half-past six in the evening, the deceased died suddenly in the 
presence of her husband, daughter, and a Mrs. Wise, who resided in the village, and 
was passing by at the time. Mr. Taylor, surgeon, of Wargrave, examined the body, and 
considered death arose from old age. Verdict accordingly. 

Death certificate (SAF) 
+ 
The Reading Mercury, 
Oxford Gazette, Newbury 
Herald, and Berks County 
Newspaper, 12 March 
1859, 5 

  1859 1st Quarter Wokingham, BRK death registered [as Sabrina] GRO Index 
  1859 8 March Wargave, BRK buried aged 108 Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, George 

 
  1859 6 March Wargave, BRK death of Sabina aged 108, wife of George DRAPER, Gipsy 

 
An inquest was held before R. Clarke, Esq., Coroner, on Monday, the 7th inst., at 
Wargrave, on the body of Sibelina Draper, a Gipsy woman, who, if the statements of the 
husband can be relied on, would have attained the extraordinary age of 109 years next 
month. It appeared from the evidence that about a fortnight since the deceased and her 
husband, George Draper, with a daughter, camped in a lane near the above village; the 
deceased had been an invalid for the last seven or eight years, but her faculties were 
good; she had not had medical attendance for a long time. On Sunday a great many 
persons went to the camp to see the deceased, it being understood that she was of the 
age above stated; she ate her dinner and meals on Sunday as well as ever, and 
appeared to enjoy herself with a pipe, which she had been in the habit of smoking for 
many years. About half-past six in the evening, the deceased died suddenly in the 
presence of her husband, daughter, and a Mrs. Wise, who resided in the village, and 
was passing by at the time. Mr. Taylor, surgeon, of Wargrave, examined the body, and 
considered death arose from old age. Verdict accordingly. 

Death certificate (SAF) 
+ 
The Reading Mercury, 
Oxford Gazette, Newbury 
Herald, and Berks County 
Newspaper, 12 March 
1859, 5 

  1859 1st Quarter Wokingham, BRK death of Sabrina registered 
 

GRO Index 
  1859 8 March Wargave, BRK burial of Sabina aged 108 Reginald Hine, Hitchin 

Worthies (London: George 
Allen & Unwin, 1932), 350 

 
 
DRAPER, Luke 

 
  1752 26 January Longstowe, CAM baptised son of Valentine & Elizabeth, a traveller Original register (SAF) 
  1819 29 January Bedford, BDF in gaol with Versho DRAPER 

(aged 73), Ann BUCKLEY 
(60) and Luke DRAPER (37) 

Age                                             62 
Gender                                        male 
Height                                          5 feet  9 inches  
Hair Colour                                  Dark  
Complexion                                 Dark 
Residence (town/village)             Leighton Buzzard 
Residence (county)                     Bedfordshire 
Offence                                       Vagabonds 
Committed by                              W. Wodley, Clerk 
When Committed                        29/01/1819 
Type of Gaol                               Bedford, Old House of Correction 
Sentence                                    7 Days 
How Disposed                            Discharged - passed to their settlement 
Discharge Date                          05/02/1819 
General Remarks on Prisoner   Orderly 

Bedfordshire Gaol 
Register, BLARS QGV10/1 

  1819 5 February Bedford, BDF to Leighton 
Buzzard, BDF 

removed to settlement  Bedfordshire Gaol 
Register, BLARS QGV10/1 

  1824 13 December Thriplow, CAM married Luke DRAPER x, [Bachelor, a traveller - BT], of this Parish = 
Ann BUCKLEY x, [Spinster - BT], of this Parish 
[wit : Thos WALLIS / Witham [William - BT] TRIGG] 

Original register transcript 



 

 

  1827 15 June Longstowe, CAM buried aged 76, of this Parish Original register transcript 
 
 
DRAPER, Jesse 

 
  1772 30 August Penshurst, KNT baptism of Elizabeth Jesse & Jane, travellers, Kingsley, Hants Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Edward 

 
  1772 11 February Bromley, St. Leonard, 

MDX 
witness to marriage Joseph COOPER = Elizabeth DRAPER 

[wit : Edward DRAPER] 
Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Elizabeth 

 
  1772 11 February Bromley, St. Leonard, 

MDX 
married Joseph COOPER = Elizabeth DRAPER 

[wit : Edward DRAPER] 
Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, John 

 
  1773 10 October Bix, OXF baptism of Sarah John & Sarah [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1779 8 August Watlington, OXF baptism of Limpetty John & Sarah, Travrs Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, James 

 
  1753 12 August Harpenden, HRT baptised son of Thomas & Mary Sarah [no further information] Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Parthena 

 
c1753   birth   
  1825 10 June Thriplow, CAM buried aged 72, Thriplow Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Isaac 

 
  1754 11 April Chinnor, OXF baptised son of Valentine, Travailer Original register 
  1778 21 August Wokingham, BRK married Isaac DRAPER x, Bachelor, Chinor, Oxfordshire = 

Sarah BOSWELL x, now of Wokingham but late of Beetle in ye County of Stafford 
[wit : --TRICKEY / G. PENNANT] 
[bondsman : Stephen LEE, Chatham, Kent] 

Original register (SAF) 

  1778 21 August Wokingham, BRK marriage license Isaac DRAPER, Chiner [sic], Oxfordshire & 
Sarah BOSWELL, Spinster, Wokingham, but late of Betley, Staffordshire 
[bondsman : Steven LEE of Chatham, KNT] 

FamHistOnline 
+ 
SAF database 

 
 
DRAPER, Jesse 

 
  1778 24 May Dallington, SSX baptism of Ann Jesse & Hannah, Traveller Original register transcript 
  1785 3 April Pulborough, SSX baptism of Charlotte Jesse & Hannah, Vagrants Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Sarah 

 
  1759 15 December Cranleigh, SRY baptised daughter of Sarah, a traveller Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Napthali 

 
  1759 30 September Broad Hinton, WIL baptised son of John & Elizabeth Original register transcript 
  1786 8 August 

 
birth of Susanna 

 
FamilySearch 

  1786 30 November Marylebone, St. Mary, 
MDX 

baptism of Susanna Napthale & Grace, born 8 August FamilySearch 

  1790 22 February 
 

birth of Charles 
 

Original register (SAF) 
  1790 2 May Marylebone, St. Mary, 

MDX 
baptism of Charles Napthali & Grace, born 22 Feb 1790 Original register (SAF) 

  1792 7 April 
 

birth of William 
 

FamilySearch 
  1792 3 June Marylebone, St. Mary, 

MDX 
baptism of William Naphtali & Grace, born 7 April FamilySearch 

 
 



 

 

DRAPER, Alec 
 

  1780 9 July Redbourn, HRT baptism of Amaneta Elleck & Beata, [no further information] Original register 
  1784 18 February Elmdon, ESS baptism of Spencer Alec & Elizth, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1786 24 December Therfield, HRT baptism of Israel Alexander & Hannah, Gipsies Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Asa 

 
  1781 26 August Haverhill, SFK baptism of Edward Esau & Margaret, Travellers Original register transcript 
  1784 28 November Steeple Morden, CAM baptism of Fanny Asa & Peggy or Fanny, pauper Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Letitia 

 
  1762 4 April Cholesbury, BKM baptised daughter of Valentine & wife, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1787 1 October Bodiam, SSX married James LEE [Widower, Stroud Glos - ET] = Letitia DRAPER Original register transcript 
  1799 8 December West Drayton, St. Martin, 

MDX 
baptism of Benjamin James & Laticia LEE, Travelers Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Lacy 

 
c1764   birth  son of Righteous & Anna Perella Reginald Hine, Hitchin 

Worthies (London: George 
Allen & Unwin, 1932), 349 

  1797 June Bix, OXF birth of Frederick Lacy & Sybil, alias Sabina Hine, 349 
  1844 25 July Henley, OXF died Henley Workhouse Reginald Hine (1932), 349 
  1844 3rd Quarter Henley, OXF death registered  GRO Index 
  1844 28 July Bix, OXF buried aged 80, Henley Workhouse Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Lovica 

 
  1784 15 January Langford, BDF buried a gipsy, poor [as Love Vicar] Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Abraham 

 
  1785 20 May Houghton Conquest, BDF baptism of Joseph Abraham & Sarah, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1786 17 September Houghton Conquest, BDF baptism of Anne Abraham & Sarah FamilySearch 
  1788 9 March Houghton Conquest, BDF baptism of Elizabeth Abraham & Sarah FamilySearch 
  1789 27 December Houghton Conquest, BDF baptism of Abraham Abraham & Sarah FamilySearch 

 
 
DRAPER, Samuel 

 
  1785 27 February Walkern, HRT baptism of Samuel Samuel & Mary, [no further information] Original register 
  1788 15 December Cottered, HRT baptism of Favoridge Samuel & Margaret, (Travellers), Pauper Original register 
  1791 20 March Manuden, ESS baptism of Hannah Samuel & Margaret, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1795 20 December Ardeley, HRT baptism of Susanna Samuel & Peggy, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1798 28 April Bishop's Stortford, HRT birth of Joseph 

 
Original register 

  1798 29 April Bishop's Stortford, St. 
Michael, HRT 

baptism of Joseph Samuel & Peggy, [no further information], born Ap. 28 Original register 

  1800 14 December Ayot St. Lawrence, HRT baptism of Kaisa Saml & Margaret, [no further information] Original register 
  1806 9 March Tewin, HRT baptism of James Samuel & Margaret, N.B. Travelling people Original register 
  1808 30 June Aston, HRT baptism of Ambrose Samuel & Margaret, Vagrants Original register 
  1830 26 May Aston, HRT burial of Ambrose aged 21, Aston End Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, John 

 
c1767 

  
birth  

 

  1800 17 February Woodcote, OXF stopped with a cart containing 
supposedly stolen goods, and 
ran away 

  A Horfe, Cart, and Sheep, fuppofed to be ftolen. 
 
STOPT, on Monday the 17th Inftant, at Woodcut, in the Parifh of Southftoke, in the 
County of Oxford, fupposed to be ftolen, - A black GELDING, aged, about 13 Hands 
high, with a fhort Swifh Tail, and has the Off Leg behind White at the Heel, with a light 
Cart painted Blue, and a round Red Spot on the Head Board. - In the Cart were found 
about twenty Sheep Skins, the Sheep of which are fupposed to have been ftolen, and 
fome of them very lately, as in the Cart was concealed nearly a whole Sheep, cut up, 
and which from its Appearance and the Skin had been killed only a few Days. The 
above when ftopt were in the Poffeffion of a Man who goes by the Name of John 

Jackson’s Oxford Journal, 
22 February 1800, 3, 
advertisement 



 

 

Draper, (an itinerant Man, who ran away on an Attempt to apprehend him on fufpicion of 
ftealing a Bundle of Hay) and may be feen by applying to Mr. Jofeph Claxfon, at 
Pebbles Farm, near Woodcut Common, and any Perfon clearly proving the Horfe, Cart, 
or any of the Skins to belong to them may have them. 
  This Advertifement is inferted with a Hope that thofe who have had the Misfortune to 
lose a Horfe, Cart, or Sheep, may apply, and the Offender be profecuted to Conviction. - 
John Draper is about 33 Years of Age, and about five Feet eight Inches high, ftout 
made, fair Complexion, light Hair, and grey Eyes, and is lame with two Fingers of his 
Right Hand. 

