
1841 census - encampment in Bellie, Moray, Scotland:  
"Wombwells caravans travelling the country"  

Discovered by Anne Lane.  
The following is taken from a transcription by a third party.  

The original census return has not been seen. 

 
JAMES EDMONDS, 25, Musician, born Ireland. 

HARRIET EDMONDS, 20, occupation not stated, born not stated. 

AMELIA EDMONDS, 3, born England. 

JAMES WOMBWELL, 20, Shoe maker, born England. 

ANN MORICE,20, F.S. (female servant), born England. 

JOHN SWATCHELL, 35, M.S. (male servant), born England. 

COLIN Mc PHERSON, 15, Musician, born Scotland. 

HENRY CHAPMAN, 35, Musician, born England. 

HARRIET CHAPMAN, 35, occupation not stated, born England. 

THOMAS CHAPMAN, 10, born England. 

HELEN CHAPMAN, 8, ditto. 

EMMA CHAPMAN, 6, ditto. 

HARRIET CHAPMAN, 4, ditto. 

HENRY CHAPMAN, 2, ditto. 

AMELIA CHAPMAN, 6 months, ditto. 

BILLY HILL, 20, occupation not stated, born England. 

 
Additional family history notes courtesy of Anne Lane who discovered 
this 1841 census entry:  

Harriet Edmonds (née Wombwell) would have been the great niece of 
George Wombwell, the founder of the menagerie. She and her husband 
James Edmonds took over the running of one of the menageries 
following George Wombwell's death in 1850. 

I believe James Wombwell was the nephew of George Wombwell. 

I believe Helen (Ellen) Chapman became the famous Lion Tamer at the 
age of about 16. (All the details for her parents and siblings fit with 



other records.) She later married "Lord" George Sanger, circus 
proprietor and a main rival to George Wombwell. 

 

 

 

 

 


