
1841 census - 12 people encamped in a stable and tent  
in Ewell Street, Ewell, Dover, Kent 

Transcribed by Anne Lane 
 

JAMES EMMETT, 50, Tinker and Sweeper, born same county (Kent) 

ANN EMMETT, 45, wife, no occupation listed, born Ireland 

JAMES EMMETT, 25, son, Tinker and Sweeper, born Kent. 

HABRAHAM EMMETT, 20, son, Tinker and Sweeper, born Kent 

JOSEPH EMMETT, 15, son, Tinker and Sweeper, born Kent 

EDWARD EMMETT, 10, son, Tinker and Sweeper, born Kent 

ROBERT EMMETT, 13, Tinker and Sweeper, born Kent 

SUSANNAH EMMETT, 19, daughter, born Kent 

THOMAS EMMETT, 19, Tinker and Sweeper, born Kent 

JOHN EMMETT, 3 months, son, born Kent 

ALEXANDER ROSE, 10, born Kent 

JOHN MARSH, 14, born Kent 
 

Additional family history notes courtesy of Anne Lane: 

The Emmett family continued working as Chimney Sweeps in the Dover 
area. Abraham Emmett (1817-1873) and his family were living "in the 
open air"  at Womenswold, near Dover in 1861 and he was working as  
a "Chimney Sweeper". In 1871 they were encamped by the roadside on 
Old Mount, Hill Road, Whitfield, Dover and Abraham was still a Chimney 
Sweep. 

In 1867 Abraham was taken to court charged with "unlawfully lodging 
under a tent" (Dover Express, 15 March 1867). The article states: "he 
had been seen on a piece of land called Hay Cliff in the parish of 
Hougham (near Dover)…he and about a dozen other persons were 
sitting around a fire near a tent…he is a Sweep by trade…frequent 
complaints about him encamping on the highway and cutting wood…he 
got his living by making pegs and sweeping chimneys…he was sent to 
the House of Correction for 14 days with hard labour…" 



In the same week, Abraham’s son, John Emmett was sent to prison for 
"unlawfully uprooting a tree". 

In 1865, at Wingham Petty Sessions court, John Emmett pleaded guilty 
to a charge of allowing a boy of 10 years to ascend a chimney at Alkham 
for the purpose of sweeping it. 

In 1881 John Emmett, 44, was a Chimney Sweep. He and his family 
were living in tents at Chalk Pits, Charing, Kent. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