 
 
DRAPER, Damon 

 
c1768   birth   
  1796 13 February Winchester, HAM committed to House of 

Correction 
aged 28, rogue and vagabond, with Elizabeth Lees and her daughter Kerziah. Subject 
to Settlement Examination at Bradley, Hants - razor-grinder and tinker, not able to give 
account of himself 

Hampshire Record Office, 
44M69/G3/797/1-2 
+ SAF database 

  1796 Easter [Easter 
Sunday = 27 
March] 

Winchester, HAM held as prisoner in Bridewell Calendar of The Prisoners at Easter 1796 states: aged 28, Committed February 13 by 
Thomas Hall Esq as a rogue and vagabond, not being able to give a good account of 
himself 

SAF database 

  1801 15 October Canterbury, KNT buried 
 

FamilySearch 
 
 
DRAPER, Sarah 

 
c1768 

 
Blunsdon, WIL birth 

  

c1790 
 

Highworth, WIL birth of Luke 
  

  1851 30 March Highworth, WIL  Sarah DRAPER    Head W    82    Blunsdon, WIL 
Luke DRAPER    Son W    61    Lab   Highworth, WIL 

HO107 1833 68v 

 
 
DRAPER, Siberina 

 
  1769 3 February Newtown Longville, BKM baptised daughter of Saunders & Bealy, gipsies [as Sibby] Free REG 
  1799 8 August Kensworth, BDF baptism of Rychus & Samuel 

 
Original register 

  1799 4 October Wavendon, BKM burial of Rychus infant [son of what is called an Egyptian - GLS] Original register (SAF) 
  1801 9 August Denham, BKM birth of Charles & Sophia Righteous & Siberina, travelling gipsies, born 9 August 1801, born in the Lane by the 

Turnpike [twins] 
Original register (SAF) 

  1801 16 August Denham, BKM baptism of Charles & Sophia Righteous & Siberina Original register transcript 
 
 
DRAPER, Elizabeth 

 
  1772 30 August Penshurst, KNT baptised daughter of Jesse & Jane, travellers, Kingsley, Hants Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Isaac 

 
  1793 27 April Northwold, NFK baptism of Luke Isaac & Sarah, Gypsies Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Sarah 

 
  1773 10 October Bix, OXF baptised daughter of John & Sarah, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Joseph 

 
  1793 23 June Wallington, HRT baptism of Joseph Joseph & Sarah, [no further information] Original register 
c1794  Bishops Stortford, HRT birth of Joseph son of 'Old' Joe Draper Thompson MSS., Ms.eng. 

misc.c.770, f.162 
  1817 6 January Great Munden, HRT married Josheph DRAPER [sic] x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Sarah SHAW x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Ann STACEY / C. DUGAN / Jeremiah HOLGATE 
N : B : Travellers [sic] 

Original register 

  1851 30 March Rushden, HRT [Sarah is a widow] Sarah DRAPER    Head W   80    Pauper   [Bishop Stortford], HRT 
Joseph DRAPER    Son U    58       Do   Wallington, HRT 

HO107 1707 190v 

  1851 3rd Quarter Royston, HRT death of Sarah registered  GRO Index 
  1851 24 July Rushden, HRT burial of Sarah aged 80, Rushden Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Manfield 

 
  1774 24 April Swyncombe, OXF baptised son of Righteous & Jemima, [no further information] Original register 



 

 

  1779 18 September Medmenham, BKM buried P[oor?] (GLS) 
 
 
DRAPER, Lucy 

 
  1774 20 November Fingest, BKM baptised daughter of Valentine & Sarah, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Mary 

 
  1794 9 February Saltby, LEI baptism of Ann the illegitimate Daug. of Mary, Pauper Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Solest 

 
  1776 9 January Sherrington, BKM baptised Belonging to the Gypsies Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Sophia 

 
  1776 14 July Bix, OXF baptised daughter of Righteous & Anna Perrella, gypsies Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Sukey 

 
  1777 16 March Stokenchurch, BKM baptised a gypsy Original register transcript 
  1779 27 June Harpsden, OXF buried daughter of a gipsy Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Joseph 

 
  1797 2 December  birth of Elias  Original register (SAF) 
  1798 3 January Marylebone, St. Mary, 

MDX 
baptism of Elias Joseph & Elizabeth, born 2 Dec 1797 Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Ann 

  
  1778 24 May Dallington, SSX baptised daughter of Jesse & Hannah, Traveller Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, John 

 
  1798 20 March Chesham, BKM buried a Gypsey Buckinghamshire Burial 

Index 
 
 
DRAPER, Righteous 

 
  1779 15 April Rotherfield Peppard, OXF baptised Son of a travelling woman 

Righteous & Maria DRAPER, born in the parish of Mongewell 
Original register 

  1798 12 August Amersham, BKM baptism of Rhoda Righteous & Rachel, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1799 8 August Kensworth, BDF baptism of Rychus & Samuel Sibby, from Newton  Bucks, twin sons Original register 
  1799 4 October Wavendon, BKM burial of Rychus infant [son of what is called an Egyptian - GLS] Original register (SAF) 
  1801 9 August Denham, BKM birth of Charles & Sophia Righteous & Siberina, travelling gipsies, born 9 August 1801, born in the Lane by the 

Turnpike [twins] 
Original register (SAF) 

  1801 16 August Denham, BKM baptism of Charles & Sophia Righteous & Siberina Original register transcript 
  1859 4th Quarter Madeley, SAL death registered  GRO Index 
  1859 19 November Much Wenlock, SAL buried aged 86, Homer Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Limpetty 

 
  1779 8 August Watlington, OXF baptised daughter of John & Sarah, Travrs Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Amaneta 

 
  1780 9 July Redbourn, HRT baptised daughter of Elleck & Beata Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Edward 

 



 

 

  1781 26 August Haverhill, SFK baptised son of Esau & Margaret, Travellers Original register transcript 
 
 
DRAPER, Hannah 

 
  1801 13 September Sandhurst, KNT baptism of Mehanna Hezekiah & Hannah LOVELL (née DRAPER), Travelling man Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Thomas 

 
c1781  

 
birth   

  1810 1 January Ayot St. Peter, HRT married Thomas DRAPER x, Bahelor, of this Parish = 
Charlotte BRYANT x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : Elizth POONE / James PETTIT]                                                             Banns 

Original register 

  1811 20 October Ayot St. Peter, HRT baptism of William Thomas & Charlotte, [no further information] Original register 
  1812 19 January Ayot St. Peter, HRT burial of William Infant Original register 
  1818 22 October Therfield, HRT baptism of Levi Thomas & Charlotte FamilySearch 
  1831 14 August Ayot St. Peter, HRT baptism of Martha Thomas & Charlotte, Labourer, L. Green Original register 
  1864 2 March Ayot St. Peter, HRT buried aged 83, Ayot St. Peter Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Martha 

 
  1782 10 March West Wycombe, BKM baptised daughter of Valentine & Sarah,, [no further information] Original register 
  1801 25 January West Wycombe, BKM baptism of Moses Martha, [no further information] Original register 
  1813 16 February West Wycombe, BKM married Robert SMITH x, of this Parish = Martha DRAPER x, of this Parish 

[wit : Thomas HARRIS / William MORRIS] 
[licence states that the two have been resident in the parish three weeks] 

Original register 
+ 
SAF database 

 
 
DRAPER, Elizabeth 

 
c1782 

 
not known, SRY birth 

  

  1803 18 April 
 

birth of James 
 

Ian Orchard, ‘Events in the 
life of Elizabeth Draper’, 
Romany Routes 9, no.4 
(September 2009), 140 

  1803 25 July Brighton, St. Nicholas, 
SSX 

baptism of James Abraham & Elizabeth, born 18 April 
 

c1805 
  

birth of Mary 
  

  1806 2 October Marden, KNT married Abraham LIGHT, Bachelor, of this Parish = 
Elizabeth DRAPER, Spinster, of this Parish                                                  Banns 

Original register transcript 

  1807 17 March 
 

birth of Isaac 
 

FamilySearch 
  1807 22 March Wisborough Green, SSX baptism of Isaac Abraham & Elizabeth LIGHT, born 17 March FamilySearch 
  1807 4 December 

  
Abraham and Adam LIGHT convicted at the Assizes of being ‘vagabonds and rogues 
being found wandering abroad and lodging in the open air in the Parish of Harting and 
not being able to give a good account of themselves.’ Abraham was also charged with 
deserting from the Sussex Militia, and referred to the War Office. Abraham is described 
as 29 years old, 5ft 9ins high, brown hair, grey eyes, a scar on his head, sallow 
complexion, stout and straight made, a private in the Sussex Militia. 

Orchard (2009), 140 

  1810 11 February Kirdford, SSX baptism of Anna Abraham & Elizabeth LIGHT FamilySearch 
  1812 22 January 

 
birth of Abraham 

 
Original register transcript 

  1812 16 February Steep, HAM baptism of Abraham Abraham & Elizabeth LIGHT, Vagrants, born 22 Jan Original register transcript 
  1815 28 May North Chapel, SSX baptism of Sarah Abraham & Elizabeth LIGHT FamilySearch 
  1815 11 October not known, SSX 

 
Abraham LIGHT and George HILTON stole three horses, the property of John Smith. 
Sentenced to be hanged, but reprieved and transported for life. 

Orchard (2009), 140-141 

  1818 25 October Winchester, HAM committed to County Bridewell aged 29, held in prison to be tried at the Epiphany Quarter Sessions as rogues and 
vagabonds in the company of Charles Watson 17, Nathaniel Lee 29, Zachariah Lee 17, 
Joseph Lee 19, Elizabeth Draper 30, Mark Lee 40, Susan Lee 36, Amelia Lee 30 and 
Mary Lee 24. No prosecution. 

Calendars of Prisoners, 
County Bridewell, 
Winchester, Hampshire 
(SAF) 

c1820 
  

birth of Michael 
  

  1821 January Petworth, SSX in court Michael Saunders, Mrs. Elizabeth Light, aged 38, James Light 18, Mary Light 15, Isaac 
Light 13, Abraham Light 10, Sarah Light 7 and Michael Saunders, an infant. Charged 
with vagrancy - ‘wandering abroad lodging in outhouses and not giving a good account 
of themselves’. Elizabeth is described as age 38, 5ft 4½ ins tall, stout, fresh complexion, 
black hair, hazel eyes, large face pitted with smallpox. Michael Saunders senior and 
junior were discharged, while all the Lights were held until ‘the following Saturday’ and 
then discharged. 

Orchard (2009), 141 

  1822 11 August Lindfield, SSX baptism of George Michael Dean & Elizabeth SAUNDERS, Travelling Man Orchard (2009), 141 
  1840 20 January Portsea, St. Mary, HAM marriage of Michael Michael SAUNDERS, Hawker, son of Michael, Hawker = 

Delilah LEE, Hawker, daughter of Joseph, Hawker 
[wit : Sarah LIGHT / George SAUNDERS / Walter LEE] 

Orchard (2009), 141 

  1840 1st Quarter Portsea, HAM marriage of Michael registered Michael SAUNDERS = Delilah LEE GRO Index 



 

 

  1844- 
  1852 

 
DEV & Tasmania in custody Michael Dean SAUNDERS and George LIGHT tried at Exeter on 31 December 1844 for 

an alleged crime at Hatherleigh on 27 November. George sentenced to two months with 
hard labour. Michael transported to Tasmania for seven years, then returned to England 
at the end of his sentence. 

