
1851 census - travelling van in Kesgrave, Suffolk 
 

Transcribed by Sharon Heppell 
 

The address is given as "Dob's Corner near Martlesham Heath, 
Travelling Hawker with Brushes & Brooms." The whole entry is crossed 
through with the words "Entered in Table B" written across it. Table B is 

where enumerators were instructed to simply enter the number of 
people they had come across who were not sleeping in houses.  

 
The information written beside the last child in the family clearly shows 

that they were in fact living in a "travelling caravan". 

 

JAMES GASKIN, head, 50, Hawker, Brooms & Brushes, born (left 
blank)  
ABBEY GASKIN, wife, 49, ditto, born (left blank) 
CAROLINE GASKIN, daughter, 16, Scholar (crossed through like this), 
born Essex, Hatfield. 
WILLIAM GASKIN, son, 14, ditto, born Suffolk, Cataway (?). 
JANE GASKIN, daughter, 12, ditto, born Essex, Colchester. 
SALLY GASKIN, daughter, 10, ditto, born Essex, Timber Log Lane. 
JAMES GASKIN, son, 7, ditto, born Essex, Penny Broke. 
THOMAS GASKIN, son, 5, ditto, born Essex, Halstead. 
MARY ANN GASKIN, daughter, 3, (in occupation column) "At home in a 
Travelling Caravan", born Essex, Ingastone (sic). 

 


