
1841 census - encampment of Showfolk in Smithfield, St Martin's, 
Birmingham, Warwickshire 

66 people in vans 
Transcribed by Anne Lane 

No details are given on birth places for anyone. Out of the total of 66 people, 
only 12 are named in full. There is one unnamed Show woman. 

Anne conjectures that the unnamed Wombwell could well be  
George Wombwell, the founder of the famous Menagerie. 

Van 1 
JOHN MORGAN, 50, Showman. 

MARY MORGAN, 50, no occupation stated. 

SOFIA SMITH, 13, F.S. (female servant). 

 

Van 2 
THOMAS LUSKEY, 45, Showman. 

MARY LUSKEY, age not stated, no occupation stated. 

N/K,14. 

 

Van 3 
JOSEPH HOLLOWAY, 25, Showman. 

HANNAH HOLLOWAY, 25, occupation not stated. 

N/K, 5 

N/K, 4. 

N/K, 8 months. 

N/K, 15, F.S. (female servant). 

 

Van 4 
LUKE ROBERTS, 65, Showman. 

JANE ROBERTS, 35, occupation not stated. 

N/K,15. 

N/K,13. 

N/K,11. 

N/K, 9 



Van 5 
JANE WARD, above 25, occupation not stated. 

N/K, above 5. 

 

Van 5 
JOHN LOW, 50, Showman. 

MARY LOW, 40, occupation not stated. 

N/K, 13. 

N/K, 6. 

N/K, 4. 

N/K, 2. 

 

Van 6 
? SHIPLEY, 30, Showman. 

N/K, 25, occupation not stated. 

N/K, above 10, M.S. (male servant). 

 

Van 7 
? HARRISON, above 30, Showman. 

N/K, above 30. 

N/K, above 25. 

 

Van 8 
? GRAHAM, 30, Showman. 

N/K, above 30, Showman. 

N/K, above 25. 

 

Van 9 
? BENNETT, above 30, Showman. 

N/K, 25. 

N/K, 7. 

 



Van 10 
HOLLOWAY, 35, Showman. 

N/K, above 20. 

 
Van 11 
? CHOCKITTS, 60, Showman. 

SARAH CHOCKITTS, 50, occupation not stated. 

N/K, 19 

N/K, 14. 

N/K, above 20, Showman. 

 

Van 12 
? WOMBWELL, 30, Showman. 

N/K, above 20. 

 

Van 13 
? CHITTOCK, above 45, Showman. 

N/K, above 18. 

 

Van 14 
N/K, above 18. 

N/K, above 20. 

N/K, ditto. 

N/K,15. 

N/K, above 30. 

N/K, above 20. 

N/K,13. 

N/K, above 30. 

N/K, above 25. 

N/K,  above 18. 

N/K, above 30. 

N/K, above 20, Show woman. 



N/K,16. 

N/K, 30, Showman. 

N/K, 20. 

N/K, 18, Showman. 

N/K,16. 

 
Additional family history notes courtesy of the Anne Lane: 
 
I believe the unnamed male Wombwell listed here would have been George, the 
founder of the famous Menagerie. The age given for him is far from correct as 
he would have been 64 at this time. However, contemporary newspaper 
articles confirm that George Wombwell's Menagerie was definitely in 
Birmingham on the night of the census - 6 June 1841.  

 

 