Orchard (2009), 142 

  1861 7 April Twyford, HAM 
 

Michael 
           SAUNDERS    Head M    60    Licensed Hawker  Berenton, SSX 
Elizabeth 
           SAUNDERS    Wife M    80    ?Margent, SRY 
Isaac LIGHT    Son-in-l 

U    55    H..ferry Green, SSX 
James LIGHT    Neph U    30    Southampton, HAM 

RG9 694 112 

 
 
DRAPER, Luke 

 
c1782 

  
birth 

  

  1819 29 January Bedford, BDF in gaol with Versho DRAPER 
(aged 73), Luke DRAPER (62) 
and Ann BUCKLEY (60) 

Age                                             37 
Gender                                        male 
Height                                          5 feet  11 inches  
Hair Colour                                  Dark  
Complexion                                 Dark 
Identifying Features                    A Lunatic 
Residence (town/village)             Leighton Buzzard 
Residence (county)                     Bedfordshire 
Offence                                       Vagabonds 
Committed by                              W. Wodley, Clerk 
When Committed                        29/01/1819 
Type of Gaol                               Bedford, Old House of Correction 
Sentence                                    7 Days 
How Disposed                            Discharged - passed to their settlement 
Discharge Date                          05/02/1819 
General Remarks on Prisoner   Orderly 

Bedfordshire Gaol 
Register, BLARS QGV10/1 

  1819 5 February Bedford, BDF to Leighton 
Buzzard, BDF 

removed to settlement  Bedfordshire Gaol 
Register, BLARS QGV10/1 

 
 
DRAPER, Thomas 

 
  1803 24 June Wilden, BDF married Thomas DRAPER, wid of Bolshurst = Elizabeth LOVELL Original register transcript 
  1810 29 April Wilden, BDF baptism of Spencer Thomas & Elizabeth Original register transcript 
  1815 30 April Wilden, BDF baptism of Alice Thomas & Elizabeth FamilySearch 

 
 
DRAPER, Sarah 

 
  1803 6 November Langar cum Barnston, 

NTT 
married William Smith BOSWELL = Sarah DRAPER Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Spencer 

 
  1803 13 May Melton Mowbray, LEI baptism of Spencer Spencer & Silva, Traveller, born [no date given] - Gipsy Original register 
  1805 21 February 

 
birth of Mary 

 
Original register 

  1805 24 February Harby, LEI baptism of Mary Spencer & Sylvia, (Gypsey Vagrant), born Febry. 21st Original register 
  1805 11 November Long Clawson, LEI baptism of Siberania & Beata Spencer & Mary, Gipsies [written at right angles at right] Original register 
  1817 22 December Croxton Kernal, LEI burial of Siberana aged 12, Gipsy Original register 
  1821 31 October Kettleby, LEI burial of Spencer aged 18, A Gipsy Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Syfora (née DRAPER) 

 
  1803 13 May Melton Mowbray, LEI baptism of Spencer Spencer & Silva, Traveller, born [no date given] - Gipsy Original register 
  1805 21 February 

 
birth of Mary 

 
Original register 

  1805 24 February Harby, LEI baptism of Mary Spencer & Sylvia, (Gypsey Vagrant), born Febry. 21st Original register 
  1805 11 November Long Clawson, LEI baptism of Siberania & Beata Spencer & Mary, Gipsies [written at right angles at right] Original register 
  1817 22 December Croxton Kernal, LEI burial of Siberana aged 12, Gipsy Original register 
  1821 31 October Kettleby, LEI burial of Spencer aged 18, A Gipsy Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, William 

 
  1803 5 February 

 
birth of William  Original register transcript 

  1803 11 February Newport Pagnell, BKM baptism of William William & Eleanor, born 5 February Original register transcript 
  1808 3 January Newton Blossomville, baptism of Israel son of Travelling Gypsies who call themselves William & Eleanor Draper (GLS) 



 

 

BKM 
  1844 11 November Newton Blossomville, 

BKM 
marriage of Israel Israel DRAPER, Bachelor, Labourer, Newton Blossomville, son of William = 

Rebecca CLARE, Spinster, Newton Blossomville, father unknown 
[wit : Isabella COTTON / Goliath DRAPER] 

Original register transcript 

  1844 4th Quarter Newport Pagnell, BKM marriage of Israel registered Israel DRAPER = Rebecca CLARE GRO Index 
 
 
DRAPER, Spencer 

 
  1784 18 February Elmdon, ESS baptised son of Alec & Elizabeth, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1812 19 April Bolnhurst, BDF baptism of Robert Spencer & Hannah Original register transcript 
  1857 15 June Woburn, BDF died aged 83, Gypsey Fiddler, Haemorhage from Bowels. Exhaustion Certified Death certificate transcript 
  1857 2nd Quarter Woburn, BDF death registered  GRO Index 

 
 
DRAPER, Fanny aka Peggy 

 
  1784 28 November Steeple Morden, CAM baptised daughter of Asa & Peggy or Fanny, pauper [as Fanny] Original register (SAF) 
  1830 21 March Northill, BDF buried aged 50 FamHistOnline 

 
 
DRAPER, Samuel 

 
  1785 27 February Walkern, HRT baptised son of Samuel & Mary, [no further information] Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Charlotte 

 
  1785 3 April Pulborough, SSX baptised daughter of Jesse & Hannah, Vagrants Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Joseph 

 
  1785 20 May Houghton Conquest, BDF baptised son of Abraham & Sarah, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Edward 

 
  1785 5 June Sandon, HRT baptised son of Mary Original register 
  1785 14 August Welwyn, HRT baptised son of Thomas & Ann Original register 
  1807 28 May  birth of Randolph  Original register 
  1807 31 May Hemel Hempstead, HRT baptism of Randolph Edward & Mary, [no further information], born 28 May 1807 Original register 
  1809 17 August Watton at Stone, HRT death of Randolph a Gypsey Original register 
  1810 16 September Flamstead, HRT baptism of Caroline Edward & Mary Original register transcript 

(SAF) 
  1813 7 March Flamstead, HRT baptism of Goliah [=Elias] Edward & Mary Ann, Poor Pedlar or Gipsey, Traveller, uncertain [abode] Original register transcript 

(SAF) 
  1815 8 October Caddington, BDF baptism of Divaris Edward & Mary, Musician, Goose Green Original register (SAF) 
  1822 21 January Whipsnade, BDF married Edward DRAPER x, of this Parish = Frances BRINKLEY x, of this Parish Original register (SAF) 
  1822 27 October Kings Walden, HRT baptism of Marelli Edward & Francis [sic], Travellers, [no place of abode given] Original register 
  1838 19 February Bedford, St. Paul, BDF marriage of Elias Elias DRAPER x, Bachelor, of full age, Musician, Silver Street, son of Edward, Musician 

= 
Christiana SHAW x, Spinster, of full age, Pedlar, Harpen Street, daughter of James, 
Musician 
[wit : Robert WILLSHER / Thos LOVERIDGE] 

Original register 

  1838 1st Quarter Bedford, BDF marriage of Elias registered Elias DRAPER = Christiana SHAW GRO Index 
 

  1840 13, 20 & 27 
December 

Hitchin, HRT banns posted for Elias Elias DRAPER, Widower & Sarah DAY, Spinster, both of this Parish  Original register 

  1841 28 January Hitchin, HRT marriage of Elias Elias DRAPER x, Widower, of full age, Musician, son of Edward, Musician = 
Sarah DAY x, Spinster, of full age, daughter of Jno, Labourer                      Banns 

Original register (SAF) 

  1841 1st Quarter Hitchin, HRT marriage of Elias registered Elias DRAPER = Sarah DAY GRO Index 
  1846 6 December Cambridge, Holy Trinity, 

CAM 
banns for Merilla posted Edward SHAW, Bachelor, of this Parish & Merilla DRAPER, Spinster, of this Parish Original register transcript 

  1846 10 May Cambridge, Holy Trinity, 
CAM 

marriage of Merilla Edward SHAW x, of full age, Bachelor, Hawker, Sidney Street, son of William, Sieve 
Maker = 
Merilla DRAPER x, of full age, Spinster, Hawker, Sidney Street, daughter of Edward [no 
occupation noted] 
[wit : Aaron SHAW x / Naomi SHAW x] 

Original register transcript 
 

  1846 4th Quarter Cambridge, CAM marriage of Merilla registered Edward SHAW = Merilla DRAPER GRO Index 
 
 
DRAPER, Solomon 



 

 

 
c1785  not known, HAM birth   
  1814 18 December Shorwell, IOW, HAM baptism of Mary Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES FamilySearch 
  1819 16 May Shorwell, IOW, HAM baptism of William Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES FamilySearch 
  1821 8 July Shorwell, IOW, HAM baptism of James Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES FamilySearch 
  1823 21 December Shorwell, IOW, HAM baptism of Frances Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES FamilySearch 
  1826 7 May Shorwell, IOW, HAM baptism of Andrew Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES FamilySearch 
?1828 27 July  birth of Hannah   
  1829 21 April Providence Chapel, IOW, 

HAM 
baptism of Hannah Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES, born 27 July FamilySearch 

  1831 27 January  birth of Mary   
  1831 4 September Providence Chapel, IOW, 

HAM 
baptism of Mary Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES, born 27 January FamilySearch 

c1832  not known, HAM birth of Henry   
  1834 27 January  birth of Eliza   
  1834 5 March Providence Chapel, IOW, 

HAM 
baptism of Eliza Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES, born 27 January FamilySearch 

  1836 24 September  birth of Daniel   
  1836 7 December Providence Chapel, IOW, 

HAM 
baptism of Daniel Solomon DRAPER & Hannah AYRES, born 24 September FamilySearch 

  1841 6 June Shorwell, IOW, HAM  Solomon DRAPER        55   [Ag. lab]   Y 
Hannah DRAPER        45    Y 
Hannah DRAPER        11    Y 
Henry DRAPER          8    Y 
Eliza DRAPER          7    Y 
Daniel DRAPER          4    Y 

HO107 408 9 24 

  1845 1st Quarter IOW, HAM death registered  GRO Index 
 
 
DRAPER, Susanna 

 
  1786 8 August 

 
birth 

 
FamilySearch 

  1786 30 November Marylebone, St. Mary, 
MDX 

baptised daughter of Napthale & Grace, born 8 August FamilySearch 

 
 
DRAPER, Anne 

 
  1786 17 September Houghton Conquest, BDF baptised daughter of Abraham & Sarah FamilySearch 

 
 
DRAPER, Israel 

 
  1786 24 December Therfield, HRT baptised son of Alexander & Hannah, Gipsies Original register 
  1807 5 October Wilden, BDF marriage Israel DRAPER, of Ravenden = Sophia SMITH 

 
Original register transcript 

  1811 1 December Winwick, HUN baptism of Annes Herol & Sophia Original register transcript 
  1815 9 April Stevington, BDF baptism of Selina Israel & Sophia, Knife Grinder, Abode uncertain Original register transcript 
  1815 16-18 June Waterloo, FRANCE  served as a private soldier in the battle of Waterloo The Western Mail, 16 

August 1878, 2 
  1817 29 October Heath & Reach, BDF baptism of Diveras Israel & Sophia, Traveller, Heath Original register transcript 
  1820 9 January Bulwick, NTH baptism of Clementina Israel & Sophie, Gypsies, Starfield [sic - probably Stotford] Hertford= =shire Original register  
  1822 24 March Duddington, NTH baptism of Sianna Israel & Sophia, Gipsey, No settled Abode Original register  
  1830 8 May Chesham, BKM accused of stealing a watch  The Northampton Mercury, 

24 July 1830, 4 
  1830 20 July Aylesbury, BKM tried at Midsummer Quarter 

Sessions 
Nine Months’ Imprisonment...Israel Draper, 38, for stealing a watch, the property of 
Elizabeth Horwood, at Chesham. 

