
1841 census - encampment in Tadmarton, Banbury, Oxfordshire 

9 people in 2 tents, all recorded as Hawkers 
 

Transcribed by Anne Lane 

 
TENT 1 - THE SMITH FAMILY 

JOSEPH SMITH, 31, Hawker, born Oxfordshire 

SUSANNAH SMITH, 23, ditto, ditto 

FRANCES SMITH, 12, ditto, ditto 

HENERY SMITH, 6, ditto, ditto 

JOSEPH SMITH, 4, ditto, ditto 

REGISTER SMITH, 6 months, ditto 

 

TENT 2 - THE WARD FAMILY 

JANE WARD, 48, Hawker, born Oxfordshire 

JOHN WARD, 14, ditto, ditto 

ELIZA WARD, 8, ditto 

 

Additional family history notes courtesy of Anne Lane: 
 
Subsequent censuses show that the Smith family stayed in the 
Tadmarton area, at least until 1891, but tents were not mentioned 
specifically after 1841. Joseph Smith senior was later listed as a Drover, 
as were some of his sons. In 1881, he was recorded as being supported 
by the Union and his wife Susannah was a Travelling Hawker. 

Baptism records for their children show a variety of occupations for 
Joseph senior: • In 1833 he was a "Gipsy without any fixed residence"  
• In 1837 a Travelling Tinman • In 1843 a "temporary resident on 
Tadmarton Heath"  • In 1849 a Higgler. When his son Hercules was 
married in 1862, he was a Cattle Driver. Hercules' name was written as 
"Arculus", with a note "so pronounced by the man who is illiterate". 

 


