
1851 census - encampment of vans in Wardleworth, Rochdale, 
Lancashire, including Ann Wombwell and her travelling menagerie 

 
Transcribed by Anne Lane with additional family history notes by Anne.  

 
This is a fascinating find! Ann Wombwell (1788-1876) was the "widow" 
of George Wombwell (1777-1850), the founder of Wombwell's menagerie 
On his death in 1850, he left one of his three menageries to her. It is 
believed that Ann was not actually George's wife but his niece. In his 
will, he referred to her as "Ann Morgan who lives with me". She is 
recorded here as a Wild Beast Merchant. Also with her were a Musician 
and a Band Master, Wombwell's menagerie always being accompanied 
by a band. Caravan 3 included an 11-year-old House Servant! 

The address for the encampment was recorded as "Town Head 
Caravans, Wardleworth, Rochdale". 
 

CARAVAN 1 

ANN WOMBWELL, 63, head, widow, Wild Beast Merchant, born 
Braintree, Essex. 

HARRIETT BLIGHT,15, niece, unmarried, scholar, born Essex. 

SAMUEL UNWIN, 19, nephew, unmarried, servant, born Essex. 

LEONORA PLANT, 22, unmarried, house servant, born Staffordshire. 

JAMES KILLICK, 36, servant, labourer, born Essex. 

THOMAS DAN, 23, servant, labourer, born Norfolk. 

 
CARAVAN 2 

JOHN BLIGHT, 49, head, married, Musician, born Middlesex. 

ELIZABETH BLIGHT,57, wife, born Braintree, Essex. 

EMMA ELIZABETH BLIGHT, 22 daughter, born Birmingham. 

HENRY MOLESWORTH BLIGHT, 19, son, born Derbyshire. 

 
 
 
 



 
CARAVAN 3 

GEORGE ANTHONY, 22, head, married, Master of a Band, born 
Worcestershire. 

ELIZABETH ANTHONY, 25, wife, born Staffordshire. 

JANE HASSELL, 11, house servant, born Staffordshire. 

 

 

 

 