The Northampton Mercury, 
24 July 1830, 4 

  1830- 
  1831 

20 July - 
19 April 

Aylesbury, BKM in gaol  The Northampton Mercury, 
24 July 1830, 4 

  1846 16 November Liverpool, St. Nicholas, 
LAN 

marriage of Siena Edward BOSWELL x, full, Bachelor, Labourer, Upper Milk St, son of Tiso, Cutler = 
Siena DRAPER x, Minor, Spinster, Upper Milk St, daughter of Israel, Basket Maker 
[wit : Isaac WILSON x / Elizabeth GOULBOURN x]                                     Banns 

Original register 

  1846 4th Quarter Liverpool, LAN marriage of Siena registered Edward BOSWELL = Siena DRAPER GRO Index 
  1853 mid February - 

24 February 
Llangarren, HEF encamped  The Times, 31 March 

1853, 7 
  1853 24 February Llangarren, HEF charged with killing a pig  The Times, 31 March 

1853, 7 
  1853 25 February vicinity of Llangarren, 

HEF 
arrested  The Hereford Times, 12 

March 1853, 7 
  1853 25 February - 

8 March 
not known, HEF in gaol  The Hereford Times, 12 

March 1853, 7 
  1853 8 March Harewood End, HEF in magistrates court At the Harewood End Petty Sessions, on Tuesday...Israel Draper and Lucas Locke, 

gipsies, were brought up in custody of Blossett, superintendent constable of the 
division, charged with having administered poison to a pig, the property of Mr. Nelmes, 

The Hereford Times, 12 
March 1853, 7 



 

 

a farmer residing at Langston, in the parish of Llangarren, and thereby causing its 
death. Mr. Pritchard, of Hereford, appeared on behalf of the prisoners. - Mr. Nelmes 
stated that he saw the prisoners, on the 24th of February last, near the fold in which his 
pigs were ; that he observed the prisoner Locke coming from the direction of the cart 
stable with some hay in his hand, and the other prisoner, Draper, following him towards 
the fold in a creeping posture ; the pigs were then at the side of the fold, close to where 
he saw the prisoners ; about an hour afterwards (11 o’clock, a.m.) prosecutor returned 
to the fold, and found one of the pigs, a sow, vomiting violently ; he then went to Ross 
market, and, on his return, about 7 o’clock in the evening, heard that the sow was worse 
; he went and saw her, and found her very much purged and so altered that he did not 
know her, and she died in about half an hour afterwards ; suspecting the prisoners of 
having poisoned the pig, he had them apprehended, and, on searching the prisoner 
Draper, found in his jacket pocket a linen bag containing a white powder, bearing on the 
outside a label with the word “poison” written on it ; the prisoner Draper said “That is not 
poison,” and Locke said “A paper there will show you what that is for” ; the prisoner 
Draper fainted, and remained for several minutes apparently unconscious. - Mr. 
Pritchard cross-examined this witness at great length, and stated that there was a great 
mortality among pigs at the present time, arising from an epidemic which was very 
prevalent, but the prosecutor said he had not heard that it had attacked any pigs in his 
neighbourhood. - Thomas Williams, constable of Llangarren, stated that on the 25th ult., 
he apprehended the prisoners on the charge of poisoning Mr. Nelmes’ pig, and 
searched them, and that on Draper he found a bag containing a quantity of white 
powder, inclosed in paper and marked “Poison,” also a lump of white substance and a 
printed paper, containing instructions for killing rats with poison ; on the 26th ult. he 
went to Mr. Nelmes’ and there cut open a dead sow, and took out the entire contents of 
the stomach, which he tied up and delivered the same day to Dr. Andrew Rowan, of 
Hereford, together with a portion of the white powder found on the prisoner Draper. - 
This witness was also subjected to a rigorous cross-examination by Mr. Pritchard, but 
no facts of importance were elicited. - Frederick Matthews deposed that he is a farm 
servant in the prosecutor’s employment ; on the day the sow was taken ill, he saw the 
two prisoners passing along the road, leading to his master’s house ; the prisoner 
Draper called to him and asked whether there was a pig dead ; witness told him he did 
not know, and the prisoner said he wanted the skin if one had died. - Dr. Rowan not 
having competed the analysis of the intestines and the powder found on the prisoner, 
the Magistrates adjourned the further hearing of the case until Thursday last. On that 
day, the prisoners were brought up for final examination at Messrs. Hall and Minett’s 
office in Ross, before Mr. Thornton and Dr. Jones. - Mr. Pritchard attended on behalf of 
the prisoner, as on the former hearing. - The first witness examined was a lad named 
Morris, who usually fed the pigs. He stated that, on the 24th ult., he fed them as usual 
with wash at seven o’clock, and that then all the pigs appeared well ; at half-past nine 
the sow that subsequently died vomited very much, and continued getting worse until 
her death ; about nine o’clock witness saw the prisoners close to the fold in which the 
pigs were. - Dr. Rowan was next examined and stated that he is an analytical chemist, 
practising at Hereford, and that he had received the stomach and intestines of a pig 
from the witness Williams, and also some white powder and crystals, - the former, on 
analysis, proved to be a mixture of carbonate and sulphate of baryta ; the latter, nitrate 
of potass ; the former is a very deadly poison and may be obtained at almost any 
druggists ; on examination of the bowels of the pig, they appeared empty of food but 
very much distended with wind, the stomach being half filled with a semi-fluid of 
gelatinous character, containing a mixture of grain and other matters, and also 
distended with wind and highly inflamed ; the mucous membrane was much softened 
and partly denuded from the surface, and mixed with the food and blood ; these 
appearances would indicate the action of a virulent poison ; after analysing the contents 
of the stomach, the presence of a salt of baryta and potass soda was found ; the 
appearance of the stomach presented all the marks of the action of baryta, as laid down 
in the standard works on medical jurisprudence, and the pig no doubt died from such 
poison ; witness believed that the flesh of an animal would not be injured by baryta, as 
the violent purging and vomiting would carry nearly the whole out of the stomach and 
intestines before absorption would take place. - This being the whole of the evidence 
against the prisoner, Mr. Pritchard addressed their Worships, and submitted that no 
case had been made out against Locke ; and that his presence with the other prisoner, 
even supposing Draper guilty, was not sufficient to commit him upon. The Bench, 
however, thought that, the prisoners being seen continuously together, a jury had better 
decide as to their innocence or guilt ; and committed both to take their trial at the next 
Assizes. 

  1853 8 - 9 March not known, HEF in gaol  The Hereford Times, 12 
March 1853, 7 

  1853 10 March Ross, HEF further examined  The Hereford Times, 12 
March 1853, 7 

  1853 10 - 28 March not known, HEF in gaol  The Hereford Times, 12 
March 1853, 7 

  1853 28 March Hereford, HEF at the Assizes   Israel Draper, 69, and Lucas Locke, 35, gipsies, were indicted, for that they, on the 
24th of February last, unlawfully, maliciously, and feloniously administered a certain 
poison to a pig, the property of William Nelmes, a farmer, at Llangarrer, with intent to kill 
it, and thereby killed it. 
  Mr. James conducted the prosecution, and Mr. Skinner the defence. 

The Times, 31 March 
1853, 7 



 

 

  In consequence of the very defective state of the common law, which made the killing 
of a pig a mere matter of trespass, giving the owner of the pig only an action against the 
killer for the value of it, an act was passed in the reign of George I., which made the 
unlawful killing of any cattle (which word has been held to include pigs and asses) a 
capital felony, the same as the murder of a man. In the reign of George IV. the 
punishment was reduced to transportation for life, or for any term not less than seven 
years, or imprisonment for any term not exceeding four years ; and, by an act of the 
present reign, 1st of Victoria, c.90, s.32, it was further reduced to transportation for any 
term not exceeding 15 years or less than seven years, or imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding three years. 
  It appeared that about the middle of February a gipsy party came to the 
neighbourhood of the prosecutor's farm, and were treated kindly by him. The prisoners 
were of the party, and asked him one day if he had any dead cattle, to which he replied 
that he had not. On the 24th of February the prisoners were passing through a field 
near his house, and Locke was seen to take something white out of his pocket and put 
it to the mouth of one of the prosecutor's pigs ; the pig ate it, and soon afterwards 
became sick, suffering from purging and vomiting, and died the next day. On a post 
mortem examination by a Mr. Rowan, an agricultural chymist of this city, some portion 
of a white powder called paryta was found in the stomach, and that gentleman, though 
he had never before seen a pig killed by that poison, was of the opinion from what he 
had read of its effects, that it was the cause of death. The prisoners, who with their party 
left the neighbourhood the day the poison was given to the pig, and who, therefore, it 
was now said, could have no motive whatever for killing it, as the prosecutor was kind to 
them, and they could not derive any advantage from its dying after they left, were 
arrested in a few days, and in Locke's pocket was found a paper of paryta, with a 
placard from an itinerant vendor of a powder specific for killing rats and mice, and 
which, it was further stated in the paper, would not injure cats, dogs, or poultry. 
  Mr. SKINNER having addressed the jury for the prisoners, pointing out the 
improbability of the truth of the charge by the absence of all motive for such an offence, 
  His LORDSHIP summed up, and 
  The Jury, after a few moments' consultation, found them Guilty, and they were 
sentenced to be transported for seven years. 

  1853- 
  1860 

  transported  The Times, 31 March 
1853, 7 

  1878 9 August Cwmdu, BRC died aged 100, Basketmaker Death certificate (SAF) 
  1878 3rd Quarter Crickhowell, BRC death registered aged 100 GRO Index 
  1878 August Cwmdu, BRC buried Israel Draper, a travelling basket-maker, died recently in his tent on the Old-road, 

Cwmdu, at the age of 101 years. His remains have been interred at Cwmdu 
Churchyard. Draper was born in Egypt, served in the battle of Waterloo, and was in 
receipt of a pension. He was widely respected as an inoffensive old man. Between four 
and five hundred persons attended his funeral, at which the Rev. J. Edmund Jenkins 
officiated 

The Western Mail, 16 
August 1878, 4 

 
 
DRAPER, William 

 
  1806 - Stoke Bruerne, NTH burial of Canary wife of William, a gipsy Original register transcript 

 
 

DRAPER, Moses 
 
* The Age, 22 October 1826, 603. 
 
  THE MURDER NEAR LEATHERHEAD. 
 
  It will be recollected that in our former account of these most savage and atrocious murders, it was stated that Hall, the chief officer of Union Hall, in the course of his examination of the premises on the morning that the murders were committed, discovered the old man’s will in the drawer of a chest which was in his bedroom. This will was executed in the year 1805, 
by which it appeared that the cottage, and grounds appertaining to it were to remain in the occupation of Elizabeth Haines, his housekeeper, for one year after the testator’s death, and at the expiration of that period she was to resign all claim to the property, which then devolved to his daughter. There was a codicil to this will bequeathing several articles of furniture to 
his housekeeper on her resigning the occupation of the cottage, which were to be selected by herself from the stock on the premises. And in the event of his daughter's death it expressed that his little copyhold estate should be sold for the benefit of her surviving children. The daughter is a married woman upwards of sixty years of age, and resides with her husband, 
an aged man, about eight miles from her father's cottage. On being made acquainted with the murder of her parent and his housekeeper, the daughter and her husband immediately proceeded to the cottage, and took possession of it ; and it was remarked by several persons who were present on the occasion, that neither of them exhibited the slightest horror on 
witnessing the murdered bodies of the deceased persons, but that strangers, to whom the unfortunate poor creatures were unknown, manifested greater feelings of sorrow on beholding the horrid spectacle. The Rev. Mr. Bolland, (who has been indefatigable in his exertions to find out some clue to the discovery of this shocking murder,) on perusing the will, and also on 
being made acquainted with the apathy of feeling displayed by the daughter of the deceased on the occasion, thought proper to examine her very minutely with respect to her own family. In the course of the questions put by that gentleman, after considerable reluctance she acknowledged that she had a daughter, who had cohabited with a man of very bad character. 
She did not know how they gained their livelihood, but knew they were in the habit of tramping about the country. She could not take upon herself to say whether they had not been lying about on the commons in the neighbourhood of Fetcham, and was not aware that either of them had been seen at the late Leatherhead fair. In reply to Mr. Bolland, she also said that 
she had not been in the habit of visiting her father recently. During the time occupied by these interrogatories, the husband sat by the side of the fire, and remained perfectly silent. When the examination closed, the daughter seemed only anxious about her father's will, knowing that it had been taken out of the box. She seemed to be in a terrible fright, exclaiming, 
"Where is the will, gentlemen? It belongs to me ; I am the rightful owner of it ; the property is mine now." Mr. Bolland checked the very improper and unnatural feeling displayed by the woman, whose whole thoughts appeared to be absorbed on the subject of the little property which came into her immediate possession, in consequence of the murder of her father and 
his housekeeper. 
  Mr. Bolland having obtained no information where it was likely the two characters alluded to could be found, gave immediate directions that every exertion should be made for that purpose. 
  Yesterday se'nnight a young man, named Jones, was taken into custody by one of the turnkeys of the King's Bench prison, on suspicion of being implicated in murder. It appeared that Jones had just arrived from the country, and on walking through the Borough met with the young man casually, with whom he entered into conversation on the subject of the murder. 
They proceeded together towards the King's Bench prison, and on their way Jones said that the old people, meaning Akehurst and his housekeeper, had been murdered by knocking them on the head with a hammer ; and the person who committed the crime, he said, only got 11. 5s. in the house. The person to whom this conversation was addressed, surprised that 
the stranger should know so much respecting the circumstances of the murder, immediately suspected that he had a hand in it, and accordingly mentioned the above facts to a turnkey of the Bench, who brought him down to Union-hall police office. When Jones was apprehended, he had a bundle of new clothes under his arm, which he alleged to have purchased that 
morning for 17s., and 8s. more being found in his pockets on searching him, the suspicion was strengthened against him. On being questioned where he had got the money, and from what part of the country he had arrived, he equivocated very much, but at length said that he had come up that morning from Leatherhead, and added that he had found the money that 
purchased the new clothes, and part of which was in his pocket, tied up in a white handkerchief in Leatherhead fair, on Thursday night. 
  When Pople the officer proceeded to ask him some questions relative to the murder at Fetcham, Jones said, pulling up the sleeves of his coat, " You may see that I have no blood upon me ; and if you examine those clothes you will not find a speck of blood upon them." The suspicion excited against Jones was therefore considered so strong as to warrant his 
detention, and he was immediately taken down to Fetcham, where he underwent an examination before Mr. Bolland, in the course of which he equivocated so grossly that scarcely a word he uttered was to be believed. At length, however, on being threatened with commital [sic] to prison, he became exceedingly alarmed, and told a different story of the finding of the 
money. It ultimately, however, was ascertained that a man named Ball had been robbed at Leatherhead fair ; and that a handkerchief found on the person of the prisoner belonged to that person. Mr. Bolland accordingly committed him for further examination ; at the same time observing that there was a considerable suspicion attached to his conduct. The prisoner was 



 

 

therefore locked up in the cage on the Saturday night ; and the persons from, whom he declared he had obtained the particulars of the murder were directed to be sent for, in order to discover whether there was any truth in his assertions. During the examination Jones frequently protested his innocence of having any participation in the murders ; and before it 
concluded he was attacked with fits which lasted for a considerable time. Indeed, this man's conduct and behaviour since his apprehension has been so mysterious, that, independent of the charge of robbery that will be preferred against him, the Magistrates will strictly investigate whether there are grounds for suspecting that he was implicated in the murders. 
  Intelligence reached Union-hall late on Thursday evening, from an inhabitant of Beckenham, in Kent, that a party of Gipsies had early that morning encamped near the village, and from the description given of the parties suspected of being implicated in the bloody deed, an individual among the Gipsies resembled one of the people described. Newcome, an officer 
from Union-hall, was instantly despatched to the place pointed out, called Green-lane, in which two tents were pitched. It was past midnight when the constable reached the spot, and it may be naturally expected the Gipsies had gone to sleep. After examining their features, he was persuaded that they were not the parties wanted. He heard that Hall and Pople, who 
have been out two days searching the country for the fugitives, had visited the same party in the course of the day, to whom they had left their address, in order to show if any one went to their tents, that an investigation had been already accomplished. The Gipsies, however, began to relate to Newcome that they knew very well Mary Ayres, and the man with whom 
she cohabits. They stated further, that they had seen them near Guildford lately, but, on further inquiry, it turned out that this was full three weeks back. On being asked where they (the party with whom Newcome was conversing) were on the night that the murder was committed, it was answered, near Seven Oaks, in Kent. They said that the murder was spoken of 
wherever they went. In addition to this information, we have to state, that applications from the country, from accurate and full descriptions of the suspected individuals might be sent to the parties applying, which were accordingly sent of without loss of time. A letter reached Union-hall on Friday, that a woman dressed in a similar manner to the one given of Mary Ayres, 
was seen in the metropolis on Monday last ; but the information being anonymous, no attention was paid to It. A rumour prevailed on Friday that suspicion now attached to another Individual, against whom, hitherto, no imputation was raised, and that the suspected party was than in custody. Grassmith, who went down to Fetcham with the Gipsies, whom he 
apprehended near Windsor, had not returned on Friday afternoon, nor was it known whether they had been liberated or not. The probability is they had. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                          FETCHAM, Friday afternoon, 6 o'clock. 
  It will be in the recollection of our readers, that Grassmith, the officer, proceeded to Fetcham on Thursday morning, having in his custody Thomas Walker, Fanny Walker, and Moses Draper, who were all of the Gipsy tribe, whom he apprehended near Windsor on the preceding day on suspicion of having some knowledge of the murders recently perpetrated near 
Leatherhead, as those parties were seen in the neighbourhood about that period. On being brought before the Rev. Mr. Bolland and -- Hankey, Esq., they were strictly examined, in the course of which they satisfactorily accounted for their time and occupation from the commencement of Leatherhead fair up to their apprehension by Grassmith. The Magistrates 
therefore discharged them. 
  The examination of the Gipsies was scarcely over, when two individuals, named Jefferies and Skelton, sought an interview with Mr. Bolland, for the purpose of communicating to him a conversation that they had had a short time previously with a girl, fourteen years of age, named Bennett, whose parents reside in the next cottage to that lately inhabited by John 
Akehurst and his housekeeper, on the subject of the murders, which they (the communicants) considered was of such a nature as to attach considerable suspicion to those persons. (Mrs. Bennett and her son, it will be remembered, were examined on the inquest that sat on the bodies of the old people, and, by their evidence, it appeared, that they were the first who 
discovered the murders on Friday morning last.) Jefferies proceeded to state, that hearing of the murders that were perpetrated at Fetcham, he went, accompanied by Mr. Skelton, to that place, for the purpose of beholding the cottage in which such horrible acts of cruelty were so recently perpetrated. On their approach towards the orchard, they observed a girl, of 
whom they inquired for the cottage where the murders had been committed. The girl, who subsequently informed them that her name was Bennett, pointed out the house, and without receiving any encouragement from them, began of her own accord to be very communicative, relating little anecdotes of poor Akehurst and his housekeeper, in the course of which she 
said, "My father and mother were up almost the whole of the night that Master Akehurst was killed." Jefferies asked the girl what they were doing, and if they were in the habit of sitting up late? The girl said not. She was then asked whether she had heard her father go out. To this she replied, that she thought she heard him open the door in the night. She then, without 
being questioned, said, "I heard father say to brother Tom, that if any one should ask him questions, to stick to the same story that he had told before, (it may be necessary to state here that her brother Tom was the lad whose evidence was first taken on the inquest.) Jefferies, conceiving from the girl's admissions that some suspicion attached to the family, accordingly 
stated the above facts to Mr. Bolland, who lost no time in investigating the matter. He sent for Bennett and his wife, and without hinting at the conversation alleged to have taken place between their daughter and Jefferies, the magistrate proceeded to put several questions to each of them on the subject. In answer to a question whether he had been up late on the night 
of the murder, Bennett said that both he and his wife were uneasy the greater part of that night, but from what cause their uneasiness proceeded he could not tell ; one or two of the children were unwell he recollected that night, and that circumstance might have been the cause. Mr. Bolland then asked him whether he had gone out of doors in the course of the night ? 
Bennett paused for a little and said, that he had got up out of bed, opened the door that led into the road, and went outside, in order to see that his neighbour's cattle were not on his grounds. He added, that it was fair-time, which caused a good deal of noise and confusion in the neighbourhood. Bennett's wife, who was not present during the interrogatories put to her 
husband, was subsequently questioned on the subject. She varied in some degree from Bennett's account of the night in question. She said her husband had not gone out of doors at all on Thursday night, and denied having been more uneasy on that particular night than on any other. The variation in their accounts, together with the previous circumstances detailed 
by the little girl, excited some suspicions, and the Magistrate granted a search-warrant, which was put into the hands of Grassmith, the officer, who proceeded to execute it ; and on carefully examining the whole of Bennett's premises, there was nothing found to implicate him in the murders, and the Magistrates therefore discharged him. 
  Bennett declared most solemnly, that he never cautioned his son, or said, "stick to the same story," as related by his daughter to Mr. Jefferies. 

 
 

  1787 22 April Welwyn, HRT baptised son of Thos. & Ann [no further information] Original register 
  1824 26 January Cookham, BRK married Moses DRAPER x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Burdelea BIRMINGHAM x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit : William GARNE [one witness only]]                                                      Banns 

Original register 

  1826 
 

Leatherhead, SRY at the fair 
 

The Times, 21 October 
1826,  3 

  1826 18 October near Windsor, BRK arrested 
 

The Times, 21 October 
1826,  3 

  1826 20 October Fetcham, SRY in magistrates court It will be in the recollection of our readers, that Grassmith, the office, proceeded to 
Fetcham on Thursday morning, having in his custody Thomas Walker, Fanny Walker, 
and Moses Draper, who were all of the Gipsy tribe, whom he apprehended near 
Windsor on the preceding day on suspicion of having some knowledge of the murders 
recently perpetrated near Leatherhead, as those parties were seen in the 
neighbourhood about that period. On being brought before the Rev. Mr. Bolland and --- 
Hankey Esq., they were strictly examined, in the course of which they satisfactorily 
accounted for their time and occupation from the commencement of Leatherhead-fair up 
to their apprehension by Grassmith. The magistrates therefore discharged them. 

The Times, 21 October 
1826,  3 

  1841 1st Quarter Barnet, HRT death registered  GRO Index 
  1841 25 March Ridge, HRT buried aged 51, Rabley, Ridge. Buried by Coroner’s Inquest Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Famous 

 
  1807 Easter [Easter 

Sunday = 29 
March] 

Hertford, HRT at the Sessions Margaret & Famous DRAPER & Marilla SMITH. No case noted SAF database 

 
 
DRAPER, Elizabeth 

 
  1788 9 March Houghton Conquest, BDF baptised daughter of Abraham & Sarah FamilySearch 

 
 
DRAPER, Favoridge 

 
  1788 15 December Cottered, HRT baptised daughter of Samuel & Margaret, (Travellers), Pauper Original register 
  1826 27 April Stevenage, St. Nicholas, 

HRT 
buried aged 38, Fambridge the Wife of Saunders SMITH - a travelling Gypsy, She died in the 

parish of Ippolites [as Fambridge SMITH] 
Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Elizabeth 

 
c1788   birth   
  1818 25 October Winchester, HAM committed to County Bridewell aged 29, held in prison to be tried at the Epiphany Quarter Sessions as rogues and 

vagabonds in the company of Charles Watson 17, Nathaniel Lee 29, Zachariah Lee 17, 
Joseph Lee 19, Elizabeth Draper 30, Mark Lee 40, Susan Lee 36, Amelia Lee 30 and 
Mary Lee 24. No prosecution 

Calendars of Prisoners, 
County Bridewell, 
Winchester, Hampshire 
(SAF) 



 

 

 
 
DRAPER, James 

 
  1808 25 August Aston, HRT baptism of Hetty James & Susanna, privately, [no further information] Original register 
  1808 31 August Aston, HRT burial of Hetty daughter of James & Susanna, Infant Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Valentine 

 
  1789 18 January High Wycombe, BKM baptised son of Valentine & Sarah, poor Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Rachel Brittain 

 
  1789 17 June Willen, BKM baptised Gypsey woman Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Abraham 

 
  1789 27 December Houghton Conquest, BDF baptised son of Abraham & Sarah FamilySearch 

 
 
DRAPER, Maritta 

 
c1789   birth   
  1875 1st Quarter Hemel Hempstead, HRT death registered aged 86 GRO Index 

 
 
DRAPER, William 

 
  1809 5 November Long Compton, WAR baptism of Nelson Wm. & Argetto (Traveller) Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Randolph 
 

  1809 17 August Watton at Stone, HRT buried a Gypsey Original register 
 
 
DRAPER, Zachariah 

 
c1789   birth   
  1818 25 October Winchester, HAM committed to County Bridewell held in prison to be tried at the Epiphany Quarter Sessions as rogues and vagabonds in 

the company of Charles Watson 17, Nathaniel Lee 29, Zachariah Lee 17, Joseph Lee 
19, Elizabeth Draper 30, Mark Lee 40, Susan Lee 36, Amelia Lee 30 and Mary Lee 24. 
No prosecution 

Calendars of Prisoners, 
County Bridewell, 
Winchester, Hampshire 
(SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Charles 

 
  1790 22 February  birth  Original register (SAF) 
  1790 2 May Marylebone, St. Mary, 

MDX 
baptised son of Napthali & Grace, [no further information], born 22 Feb 1790 Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Samuel 

 
  1785 27 February Walkern, HRT baptised son of Samuel & Mary Original register 
c1790  Shillington, BDF birth   
  1830 5 September Little Brickhill, BKM baptism of Ann Sêwlian Samuel & Margaret [née PIERCE], Gypsy (GLS) 
c1833  Codicote, HRT birth of Margaret   
  1838 3 June Great Wymondley, HRT baptism of Ambrose Samuel & Christiana, Traveller of Great Wymondley 

[entire entry crossed through] 
Original register (SAF) 

  1838 2nd Quarter Hemel Hempsted, HRT birth of Hannah registered  GRO Index 
  1840  Charlton, HRT painting of tent, by Jacob 

Thompson 
Gipsies Llewellyn Jewitt, The Life 

and Works of Jacob 
Thompson (London: 
published for the author by 
J.S. Virtue & Co., 1882), 
24. 

c1841  Wheathampstead, HRT birth of Hannah   
  1844 1st Quarter St. Albans, HRT birth of Edward registered  GRO Index 
  1844 18 February Wheathampstead, HRT baptism of Edward Samuel & Margaret, Wandering, Fidler [sic] Original register (SAF) 



 

 

  1850 8 January White Way Bottom, Kings 
Walden, HRT 

birth of Famebridge Samuel & Margaret, Gypsy Birth certificate transcript 
(SAF) 

  1850 1st Quarter Hitchen, HRT birth of Famebridge registered  GRO Index 
  1851 30 March Kings Walden, HRT [all crossed through] Henry WILLIAMS    Head M    26    Ag Laborer  Pirton, HRT 

Elizabeth WILLIAMS  Wife M    24         Wife   Langley, HRT 
Mary Ann WILLIAMS  Dau          2    Palswalden, HRT 
Emma WILLIAMS     do          9month           Do         Do 
 
[Tents in lane, Company of Gipsies] 
 
James SHAW    Head M    19    Fiddler    Ingland, Parish un none 
Salena SHAW    Wife M    22    Net Maker   Brikil, BKM 
 
[                         Do                           ] 
 
Charlindy SMITH    Head W    50   Tinman Net Maker  B. Stortford, ESS 
Charles SMITH    Son U    18    Fiddler   Lulton, BDF 
William SMITH     Son U    14       Do   Clohall, HRT 
 
[                         Do                           ] 
 
Samuel DRAPER    Head M    60    Fiddler   Shitlington, BDF 
Margrate DRAPER    Wife M    40    Net Maker   Wardon, BDF 
Margrate DRAPER    Dau U    17     Do    Do   Codicot, HRT 
Ambros DRAPER    Son U    13    Fiddler   Wymondly, HRT 
Hanah DRAPER    Dau U    10    Wethamstead, HRT 
Edward DRAPER    Son U      8              Do           Do 
Famebridge 
              DRAPER    Dau U      1    Kingswalden, HRT             / 
 
[    -    ] 
 
Richard DAVIS    Head M    57    Tinman and Grinder  Ireland un known 
Jane DAVIS     Wife M    40  ?Farmer   Hertford 
Edward SMITH    Ldg          8    CAM 
 
[Tent in Lane, Gipsies] 

HO107 1710 424v 
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  1856 16 October Hitchin, HRT first exhibition of Hitchin 
Market Place painting 

  MECHANICS' INSTITUTION. - A soirée was held on the 16th inst., to celebrate the 
21st anniversary of this Institution. It took place in the large room of the Town Hall...The 
paintings were particularly good, and one occupied especial attention ; it was termed 
"Hitchin Market as it was,' [sic] before the Corn Exchange was built and the old building 
pulled down, shewing the Red Lion Inn and the Market ; it excited much interest, as 
there could be recognised in the painting Thomas Hailey, Esq.; John Whiting, Samuel 
Allen, William Lucas, F. P. D. Radcliffe, Esq.; Rev. C. D. Radcliffe, Mr. Isaac Newton, 
John Ransom, and two other well-known faces, one named Mansel, and the other 
Draper, an old fiddler... 

The Herts. Guardian, 
Agricultural Journal, and 
General Advertiser, 25 
October 1856, 4 

  1861 7 April King's Walden, HRT  Samuel DRAPER    Head M    73    Traveller   Shillingstone, BDF 
Margaret DRAPER    Wife M    50         Do   Warden, BDF 
Hannah DRAPER    Dau U    19         Do   St. Albans, HRT 
Edward DRAPER    Son U    17         Do   Bush Wimbley, HRT 
Famebridge 
               DRAPER    Dau U    15         Do   Kings Walden, HRT 
Susan GAMMON    Ldg U    18         Do   N.K. 
 
[Mill Lane (Tent)] 

RG9 820 114v 

  1861 22 May Hitchin, HRT possibly playing at the fair   WHITSUNTIDE FAIR. - On Wednesday afternoon last a number of those who enjoy a 
dance on the green sward, attended Butt’s Close, the usual place of rendezvous on a 
Whit Wednesday ; but the glories of the fair are faded away. Nothing but a few dancing 
booths and stalls were on the ground to remind the inhabitants of what had been in 
former years. 

The Hertford Mercury and 
Reformer, 25 May 1861, 3 

  1865 early October Baldock, HRT possibly playing at the fair   THE OLD FAIR. - This fair, once so popular in the locality and so largely and 
respectably attended, is becoming less attractive, less respectable, and smaller every 
year. The habit of young persons, especially girls, attending such an assemblage for 
pleasure, dancing in booths and public houses to the music of gipsey fiddlers, is much 
to be reprehended, and ought to be discountenanced. 

The Hertford Mercury and 
Reformer, 7 October 1865, 
3 

  1865  Pirton Cross, HRT painting of tent, by Samuel 
Lucas 

 Hitchin Museum, ref.481, 
'A Sketch Book of Samuel 
Lucas A Hitchin Artist 1805 
- 1870' 

  1866 7 October Bernards Heath, St. 
Albans, HRT 

death of Famebridge aged 16, daughter of Samuel, Jobbing Labourer Death certificate transcript 
(SAF) 

  1866 4th Quarter St. Albans, HRT death of Famebridge 
registered 

aged 16 GRO Index 

  1866 10 October St. Albans, St. Peter, 
HRT 

burial of Famebridge aged 16, St. Michael Original register 

  1869 5 May Knebworth, HRT charged with allowing a 
donkey to stray 

 The Hertfordshire Express, 
29 May 1869, 3 

  1869 late May Stevenage, HRT in magistrates court Samuel Draper was fined 5s, for allowing his donkey to stray upon the highway, at 
Knebworth, on the 5th inst. 

The Hertfordshire Express, 
29 May 1869, 3 

  1870 10 January Bernards Heath, St. died Musician, aged 80 Death certificate (SAF) 



 

 

Albans, HRT  
  STOTFOLD. 
  Died recently at the above place, Samuel Draper, better known as “Old Sam Draper,” 
a gipsy fiddler, who will be remembered by the people of Herts. and Beds. The old man 
breathed his last at this village, and bequeathed £205 5s. in the bank to his widow, and 
to an old friend that now lives in Luton practising medicine, one dozen clothes pegs and 
his portrait. 

+ 
The Luton Times and 
Dunstable Herald, 28 May 
1870, 3 

  1870 1st Quarter St. Albans, HRT death registered aged 80 GRO Index 
  1870 12 January St. Albans, St. Peter, 

HRT 
buried aged 80, St. Michaels 

 
 
Jan. 12, in a tent on Bernard’s Heath, St. Alban’s, Samuel Draper, aged 82. 

Original register 
+ 
The Hertfordshire 
Advertiser, 15 January 
1870, 5 

  1871 3 June Frogmore, Kings Walden, 
HRT 

 Mary DRAPER    Head  W   63    Plaiter   Kingswalden, HRT 
Edward DRAPER    Son  U    25    Ag Labourer  Kingswalden, HRT 

RG10 1369 119v 

  1881 3 April Union Workhouse, 
Hitchin, HRT 

 ...Margaret 
              DRAPER   Inmate  W   77    Travelling Gipsy  Warden, BDF     ... 

RG11 1421 111 

  1888 23 June Welwyn, HRT death of Margaret aged 83, Union Workhouse, Widow of Samuel Draper, A Travelling Musician of Welwyn 
[posthumous attribution] 

Death certificate transcript 
(SAF) 

  1888 2nd Quarter Hatfield, HRT death of Margaret registered aged 83 GRO Index 
 
 
DRAPER, Luke Page 

 
  1791 20 February Highworth, WIL baptised son of Luke PAGE & Sarah DRAPER FmailySearch 
  1851 30 March Highworth, WIL  Sarah DRAPER    Head W    82    Blunsdon, WIL 

Luke DRAPER    Son W    61    Lab   Highworth, WIL 
HO107 1833 68v 

  1856 3rd Quarter Highworth, WIL death registered [as Luke DRAPER[ GRO Index 
 
 
DRAPER, Annis 

 
c1791   birth   
  1867 4th Quarter Banbury, OXF death registered aged 76 GRO Index 

 
 
DRAPER, Elizabeth M. 

 
c1791  Westminster, MDX birth 

  

c1821  Chatham, KNT birth of Elizabeth 
  

  1848 4th Quarter Malling, KNT marriage of Elizabeth 
registered 

Thomas CURTIS = Elizabeth DRAPER GRO Index 

  1851 30 March Deptford, St. Paul, KNT 
 

Thomas CURTIS    Head M    29    Brazier & Cutler  Feltham, SRY 
Elizabeth CURTIS    Wife M    29    Chatham, KNT 
William CURTIS    Son          6    Scholar   Wrotham, KNT 
Mary M CURTIS    Dau          4    Kingston, SRY 
John CURTIS    Son          2    Deptford, KNT 
Martha CURTIS    Dau          3 wks             Do 
Elizabeth 
         M DRAPER    Moth-in-l 
   W    59    Hawker of pegs & …  Westminster, MDX 
William EDWARDS    G’son to the last 
            7 Mo   Deptford, KNT     …           / 
 
Jane CURTIS    Head M    56    Hawker  All the  Devizes, WIL 
John CURTIS    Son U    28 Adults are Hawkers  Chertsey, SRY 
Elizabeth CURTIS    Dau M    25      of Clothes pegs &c 
Jesica CURTIS    Dau U    23    Newbury, BRK 
Charles CURTIS    Son U    19    Tisbury, WIL 
Christopher 
                CURTIS    Son        16    SRY 
Harriet CURTIS    Dau        14 
William CURTIS    Son          8    Feltham, MDX 
William 
       WILLOUGHBY    Ldg M    27        Hurst, SSX 
Mary 
   A WILLOUGHBY    G’child          2    SRY 
Hannah 
      WILLOUGHBY        Do         10 m    Putney, MDX 
George PARKER    Ldg U     22    Deptford, KNT 
Mary REEVES     Do  U     21 
Anne REEVES    Child of last    2    Deptford, KNT 

HO107 1584 528v  
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DRAPER, John 

 
  1811 8 October Ardeley, HRT married John DRAPER x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Susannah HERON x, Spinster, of the same 
Original register 



 

 

[wit : Edward PEARMAN / James SWAIN]                                                    Banns 
 
 
DRAPER, Marella 

 
  1807 Easter [Easter 

Sunday = 29 
March] 

Hertford, HRT at the Sessions Margaret & Famous DRAPER & Marilla SMITH. No case noted SAF database 

c1811   birth of Moll Ambrose & Merella SMITH Lee/Smith, 2 
  1811 1 June  birth of Rachel  FreeREG 
  1811 5 June Lowestoft, St. Margaret, 

SFK 
baptism of Rachel Ambrose SMITH & Marella or Maria DRAPER, Gypsey, Lowestoft, born 1 June FreeREG 

  1813 11 November Adleburgh with 
Hazlewood, SFK 

baptism of Carehappy Hambro & Marilla SMITH, Travelling Tinker & Grinder, St Stephen Norwich Lee/Smith, 2 + 
FamilySearch 

  1816 8 September Belton, SFK baptism of Honor Ambrose & Mary FamilySearch 
  1822 14 November Great Holland, ESS baptism of Fabridge Ambrose & Mary, Brasier, Norwich Original register transcript 

(SAF) 
  1825 31 July Costessey, NFK baptism of Mary Ambrose & Morella, Gypsies FreeREG 

 
 
DRAPER, Spencer 

 
  1811 13 January Stoke Goldington, BKM baptism of John Spencer & Elizabeth, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1817 12 October Bow Brickhill, BKM baptism of Goliath Spenser & Elizabeth, (Gypsey) Original register 
  1824 22 August Emberton, BKM baptism of Diana Spencer & Elizabeth, Gipsy Original register 
  1827 9 January  birth of Nelson  Original register 
  1827 21 January Hambledon, BKM baptism of Nelson Spencer & Elizabeth, Gypsy, Hambledon, born 9 January Original register 
  1829 15 March Little Brickhill, BKM baptism of Lavinia Spencer & Elizabeth, Gipsies, Sojourners Original register transcript 
  1830 4 March Puttenham, HRT burial of Lavinia aged 1 Original register (SAF) 
  1831 1 May Slapton, BKM baptism of Abraham Spencer & Elizabeth, Slapton Original register (SAF) 
  1846 13 November Marsworth, BKM burial of Nelson of no fixed abode, aged 18 Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, William 

 
  1792 7 April 

 
birth 

 
FamilySearch 

  1792 3 June Marylebone, St. Mary, 
MDX 

baptised son of Naphtali & Grace, born 7 April FamilySearch 

 
 
DRAPER, Luke 

 
  1793 27 April Northwold, NFK baptised son of Isaac & Sarah, Gypsies Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Joseph 

 
  1793 23 June Wallington, HRT baptised son of Joseph & Sarah, [no further information] Original register 
c1794  Bishops Stortford, HRT birth son of 'Old' Joe Draper Thompson MSS., Ms.eng. 

misc.c.770, f.162 
  1817 6 January Great Munden, HRT marriage of parents Josheph DRAPER [sic] x, Bachelor, of this Parish = 

Sarah SHAW x, Spinster, of this Parish 
[wit: Ann STACEY / C. DUGAN / Jeremiah HOLGATE] 
N : B : Travellers [sic] 

Original register 

  1851 30 March Rushden, HRT  Sarah DRAPER    Head W   80    Pauper   [Bishop Stortford], HRT 
Joseph DRAPER    Son U    58       Do   Wallington, HRT 

HO107 1707 190v 

  1851 3rd Quarter Royston, HRT death of mother registered  GRO Index 
  1851 24 July Rushden, HRT burial of mother aged 80, Rushden Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Hezekiah 

 
c1793  

 
birth   

  1822 13 August Bedford, BDF in gaol Age: 29 
 Gender: Male 
 Height: 5 feet 11 inches  
 Hair Colour: Black 
 Complexion: Dark 
 Identifying Features: A gypsy 
 Residence(town/village): Ampthill 
 Residence(county): Bedfordshire 

Bedfordshire Gaol 
Register, BLARS QGV10/1 



 

 

 Offence: Stealing a Male Ass 
 Committed By: Rev.G.Cardale 
 When Committed: 13/08/1822 
 Trial Type: Lent Assizes 1823 
 Type of Gaol: Bedford County Gaol 
 How Disposed: Removed to Hertford on a charge  

of Horse stealing 
 General Remarks on Prisoner: Orderly 

 

  1822 mid August Hertford, HRT in gaol 
 

Bedfordshire Gaol 
Register, BLARS QGV10/1 

  1822 15 December Cardington, BDF baptism of Hizekiah Hizekiah & Sarah, Traville [sic] Original register (SAF) 
  1823 6 March Hertford, HRT at the Assizes The following convicts received sentence of death : Thomas Hoskins and Hezekiah 

Draper, for horse-stealing...The prisoners  Draper and Clapham begged for mercy, 
urging that although they had been dreadful sinners, yet they promised to amend their 
lives if they were spared on the present occasion. 

Jackson’s Oxford Journal, 
15 March 1823, 4 
+ 
Bedfordshire Archives, 
QRS/25/1822/339 

  1823  St. Albans, HRT   National Archives HO17/ 
058/00274, Home Office 
Criminal Petitions Series I 

  1823- 
  1827 

6 March - 
11 January 

 in gaol Birth year                     1803 
Age                               20 
Marital status                Married 1 Child 
Occupation                   Tinker 
Conviction date             06 March 1823 
Incarceration year        1823 
Offence                         Horse stealing 
Sentence                      Life 
Where convicted           Hertford 
County                          Hertfordshire 
Country                         England 
Hulk                              Antelope 
Character from gaoler  This man is a stranger & not known before 
Character from hulk      Orderly 
How and when disposed of 
                                      Discharged to Dromedary 11 January 1827 

National Archives HO7/3, 
Prison Registers 

1827 11 January  removed to hulk ‘Dromedary’  National Archives HO7/3, 
Prison Registers 

1827 9 July Bermuda, WEST INDIES transported for life  National Archives HO13/ 
49/129, Prison Registers 

 
 

DRAPER, Ann 
 

  1794 9 February Saltby, LEI baptised the illegitimate Daug. of Mary, Pauper Original register 
 
 
DRAPER, Hannah 

 
  1795 20 March Manuden, ESS baptised daughter of Samuel & Margaret, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 
  1841 7 June Fisher's Green, 

Stevenage, HRT 
 Hannah DRAPER         40   Widw  Ind   Y 

Joseph DRAPER         35    Ag Labr   Y 
Ann DRAPER         37    Y 
Ann DRAPER           5    Y 

HO107 437 5 6  

  1871 2 April Stevenage, HRT  Joseph DRAPER    Head M    70    Dealer   N K 
Ann DRAPER    Wife do  40     Hawker   N K     ... 
Ann DRAPER    Wife U    27    Straw Plaiter  N K     ... 
 
Hannah DRAPER    Head U    76    Hawker   Aston, HRT 

RG10 1366 26 

 
 
DRAPER, Susanne 

 
  1795 20 December Ardeley, HRT baptised daughter of Samuel & Peggy, [no further information] Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Phoebe 

 
c1796   birth   
  1868 1st Quarter Berkhampsted, BKM death registered aged 72 GRO Index 

 
 
DRAPER, Frederick 

 



 

 

  1797 June Bix, OXF birth reputed son of Lacy & Sybil, alias Sabina Reginald Hine, Hitchin 
Worthies (London: George 
Allen & Unwin, 1932), 348 

c1819 
 

Wargrave, BRK birth of Wellington 
  

  1826 11 July 
 

birth of George 
 

Original register transcript 
  1826 16 July Ealing, MDX baptisn of George Frederick & Marianne, Gipsy, Ealing. Born 11 July 1826 Original register transcript 
  1827 4 November Swallowfield, BRK baptism of Syberina Fredc & Ann, Travelling Tinker, Farley Hill Original register 
  1854 3 December Eversley, HAM marriage of Wellington Wellington DRAPER x, Bachelor, of full age, Grinder, son of Frederick, Grinder = 

Georgina LEE, Spinster, daughter of Charles, Tinker 
Original register (SAF) 

  1859 6 March Wargave, BRK death of supposed mother aged 108, wife of George DRAPER, Gipsy 
 
An inquest was held before R. Clarke, Esq., Coroner, on Monday, the 7th inst., at 
Wargrave, on the body of Sibelina Draper, a Gipsy woman, who, if the statements of the 
husband can be relied on, would have attained the extraordinary age of 109 years next 
month. It appeared from the evidence that about a fortnight since the deceased and her 
husband, George Draper, with a daughter, camped in a lane near the above village; the 
deceased had been an invalid for the last seven or eight years, but her faculties were 
good; she had not had medical attendance for a long time. On Sunday a great many 
persons went to the camp to see the deceased, it being understood that she was of the 
age above stated; she ate her dinner and meals on Sunday as well as ever, and 
appeared to enjoy herself with a pipe, which she had been in the habit of smoking for 
many years. About half-past six in the evening, the deceased died suddenly in the 
presence of her husband, daughter, and a Mrs. Wise, who resided in the village, and 
was passing by at the time. Mr. Taylor, surgeon, of Wargrave, examined the body, and 
considered death arose from old age. Verdict accordingly. 

Death certificate (SAF) 
+ 
The Reading Mercury, 
Oxford Gazette, Newbury 
Herald, and Berks County 
Newspaper, 12 March 
1859, 5 

  1859 1st Quarter Wokingham, BRK death of mother registered [as Sabrina] GRO Index 
  1859 8 March Wargave, BRK burial of mother aged 108 Hine, 350 
  1859 7 November Leavesden, HRT witness to marriage Thomas GREGORY x, 20, Bachelor, Hawker, son of John, Basket Maker = 

Britannia DRAPER x, 19, Spinster, daughter of Shipton, Hawker [posthumous 
attribution] 
[wit : Frederick DRAPER x / Rosetta LEE x]                                                 Banns 

Original register 

  1871 2 April St. Giles, Reading  ... Frederick 
                DRAPER    Ldg W    75   Labourer Farm  Upper Apendon, OXF     ...  

RG10 1282 46 

  1881 3 April Whitley Wood, Reading, 
BRK 

 Frederick DRAPER    Head W    85   Basket maker  Wargrave, BRK 
William DRAPER    Son M    60    Basket Maker  Wargrave, BRK 
Elizabeth DRAPER    Dau-in-l 

M    57    Beckenfield, BKM 
William DRAPER    G'son        18    Ag Lab   Tadley, HAM 
Frederick DRAPER    G'son          8    Scholar   Reading, BRK     ...            / 
 
Damon LEE    Head M    50    Tinker   White Waltham, BRK 
Mizelli LEE    Wife M    48    Hawker   Newbury, BRK 
Annie LEE    Dau U    16    Genl Serv. (House Maid) Farnham, SRY 
Agnes LEE    Dau        15    Scholar   Shinfield, BRK 
Absolom LEE    Son        11        do         do        do 
Henry LEE    Son          9        do         do        do 
Louisa LEE    Dau          7        do         do        do 
Charles LEE    Son          5        do   Whitley, BRK 
Walter LEE    Son          2    Farnham, SRY 

RG11 1309 97 
 
 
 
 
                    97v 

  1891 5 April Whitley Wood, Reading, 
BRK 

 Fred DRAPER    Head W    94    General Labourer  Bix, OXF 
Willm DRAPER    Son do   74                 do   Harehatch, OXF 
Fred DRAPER    Neph S     19                 do  Reading, BRK 

RG12 997 67 

  1901 31 March Whitley Wood, Reading, 
BRK 

[Frederick senior = ‘Feeble 
Minded’] 

Frederick DRAPER    Head W  103        Bix, OXF 
Wellington 
                 DRAPER    Son W    82    Skewer Maker  Hare Hatch, OXF 
Fred DRAPER    G'son  S    27    General Labourer  Reading, BRK 
Charles CUSDEN    Bdr  S    58    General Labourer  Shinfield, BRK 

RG13 1148 153 

  1902 25 January Whitley Wood, Reading, 
BRK 

death  Death certificate - SAF 
database 

  1902 30 January Reading, BRK burial aged 104, General Labourer SAF database 
 
 
DRAPER, Elias 

 
  1797 2 December  birth   
  1798 3 January Marylebone, St. Mary, 

MDX 
baptised son of Joseph & Elizabeth, born 2 Dec 1797 Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Joseph 

 
  1798 28 April Bishop's Stortford, HRT birth  Original register 
  1798 29 April Bishop's Stortford, St. 

Michael, HRT 
baptised son of Samuel & Peggy, [no further information], born Ap. 28 Original register 

c1835 
 

Harpenden, HRT birth of Ann 
  

  1841 7 June Fisher's Green, 
Stevenage, HRT 

 Hannah DRAPER         40   Widw  Ind   Y 
Joseph DRAPER         35    Ag Labr   Y 

HO107 437 5 6  



 

 

Ann DRAPER         37    Y 
Ann DRAPER           5    Y 

  1842 3 July Egham, SRY baptism of Joseph Joseph & Mary, Gipsy, No settled place of Abode Original register 
  1851 30 March Stevenage, HRT  Joseph DRAPER    Head M    54    Vendor of Small Wares Bps Stortford, HRT 

Ann DRAPER    Wife M    46    Dunton, BDF 
Ann DRAPER    Dau U    15    Straw Plaiter  Harpenden, HRT 

HO107 1709 212v 

  1861 7 April Stevenage, HRT  Joseph DRAPER    Head M    66    Musician   Bishops Stortford, HRT 
Ann DRAPER    Wife M    57    Vendor of Small Wares Dunton, BDF 
Ann DRAPER    Niece U    25    Straw Plaiter  Harpenden, HRT 
James DRAPER    G'son U    18    Musician   Welwyn, HRT 

RG9 817 69v 

  1871 2 April Stevenage, HRT  Joseph DRAPER    Head M    70    Dealer   N K 
Ann DRAPER    Wife do  40     Hawker   N K 
Ann DRAPER    Niece U    27    Straw plaiter  N K     ... 
 
Hannah DRAPER    Head U    76    Hawker   Aston, HRT 

RG10 1366 26 

  1877 5 January Fisher's Green, 
Stevenage, HRT 

died aged 83, A Day Labourer Death certificate (SAF) 

  1877 1st Quarter Hitchin, HRT death registered aged 83 GRO Index 
  1877 8 January Stevenage, HRT buried aged 83, Symonds Green  Stevenage Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Joshua 

 
c1798  not known, HRT birth   
  1839 30 June Rushden, HRT baptism of Catherine Joshua & Catherine, Labr, Rushden Original register 
  1841 7 June Rushden, HRT [as Joshway] Joshway DRAPER          40    Ag Lab   Y 

Cathrine DRAPER          40    Y 
Cathrine DRAPER            2    Y 

HO107 446 12 8 

  1853 30 July Royston, HRT buried aged 55, Rushden Original register 
 
 
DRAPER, Rhoda 

 
  1798 12 August Amersham, BKM baptised daughter of Righteous & Rachel [no further information] Original register (SAF) 

 
 
DRAPER, Samuel 

 
  1799 8 August Kensworth, BDF baptism of Rychus & Samuel sons of Sibby, from Newton  Bucks, twin sons Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, William 

 
  1819 10 January Market Lavington, WIL baptism of William William & Sarah, Labourer, Easterton Original register transcript 

 
 
DRAPER, Kaisa 

 
  1800 14 December Ayot St. Lawrence, HRT baptised daughter of Saml & Margaret [no further information] Original register 

 
 
DRAPER, Catherine 

 
c1800  Sandon, HRT birth   
  1839 30 June Rushden, HRT baptism of Catherine Joshua & Catherine, Labr, Rushden Original register 
  1841 7 June Rushden, HRT  Joshway DRAPER          40    Ag Lab   Y 

Cathrine DRAPER          40    Y 
Cathrine DRAPER            2    Y 

HO107 446 12 8 

  1853 30 July Royston, HRT burial of Joshua aged 55, Rushden Original register 
  1861 7 April Rushden, HRT [Stephen, Mary & Catherine = 

‘deaf + dumb from birth’] 
Catherine DRAPER    Head W   61    Sandon, HRT 
Stephen BERRY    Son U    35    Ag labourer  Rushden, HRT  
Mary BERRY    Dau U    27    Dress Maker        Do        Do 
William BERRY    Son U    25    Ag labourer        Do        Do 
Catherine BERRY    Dau U    22    Dress Maker        Do        Do 
Joshua BERRY    Dau U    15    Ag labr         Do        Do 

RG9 811 111 

  1881 3 April Rushden, HRT [Stephen, Mary & Katherine = 
‘Deaf + Dumb from Birth’] 

Kitty DRAPER    Head W   82    Formerly Lab Wife  Sandon, HRT 
Stephen BERRY    Son U    54    Ag Lab   Rushden, HRT  
Mary BERRY    Dau U    48    Dress Maker  Rushden, HRT 
William BERRY    Son U    42    Ag Lab   Rushden, HRT                   / 
Katherine DRAPER    Dau U    42    Dress Maker  Rushden, HRT 

RG11 1410 36v 
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  1889 14 May  died aged 89, of Rushden The Royston Crow, 31 May 
1889, page not known 
(SAF database) 

  1889 2nd Quarter Royston, HRT death registered aged 89 GRO Index 
  1889 18 May Royston, HRT buried aged 89, Rushden Original register 

 
 



 

 

DRAPER, James 
 

c1800 
  

birth 
  

  1861 7 April Great Bolton, LAN  ...James DRAPER    Ldg U    60    Hawker (General)  Locality not known, ENG RG9 2834 70 
 


